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LETTER      LXVUL 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS  JOHKSOK. 

Lmim,  &//.  25,  1711. 

I  DINED  in  the  chy  to-day,  and  at  my  return 
I  pot  my  30th  into  the  poft-office ;  and 
when  I  got  home  I  found  for  me  one  of  the 

nobkft  letters  I  erer  read ;  it  was  from , 

three  fides  and  a  half  in  folk)  on  a  large  fheet  of 
paper ;  the  two  firft  pages  made  up  of  farire  up- 
on London,  and  crowds  and  hurry,  ftolen  from 
fome  of  his  own  fchool-boy's  exercHes  :  The  fide 
and  a  half  remaining  is  fpent  in  dcfiring  me  to 
recommend  Mrs  South,  your  commiffioner's  wi- 
dow, to  my  Lord  Treafurer  for  a  penfion.  He 
is  the  pretneft,  difcreeteft  fellow  that  ever  my 
eyes  beheld,  or  that  ever  dipt  pen  into  ink.  I 
know  not  what  to  fay  to  him.  A  pox  on  him, 
I  have  too  many  fuch  cuftomers  on  this  fide  al- 
VoL.XTV.  A  re-v. 
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r:ady.  I  think  I  will  fend  him  word  that  I  never 
faw  my  Lord  Treafurer  in  my  life  :  I  am  Cure  I 
induftrioufly  avoided  the  name  of  any  great  per- 
fon  when  1  law  him,  for  fear  of  his  reporting  it 
in  Ireland.  And  this  recommendation  muft  be  a 
fecret  too,  for  fear  the  Duke  of  Bolton  fliould 
know  it,  and  think  it  was  too  mean.  I  never 
read  fo  d — 'd  a  letter  in  my  life  :  A  little  would 
make  me  fend  it  over  to  you.  —I  muft  fend  you 
a  pattern,  the  firft  place  I  caft  my  eyes  on,  I  will 
not  pick  and  chufe.  [In  this  place  (meaning  the 
Exchange  in  London)  which  is  the  compendium 
of  old  Troynovant,  as  that  is  of  the  whole  bufy 
world,  I  got  fuch  a  furfeit,  that  I  grew  iick  of 
mankind,  and  refolved,  for  ever  after,  to  bury 

myfelf  in  the  fhady  retreat  of ,]    You  muft 

know  that  London  has  been  called  by  fome  Troy- 
novant, or  New-Troy.— Will  you  have  any  more  ? 
Yes,  one  little  bit  for  Stella,  becaufe  flie'll  be 
fond  of  it.  [This  wondrous  Theatre  (meaning 
London)  was  no  more  to  me  than  a  defart,  and 
I  ihould  lefs  complain  of  folitude  in  a  Connaught 
fhipwreck,  or  even  the  great  Bog  of  Allen.]  A 
little  fcrap  for  Mrs  Marget  *,  and  then  I  have 
done.  [Their  royal  Fanum,  wherein  the  Idol 
Pecunia  is  daily  worfhipped,  feemed  to  me  to  be 
juft  like  a  hive  of  bees  working  and  labouring 
under  huge  weights  of  cares.)  Fanum  is  a  tem- 
ple, but  he  means  the  Exchange ;  and  Pecunia 
is  money :  So  now  Mrs  Marget  will  underftand 
her  part.  One  more  paragraph,  and  I — Well, 

come, 
*  Stella's  maid. 
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come,  don't  be  in  fuch  a  rage,  you  fliaH  hare  no 
more.  Pray,  Stella,  be  fatisfied  ;  'tis  very  pret- 
ty :  And  that  I  muft  be  acquainted  with  fuch  a 

dog  as  thk  ! Our  Peace  goes  on  fail.     Prior 

was  with  the  fecretary  two  hours  this  morning : 
I  was  there  a  little  after  he  went  away,  and  was 
told  it.  I  believe  he  will  foon  be  difpatched 
again  to  France;  and  wul  put  fomebody  to  write 
an  account  of  his  ieoond  journey :  I  hope  you 
have  fecn  the  other.  This  ktter  has  taken  up 
my  time  with  ftorming  at  it. 

26.  Bernage  has  been  with  me  thefe  two  days  ; 
yefterday  I  fcnt  for  him  to  let  him  know,  that 
Dr  Arbuthnott  is  putting  in  ftrongly  to  have  his 
brother  made  a  captain  over  Bernage's  head. 
Arbuthnott's  brother  is  but  an  enllgn  ;  but  the 
doctor  has  great  power  with  the  Queen  :  Yet  he 
told  me,  he  would  not  do  any  thing  hard  to  a 
gentleman  who  is  my  friend  ;  and  I  have  enga- 
ged the  fecretary  and  his  colonel  for  him.  To- 
day he  told  me,  very  melancholy,  that  the  other 
had  written  from  "Wmdlbr  (where  he  went  to 
fblkit)  that  he  has  got  the  company  ;  and  Ber- 
nage is  full  of  the  fpleen.  I  made  the  fecretary 
write  yefterday  a  letter  to  the  colonel  in  Bernage's 
behalf.  I  hope  it  wfll  do  yet ;  and  I  have  writ- 
ten to1  Dr  Arbuthnott  to  Windfor,  not  to  infift 
on  doing  inch  a  hardship.  I  dined  in  the  city  at 
Pootack's  with  Stratford  ;  it  coft  me  (even  fhil- 
lings  :  He  would  have  treated  ;  but  I  did  not  let 
him.  I  hare  removed  my  money  from  the  bank 
A  2  to 
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to  another  fund.  I  defire  Parvifol  may  fpeak  to 
Hawkfhaw  to  pay  in  my  money  when  he  can  ; 
for  I  will  put  it  in  the  funds  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  borrow  fo  much  of  Mr  Secretary,  who  of- 
fers to  lend  it  me.  Go  to  the  dean's,  firrahs. 

27.  Bernage  was  with  me  again  to-day,  and  is 
in  great  fear,  and  fo  was  I ;  but  this  afternoon  at 
Lord  Treafurer's,  where  I  dined,  my  brother 
George  Granville,  fecretary  at  war,  after  keep- 
ing me  a  while  in  fufpence,  told  me,  that  Dr 
Arbuthnott  had  waved  the  bufinefs,  becaufe  he 
would  not  wrong  a  friend  of  mine  ;  that  his  bro- 
ther is  to  be  a  lieutenant,  and  Bernage  is  made  a 
captain.  I  called  at  his  lodging  ;  and  the  fol- 
dier's  coftee-houfe,  to  put  him  out  of  pain,  but 
cannot  find  him  j  fo  I  have  left  word,  and  {hall 
fee  him  to-morrow  morning,  I  fuppofe.  Ber- 
nage is  now  eafy  ;  he  has  ten  ihillings  a-day,  be- 
fide  lawful  cheating.  However,  he  gives  a  pri- 
vate fum  to  his  colonel  ;  but  it  is  very  cheap : 
His  colonel  loves  him  well,  but  is  furprifed  to  fee 
him  have  fo  many  friends.  So  he  is  now  quite 
oft"  my  hands. — I  left  the  company  early  to-night 
at  Lord  Treafurer's ;  but  the  fecretary  followed 

me,  to  defire  I  would  go  with  him  to  W . 

Mr  Lewis's  man  came  in  before  I  could  finifh. 
that  word  beginning  with  a  W,  which  ought  to 
be  Windfor,  and  brought  me  a  very  handfome 
rallying  letter  from  Dr  Arbuthnott,  to  tell  me,  he 
had,  in  compliance  to  me,  given  up  his  brother's 
pretenfions  in  favour  of  Bernage  this  very  morn- 
ing j 
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mg;  that  the  Qoeen  had  fpoken  to  Mr  Gran?ffle, 
to  make  the  company  eafy  in  the  other's  having 
the  captainship.  Whether  they  have  done  h  to 
obEg?  me  or  no,  Imnftown  it  fb-  He  (ays,  he 
this  very  morning  begged  her  Majcftr  to  give  Mr 
Bernagp  the  company.  I  am  mighty  well  plea  fed 
to  hare  focceeded  fo  wdl;  but  yon  wffl  think  me 
tedious,  although  you  tike  the  man,  as  I  think. 

IPimJfir, ;  28.  I  came  here  a  day  iboocr  than 
ordinary,  at  Mr  Secretary's  defire,  and  lapped 
with  him  and  Prior,  and  two  [•hialc  •taalhty 
from  France,  and  a  French  prieft.  I  know  not 
the  two  mmiilers  Barnes  ;  but  they  are  come 
about  die  peace.  The  names  the  fecrctary  called 
them,  I  ibppoie,  were  leaned  ;  they  were  good 
ratioaaimen.  We  ha^  already  fettled  aB  things 
with  France,  and  Tcry  much  tt>  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  England  ;  and  the  Queen  is  in  migh- 
ty good  humour.  AB  this  news  is  a  mighty  ie- 
cret  ;  the  people  m  general  know  that  a  peace  is 
forwarding.  The  Earl  of  Stratford  k  to  go  icon 
to  Hoihnd,  and  let  them  know  what  we  have 
been  doing  :  And  then  there  wffl  be  the  devil  and 
all  to  pay;  but  well  make  diem  (wallow  it  with 
a  pox.  The  French  minifters  ftaid  with  us  titt 
one,  and  the  feu  CUM  and  I  fat  up  talking  rill 
two  i  ib  you  win  own 'tis  late,  firrahs,  and  time 
foryocr  fittkfcucy  Prefto  to  go  to  bed  and  deep 
adazy;  and  God  bkt  poor  Iktk  MD :  I  hope 
Aeyarenowfiiftafleep,  and  dreaming  of  Prefto. 

29.  Lexd  Treafcrer  came  to^ught,  as  ufual,  at 
half  an  hoar  after  eight,  as  dark  as  pitch.  lam 
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weary  of  chiding  him  ;  fo  I  commended  him  for 
obferving  his  friends  advice,  and  coming  fo  early, 
&c.  I  was  two  hours  with  Lady  Oglethorp  to- 
night, and  then  fupped  with  Lord  Treafurer,  af- 
ter dining  at  the  green-cloth :  I  ftaid  till  two,  this 
is  the  effect  of  Lord  Treafurer's  being  here  ;  I 
muft  fup  with  him,  and  he  keeps  curfed  hours. 
Lord  Keeper  and  the  Secretary  were  abfent ;  they 
cannot  fit  up  with  him.  This  long  fitting  up 
makes  the  periods  in  my  letters  fo  ihort.  I  de- 
fign  to  ftay  here  all  the  next  week,  to  be  at  lei- 
fure  by  myfelf,  to  finifh  fomething  of  weight  I 
have  upon  my  hands,  and  which  muft  foon  be 
done.  I  fhall  then  think  of  returning  to  Ireland, 
if  thefe  people  will  let  me  ;  and  I  know  nothing 
elfe  they  have  for  me  to  do.  I  gave  Dr  Arbuth- 
nott  my  thanks  for  his  kindnefs  to  Bernage, 
whofe  commiffion  is  now  figned.  Methinks  I 
long  to  know  fomething  of  Stella's  health,  how 
it  continues  after  "Wexford  waters. 

30.  The  Queen  was  not  at  chapel  to-day,  and 
all  for  the  better,  for  we  had  a  dunce  to  preach : 
She  has  a  little  of  the  gout.  I. dined  with  my 
brother  Malham  and  a  moderate  company,  and 
wouM  not  go  to  Lord  Treafurer's  till  after  fupper 
at  eleven  o'clock,  and  pretended  I  had  miftaken 
the  hour  ;  fo  1  ate  nothing :  And  a  little  after 
twelve  the  company  broke  up,  the  keeper  and 
fecretary  refining  to  ftay  ;  fo  I  faved  this  night's 
debauch.  Prior  went  away  yefterday  with  his 
Frenchmen,  and  a  thoufand  reports  are  raifed 

in 
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in  this  town.  Some  faid,  they  knew  one  to  be 
the  Abbe  de  Polignac,  others  fwore  it  was  the 
Abbe  du  Bois.  The  Whigs  are  in  a  rage  about 
the  peace ;  but  we'll  wherret  them,  I  warrant, 
boys.  Go,  go,  go  to  the  dean's,  and  don't 
mind  politicks,  young  women,  they  are  not 
good  after  the  waters ;  they  are  ftark  naught ; 
they  ftrike  up  into  the  head.  Go,  get  two  black 
aces,  and  fiih  for  a  manilio. 

O3.  i.  Sir  John  Walters,  an  honeft  drunken 
fellow,  is  now  in  waiting,  and  invited  me  to  the  • 
green-cloth  to-day,  that  he  might  not  be  behind 
hand  -with  Colonel  Godfrey,  who  is  a  Whig.  I 
was  engaged  to  the  Mayor's  fcaft  wkh  Mr  Ma- 
fham ;  but  waiting  to  take  leave  of  Lord  Treafur- 
er,  I  came  too  late,  and  fo  returned  fneaking  to 
the  green-cloth,  and  did  not  fee  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer  neither ;  but  was  refolved  not  to  lofe  two 
dinners  for  him.  I  took  leave  to-day  of  my 
friend  and  folicitor  Lord  Rivers,  who  is  com- 
manded by  the  Queen  to  fet  out  for  Hanover  on 
Thurfday.  The  fecretary  does  not  go  to  town 
till  to-morrow:  He  and  I,  and  two  friends  more, 
drank  a  fober  bottle  of  wine  here  at  home,  and 
parted  at  twelve  ;  he  goes  by  feven  to-morrow 
morning,  fo  I  fhall  not  fee  him.  I  have  power 
over  his  cellar  in  his  abfence,  and  make  little  ufe 
of  it.  Lord  Dartmouth  and  my  friend  Lewis 
ftay  here  this  week  ;  but  I  can  never  work  out  a 
dinner  from  Dartmouth.  Mafham  has  pro- 
mifed  to  provide  for  me  :  I  fquired  his  lady  out 

of 
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of  her  chaife  to-day,  and  muft  vifit  her  In  a  clay 
or  two.  So  you  have  had  a  long  fit  of  the  fineft 
weather  in  the  world;  but  I  am  every  day  in  pain 
that  it  will  go  off.  I  have  done  no  bufinefs  to- 
day :  I  am  very  idle. 

2.  My  friend   Lewis   and   I,  to   avoid    over- 
much eating,  and  great  tables,  dined  with  honeft 
Jemmy  Eckerfhall,  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  now  in 
waiting  ;  and  I  befpoke  my  dinner :  But  the  cur 
had   your  acquaintance   Lovet,    the    gentleman 
porter,  to  be  our  company  :  Lovet,  towards  the 
end  of  dinner,    after  twenty  wriglings,  faid  he 
had  the  honour  to  fee  me  formerly  at  Moor- 
park,  ^and  thought  he  remembered  my  face  :  I 
faid,  I  thought  I  remembered  him,  and  was  glad 
to  fee  him,  &c.  and  I  efcaped  for  that  much,  for 
he  was  very  pert.     It  has  rained  all  this  day,  and 
I  doubt  our  good  weather  is  gone.     I  have  been 
very  idle  this  afternoon,  playing  at  twelve-penny 
picquet  with  Lewis  :  I  won  feven  (hillings,  which 
is  the  only  money  I  won  this  year  ;  I  have  not 
played  above  four  times,  and  I  think  always  at 
Windfor  :  Cards  are  very  dear,  there  is  a  duty 
on  them  of  fix-pence  a  pack,  which  fpoils  fmall 
gamefters. 

3.  Mr  Mafham  fent  this  morning  to  defire  I 
would  ride  out  with  him,  the  weather  growing 
again  very  fine  :  I  was  very  bufy,  and  fent  my 
excufes  :   But   defired   he  would   provide  me  a 
dinner  :    I   dined   with  him,   his  lady,  and  her 
lifter    Mrs  Hill,  who  invites  us  to-morrow  to 

dine 
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wkh.  her,  and  we  are  to  nie  oat  in  die 

J  ..:    -      .1:    -  I-:  .v.:-    :_:    :  :-: 


_ 

.'''.  £>z  -'-!''-'-'    :  .  ~  ~^\t  ~~  i  ~~    ~    ~    -'.  ^: :  :  r  ' :  :    ±    ~ 
Gftbeiioo&;JhrtaIdineFstrkklndk.   Icoal. 

JrC.  r  1    nj   n-   hnr   VZS  ^u  j-  y  n  VJf 

--.-,.    ---,    .-_.-•      -_        -     _    ....    • 

that  everybody  &w  me;  and  cooled  my  heck 


in  one  of  Ac  QOKB'S  drifts;  lEfe 
andl^Sczcbarov,  tvo-nds  of  ho- 


.  _  .    -     .  _    •_  ___  v  _  .  _•_    .  .(. 

hvcdfor  1G6  Satfavov;  bK&c  took 

•     ^^  jaMJl&M       <,_,---  -^—  -.  latf^Ci  ^pr»«  0Jkvl  ^ml  ftfMlfel 

not  be  rid,  bat  kicked  and  wiaccd:  The  hked 
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horfe  was  not  worth  eighteen-pence.  I  borrow- 
ed coat,  boots,  and  horfe ;  and  in  fliort  we  had 
all  the  difficulties,  and  more  than  we  tiled  to 
have,  in  making  a  party  from  Trim  to  *  Long- 
field's.  My  coat  was  light  camblet,  faced  with 
red  velvet,  and  fiber  buttons.  We  rode  in  the 
great  park  and  the  foreft  about  a  dozen  miles, 
and  the  Duchefs  and  I  had  much  converfation  ; 
we  got  home  by  two,  and  Mr  Mafham,  his  lady, 
•  Arbuthnott  and  I,  dined  with  Mrs  Hill.  Ar- 
buthnott  made  us  all  melancholy,  by  fome  fymp- 
tons  of  bloody  ur — e  :  He  expect  a  cruel  fit  of 
the  ftone  in  twelve  hours ;  he  f  ys  he  is  never 
miftaken,  and  he  appeared  like  a  man  that  was 
to  be  racked  to-morrow.  I  cannot  but  hope  it 
•will  not  be  fo  bad  ;  he  is  a  perfectly  honeft  man, 
and  one  I  have  much  obligation  to.  It  rained 
a  little  this  afternoon,  and  grew  fair  again.  Lady 
Oglethorp  fent  to  fpeak  to  me,  and  it  was  to  let 
me  know  that  Lady  Rochefter  defires  (he  and  I 
may  be  better  acquainted.  'Tis  a  little  too  late  ; 
for  I  am  not  now  in  love  with  Lady  Rochefter  : 
They  fhame  me  out  of  her,  becaufe  fhe  is  old. 
Arbuthnott  fays,  he  hones  my  ftrained  thumb  is 
not  the  gout  ;  for  he  has  often  found  people  fo 
miftaken.  I  do  not  remember  the  particular 
thing  that  gave  it  me,  only  I  had  it  juft  after 
beating  Patrick,  and  now  it  is  better  ;  fo  I  •  be- 
lieve he  is  miftaken. 

5.  The  Duchefs  of  Shrewfbury  fent  to  invite 
me  to  dinner  j  but  I  was  abroad  laft  night  when 

her 
*  Mr  Longfield  lived  at  Kiibride,  about  four  miles  from  Trim. 
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her  fenrant  came  ;  and  this  morning  I  feat  my 
excafis,  beanie  I  was  engaged,  which  I  was  lorry 
for.  Mrs  Foretter  taxed  me  y  efterdty  about  the 
hiftnry  of  the  maids  of  honour;  but  I  told  her 
£ufy'kwasno  jeftof  mine;for  I  found  they 
did  not  it£m  it  altogether  well!  and  I  have 
enough  already  of  a  quarrel  with  that  orate  Sir 
John  Waken,  who  has  been  raffing  at  me  in  aH 
companies  ever  finer  I  dined  wkh  him ;  that  I  ab- 
ufcd  the  Queen's  meat  and  drink,  and  faid,  no- 
thing at  the  table  was  good,  and  afl  a  d — dfie; 
for,  after  dinner,  commending  die  wine,  I  (aid, 
I  thought  h  was  fomethmg  finaO.  You  wouM 
wonder  how  all  my  friends  Laugh  at  this  qnarrcL 
It  wffl  be  fuch  a  jeft  for  the  keeper,  Lrcafurcr, 
and  ternary— I  dined  wkh  honeft  Colonel  God- 
frey, took  a  good  walk  of  an  boor  on  the  ter- 
race, and  then  came  up  to  ftudy :  But  k  grows 
bloody  cold,  and  1  have  no  waifkcoat  here. 

6.  I  never  dined  wkh  the  chaplains  tffl  to-day; 
but  my  friend  Gaftrd,  and  the  Dean  of  Roche- 
fter,  had  often  inrited  me,  and  I  happened  to  be 
disengaged :  bis  the  worft  provided  table  at  court. 
We  ase  on  pewter :  Every  rhapfam,  when  he*  b 
made  a  dean,  gives  a  piece  of  plate;  and  fo  they 
have  got  a  fittie,  Ibme  of  k  very  old.  One  who 
was  made  dean  of  Peterborrow'(a  finafl  deanry) 
find,  he  would  gjhne  no  plate ;  be  was  only  dean 
ofPeterborrow.  The  news  of  Mr  HUTs  mbar- 
riage  in  his  rxprdinon  came  to-day,  and  I  went 
to  vila  Mrs  Maftnm  and  Mrs  Hffl,  his  two  fi- 

i~-  ."5j 
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fters,  to  condole  with  them.  I  advifed  them  by- 
all  means  to  go  to  the  mufic-meeting  to-night,  to 
fhew  they  were  not  caft  down,  &c.  and  they 
thought  my  advice  was  right,  and  went.  I  doubt 
Mr  Hill  and  his  admiral  made  wrong  fteps  ;  how- 
ever, we  lay  it  all  to  a  ftorm,  &c.  I  fat  with  the 
fecretary  at  fupper  j  then  we  both  went  to  Lord 
Treafurer's  fupper,  and  fat  till  twelve.  The  fe- 
cretary is  much  mortified  about  Hill ;  becaufe 
this  expedition  was  of  his  contriving,  and  he 
counted  much  upon  it ;  but  Lord  Treafurer  was 
juft  merry  as  ufual,  and  old  laughing  at  Sir  John 
Walters  and  me  falling  out.  I  faid,  Nothing 
grieved  me,  but  that  they  would  take  example, 
and  perhaps  prefume  upon  it,  and  get  out  of  my 
government  j  but  that  I  thought  I  was  not  obliged 
to  govern  bears,  tho'  I  governed  men.  They  pro- 
mife  to  be  as  obedient  as  ever,  and  fo  we  laugh- 
ed ; — and  fo  I  go  to  bed  ;  for  it  is  colder  ft  ill,  and 
you  have  a  fire  now,  and  are  at  cards  at  home. 

7.  Lord  Harley  and  I  dined  privately  to-day 
with  Mrs  Mafliam  and  Mrs  Hill,  and  my  brother 
Mamam.  I  faw  Lord  Halifax  at  Court,  and  we 
joined,  and  talked  ;  and  the  Duchefs  of  Shrewf- 
bury  came  up,  and  reproached  me  for  not  dining 
with  her.  I  faid,  That  was  not  fo  foon  done  ; 
for  I  expected  more  advances  from  ladies,  efpc- 
cially  Duchefles :  She  promifed  to  comply  with 
any  demands  I  pleafed  ;  and  I  agreed  to  dine  with 
her  to-morrow,  if  I  did  not  go  to  London  too 
foon,  as  I  believe  I  fliall  before  dinner.  Lady 
i  Oglethorp 
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Ogktborp  brought  me  and  the  Duchefs  of  Hz. 
miicon  together  co-day  in  the  drawing-room,  and 
I  have  given  her  fbme  encouragement,  bat  not 
much.  Every  body  has  been  fra7«»g  Wakens. 
He  cold  Lord  Treafurer,  that  he  took  his  com- 
pany from  him  that  were  to  dine  with  him  i  my 
Lord  faid,  I  wifl  fend  you  Eh-  Swift :  Lord  .Keep- 
er bid  him  take  care  what  he  did  ;  for,  faid  he, 
Dr  Swift  is.  not  only  all  our  favourite,  but  our 
govciuur.  The  old  company  flipped  wkh  Lord 
I  reaiurer,  and  got  awAy  by  twelve. 

Lcndzn,  8.  I  believe  I  (hall  go  no  more  to 
Windfor;  for  we  expect  the  Queen  will  come  in 
ten  days  to  Hampton-Court.  It  was  froft  Lift 
night,  and  cruel  cold  to-day.  I  could  not  dine 
with  the  Dnchefs;  for  I  left  Windfor  half  an 
hour  after  one  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  we  call- 
ed at  Kenfington,  where  Mrs  MalKam  was  got  to 
ice  her  children  for  two  days.  I  dined,  or  ra- 
ther fupped  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  ftaid  tin 
after  ten.  Tifdafl  and  his  family  are  gone  from 
hence,  upon  fome  wrangle  with  the  family. 
Yefterday  I  had  two  letters  brought  me  to  Mr 
Mafham's;  one  from  Ford,  and  t'other  from 
our  little  MD,  N.  21.  I  would  not  tell  you  till 
to-day,  becanfe  I  would  not.  I  won't  anfwer  it 
till  the  next,  became  I  have  flipt  two  days  by  be- 
ing at  Windfor,  which  I  muft  recover  here. 
Well,  firrahs,  I  muft  go  to  fleep.  The  roads 
were  as  dry  as  at  MiHfi™n«~T  to-day.  This  let- 
ter (hall  go  to-morrow. 

VOL.  XIV.  B  o. 
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9.  Morning.  It  rains  hard  this  morning  j  I  fup- 
pofe  our  fair  weather  is  now  at  an  end.  I  think 
I'll  put  on  my  waillcoat  to-day  :  Shall  I  ?  Well,  I 
will  then,  to  pleafe  MD.  I  think  of  dining  at 
home  to-day  upon  a  chop  and  a  pot.  The  town 
continues  yet  very  thin.  Lord  Strafford  is  gone 
to  Holland,  to  tell  them  what  we  have  done  here 
towards  a  peace.  We  iliall  foon  hear  what  the 
Dutch,  fay,  and  how  they  take  it.  My  humble 
fervice  to  Mrs  Walls,  Mrs  Stoyte,  and  Catharine. 
— Morrow,  deareft  firrahs,  and  farewell  ;  and 
God  Almighty  blefs  MD,  poor  little,  dear  MD, 
for  fo  I  mean,  and  Prefto  too.  I'll  write  to  you 
again  to-night,  that  is,  I'll  begin  my  next  letter. 
Farewell,  &c. 

This  little  bit  belongs  to  MD  ;  we  muft  always 
write  on  the  margin  *  :  You  are  laucy  rogues. 


L    E .  T    T    E    R      LXIX. 

Londotiy   Ofi.  9.  1711. 

I  WAS  forced  to  lie  down  at  twelve  to-day, 
and  mend  my  night's  fleep  :  I  flept  till  after 
two,  and  then  fent  for  a  bit  of  mutton  and  a  pot 
of  ale  from  the  next  cook's  fhop,  and  had  no 
icomach.     I  went  out  at  four,  and  called   to  fee 

Biddy 

*  This  happens  to  be  the  only  finglc  line  written  upon  the 
margin  of  any  of  his  journals.  By  fome  accident  there  was  a 
margin  about  as  broad  as  the  back  of  a  razor,  and  therefore  he 
made  this  ufe  of  it. 
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BWdy  ffej-J,  whkh  I  bad  not  done  tfcete  three 


&t  the  eraiing  vkk 
and  drank  cotse,  and  ate  an  egg- 
took  a  ne*  lodging  tartar,  n 
floor,  DOT  the  31  fineD,  aad  other 
I  lodge,  or  ihall  lodge,  by  Leiccfter-TKlds,  and 
jny  ten  fluffing  a^week  ;  that  won't  hold  oat 
long,  ten.  I  (haB  be  her«  bat  one  n%ht  more. 
It  rained  trrrMr  tffl  one  o'c?ock  to-day  .  I  fie, 
for  I  fl»B  Be  here  two  nights,  tffl  ThorHay,  aad 
thenremovc-  Did  I  tcfl  you  that  BST  £riend  B&s 
Barton  has  a  brother  drowned,  that  went  on  the 
expedition  with  Tack  HDI  ?  He  was  a  TJnitoui^ 
Colonel,  and  a  coxcomb;  and  flie  keeps  her 
rhamhrr  in  form,  and  die  lutjnu  for,  Ihe  re- 
cerres  no  merges.  —  Anfver  MD^s  letter,  Prefto, 
d'ye  hear?  No,  £ns  Prefto,  I  won't  jet,  1'a 
bvfy  :  Ton're  a  &OCT  rogoe.  Who  talks  ? 

TO.  ft  coft  me  two  fit-Dings  in  coach-hire  to 
dine  in  the  cky  with  a  printer.  I  hare  lent,  and 
Gutted  to  be  feat,  three  pamphlets  oet  in  i*  fort- 
night.  I  w3  phr  the  rognes  warm,  and  wbea- 
ertr  any  thing  of  theirs  makes  a  node,  k  fhaH 
haveanamwer.  I  han:  mfirDclcd  an  under-fpor- 
leather  to  write  fo,  that  is  taken  for  mine.  A. 
rogoe  that  writts  a  news-paper  cafitd  The  prctc- 
fiant  Pott-bo*,  has  reflecte.;  on  me  m  one  of  hk 
papers;  bat  the  fixituuj  has  taken  him  up,  and 
he  fhafl  harc  a  Upweze  exxraordtBarj.  &  iky?, 
B  2  : 
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that  an  ambitious  Tantivy,  miffing  of  his  tower- 
ing hopes  of  preferment  in  Ireland,  is  come  over 
to  vent  his  fpleen  on  the  late  miniftry,  &c.  I'll 
Tantivy  him  with  a  vengeance.  I  fat  the  evening 
at  home,  and  am  very  bufy,  and  can  hardly  find 
time  to  write,  unlefs  it  were  to  MD.  I  am  in  fu- 
rious hafte. 

ir.  I  dined  to-day  with  Lord  Treafurer. 
Thursdays  are  now  his  days  when  his  choice 
company  comes,  but  we  are  too  much  multiplied. 
George  Granvjlle  fent  bis  excufes  upon  being  ill; 
I  hear  he  apprehends  the  apoplexy,  which  would 
grieve  me  much.  Lord  Treafurer  calls  Prior  no- 
thing but  Monfieur  Baudrier,  which  was  the 
feigned  name  of  the  Frenchman  that  writ  his 
journey  to  Paris.  They  pretend  to  fufpect  me  j 
ib  I  talk  freely  of  it,  and  put  them  out  of  their 
play.  Lord  Treafursr  calls  me  now  Dr  Martin, 
becaufe  Martin  *  is  a  fort  of  a  (Wallow,  and  fo  is 
a  .Swift.  When  he  and  I  came  laft  Monday 
from  Windfor,  we  were  reading  all  the  figns  f 
on  the  road.  He  is  a  pure  trifler ;  tell  the  Bifhop. 
of  Clogher  fo.  I  made  him  make  two  lines  in 
verfe  for  the  Bell  and  Dragon,  and  they  were 

rare 

*  From  tlits  pleafantry  of  my  Lord  Oxford,  the  appellative 
Martinus  Scriblerus  took  its  rile. 

f  Vide  Swift's  Imitations  of  Horace,  Lib.  IT.  Sat  6.  where 
he  gives  an  account  of  what  fort  of  tattle  entertained  my  Lord 
Oxford  and  him  upon  the  road  to  Windfor;  and,  among  other 
whims,  how,  as  the  chariot  pafled  along, 

They  gravely  tri'd  to  read  the  lines 
Writ  underneath  the  country  ligns. 
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rare  ted  ones.  I  foppofe  DSly  b  with  yon  by 
:  :ae  :  Whit  could  his  reilba  be  of  leaving 
London,  and  not  owning  it  ?  Twas  plaguy  fiHy. 
I  beikrz  his  natural  iucoaftaacy  made  him  wear?  ; 
I  think  he  is  the  king  of  inconitancy.  I  ftayeol 
with  Lord  Treafurer  tifl  ten ;  we  had  five  Lords 

inee  Commoners.  Go  to  ombre,  firrahs- 
:  Mrs  Yanhomrigh  has  chafed  her  lodging 
as  we3  as  I.  She  found  fhe  had  got  with  a  bawd, 
and  removed :  I  dined  with  her  co-day  ;  for  tho* 
ike  boards,  her  landlady  does  not  dine  with  her. 
I  am  grown  a  c-  of  herrings  ;  bat  they 

are  much  finafler  here  than  wkh  yon.  In  the  af- 
ternoon I  7  "  /.J  Major-General,  and  eat 
fix  oyflers  j  then  fat  an  hour  with  Mrs  Colledge, 
the  joiner's  daughter  that  was  hanged  ;  it  was 
joiner  was  hanged,  and  not  his  daughter  ;  wkh 
Thomp(bn's  wife,  a  magifrrate.  There  was  the 
famous  Mrs  Floyd  of  Qiefter,  who,  I  think,  is 
the  handfonidt  wotaaa  (except  MD)  that  ever  f 
few.  She  told  jne  that  twenty  people  hac 
her  the  verlcs  upon  Biddy,  as  meant  to  her :  And 
indeed,  in  point  of  handibmenefs,  fhe  dcfcrves 
them  much  better.  I  will  not  go  to  Windfbr  to- 
morrow, and  fa  I  told  the  Secretary  to-day.  I 
hate  the  thoughts  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  fup> 
pers  with  Lord  Treafurer.  Jack  HiH  is  come 
home  from  his  unfortunate  expedition,  and  is,  I 
riiiok,  now  at  Windfor :  I  have  not  yet  fsea  him. 
He  is  privately  blamed  by  his  own. friends  for 
wast  of  conduct  He  calkd  a  council  of  war,. 
B  3  and 
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and  therein  it  was  determined  to  come  back. 
But  they  fay,  a  General  fhould  not  do  that,  be- 
caufe  the  officers  will  always  give  their  opinion 
for  returning,  fince  the  blame  will  not  lie  upon, 
them,  but  the  General  :  I  pity  him  heartily. 
Bernage  received  his  commiffion  to-day. 

13.  I  dined  to-day  with  Colonel  Crowe,  late 
governor  of  Barbadoes  ;  he  is  a   great  acquaint- 
ance of  your  friend  Sterne,  to  whom  I  trufted 
the  box.     Lord  Treafurer  has  refufed   Sterne's 
bulinefs  ;  and  I  doubt  he  is  a  rake  :  Jemmy  Leigh 
flays  for  him,  and  nobody  knows  where  to  find 
him.     I  am  fo  bufy  now,  I  have  hardly  time  to 
fpare  to  write  to   our  little  MD  j  but  in  a  fort- 
night I  hope  it  will  be  over.     I  am  going  now  to 
be  bufy,  &c. 

14.  1  was  going  to  dine  with  Dr  Cockburn  j. 
but  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  met  me,  and  carried 
me  to  Mrs  Van's,  where  I  drank  the  laft  bottle 
of  Raymond's  wine,  admirable  good,  better  than 
any  I  get  among  the  miniflry.     I  mult  pick  up 
time  to  anfwer  this  letter  of  MD's,  I'll  do  it  in  a 

day  or  two  for  certain. 1  am  glad  I  am  not  at 

"Windfor,  for  it  is  very  cold,  and  I  won't  have  a 
fire  till  November.     I  am  contriving  how  to  flop 
up  my  grate  with  bricks.    Patrick  was  drunk'  laft 
night  •,  but  did  not  come  to  me,  elfe  I  fhould 
have  given  him  t'other  cuff.     I  fat  this  evening 
with  Mrs  Barton  ;  it  is  the  firft  day  of  her  fee- 
ing company  ;  but  I  made  her  merry  enough,  and 
we  were  three  hours  difputing  upon  Whig  and 

Tory. 
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Tory.  She  grieved  for  her  brother  only  for  form, 
and  he  was  a.  fed  dog.  b  Stella  well  enough  to 
go  to  church,  pray  ?  no  nommings  left  ?  no 
darknc£s  La  your  eyes  ?  do  you  walk  and  exer- 
cife  ?  Your  exei  ofc  is  ombre. — People  are  com- 
ing up  to  town  y  the  Queen  w3l  be  at  Hampton- 
Court  in  a  week.  Lady  Betty  Germain,  I  hear, 
is  come,  and  Lord  Pembroke  is  coming  :  His  new 
w.r'i  .c  ^  big  wi:j.  cn.il.:  ^s  :ii;  CAT.  tumble 

15.  I  fat  at  home  till  four  this  afternoon  to- 
day writing,  and  ate  a  roll  and  butter ;  then  YI- 
fited  WilL  Congrere  an  hoar  or  two,  and  tupped 
with.  Lord  Treaturer,.  who  came  from  Windibr 
to-day,  and  brought  Prior  with  him.  The  Queen 
has  rhyiir«|  Prior  for  bis  good  fervice  in  France, 
and  promifed  to  make  him  a  commiffioncr  of  the 
cnftoms.     Several  of  that  commimbn  are  to  be 
out ;   among  the  reft,  my  friend  Sir  Matthew 
Dudley  ;  I  can  do  nothing  for  him,  he  is  fo  ha- 
ted by  the  miniftry.    Lord  Treafurcr  kept  me  till 
twelve,  fb  1  need  not  tell  you  k  is  now  late. 

16.  I  dined  to-day  with  Mr  Secretary  at  Dr 
CoteiVorth's,  where  he  now  lodges  till  his  houfe 
be  got  ready  in.  Golden-Square.     One  Boyer,  a 
French  dog,  has  abu&d  me  in  a  pamphlet,  and 
I  have  got  him  mp  in  a  meficnger's  hands  >  The 
Secretary  promHes  me  to  fwinge   him.     Lord 
Treaiurer  told  me  laft  night,  that  Le  had  the 
honour  to  be  abded  with  me  in  a  pamphlet.     I 
muft  make  that  rogue  an  example  for  warning  f  o 
ockers.    I  was  to  fee  Jack  H^l  this  morning,  who 

"  ~^-; 
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made  that  unfortunate  expedition  :  And  there  is 
ftill  more  misfortune  ;  for  that  (hip,  which  was 
admiral  of  his  fleet,  is  blown  up  in  the  Thames, 
by  an  accident  and  carelefTnefs  of  fome  rogue, 
who  was  going,  as  they  think,  to  fteal  fome  gun- 
powder :  Five  hundred  men  are  loft ;  we  don't 
yet  know  the  particulars.  I  am  got  home  by 
feven,  and  I  am  going  to  be  bufy,  and  you  are 
going  to  play  and  fupper;  you  live  ten  times 
happier  than  I  :  But  I  fhould  live  ten  times  hap- 
pier than  you,  if  I  were  with  MD.  I  faw  Jemmy 
Leigh  to-day  in  the  ftreet,  who  tells  me  that 
Sterne  has  not  lain  above  once  thefe  three  weeks 
in  his  lodgings,  and  he  doubts  he  takes  ill  cour- 
&s  ;  he  flays  only  till  he  can  find  Sterne  to  go 
along  with  him,  and  he  cannot  hear  of  him.  I 
begged  him  to  enquire  about  the  box  when  he 
comes  to  Chefter,  which  he  promifes. 

17.  The  Secretary  and  I  dined  to-day  with  Bri- 
gadier Britton,  a  great  friend  of  his.  The  La- 
dy of  the  houfe  is  very  galante,  about  thirty- 
five  ;  fhe  is  faid  to  have  a  great  deal  of  wit ;  but 
I  fee  nothing  among  any  of  them  that  equals 
MD  by  a  bar's  length,  as  hope  faved.  My  Lord 
Treafurer  is  much  out  of  order  ;  he  has  a  fore 
throat,  and  the  gravel,  and  a  pain  in  his  brcaft 
where  the  wound  was  :  Pray  God  preferve  hiiru 
The  Queen  comes  to  Hampton-court  en  Tuef- 
day  next  ;  people  are  coming  £\ft  to  town,  and 
I  muft  anfwer  MD's  letter,  which  I  can  hardly 
find  tinae  to  do,  though  I  am  at  home  the  great- 
eft 
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eft  part  of  the  day.  Lady  Betty  Germain  and  I 
were  <|»<ppiSng  Wing  and  Tory  to  death  dm 
morning.  She  is  grown  TOT  fat,  aad  looks 
nughty  mrJL  Eddy  Fiord  was  there,  and  fhe 
is,  I  think,  *ery  much  fpofled  with  the  finaD-poz. 
IS.  Lord  Treafhrer  is  fill  out  of  order,  and 
that  breaks  our  method  of  dining  there  today. 
He  is  often  fobjca  BO  a  fere  throat;  and  fbmc 
one  or  other  k  wiU  kffl  him,  unkfs  be  takes 
more  care  than  he  ts  apt  to  do.  It  was  laid  iitimi 
Ac  town,  that  poor  Lord  Pcterborow  was  dead 
at  Frankfort ;  bat  he  is  fomahmg  better,  and 
die  Qaecn  k  fcnding  him  to  Italy,  where  I  hope 
the  warm  cnnuic  wdl  recover  him  5  he  has  aoun- 

Cl~!;    II   .'j.rr..-.".  I    :_.:::.     i....    •- j    .  I  -:     _..-    1~- 

other  rn^hnly .  I  was  this  afternoon  in  the  city, 
ate  a  bk  of  meat,  and  faded  feme  dungs  woh  a 
piHMcr.  I  wffl  anfwer  yoor  letter  OB  Satnrdar, 
ifpoffib1e,anddMaiiendawaydm-,  ib  to  fetch 
up  die  odd  days  I  loft  at  Windlbr,  and  keep 
c«wifian«  to  my  fortnight.  Ombre  rime  is  now 
.coming  on,  and  we  fliau  have  nothing  but.  "fan— 
ley,  and  Walls,  and  Staytes,  aad  die  Dean. 
Have  yon  got  no  new  acquaintance  ?  Poor  girls  ! 

no  body  knows  MD*s  good  qualities. *T» 

very  cold;  bat  I  wffl  not  have  a  fire  nH  Novem- 
" 's  pozz. Well,   but  coming  home 

I  found  on  my  table  a  letter  from  MD. 
Faith  I  was  angry,  dm  is  wkh^nyfeif,  and  I  was 
afraid  too  to  tar  MD>s  hand  fo  loon,  for  fear 
of  IbmoduBg,  I  don't  know  what :  At  bft  I  open- 

C- 
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ed  it,  and  it  was  over  well,  and  a  bill  for  the 
two  hundred  guineas.  However,  'tis  a  fad  thing 
that  this  letter  is  not  gone,  nor  your  twenty-firft 
anfwered  yet. 

19.  I  was  invited  to-day   to   dine  with   Mrs 
Van,    with  fome  company  who  did  not  come  j 
but  I  ate  nothing  but  herrings :  You  muft  know 
I  hardly  ever  eat  of  above  one  thing,  and  that 
the  plaineft  ordinary  meat  at  table  •,  I  love  it  beflr, 
and  believe  it  wholefomeft.     You  love  rarities  j 
yes,  you  do  :  I  wifh  you  had  all  that  I  ever  fee 
where  I  go.     I  was  coming  home  early,  and  met 
the  Secretary  in  his  chair,  who  perfuaded  me  to 
go  with  him  to  Brirton's ;  for  he  {aid,  he  had 
been  all  day  at  buiincfs,  and  had  eaten  nothing. 
So  I  went,  and  the  time  paft  fo,  that  we  ftaid 
till  two,  fo  you  may  believe  'tis  late  enough. 

20.  This  day  has  gone  all  wrong,  by  fitting 
up  fo  late  laft  night.     Lord  Treafurer  is  not  yet 
well,  and  can't  go  to   Windfor.     I  dined  with 
Sir  Matthew  Dudley,  and  took  occafion  to  hint 
to  him  that  he  would  lofe  his  employment,  for 
which  I  am  very  forry.     Lord  Pembroke  and 
his  family  are  all  come  to  town.     I  was  kept  fo 
long  at  a  friend's  this  evening,  that  I  cannot  fend 
this  to-night.      When  I  knocked  at  my  lodgings, 
a  fellow  afked  me  where  lodged  Dr  Swift  ?  I 
told  /him    I  was    the  perfon  :    He   gave  me    a 
letter    he  brought  from  the   Secretary's   office, 
and  I  gave  him  a  fhilling :  When  I  came  up,  I 
faw  Dingley's  hand  :    Faith  I  was  afraid,  I  do 

not 
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not  know  what.  At  laft  it  was  a  formal  letter 
from  Dingle?  about  her  exchequer  bufinefi. 
Well,  ITI  do'  it  on  Monday,  and  ietde  k  whh 
Tooke.  And  DOT,  boys,  for  your  letter,  I 
mean  the  firft,  N.  21.  Let's  fee  ;  come  out, 
iitde  letter.  -  -I  never  had  the  letter  from  the 
btthop  that  RayaKmd  mcntimx  j  but  I  have 
written  to  Ked  Southwell,  to  defire  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  to  (peak  to  his  Reverence,  that  he  may 
leave  off  his  impeionfftcc.  iwhat  a  pox  can 
they  think  I  am  doing  for«he  Archbifhop  here  ? 
yon  have  a  pretty  notion  of  me  in  Ireland,  to 
'  make  me  an  agent  for  the  Archbifhop  of  Du- 
blin. -  Why  ;  do  you  think  I  value  your 
people's  ingratitude  about  my  pan  in  ferring 
them  ?  I  remit  them  their  Flrit-Fruits  of  ingra- 
titude, as  freely  as  I  got  the  other  remitted  to 
them.  This  Lord  Trealurer  defers  writing  his 
letter  to  them,  or  die  they  would  be  plagnDy 
confounded  by  this  time.  For  he  dcfigns  to 
give  the  merit  of  k  wholly  to  the  Queen  and  me, 
and  to  let  them  know  k  was  done  before  the 
Duke  of  Qnnond  was  Lord  Lieutenant.  You 
vifit,  you  dine  abroad,  you  fee  friends,  you  pfl- 
fprhck  ;  you  walk  from  FiogUls,  you  a  car's 
foot.  O  Lord—  Lady  Gore  hung  her  chOd  by 
the  waift  ;  what  k  that  waift  *?  I  don't  under- 

fland 
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tise  ttnamj  of  her 

at  loft  *c  fas  aft  tfce  •»**»  ca  her  fide  :  So— 
».:r,  25  wdl  »  auc/,  k  to  be  met  mid*  m  JJt- 
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ftand  the  word ;  he  muft  hang  on  till  you  ex- 
plain or  fpell  it. — I  dont  believe  he  was  pretty, 
that's  a  liiii. — Pifli  ;  burn  your  Firft-Fruits  ;  a- 
gain  at  it.  Stella  has  made  twenty  falfe  fpellings 
in  her  writing  ;  I'll  fend  them  to  you  all  back 
again  on  the  other  fide  of  this  letter,  to  mend 
them ;  1  won't  mifs  one.  Why  ;  I  think  there 
were  feventeen  bilhops  names  to  the  letter  Lord 
Oxford  received. — I  will  fend  you  fome  pam- 
phlets by  Leigh  :  Put  me  in  mind  of  it  on  Mon- 
day, for  I  (hall  go  then  to  the  printer  ;  yes,  and 
the  Mifcellany.  I  am  mightily  obliged  to  Walls, 
but  I  don't  deferve  it  by  any  ufage  of  him  here, 
having  feen  him  but  twice,  and  once  en  paffant. 
Mrs  Manly  forfworn  ombre  !  What ;  and  no 
blazing  ftar  appear?  no  monfters  born  ?  no  whale 
thrown  up  ?  Have  you  not  found  out  fome  eva- 
fion  for  her  ?  She  had  no.  fuch  regard  to  oaths 
in  her  younger  days.  I  got  the  books  for  no- 
thing, Madam  Dingley  ;  but  the  wine  I  got  not  j 
it  was  but  a  promife. — Yes,  my  head  is  pretty 
well  in  the  main,  only  now  and  then  a  little 
threatning  or  fo. You  talk  of  my  reconcil- 
ing fome  great  folks.  I  tell  you  what  :  The 
Secretary  told  me  laft  night,  that  lie  had  found 
the  reafon  why  the  Queen  was  cold  to  him  for 
fome  months  paft ;  that  a  friend  had  told  it  him 
yefterday ;  and  it  was,  that  they  fufpe&ed  he 
was  at  the  bottom  with  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough.  Then  he  faid,  he  had  reflected  upon 
all  I  had  fpoken  to  him  long  ago  ;  but  he  thought 

it 
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k  had  been  only  my  fufpicion,  and  my  zeal  and 
kindnefs  for  him.     I  fold  I  had  reaibn  to  take 
that  very  HI,  to  imagine  I  knew  fo  little  of  the 
world  as  to  talk  at  a  venture  to  a  great  mini- 
fter;  that  I  had  gone  between   him   and   Lord 
Treafurer  often,  and  told  each  of  them  what  I 
had  faid  to  the  other,  and  that  I  had  informed 
him  fo  before :  He  faid  all  that  you  may  ima- 
gine, to  excufe  himfelf,  and  approve  my  conduct 
I  told  him  I  knew  all  along,  that  this  proceeding 
of  mine  was  the  fureft  way  to  fend  me  back  to 
my  willows   in  Ireland ;  but  that  I  regarded  it 
not,  provided  I  could  do  the  kingdom  fervice  in 
keeping  them  well  together.     I  minded  him  how  * 
often  I  had  told  Lord  Treafturer,  Lord  Keeper, 
and  him  together,  that  all  things  depended  on 
their  union,   and  that  my   comfort  was  to  fee 
them  love  one  another ;  and  I  had  told  them  all 
finglv,  that  I  had  not  faid  this  by  chance,  &c. 
He  was  in  a  rage  to  be  thus  fufpe&ed  ;  fwears  he 
will  be  upon  a  better  foot,  or  none  at  all ;  and  I 
..do  not  fee  how  they  can  well  want  him  in  this 
juncture.     I  hope  to  find  a  way  of  fettling  this 
matter.     I  aft  an  honeft  part ;  that  will  bring 
me  neither  profit  nor  praife-     MD  muft  think 
the  better  of  me  for  it :  Nobody  elfe  fhall  ever 
know  it.     Here's  politicks  enough  for  once ;  but 
madam  D.  D.  gave  me  occafion  for  it.     I  think 
I  told  you  I  have  got  into  lodgings  that  don't 
finell  ill— O  Lord !  the  fpeftacles  :  Well,  Fll  do 
that  on  Monday  too;  although  it  goes  againft 
VOL.  XIV.  *  C  ~   IT.- 
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me  to  be  employed  for  folks  that  neither  you 
nor  I  care  a  groat  for.  Is  the  eight  pounds  from 
Hawkfhaw  included  in  the  thirty-nine  pounds 
five  fhillings  and  two-pence  ?  How  do  I  know 
by  this  how  my  account  ftands  ?  Can'c  you  write 
five  or  fix  lines  to  caft  it  up  ?  Mine  is  forty-four 
pounds  per  annum,  and  eight  pounds  froi-n  Hawk- 
Ihaw  makes  fifty-two  pounds.  Pray  fet  it  right, 

and  let  me  know ;  you  had  beft. And 

fo  noAv  I  have  anfwered  N.  21,  and  'tis  late  ;  and 
I  will  anfwer  N.  22.  in  my  next  :  This  cannot  go 
to-night,  but  fhull  on  Tuefday  :  And  fo  go  to 
your  play,  and  lofe  yotir  money  with  your  two 
'  eggs  a  penny  ;  filly  jade  ;  you  witty  ?  very  pretty  ! 
21.  Mrs  Van  would  have  me  dine  with  her 
again  to-day,  and  fo  I  did,  though  Lady  Mount- 
joy  has  fent  two  or  three  times  to  have  me  fee 
and  dine  with  her ;  and  fhe  is  a  little  body  I  love 
very  well.  My  head  has  ached  a  little  in  the 
evenings  thefe  three  or  four  days,  but  is  not  of 
that  giddy  fort,  fo  I  do  not  much  value  it.  I 
was  to  fee  Lord  Harley  to-day,  but  Lord  Trea- 
furer  took  phyfick,  and  I  could  not  fee  him. 
He  has  voided  much  gravel,  and  is  better,  but 
not  well-,  he  talks  of  going  on  Tuefday  to  fee 
the  Queen  at  Hampton-Court ;  I  wifli  he  may 
be  able.  I  never  faw  fo  fine  a  fummer  day  as 
this  was :  How  is  it  with  you  pray  ?  and  can't 
you  remember  naughty  packs.  I  han't  feen 
Lord  Pembroke  yet.  He  will  be  forry  to  mifs 
Dilly  :  1  wonder  you  fay  nothing  of  Dilly's  being 

got 
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r  Ireland  ;  if  he  be  not  there  (boo,  I  fhafl 
have  fence  certain  odd  thoughts;  gads  them  if 
you  can. 

:  :.  I  dined  in  die  city  to-day  with  Dr  Friend, 
at  one  of  my  printers  ;  I  enquired  for  Leigh,  but 
could  not  find  him :  I  have  forgot  what  fart  of 
apron  you  want.  I  muit  rout  among  your  let- 
ters, a  needle  in  a  bottle  of  hay.  I  gave  Sterne 
directions,  bat  where  to  find  him  Lord  knows. 
I  have  befpokca  the  fpeaacks ;  got  a  fct  of  Exa- 
miners, and  five  pamphlets,  which  I  have  either 
written  or  contributed  to,  except  the  beft,  which 
is  the  vindication  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  is  entirely  of  the  author  of  the  AtaLmtis.  1^ 
have  fettled  Diagley*s  afl&ir  with  Tooke,  who" 
has  undertaken  it,  and  understands  it.  I  have 
befpoken  a  MHceUany  :  What  would  you  have 
me  do  more  ?  It  coft  me  a  fttilling  coming  tvwv?*  i 
it  rains  terribly,  and  did  fo  in  th^-  morning.  Lord 
Treafurer  has  had  an  ill  day,  hi  much  pain.  He- 
writes  and  does  bufinefs  in  his  chamber  now  he 
is  ill,  the  man  is  bewitched  ;  he  defines  to  fee  me, 
and  111  maul  him,  but  he  wiH  not  value  k  a  rnfh. 

1  am  half  weary  of  them  afl.     I  often  burft 

out  into  thefe  thoughts,  and  wifl  certainly  fteal 
away  as  loon  as  I  decently  can.  I  have  many 
friends,  and  many  enemies  j  and  the  laft  are 
more  conttant  in  their  nature.  I  have  no  Jud- 
dering at  all  to  think  of  retiring  to  my  old  cir- 
cumftances,  if  you  can  be  eafy ;  but  I  whl  always 
lire  in  Ireland  as  I  did  the  lift  time:  I  win  not 
C  2  bunt 
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hunt  for  dinners  there,  nor  converfe  with  more 
than  a  very  few. 

23.  Morning.  This  goes  to-day,  and  fhall  be 
fealed  by  ami  by.  Lord  Treafurer  takes  phyfick 
again  to-day:  I  believe  I  fhall  dine  with  Lord 
Dupplin.  Mr  Tooke  brought  me  a  letter,  direct- 
ed  for  me  at  Morphew's  the  bookfeller.  I  fup- 
pofe,  by  the  poftage,  it  came  from  Ireland  ;  it 
is  a  woman's  hand,  and  feems  falfe  fpclt  on  pur- 
pofe  :  It  is  in  fuch  fort  of  verfe  as  Harris's  peti- 
tion ;  rallies  me  for  writing  merry  things,  and 
not  upon  divinity  ;  and  is  like  the  fubject  of 
the  archbi (hop's  laft  letter,  as  I  told  you.  Can 
you  guefs  whom  it  came  from  ?  It  is  not  ill  writ- 
ten j  pray  find  it  out :  There  is  a  Latin  verfe  at 
the  end  of  it  all  rightly  fpelt  j  yet  the  Englifh,  as 

I  think,  affectedly  wrong   in  many  places. 

My  plaguing  time  is  coming.  A  young  fellow- 
brought  me  a  letter  from  Judge  Coote,  with  re- 
commendation to  be  lieutenant  of  a  man  of  war. 
He  is  the  fon  of  one  Echlin,  who  was  minifter 
of  Belfaft  before  Tifdall,  and  I  have  got  fome 
other  new  cuftomers;  but  I  fhall  trouble  my 
friends  as  little  as  poilible.  Saucy  Stella  ufed  to 
jeer  me  for  meddling  with  other  folks  affairs  : 

But  now  I  am  punifhed  for  it. Patrick  has 

brought  the  candle,  and  I  have  no  more  room. 
Farewell,  &c.  &c. 

Here's  a  full  and  true  account  of  Stella's  new 
fpelling. 

Plaguefy, 
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Flagady,    -    - 

-    -    Diniog- 


-    -    Chafef. 
Waift,          -     -     Waft. 
Hooer,        -    -    Hour. 


A  boot,       -    - 


Merrit,  .  -  Merit. 
occrcct,  —  —  Sicict. 
Phamphkts,  -  Pamphlets. 


Tdl  me  trolr,  firrzh^  how  nonj  of  thdc  are 
.:  "..ilk;:  ;;  '.'.'.  -t  t...  h.  -'  "".  .:".  "•"  -re  '  "  u  "i  iz- 
f«cr  for  as  real  ffl  fpdfing  ?  Thar  are  but  four- 
teen  ;  I  £iid  nrcntr  by  gods.  You  oraft  not  be 
angry,  for  I  wiU  have  you  fpcfl  right,  let  the. 
woiid  go  how  k  will  ;  though,  after  afl,  there 
is  bet  a  raiftake  of  one  letter  in  any  of  tbefe 
wonis.  I  allow  yon  henceforth  hot  fix  fclfc 
m.  cvaj  letter  yon  fend  me. 


LETTER, 


f  Ite  tec  is 
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LETTER      LXX. 

London,  Off.  23,  1711, 

I  DINED  with  Lord  Dupplin,  as  I  told  you  I 
would,  and  put  my  thirty-fecond  into  the 
poft-office  my  own  felf ;  and  I  believe  there  has 
not  been  one  moment  fince  we  parted,  where- 
in a  letter  was  not  upon  the  road  going  OP 
coming  to  or  from  PMD  *.  If  the  Queen 
knew  it,  fhe  would  give  us  a  penfion  ;  for  it  is 
we  bring  good  luck  to  their  poft-boys  and  the 
pacquets,  elfe  they  would  break  their  necks 
and  link.  But,  an  old  faying  and  a  true  one  ; 
Be  it  fnow  or  ftorm  or  hail,  PMD's  letters  never 
fail :  Crofs  winds  may  fometimes  make  them 

tarry;    but   PMD's  letters  can't  mifcarry. 

Terrible  rain  to-day,  but  it  cleared  up  at  night 
enough  to  fave  me  twelve-pence  coming  home. 
Lord  Treafurer  is  much  better  this  evening.  I 
hate  to  have  him  ill,  he  is  fo  confoundedly  care- 
lefs.  I  won't  anfwer  your  letter  yet,  fo  be  fatis- 
fied. 

24.  I  called  at  Lord  Treafurer's  to-day  at 
noon  ;  he  was  eating  fome  broth  in  his  bed- 
chamber, undrefTed,  with  a  thoufand  papers  a- 
bout  him.  He  has  a  little  fever  upon  him,  and 
his  eye  terribly  blood-fhot ;  yet  he  drafted  him- 
felf,  and  went  out  to  the  treafury.  He  told  me, 
he  has  a  letter  from  a  lady,  with  a  complaint 

agaiaft. 
*  That  is  Prefto  and  MD. 
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;  kwas  from  Mrs  Coos,  a 


k  did  not  bft 

adogaBdiisdiy.     IB  the  frft  I  Ire  had  thk 
HhaB  take  rar  pSk  if  I  bear  of  k 

¥    f"..j.l    _».  V  ,-,f_  TiM",,— I.,  i7 
A  IFF*^**   3E  lijiijr  JRHMBO 

Coote,«Ki  vent  to  fee  Lnd 
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25.  The  Queen  is  at  Hampton-Court  •,  Cue 
went  on  Tuefday  in  that  terrible  rain.  I  dined 
with  Lewis  at  his  lodgings,  to  difpatch  fome 
bufinefs  we  had.  I  fcnt  this  morning  and  even- 
ing to  Lord  Treafurer,  and  he  is  much  worfe 
by  going  out  ;  I  am  in  pain  about  evening. 
He  has  fent  for  Dr  Radcliff,  pray  God  preferve 
him.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {hewed 
me  to-day  a  ballad,  in  manufcript,  againft  Lord 
Treafurer  and  his  South-Sea  project  j  it  is  very 
fharply  written  :  If  it  be  not  printed,  I  will  fend 
it  to  you.  If  it  be,  it  lhall  go  in  your  pacquet 
of  pamphlets. — I  found  out  your  letter  about 
directions  for  the  apron  ;  and  have  ordered  to 
be  bought,  a  cheap,  green  filk  work  apron  ;  I 
have  it  by  heart.  I  fat  this  evening  with  Mrs 
Barton,  who  is  my  near  neighbour.  It  was  a 
delicious  day,  and  I  got  my  walk,  and  was  think- 
ing whether  MD  was  walking  too,  juft  at  that 

time  that  Prefto  was. This  paper  does  not 

cod  me  a  farthing,  I  have  it  from  the  fecretary's 
office.  I  long  till  to-morrow,  to  know  how  my 
Lord  Treafurer  fteeps  this  night,  and  to  hear  he 
mends  :  We  are  all  undone  without  him ;  fo 
pray  for  him,  firrahs, — and  don't  ftay  too  late  at 
the  dean's. 

26.  I  dined  with  Mrs  Van ;  for  the  weather 
is  fo  bad,  and  I  am  fo  bufy,  that  I  can't  dine  with 
great  folks  :  And  befides,  I  dare  eat  but  little,  to 
keep  my  head  in  order,  which  is  better.  Lord 
Treafurer  is  very  ill,  but  I  hope  in  no  danger. 

We 
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"We  have  no  quiet  with  the  "VYliigs,  they  are  fo 
violent  againit  a  peace  ;  but  I'll  cool  them,  with 
a  vengeance,  very  loon,  i  have  not  heard  from 
the  bilhop  of  Clogher,  whether  he  has  got  his 
ftarues.  I  writ  to  him  fir  weeks  ago  ;  he's  fo 
bufy  with  his  parliament.  I  won't  anfwer  your 
letter  yet,  fay  what  you  will,  faucy  girls  ! 

27.  I  forgot  to  go  about  forne  buunefs  this 
morning,  which  coft  me  double  the  time  ;  and  I 
was  forced  to  be  at  the  fecretary's  office  till  four, 
and  lofe  my  dinner ;  fo  I  went  to  ^Irs  Van's, 
and  made  them  get  me  three  herrings,  which  I 
am  very  fond  of,  and  they  are  a  light  vittals  : 
Befides,  I  was  to  have  fupped  at  Lady  Afhburn- 
ham's  ;  but  the  drab  did  not  call  for  us  in  her 
coach,  as  fhe  promifed, — but  fent  for  us,  and  fo 
I  fent  my  excufes.  It  has  been  a  terrible  rainy 
day ;  but  fo  flattering  in  the  morning,  that  I 
would  needs  go  out  in  my  new  hat.  I  met  Leigh 
and  Sterne  as  I  was  going  into  the  park.  Leigh 
fays  he  will  go  to  Ireland  in  ten  days,  if  he  can 
get  Sterne  to  go  with  him  ;  fo  I  will  lead  him 
the  things  for  MD,  and  I  have  defired  him  to 
enquire  about  the  box.  I  hate  that  Sterne  for 
his  careleffnefs  about  it ;  but  it  was  my  fault. 

29.  I  was  all  this  terrible  rainy  day  with  my 
friend  Lewis,  upon  bufinefs  of  importance  ;  and 
I  dined  with  him,  and  came  home  about  feven, 
and  thought  I  wouid  amufe  myfelf  a  little  after 
the  pains  I  had  taken.  I  law  a  volume  of  Con- 
greve's  Plays  in  my  room,  that  Patrick  had  ta- 
ken 
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ken  to  read  j  and  I  looked  into  it,  and  in  mere 
loitering  read  in  it  till  twelve,  like  an  owl  and  a 
fool  :  If  ever  I  do  fo  again  ;  never  faw  the  like. 
Count  Callus,  the  emperor's  envoy,  you  will 
hear  is  in  difgrace  with  us :  The  Queen  has  or- 
dered her  minifters  to  have  no  more  commerce 
with  him  j  the  reafon  is,  the  fool  writ  a  rude 
letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  fecretary  of  ftate, 
complaining  of  our  proceedings  about  a  peace  ; 
and  he  is  always  in  clofe  confidence  with  Lord 
Wharton,  and  Sunderland,  and  others  of  the 
late  miniftry.  I  believe  you  begin  to  think  there 
will  be  no  peace  ;  the  Whigs  here  are  fure  it 
cannot  be,  and  flocks  are  fallen  again.  But  I 
am  confident  there  will,  unlefs  France  plays  us 
tricks  ;  and  you  may  venture  a  wager  with  any 
of  your  Whig  acquaintance,  that  we  fhall  not 
have  another  campaign.  You  will  get  more  by 

it  than  by  ombre,  firrah. 1  let  flip  telling  you 

yefterday's  journal,  which  I  thought  to  have 
done  this  morning,  but  blundered.  I  dined 
yefterday  at  Harry  Coote's,  with  Lord  Hatton, 
Mr  Finch,  a  fon  of  Lord  Nottingham,  and  Sir 
Andrew  Fountaine.  I  left  them  foon  ;  but  hear 
they  (laid  till  two  in  the  morning,  and  were  all 
drunk  ;  and  fo  good  night  for  laft  night,  and 
good  night  for  to-night.  You  blundering  goofe- 
cap,  an't  you  afhamed  to  blunder  to  young 
ladies  ?  I  fhall  have  a  fire  in  three  or  four  days 
now,  oh,  ho. 

30.  I  was  to-day  in  the  city  concerting  fonie 
things  with  a  printer,  and  am  to  be  to-morrow 

all 
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afl  day  bufy  with  Mr  Secretary  about  the  iame. 
I  won't  tcfl  yoo  now  ;  but  the  miniftcrs  reckon  k 
win  do  abundance  of  good,  and  open  the  eyes  of 
the  nation,  who  are  half  bewitched  againft  a 
peace.  Few  of  this  generation  can  remember 
any  thing  bat  war  and  taxes,  and  they  think  k  it 
as  h  {hocld  be  ;  whereas  'tis  certain  we  are  die 
moft  undone  people  in  Europe,  as  I  am  afraid  I 
fhafl  »»afcy  ajppffar  bevond  all  coifrti  «td  JtiOii*  But 
I  forgot ;  I  won't  tefl  you  what  I  will  do,  nor 
what  I  win  not  do :  So  let  me  alone,  and  go  to 
Stems,  and  give  goody  Stoyte  and  Catharine  my 
humble  fa-rice ;  I  love  goody  Stoyte  better  than 
goody  Walls.  Wholl  pay  me  for  this  green 
apron  ?  I  wfll  hare  the  money ;  k  coft  ten  fliil- 
ungs  and  fixpence.  I  think  k  plaguy  dear  for  a 
cheap  thing -,  but  they  (aid  that  EnglHh  fiik  would 
cockle,  and  I  know  not  what.  You  have  the 
making  into  the  bargain.  TIs  right  Italian :  I 
have  feat  k  and  the  pamphlets  to  Leigh,  and  will 
lend  the  Mlfcdlanies  and  fpcdades  in  a  day  or 
two.  I  would  fend  more  ;  but  faith  Fm  plaguy 

pCCr  It   ZT'~.'.:.-'. 

31.  The  devil's  in  this  iecretary ;  when  I  went 
this  morning  he  had  people  with  him  ;  but,  fays 
he,  we  are  to  dine  with  Prior  to-day,  and  then 
wffl  do  aU  our  bofinds  in  the  afternoon.  At  two 

Prior  leads  word,  he  L;  c:her^:ie  engaged;  tl:*n 
the  fecretary  and  I  go  and  dine  with  Brigadier 
Britton,  fit  tffl  eight,  grow  merry,  no  buficefs 
done  ;  he  B  in  hafkc  to  fee  Lady  Jerfcy  j  we  part, 

and 
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and  appoint  no  time  to  meet  again.  This  is  the 
fault  of  all  the  prefent  minifters,  teazing  me  to 
death  for  my  affiftance,  laying  the  whole  weight 
of  their  affairs  upon  it,  yet  flipping  opportunities. 
Lord  Treafurer  mends  every  day,  though  {lowly  : 
I  hope  he  will  take  care  of  himfelf.  Pray,  will 
you  fend  to  Parvifol  to  fend  me  a  bill  of  twenty 
pounds  as  foon  as  he  can,  for  I  want  money.  I 
muft  have  money  ;  I  will  have  money,  firrahs. 

Nov.  i.  I  went  to-day  into  the  city  to  fettle 
fome  bufinefs  with  Stratford,  and  to  dine  with 
him  ;  but  he  was  engaged,  and  I  was  fo  angry  I 
would  not  dine  with  him,  or  any  other  merchant  j 
but  went  to  my  printer,  and  ate  a  bit,  and  did 
bufinefs  of  mifchief  with  him,  and  I  fhall  have 
the  fpedtacles  and  Mifcellany  to-morrow,  and 
leave  them  with  Leigh.  A  fine  day  always  makes . 
me  go  into  the  city,  if  I  can  fpare  time,  becaufe 
it  is  exercife  ;  and  that  does  me  more  good  than 
any  thing.  I  have  heard  nothing  fince  of  my 
head,  but  a  little,  I  don't  know  how,  fometimes: 
But  I  am  very  temperate,  efpecially  now  the 
treafurer  is  ill,  and  the  minifters  often  at  Hamp- 
ton-Court, and  the  fecretary  not  yet  fixed  in  his 
houfe,  and  I  hate  dining  with  many  of  my  old 
acquaintance.  Here  has  been  a  fellow  difcovered 
going  out  of  the  Eaft-India  houfe  with  fixteen 
thoufand  pounds  in  money  and  bills ;  he  would 
have  efcaped,  if  he  had  not  been  fo  uneafy  with 
third,  that  he  ftole  out  before  his  time,  and  was 
caught.  But  what  is  that  to  MD  ?  1  wilh  we 
i  had 
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"had  the  money,  provided  the  Eaft-India  company 
was  never  the  worfe  ;  you  know  we  muft  not  co- 
vet, fee.  Our  weather,  for  this  fortnight  paft, 
is  chequered,  a  fair  and  rainy  day ;  this  was  very 
fine,  and  I  have  walked  four  miks ;  wifh  MD 
would  do  fo,  lazy  fluttikins. 

2.  It  has  rained  all  day  with  a  continueado,  and 
I  went  in  a  chair  te  dine  with  Mrs  Van ;  always 
there  in  a  very  rainy  day.  Bat  I  made  fhift  to 
come  back  afoot.  I  live  a  very  retired  life,  pay 
very  few  vifiis,  and  keep  but  very  little  company ; 
I  read  no  news-papers.  I  am  forry  I  fent  you  the 
Examiner  ;  for  the  printer  is  going  to  print  them 
in  a  fmall  volume  :  It  feems  the  author  is  too 
proud  to  have  them  printed  by  faWcription,  tho* 
his  friends  offered,  they  fay,  to  make  it  worth, 
five  hundred  pounds  to  him.  The  Spectators  are 
likewife  printing  in  a  larger  and  a  fmaller  volume  : 
So  I  believe  they  are  going  to  leave  them  off;  and 
indeed  people  grow  weary  .of  them,  though  they 
are  often  prettily  written.  We  have  had  no  news 
for  me  to  fend  you  now  towards  the  end  of  my 
letter.  The  Queen  has  the  gout  a  little  ;  I  hop- 
ed the  Lord  Trcafurer  would  have  had  it  too ; 
bat  Radcliff  told  me  yefterday,  it  was  the  rheu- 
matifm  in  h:s  knee  uid  foot ;  however  he  roends, 
and  I  hope  will  be  abroad  hi  a  fhort  time.  I  am 
told  they  defign  giving  away  feveral  employments 
before  the  Parliament  fits,  which  will  be  the  thir- 
teenth inftant.  I  either  do  not  like,  or  not  un- 
derftand  this  policy ;  and  if  Lord  Treafurer  does 
VOL.  XIV.  D  ad 
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not  mend  foon,  they  muft  give  them  juft  before 
the  feillons.  But  he  is  the  greateft  procraftinator 
in  the  world. 

3.  A  fine  day  this,  and  I  walked  a  pretty  deal ; 
I  ftuHt  the  fecretary's  pockets  with  papers,  which 
he  muft  read  and'fettle  at  Hampton-Court,  where 
he  went  to-day,  and  (lays  fome  time.  They  have 
no  lodgings  for  me  there,  fo  I  can't  go  ;  for  the 
town  is  fmali,  chargeable,  and  inconvenient.  Lord 
Treafurer  had  a  very  ill  night  laft  night,  with 
much  pain  in  his  knee  and  foot,  but  is  eafier  to- 
day.  And  fo  I  went  to  vifit  Prior  about  fome 

bufinefs,  and  fo  he  was  not  within,  and  fo  Sir 
Andrew  Fountaine  made  me  dine  to-day  again 
with  Mrs  Van,  and  I  came  home  foon,  remem- 
bering this  muft  go  to-night,  and  that  I  had  a 
letter  of  MD's  to  anfwer.  O  Lord,  where  is  it  ? 
Let  me  fee  ;  fo,  fo,  here  it  is.  You  grudge  writ- 
ing fo  foon.  Pox  on  that  bill ;  the  woman  would 
have  me  manage  that  money  for  her.  I  do  not 
know  what  to  do  with  it ;  now  I  have  it ;  I  am 
like  the  unprofitable  fteward  in  the  Gofpel :  / 
laid  it  up  in  a  napkin  ;  there  thou  haft  nvkat  is  thine 
own,  &c.  Well,  well,  I  know  of  your  new- 
mayor.  (I'll  tell  you  a  pun  :  A  fillimonger  owed 
a  man  two  crowns ;  fo  he  fent  him  a  piece  of  bad 
ling  and  a  tench,  and  then  faid  he  was  paid  :  How 
is  that  now  ?  find  it  out ;  for  1  won't  tell  it  you: 
Which  of  you  finds  it  out  ?)  Well,  but  as  I  was 
faying,  what  care  I  for  your  mayor  ?  I  fancy 
Ford  may  tell  Forbes  right  about  my  returning 

to 
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to  Ireland  before  Christmas,  or  Coon  after.  I'm 
fony  you  did  not  go  on  with  your  ftory  abo^at 
Pray  Gad  ym  k  Js&n  ;  I  never  heard  k  in  my  life, 

and  wonder  what  it  can  be. —Ah,  Stella,  filth 

you  leaned  upon  your  Bible,  to  think  what  to  Jay 
when  you  writ  that.  Yes,  that  Itory  of  the  fe> 
cretary's  making  me  an  example,  is  true.  "  Nevet- 
"  heard  it  before !"  why,  how  could  yon  hear  fc  ? 
Is  k  poffible  co  tell  yon  idle  huadmhh  part  of 
what  panes  4n  our  companies  here  ?  The  iecreta- 
ry  is  as  eafy  wkh  me,  as  Mr  Ad  difon  was.  I  have 
oftea  thought  what  a  fplutter  Sir  William  Tes&- 
ple  makes  about  being  fecretary  of  Hate ;  I  think 
Mr  St  John  the  greatdTt  young  man  I ever  knew; 
wit,  capacity,  beauty,  qukkaeis  of  apprehenfum, 
good  learning,  and  an  excellent  tafte;  the  heft 
orator  in  the  Houie  of  Commons,  aHipiralij^ 
;r&iion,  good  nature,  and  good  mannas  ; 
generous,  and  a  ikfpitcr  ot  rr;oney.  His  only  firait 
is  talking  to  his  friends  ia  way  of  compiaint  of 
too  great  a  load  of  buuads,  whkh  looks  a  litde 
Jike  atrocbitica :  And  he  endeavours  too  much  to 
mix  the  fine  gentkman,  and  man  of  pleafure, 
with  the  man  of  bounds.  What  truth  and  fin- 
ceritr  he  may  hare,  I  know  not :  He  is  now  but 
thirty-two,  and  has  been  fecretary  above  a  year. 
Is  not  all  this,  extraordinary?  How  he  iiands  with 
the  Queen  and  Lord  Treafurer,  I  have  toid  you 
before.  This  is  his  character  5  and  I  believe  you 
wifl  be  diverted  by  knowing  k.  I  writ  to  the 
Archbiihop  of  Dukin,  EaLop  of  Qoyne  and 
D  2  of 
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of  Clogher  together,  five  weeks  ago,  from  Wind- 
for:  I  hope  they  had  my  letters  ;  pray  know  if 
Clogher  had  his. — Fig  for  your'  phyfician  and 
his  advice,  Madam  Dingley  !  If  I  grow  worfe,  I 
will ;  otherwife  I  will  truft  to  temperance  and 
exercife:  Your  fall  of  the  leaf!  what  care  I 
when  the  leaves  fall  ?  I  am  forry  to  fee  them  fall 
with  all  my  heart  ;  but  why  fhould  I  take  phyfic 
becaufe  leaves  fall  off  from  trees  ?  that  won't 
hinder  them  from  falling.  If  a  man  falls  from 
a  horfe,  muft  I  take  phyfic  for  that  ? — This  ar* 
guing  makes  you  mad ;  but  it  is  true  right  rea- 
fon,  not  to  be  difproved.  I  am  glad  at  heart  to 
hear  poor  Stella  is  better  ;  ufe  exercife  and  walk, 
fpend  pattens,  and  fpare  potions ;  wear  out  clogs, 
and  wafte  claret.  Have  you  found  out  my  pun 
of  the  fishmonger  ?  Don't  read  a  word  more  till 
you  have  got  it.  And  Stella  is  handfome  again, 
you  fay  ?  and  is  flic  fat  ?  I  have  fent  to  Leigh 
the  fet  of  Examiners :  The  firft  thirteen  were 
written  by  feveral  hands,  fome  good,  fome  bad  ; 
the  next  thr.e-and- thirty,  were  all  by  one  hand, 
that  makes  forty-fix  * ;  then  the  author,  whoever 

he 

*  Here  the  Doflor's  memory  failed  him  a  little  :  He  ftould 
have  fuid,  The  firft  twelve  were  written  by  feveral  hands  (for 
Swift's  Examiners  commenced  with  No.  13.)  and  the  next  thir- 
ty-two were  by  one  hand,  in  all  forty-four.  Vid.  his  letter  to 
Stella,  dated  June  /.  1711.  If  the  reader  has  any  doubt  of  this 
matter  ftill  remaining,  le'  him  confult  the  two  laft  paragraphs 
of  the  forty-iourth  Examiner  ;  and  for  curiofity,  if  he  pleafcs, 
read  the  firil  paragraph  of  the  forty-fifth  Number,  where  l>e 

will 
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be  was,  tad  k  4krvs  on  porpofe 
jTrtri  .  and  Ac  toft  fix  *oe  wiirizB  by  %  vo- 
snaa.  HiAfkerekzn  araaoatof  Goi&wd  by 
tfcr  J*HC  raoa,  tfttt  the  fifds  lent  brFrtfio. 
Then,  Aa  Aafver  to  tke  Letter  to  cbc  Lords 
afeoot  GTP§,  br  Prdlo  ;  Piior'*  Jenrnfy,  by 
PrcSo;  Tindkadoa  of  die  Dnkc  of 

~ ".  -  1  ~. .     -  ~  ".   "  :  .  ~    rv    -  \  :     '.  '•.  ~"  -          ;_.!_; 

on  line's  Sermon,'  by  the  feme  woman,  only 

'-      -   -  -         •  "  "  "  «^r^ 

:      .  ^      -  .  -      _  T     .  .-  7     r." .....      .  .       i       : 

Tbra  dm's  &e  ftli&d^T,  and  apron  for 
Is,  a  pooxadof  ehocoLttc  without  fogar  for  S«d- 
la,  a  fee  faaf-nio  of  ivdrr,  gpren  me  by  ifis 
Si  Jofen  for  Efc^fcy.  and  a  targe  rcB  of  wfeacco, 
c«t  fluJrtcr  out  of  mo- 
»dfo«r!«5rof  fpe^adcs  for  die  Ltad 
There's  dee  czrfo,  I  bop?  k  v3i 
fife.  Ob,  3(t*  Ma&amaftd  I  *e  way 
;  we  write  to  ooc  aBaniierrb«t  k  k  npoa  SHS- 

T    ml  -I    __^    £»     |^aV  •¥>    - 

.._-_.      .  .    ^-. ..: z  :-.'-• ~- 

m'dide  orfes  ;  poor  Fkefio 
ifi) teU  bavctkeiaoKrjB toon 
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as  Tooke  gets  it.  And  fo  I  think  I  have  anfwer- 
cd  all,  and  the  paper  is  out,  and  now  I  have 
fetcht  up  my  week,  and  will  fend  you  another 

this  day  fortnight. Why,  you  rogues,    two 

crowns  make  tencb-ill-ling  :  You  are  fo  dull  you 
could  never  have  found  it  out.  Farewell,  &c. 
&c. 


LETTER      LXXI. 

London,  Nov.  3,    1711. 

MY  thirty-third  lies  now  before  me  juft 
finifhed,  and  I  am  going  to  feal  and 
fend  it,  fo  let  me  know  whether  you  would  have 
me  add  any  thing :  I  gave  you  my  journal  of 
this  day,  and  it  is  now  nine  at  night,  and  I  am 
going  to  be  bufy  for  an  hour  or  two. 

4.  I  left  a  friend's  houfe  to  day,  where  I  was 
invited,  juft  when  dinner  was  fctting  on  ;  and 
pretended  I  was  engaged,  becaufe  I  faw  fome 
fellows  I  did  not  know,  and  went  to  Sir  Mat- 
thew Dudley's,  where  I  had  the  fame  inconve- 
nience ;  but  he  would  not  let  me  go,  otherwife 
I  would  have  gone  home  and  fent  for  a  flice  of 
mutton  and  a  pot  of  ale,  rather  than  dine  with 
perfons  unknown,  as  bad,  for  ought  1  know,  as 
your  deans,  parfons,  and  curates.  Bad  flabby 
weather  to-day. — Now  methinks  I  write  at  eafe, 
when  I  have  no  letter  of  MD's  to  anfwer.  But 
I  miftook,  and  have  got  the  large  paper.  The 

Queen 
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Queen  is  laid  up  with  the  gout  at  Hampton- 
Court  i  fhc  is  now  feldom  without  it  any  long 
time  together  ;  I  fear  it  will  wear  her  out  in  a  very- 
few  years.  I  plainly  find,  I  have  lefs  twitchings 
about  my  toes  fince  thefe  min Liters  are  fick  and 
out  of  town,  and  that  I  don't  dine  with  them. 
I  would  compound  for  a  light  eafy  gout,  to  be 

perfectly  well  in  iriy  head. Pray  walk  when 

the  froft  comes,  young  ladies,  go  a  froft-biting. 
It  comes  into  ray  head,  that  from  the  very  time 
you  firit  went  to  Ireland,  1  have  been  always  ply- 
ing you  to  walk  and  read.  The  young  fellows 
here  have  begun  a  kind  of  faihion  to  walk,  and 
many  of  them  have  got  fmngeing  ftrong  fhoes 
on  purpofe  -,  it  has  got  as  far  as  feveral  young 
Lords  ;  if  it  hold,  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing. 
Lady  Lucy  and  I  are  fallen  out:  She  rails  at 
me,  and  I  have  left  viftting  her. 

5.  MD  was  very  troubieibme  te  me  laft  night 
in  my  fleep  ;  I  was  adreamed  5  methought,  that 
Stella  was  here :  I  a£ked  her  after  Dingley  j  and 
fhe  faid,  fhe  had  left  her  in  Ireland,  becaufe  {he 
defigned  her  ftay  to  be  fhort,  and  fuch  ftuffl 

Monfienr  Pontachartrain,  the  fecretary  of 

ftate  in  France,  and  Monfieur  Fontenelle,  the 
fecretary  of  the  Royal  Academy  there,  (who  writ 
the  Dialogues  des  morts,  &c.)  have  fent  letters 
to  Lord  Pembroke,  that  the  Academy  have, 
with  the  King's  confent,  chofen  him  one  of  their 
members,  in  the  room  of  one  who  is  lately  dead. 
But  the  cautious  gentleman  has  given  me  the 

letter* 
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letters  to  fhew  my  Lord  Dartmouth  and  Mr  St 
John,  our  two  fecretaries,  and  let  them  fee  there 
is  no  treafon  in  them  ;  which  I  will  do  on  Wed- 
nefday,  when  they  come  from  Hampton-Court. 
The  letters  are  very  handfome,  and  it  is  a  great 
mark  of  honour  and  distinction  to  Lord  Pem- 
broke. I  hear  the  two  French  minifters  are 
come  over  again  about  the  peace  •,  but  I  have 
feen  nobody  of  confequence  to  know  the  truth. 
I  dined  to-day  with  a  lady  of  my  acquaintance 
who  was  fick,  in  her  bed-chamber,  upon  three 
herrings  and  a  chicken  ;  the  dinner  was  my  be- 
fpeaking.  We  begin  now  to  have  chefnuts  and 
Seville  oranges  ;  have  you  the  latter  yet  ?  'Twas 
a  terrible  windy  day,  and  we  had  proceffions  in 
carts  of  the  Pope  and  the  Devil,  and  the  butchers 
rang  their  cleavers  ;  you  know  this  is  the  fifth 
of  November,  popery  and  gun-powder. 

6.  Since  I  am  ufed  to  this  way  of  writing,  I 
fancy  I  could  hardly  make  out  a  long  letter  to 
3SID  without  it.  I  think  I  ought  to  allow  for 
every  line  taken  up  by  telling  you  where  I  din- 
ed ;  but  that  will  not  be  above  feven  lines,  in  all 
half  a  line  to  a  dinner.  Your  Ingoldfby  is  going 
over,  and  they  fay  here,  he  is  to  be  made  a  Lord. 

Here  was  I  ftavinsj  in  my  room  till  two  this 

afternoon,  for  that  puppy  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine, 
who  was  to  go  with  him  into  the  city,  and  never 
came  •,  and  if  I  had  not  {hot  a  dinner  flying, 
with  one  Mr  Murray,  I  might  have  fafted,  or 
gone  to  an  ale-houfe. — You  never  faid  one  word 

of 
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of  goody  Stoyte  in  your  letter ;  but  I  fuppofe 
thefe  winter  nights  we  fhall  hear  more  of  her. — 
Does  the  Provoft  laugh  as  much  as  he  ufed  to 
do  ?  we  reckon  him  here  a  good-for-nothing 
fellow.  —1  deilgn  to  write  to  your  dean  one  of 
thefe  days,  but  I  can  never  find  time,  nor  what 
to  fay.  I  will  think  of  fomething  :  But  if  DD  * 
were  not  in  Ireland,  I  believe  ferioufly  I  ihould 
not  think  of  the  place  twice  a -year.  Nothing 
there,  ever  makes  the  fubject  of  talk  in  any 
company  where  I  am. 

7.  I  went  to-day  to  the  city  on  bufinefs  ;  but 
ftopt  at  a  printer's,  and  ftaid  there;  it  was  a  moft 
delicious  day.  I  hear  the  parliament  ia  to  be 
prorogued  for  a  fortnight  longer ;  I  fuppofe, 
either  becaufe  the  Queen  has  the  gout,  or  that 
Lord  Treafurer  is  not  well,  or  that  they  would 
do  fomething  more  towards  a  peace.  1  called  at 
Lord  Treafurer's  at  noon,  and  fat  a  while  with 
Lord  Harley,  but  his  father  was  afleep.  A  book- 
feller  has  reprinted,  or  new-titled,  A  Sermon  of 
Tom  Swift's  printed  laft  year  ;  and  publiih.es  an 
advertifement  calling  it  Dr  Swift's  Sermon.  Some 
friend  of  Lord  Galway  has,  bv  his  directions, 
publiihed  a  four-fhilling  book,  about  his  conduct 
in  Spain  9  to  defend  him  :  I  have  but  juft  feen 
it.  But  whit  care  you  for  books,  except  Pref- 
to's  Mifcellanies  ?  Leigh  promifed  to  call  and  fee 
me,  but  has  not  yet :  I  hope  he  will  take  care  of 
his  cargo,  and  get  your  Chelter  box.  A  mur- 
rain 
*  Thefe  two  initial  letters  inclods  both  Stella  and  Dinglry. 
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rain  take  that  box !  every  thing  is  fpoiled  .that 
is  in  it.  How  does  the  ftrong  box  do  ?  You  fay 
nothing  of  Raymond  :  Is  his  wife  brought  to  bed 
again  ?  or  how  has  he  finifhed  his  houfe,  paid 
his  debts,  and  put  out  the  reft  of  the  money  to 
ufe  ?  I  am  glad  to  hear  poor  Joe  is  like  to  get 
his  tw-o  hundred  pounds.  I  fuppofe  Trim  is 
now  reduced  to  flavery  again.  I  am  glad  of  it  j 
the  people  were  as  great  rafcals  as  the  gentlemen. 
But  I  mu ft  go  to  bed,  firrahs  ;  the  fecretary 
is  ftill  at  Hampton-Court  with  my  papers,  or  is 
come  only  to-night.  They  plague  me  with  at- 
tending them. 

8.  I  was  with  the  fecretary  this  morning,  and 
we  dined  with  Prior,  and  did  bufinefs  this  after- 
noon till  about  eight,  and  I  muft  alter  and  undo, 
and  a  clutter :  I  am  glad  the  parliament  is  pro- 
rogued. I  ftaid  with  Prior  till  eleven  ;  the  fe- 
cretary left  us  at  eight.  Prior,  I  believe,  will 
be  one  of  thofe  employed  to  make  the  peace, 
when  a  congrefs  is  opened.  Lord  Aihburnham 
told  to-day  at  the  coffee-houfe,  that  Lord  Har- 
ley  was  yefterday  morning  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle's  daughter  the  great  heirefs,  and  it  is 
got  about  all  the  town.  But  I  faw  Lord  Harley 
yefterday  at  noon  in  his  night-gown,  and  he  dined 
in  the  city  with  Prior  and  others  ;  fo  it  is  not 
true :  But  I  hope  it  will  be  fo  ;  for  I  knew  it  has 
been  privately  managing  this  long  time  :  The  La- 
dy will  not  have  half  her  father's  eftate  j  for  the 
Duke  left  Lord  Pelham's  fon  his  heir  j  the  wi- 
dow 
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dow  duchefc  will  not  ftand  to  the  will,  and  fhe 
is  now  at  law  with  Pelham.  However,  at  worft, 
the  girl  will  have  about  ten  thou(and  pounds  a- 
year,  to  fupport  the  honour;  for  Lord  Trea- 
furer  will  never  fave  a  groat  for  himfelf.  Lord 
Harley  is  a  very  valuable  young  gentleman  ;  and 
they  fay  the  girl  is  handfome,  and  has  good  fenfe^ 
but  red  hair. 

9.  I  defigned  a  jaunt  into  the  city  to-day  to 
be  merry,  but  was  difappointed,  fo  one  always  is 
in  this  life  ;  and  I  could  not  fee  Lord  Dartmouth 
to-day,  with  whom  I  had  forne  bufinefs.  Bufi- 
nefs  and  pleafure  both  difappointed.  You  can 
go  to  your  dean,  and,  for  want  of  him,  goody 
Stoyte,  or  Walls,  or  Manley,  and  meet  every 
where  with  cards  and  claret.  I  dined  privately 
with  a  friend  on  a  herring  and  chicken,  and  half 
a  flafe  of  bad  Florence.  I  begin  to  have  fires 
now,  when  the  mornings  are  cold  ;  I  have  got 
fome  loofe  bricks  at  the  back  of  my  grate,  for 
good  huibandry.  Fine  weather.  Patrick  tells 
me,  my  caps  are  wearing  out  ?  I  know  not  how 
to  get  others.  I  want  a  necdTary  woman  ftrange- 
ly  ;  I  am  as  helplefs  as  an  elephant. — I  had  three 
pacquets  from  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  coft 
me  four  fhillings,  all  about  Higgins,  printed 
frufF,  and  two  long  letters.  His  people  forget 
to  enclofe  them  to  Lewis  ;  and  they  were  only 
directed  to  Doctor  Swift,  without  naming  Lon- 
don, or  any  thing  elfe :  I  wonder  how  they  reach- 
ed me,  unlefs  the  poil-mafter  directed  them.  I 
have  read  all  the  trafh,  and  am  weary. 

10.  Whv; 
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10.  Why  j  if  you  muft  have  it  out,  fomething 
is  to  be  publifhed  of  great  moment,  and  three 
or  four  great  people  are  to  fee  there  are  no  mif- 
takes  in  point  of  fact :  And  'tis  fo  troublefomc 
to  fend  it  among  them,  and  get  their  corrections, 
that  I  am  weary  as  a  dog.  I  dined  to-day  with 
the  printer,  and  was  there  all  the  afternoon  ; 
and  it  plagues  me,  and  there's  an  end,  and  what 
would  you  have  ?  Lady  Dupplin,  Lord  Treafu- 
rer's  daughter,  is  brought  to-bed  of  a  fon.  Lord 
Treafurer  has  had  an  ugly  return  of  his  gravel. 
'Tis  good  for  us  to  live  in  gravel-pits,  but  not 
for  gravel-pits  to  live  in  us :  A  man  in  this  cafe 
fhould  leave  no  ftone  unturned.  Lord  Treafu- 
rer's  ficknefs,  the  Queen's  gout,  the  forwarding 
the  peace,  oca.fion  putting  off  the  Parliament  a 
fortnight  longer.  j\iy  head  has  had  no  ill  re- 
turns. I  had  good  walking  to-day  in  the  city, 
and  take  all  opportunities  of  it  on  purpofe  for 
my  health; "but  I  can't  walk  in  the  Park,  be- 
caufe  that  is  only  for  walking  fake,  and  lofes 
time,  fo  I  mix  it  with  bvulnefs  :  I  wifh  MD  walk- 
ed half  as  much  as  Prefto.  If  I  was  with  you, 
I'd  make  you  walk  ;  I  v,rould  walk  behind  or  be«- 
fore  you,  and  fhould  have  mafks  on,  and  be 
tuckt  up  like  any  ihing  ;  ano  Stella  is  naturally 
a  ftout  walker,  and  carries  herfclf  firm,  me- 
thinks  I  fee  her  ilrut  and  ftep  clever  over  a  ken- 
nel ;  and  Dinglcy  would  do  v.-ell  enough,  if  her 
petticoats  were  pinned  up  ;  but  Oie  is  fo  embroil- 
ed, and  fo  feartul,  and  then  Stella  fcolds,  and 
i  Dingley 
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and klb  daggled.    Harcyoa 
got  die  whale-tone  petticoats  amongft  yoa  yet? 

¥   inJj*   limn  -   a    ••«•  »«i    ILJ  jj    jmj  hwi^  »  nwir 

••  :LLs 


Tm  frying  ?  mcshmks  I  am  taking  to  MD  bee 
to  face. 

11.  Did  ltd!  you  that  old  Frowde,  die  old 
fool,  is  fcffiag  his  eflate  at  Pepperbara,  and  is 
fodking  about  the  town,  nobody  knows  where  ; 
and  who  do  you  think  manages  aH  dm  for  him, 
bat  dot  rogue  Chid,  die  doable  fiprire  of  Fare- 
ham  f  I  have  put  Mis  Mafham,  the  Queen's  {*- 
Tocrite,  upon  baying  it ;  bat  that  'fa  yet  a  great 
fccr=t?  and  I  have  employed  Lady  Oglethoip  to 
enquire  about  it.     I  was  with  Lady  Ogicthorp 
to-day,  who  is  come  to  town  far  a  week  or  two, 
and  to-morrow  I  w31  fee  to  hunt  oat  the  old 
fool;  he  is  utterly  rained,  and  at  this  prdeat 
iBfbmebfind  aDey'widt Ibme  <&ty  wench.     He 
has  two  fans  that  craft  fianre,    and  he 

•  |  -  ,     -m      ,_    —    f,  •!•«••         Tf  \M**   Uf.fl--.,, 
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the  land,  I  -wo!  defire  her  to  get  the  Queen  to 
gjne  fame  penfion  to  the  old  tool,  to  keep  him 
from  abfamteiy  flarwing.  What  do  you  meddle 
widi  other  pcopk's  affiiirs  for  r  %sSttfia.  O! 
bat  Mr  Maflamand  his  wife  are  *cry  urgent 
with  me,  fincelfirft  pot  them  in  the  bead  of 
k.  I  dined  widt  Sir  Matthew  Dodler ,  who,  I 
dooht,  wA  faon  lofe  his  emplopnent. 

12.  Morning.    I  am  going  to  hont  oat  old 
Frovde,  and  to  do  ibme  bofincB  m  the  ckr.     I 

E  :- 
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have  not  yet  called  to  Patrick,  to  know  whether 
it  be  fair.  It  has  been  paft  dropping  thefe  two 
days.  Rainy  weather  hurts  my  pate  and  my 
purfe.  He  tells  me,  'tis  very  windy,  and  begins 
to  look  dark  ;  woe  be  to  my  (hillings  :  An  old 
faying  and  a  true  ;  Few  fillings,  many  {hillings. 
If  the  day  be  dark,  my  purfe  will  be  light.  To 
my  enemies  be  this  curfe  ;  A  dark  day,  and  a 
light  purfe.  And  fo  I'll  rife,  and  go  to  my  fire, 
for  Patrick  tells  me  I  have  a  fa-;  ;  yet  it  is  not 
fhaving  day,  nor  is  the  weather  cold  ;  this  is  too 
extravagant.  What  is  become  of  Dilly  ?  1  fup- 
pofe  you  have  him  with  you.  Stella  is  juft  now 
ihewing  a  white  leg,  and  putting  it  into  the  flip- 
per.— Prefent  my  fervice  to  her,  and  tell  her  I 
am  engaged  to  the  Dean ;  and  defire  fhe  will 
come  too  :  Or,  Dinglcy,  can't  you  write  a  note  ? 
This  is  Stella's  morning  dialogue,  no,  morning 
fpeech  I  mean. — Morrow,  firrahs,  and  let  me 
rife  as  well  as  you  ;  but  I  promife  you  Walls 
can't  dine  with  the  Dean  to  day,  for  fhe  is  to  be 
at  Mrs  Proby's  juft  after  dinner,  and  to  go  with 
Gracy  Spencer  to  the  fhops,  to  buy  a  yard  of 
mufiin,  and  a  filver  lace  for  an  under-petticoat. 
Morrow  again,  firrahs. — At  night.  I  dined 
with  Stratford  in  the  city,  but  could  not  finifh 
my  affairs  with  him  ;  but  now  I  have  refolved  to 
buy  five  hundred  pounds  South-Sea  ftock,  which 
will  coft  me  three  hundred  and  eighty  ready  mo- 
ney ;  and  I  will  make  ufe  of  the  bill  of  a  hundred 
pounds  you  fent  me,  and  transfer  Mrs  Walls  over 

to 
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to 

a  -hundred  pounds  of  the  fccraarr,  and  repay 
Three  OiSling5  coach-hire  to-day.     I  tare 
fpoceo  to  Frown's  brother,  to  got  me  the  kmdl 
price  of  the  cthzte,  «o  tefl  Mrs  Malham. 

13.  I  dined  privately  widi  a  frknd  to-dar  ia 
the  ndghbonrhood.    laft  Saturday  night  I  came 
home,  and  the  dnb  had  joft  wauSed  my  room, 
and  my  bed-chamber  was  aH  wet,  and  I  was  for- 
ced to  go  to  bed  in  my  own  dcfenrr,  and  no  GK  ; 
I  was  fick  on  Sunday,  and  now  have  got  a  Swinge- 
ing cold.    I&ofekdEkeadogatPacrkk,  akho" 
he  was  oat  with  me  :  I  deleft  waihiag  of  rooms  :- 
Can't  they  waih  them  in  a  morning,  and  zcake  a 
fire,  and  leave  open  the  windows  ?  I  flept  not  a 
wink  laft  night,  €w  hawking  and  fpetting  :  And 
now  every  body  has  colds.     Here's  a  dntter  :  111 
go  to  bed,  and  fleep  if  I  can. 

14.  Lady  Moont]or  lent  to  me'two  days  ago  ; 
V    '.    -i--t-    '-  :_    c..:    :,-_:-.   .r.  L  .r.  ;'-.;  ;-;.-..:  : 

went  to  fee  Lord  Treafnrcr.  I  foond  Patrick 
had  been  joft  there  with  2  how  d'ye,  and  my 
lord  had  returned  aofwer  that  he  defired  to  fee 
me.  Mrs  Malham  was  with  him  when  I  came  ; 
and  they  are  never  difinrbed  :  TkweElheknot 
very  handibaae  ;  they  fit  alone  together,  fettfing 
thenation.  I  fet  with  Lady  Oxford,  and  fiopt 
Mrs  Malham  as  Ihe  came  out,  and  told  her  what 
progfiefi  I  had  made,  C2V.  and  then  went  to 
Lord  Treafurtt-  :  He  is  ray  weB,  onh/  mieady  at 
fifing  or  fitting,  whh  fame  iheamaikk  pain  in 
£2  his 
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his  thigh,  and  a  foot  weak.  He  fhewed  me  a 
fmall  paper,  fent  by  an  unknown  hand  to  one 
Mr  Cook,  who  fent  it  to  my  Lord  :  It  was  writ- 
ten in  plain  large  letters,  thus  : 

'*  Though  G d's  knife  did  not  fuccced  ; 

««  A  F n's  yet  may  do  the  deed." 

And  a  little  below  ;  "  Burn  this,  Dog."  My 
Lord  has  frequently  fuch  letters  as  thefe  :  Once 
he  (hewed  me  one,  which  was  a  vHion  defcribing 
a  certain  man,  his  drefs,  his  fword,  and  his  coun- 
tenance, who  was  to  murder  my  Lord.  And  he 
tolJ  me  he  faw  a  fellow  in  the  chapel  at  Windfor, 
with  a  drefs  very  like  it.  They  often  fend  him 
letters  figned  Your  humble  fervant,  The  Devil, 
and  fuch  ftuff.  I  fat  with  him  'till  after  ten,  and 
have  bufinefs  to  do. 

15.  The  fecretary  came  yefterday  to  town 
from  Hampton-Court,  fo  I  went  to  him  early 
this  morning  ;  but  he  went  back  laft  night  a- 
gain :  And  coming  home  to-night,  I  found  a 
letter  from  him,  to  tell  me  that  he  was  juft  come 
from  Hampton-Court,  and  juft  returning,  and 
will  not  be  here  till  Saturday  night.  A  pox  take 
him  !  he  ftops  all  my  bufinefs.  I'll  beg  leave  to 
come  back  when  I  have  got  over  this  •,  and  hope 
to  fee  JMD  in  Ireland,  foon  after  Chriftmas. — 
I'm  weary  of  courts,  and  want  my  journies  to 
Laracor  ;  they  did  me  more  good,  than  all  the 
miniftries  thefe  twenty  years.  I  dined  to-day  in 

the 
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£  as  I  defigned.    Lady 
it  Dilly  is   got  to  Ireland, 

and  that  the  archbiihop  of  Dublin  was  the  caufc 

:ning  fo  foon.     The  parliament  was 

prorogued  two  days  ago  for  a  fortnight,  which, 

:he  Queen's  abfence,  nukes  :a;  town  very 

.     They  tcli  me  the  Duke  of  Or- 

:s  all  the  world  away  with  him  from 

Ireland.     London   has  nothing  fo  bad  in  it  in 

knots  of  Irilh  folks ;  but  I  go 

to  no  cofibcehoafc,  and  fo  I  feldom  fee  them. 

This  letter  iha'l  go  on  Saturday  j  and  then  I  am 

vita  the  world  again.     1  have  lent  money, 

and  caano:  get  it,  and  am  forced  to  borrow  for 

-i 6.  My  man  made  a  blunder  this  morning, 
and  let  up  a  vitkcr,  when  I  had  ordered  to  fee 
nobody  ;  fo  I  was  forced  to  hurry  a  hang-dog 
inftrument  of  mine  into  my  bed-chamber,  and 
keep  him  cooling  his  heels  there  above  an  hour- 

1  am  going  in  the  common  forms 

of  n  great  cold  ;  I  believe  ic  will  la  ft  me  about 

ten  days  in  all. 1  thould  have  told  you  that 

in  thofe  two  verfes  lent  to  Lord  Treafurer,  the 

G d  ftands  for  Guifcard  ;  that  is  eafy.     But 

we  differed  about  F n  -,  I   thought     it    was 

for  Frenchman,  becaufe  he  hates  them,  and  they 
him  -,  and  fo  it  would  be,  that   although   Gutf- 
:Vd   its    dellgn,    the  knife   of  a 
Fren:  ht  yet  do  it.      My  Lord  thinks 

it  ftands  for  Fclton,  the  name  of  him  that  ftab- 

bed 
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bed  the  firft  Duke  of  Buckingham. — Sir  Andrev 
Fountains  and  I  dined  with  the  Vans  to-day, 
and  my  cold  made  me  loiter  all  the  evening. 
Stay,  young  women,  don't  you  begin  to  owe 
me  a  letter  ?  juft  a  month  to-day  fince  I  had 
your  N.  22.  I'll  ftay  a  week  longer,  and  then 
I'll  expect  like  agog  ;  till  then  you  may  play  at 
ombre,  and  fo  forth,  as  you  pleafe.  The  Whigs 
are  ftill  crying  down  our  peace,  but  we  will  have 
it,  I  hope,  in  fpite  of  them:  The  emperor  comes 
now  with  his  two  eggs  a  penny,  and  promifes 
wonders  to  continue  the  war  ;  but  it  is  too  late  : 
Only  I  hope  the  fear  of  it  will  ferve  to  fpur  on 
the  French  to  be  eafy  and  fincere.  Night,  fir- 
rahs  ;  I'll  go  early  to  bed. 

17.  Morning.  This  goes  to-night ;  I  will  put 
it  myfelf  in  the  poft-office.  I  had  juft  now  a 
long  letter  from  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin,  giv- 
ing me  an  account  of  the  ending  your  feffions, 
how  it  ended  in  a  ftorm  ;  which  ftorm,  by  the 
time  it  arrives  here,  will  be  only  half  nature. 
I  can't  help  it,  I  wont  hide.  I  often  advifed  the 
difiblution  of  that  parliament,  although  I  did 
not  think  the  fcoundrels  had  fo  much  courage  ; 
but  they  have  it  only  in  the  wrong,  like  a  bully 
that  will  fight  for  a  whore,  and  run  away  in  an 
army.  I  believe,  by  fevcral  things  the  archbi* 
{hop  fays,  he  is  not  very  well  either  with  the 
government  or  clergy. — See  how  luckily  my 
paper  ends  with  a  fortnight. — God  Almighty 
blefs  and  preferve  deareft  little  MD. — I  ffippofe 

ypur 
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TOOT  Lord  Ijrntmant  is  now  letting  out  for 
England.  I  wonder  the  bifhop  of  Cloghcr  does 
not  write  to  me  ;  or  let  me  know  of  his  ftatues, 
and  how  he  likes  them:  I  will  write  to  him  a- 
gain,  as  foon  as  I  have  leifure.  Farewell,  deareft 
MD,  and  love  Prdto,  who  loves  MD  infinitely 
above  all  earthly  things,  and  who  wOL — My 
fervke  to  Mrs  Stoyie,  and  Catharine.  Fm  fit- 
ting  in  my  bed  ;  but  will  rife  to  fcal  this.  Mor- 
row, dear  rogues.  Farewell  again,  dearcft  MD, 


LETTER      I.XXR. 


Nov.  17.  1711. 
T  P  UT  my  laft  this  evening  in  the  pott-office. 
JL  I  dined  with  Dr  Cockburn.  This  being 
Queen  Elizabeth's  birthday,  we  have  the  d— 
and  all  to  do  among  us.  I  juft  heard  of  the  ftir 
as  my  letter  was  fealed  this  morning;  and  was  fo 
crols  I  would  not  open  it  to  teflyou.  I  have  been 
Tinting  Lady  Oglethorp  and  Lady  Worfley  ;  the 
latter  b  lately  come  to  town  for  the  Winter, 
and  with  child,  and  what  care  yon  ?  This  is 
Queen  Elizabeth's  birth-day,  ufoally  kept  in  this 
town  by  'prentices,  &c.  but  the  Whigs  deugned 
a  mighty  proceffion  by  mid-night,  and  had  laid 
out  a  thoufand  pounds  to  drefs  up  the  Pope, 
Devil,  Cardinals,  Sacheverell,  &c.  and  carry  them 
with  torches  about,  and  burn  them.  They  did 

it 
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it  by  contribution.  Garth  gave  five  guineas ;  Dr 
Garth  I  mean,  if  ever  you  heard  of  him.  But 
they  were  feized  laft  night,  by  order  from  the  fe- 
cretary  :  You  will  have  an  account  of  it,  for 
they  bawl  it  about  the  ftreets  already.  They  had 
fome  very  foolifh  and  mifchievous  defigns  ;  and 
it  was  thought  they  would  have  put  the  rabble 
upon  aflaulting  my  Lord  Treafurer's  houfe,  and 
the  fecretary's  ;  and  other  violences.  The  Mili- 
tia was  raifed  to  prevent  it,  and  now,  I  fuppofe, 
all  will  be  quiet.  The  figures  are  now  at  the 
fecretary's  office  at  Whitehall.  I  defign  to  fee 
them  if  i  can. 

1 8.  I  was  this  morning  with  Mr  Secretary,  who 
juft  came  from  Hampton-Court.  He  was  telling 
me  more  particulars  about  this  buiinefs  of  burn- 
ing the  Pope.  It  coft  a  great  deal  of  money ; 
and  had  it  gone  on,  would  have  coft  three  times 
as  much  :  But  the  town  is  full  of  it,  and  half  a 
dozen  Grub-ftreet  papers  already.  The  fecretary 
and  I  dined  at  Brigadier  Britton's,  but  Heft  them 
at  iix,  upon  an  appointment  with  fome  fober 
company  of  men  and  ladies,  to  drink  punch  at 
Sir  Andrew  Fountaine's.  We  were  not  very 
merry  ;  and  I  don't  love  rack  punch,  I  love  it 
better  with  brandy  r  are  you  of  my  opinion  ? 
Why  then  ;  twelve-penny  weather  ;  firrahs,  why 
don't  you  play  at  flmttle-cock  ?  I  have  thought 
of  it  a  hundred  times  ;  faith  Prefto  will  come 
over  after  Chriftmas,  and  will  play  with  Stella 
before  the  cold  weather  is  gone.  Do  you  read 

ths 
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the  Spectators  ?  I  never  do  j  they  never  come  in 
my  way ;  I  go  to  no  coflee-houfes.  They  fay 
abundance  of  them  are  very  pretty ;  they  are  go- 
ing to  be  printed  in  fmall  volumes  ;  HI  bring 
them  over  with  me.  I  (hall  be  out  of  my  hurry 
in  a  week  ;  and  if  Leigh  be  not  gone  over,  I  will 
fend  you  by  him  what  I  am  now  finifhing.  I 
don't  know  where  Leigh  is  ;  I  have  not  feen  him 
this  good  while,  though  he  promised  to  call :  I 
{hall  fend  to  him.  The  Queen  coaoes  to  town 
on  Thurfday  for  good  and  all. 

19.  I  was  this  morning  at  Lord  Dartmouth's 
office,  and  fent  out  for  him  from  the  committee 
of  council,  about  fome  buSneis.  I  was  diking 
him  more  concerning  this  buftle  about  the  figures 
in  wax-work,  of  the  Pope  and  Devil,  &c.  He 
was  not  at  leifure,  or  he  would  have  feen  them. 
I  hear  the  owners  are  fo  impudent,  that  they  de- 
fign  to  replevin  them  by  law.  I  am  allured  that 
the  figure  of  the  devil  is  made  as  like  Lord  Trea- 
furer  as  they  could.  Why,  I  dined  with  a  friend 
in  St  JamesVftreet.  Lord  Treafurer,  I  am  told, 
was  abroad  to-day  ;  I  will  know  to-morrow  how 
he  does  after  k.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  is 
come,  and  was  yefterday  at  Hampton-Court  with 
the  Queen  ;  no,  it  was  t'other  day ;  no  it  was 
yefterday ;  for  to-day  I  remember  Mr  Secretary 
was  going  to  fee  him,  when  I  was  there,  not  at 
Duke  of  Marlhorough's,  but  at  the  fecre- 
tary's ;  the  Duke  is  not  fo  fond  of  ins.  "What 
care  I ;  I  won  feven  (hillings  to-night  at  picquet : 
I  play  twice  a-ycar  or  fo. 

:c.  I 
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20.  I  have  been  fo  teazed  with  Whiggifh  dif- 
courfe  by  Mrs  Barton,  and  Lady  Betty  Germain, 
never  faw  the  like.  They  turn  all  this  affair  of 
pope-burning  into  ridicule;  and  indeed  they  have 
made  too  great  clutter  about  it,  if  they  had  no 
real  reafon  to  apprehend  fome  tumults.  I  dined 
with  Lady  Betty.  I  hear  Prior's  commiffion  is 
pafled,  to  be  ambaftador  extraordinary  and  pleni- 
potentiary for  the  peace  ;  my  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
who  you  know  is  bifhop  of  Briftol,  is  the  other  ; 
and  Lord  Strafibrd,  already  ambaffador  at  the 
Hague,  the  third  :  I  am  forced  to  tell  you,  ig- 
norant fluts,  who  is  who.  I  was  punning  fcur- 
vily  with  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  and  Lord  Pem- 
broke this  evening.  Do  you  ever  pun  now  ?  fome- 
times  with  the  Dean,  or  Tom  Leigh.  Prior  puns 
very  well.  Odfo,  I  muft  go  fee  his  Excellency, 
'tis  a  noble  advancement :  But  they  could  do  no 
lefs,  after  fending  him  to  France.  Lord  Straf- 
ford  is  as  proud  as  hell,  and  how  he  will  bear 
one  of  Prior's  mean  birth,  on  an  equal  character 
with  him,  I  know  not.  And  fo  I  go  to  my  bufi- 
nefs,  and  bid  you  good  night. 

21.  I  was  this  morning  bufy  with  my  printer; 
I  gave  him  the  fifth  flieet,  and  then  1  went  and 
dined  with  him  in  the  city,  to  correct  fomething, 
and  alter,  £c.  and  I  walked  home  in  the  dufk, 
and  the  rain  overtook  me  :  And  I  found  a  letter 
here  from  Mr  Lewis  ;  well,  and  fo  I  opened  it  ; 
and  he  fays,  The  peace  is  paft  danger,  &c.  Well, 
and  fo  there  was  another  letter  inclofed  in  his : 

Well; 


. 

WeB;  and  fb  I  looked  on  the  outfide  of  this 
t'other  letter.  Wdl;  and  fo  who  do  joa  dunk 
this  t'other  ktter  was  from  ?  WeD  ;  and  fb  111 
tefl  you,  h  was  from  Ihtle  MD,  N.  23,  23,  23, 
23.  I  tell  TOO  it  is  no  more,  I  have  told  yon  fb 
before  * :  But  I  juft  looked  again  to  fatisfy  TOO. 
Hie,  Stella,  yon  write  like  an  emperor,  a  great 
deal  together ;  a  very  good  hind,  and  but  four 
fail e  fpdliags  in  alL  Shall  I  fend  them  to  you  ? 
I  am  glid  you  did  not  take  my  correction  3L 
Well  ;  but  I  will  not  anfwer  your  letter  now, 
firrah  faucy  boxes,  no,  no;  not  yet;  jtrft  a 
month  and  three  days  from  the  bit,  which  is 
jnft  five  weeks ;  you  fee  it  comes  juft  when  I 
r-.z'".  :  rr. -.:!:. 

22.  Morning.  Tooke  has  juft  brought  me 
Dingley's  money.  I  will  give  you  a  note  for  it 
at  the  end  of  this  letter.  There  was  half  a 
crown  for  entering  the  letter  or  attorney :  But 
I  fwore  to  ftop  that.  IH  fpend  your  money 
bravely  hoc.  B4orrow,  dear  firrahs.  At 

night.  I  dined  to-day  with  Sir  Thomas  Han- 
mer ;  his  wife,  die  Dnchds  of  Grafton,  dined 
with  us :  She  wears  a  great  high  head-drefs, 
fnch  as  was  in  fathion  fifteen  years  ago,  and 
looks  Eke  a  mad-woman  in  it ;  yet  fhe  has  great 
remains  of  beauty.  I  was  this  evening  to  fee 
Lord  Hariey,  and  thought  to  hare  fit  with  Lord 
Treaiurer ;  but  he  was  taken  up  with  the  Dutch 

ecroy, 

o«re  '?  "»ift*$  %tc  and  nsanocr  of  coa- 
tiaa  tkdc  i 
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envoy,  and  fuch  folks  ;  and  I  would  not  flay. 
One  particular  in  life  here,  different  from  what 
I  have  in  Dublin,  is,  that  whenever  I  come 
home,  I  expect  to  find  fome  letter  for  me,  and 
feldom  mifs ;  and  never  any  thing  worth  a  far- 
thing, but  often  to  vex  me.  The  Queen  does 
not  come  to  town  till  Saturday.  Prior  is  not 
yet  declared  ;  but  thefe  minifters  being  at  Hamp- 
ton-Court, I  know  nothing  ;  and  if  I  write  news 
from  common  hands,  it  is  always  lies.  You  will 
think  it  affectation  ;  but  nothing  has  vexed  me 
more  for  fome  months  paft,  than  people  I  never 
faw,  pretending  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  and 
yet  fpeak  ill  of  me  too  ;  at  leaft  fome  of  them. 
An  old  crooked  Scotch  Countefs,  whom  I  never 
heard  of  in  my  life,  told  the  Duchefs  of  Hamil- 
ton t'other  day,  that  I  often  vifited  her.  People 
of  worth  never  do  that ;  fo  that  a  man  only  gets 
the  fcandal  of  having  fcurvy  acquaintance.  Three 
ladies  were  railing  againft  me  fome  time  ago,  and 
faid  they  were  very  well  acquainted  with  me  ; 
two  of  which  I  had  never  heard  of  ;  and  the 
third  had  only  feen  twice  where  I  happened  to 
vifit.  A  man  who  has  once  feen  me  in  a  coffee- 
houfe,  will  afk  me  how  I  do,  when  he  fees  me 
talking  at  Court  with  a  minifler  of  flate,  who 
is  fure  to  afk  me,  how  I  came  acquainted  with 
that  fcoundrel.  But  come,  firrahs,  this  is  all 
fluff  to  you,  fo  I'll  fay  no  more  on  this  fide  the 
paper,  but  turn  over. 

23.  My  printer  invited  Mr  Lewis  and  me  to 

dine  at  a  tavern  to-day,  which  I  have  not  done 

i  five 
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five  tunes  fince  I  came  to  England  ;  IneverwiQ 
call  k  Britain,  pray  don't  call  it  Britain.  My 
week  is  not  oat,  and  one  fide  of  this  paper  is  out, 
and  I  have  a  letter  to  anfwer  of  MD*$  into  the 
bargain  :  Mnft  I  write  on  the  third  fide  ?  £uth 
that  wfll  give  you  an  ffl  habk.  I  few  Leigh  lift 
night :  He  gives  a  terrible  accoant  of  Sterne : 
He  reckons  he  is  (educed  by  fame  •imhia  ;  he 
is  over  head  and  ears  in  debt,  and  has  pawned 
ieveral  things.  Leigh  iays~  he  goes  on  Monday 
next  for  Ireland,  but  bdiercs  Scerae  wiD  not  go 
with  him;  Sterne  has  kept  him  theJe  three 
•pmff*^*»«-  Leigh  has  got  the  apron  an4  things, 
and  promHes  to  tail  for  the  box  at  Chefier  §  but 
I  defpair  of  k.  Good  night,  firrahs  ;  I  hare 

24. 1  have  £mHhed  my  pamphlet  to-day,  which 
has  coft  me  fo  much  time  and  trouble  ;  k  wfll  be 
ftubihaed  in  three  or  four  days,  when  the  parlia- 
ment begins  fitting.  I  JuppoJe  the  Queen  is  come 
to  town,  but  know  nothing,  having  been  in  the 
city  nVfifhn^;  and  correcting  with  die  printer. 
When  I  can*  home,  I  found  letters  on  my  table 
as  ufuil,  and  one  from  your  mother,  to  teu*  me, 
thai  yon  defire  your  writings  and  a  picture  Lhouki 
be  feat  to  me,  to  be  feat  over  to  you.  I  have 
juft  anlwered  her  letter,  and  promhed  to  take 
care  of  them  if  they  be  fast  to  me.  She  is  at 
Tarnham:  It  k  too  late  to  fend  them  by  Leigh  ; 
fefides,  I  will  wak  your  orders,  Madam  Stella. 
I  am  going  to  finifh  a  letter  to  Lord  Treafurer, 
VOL,  XLV.  F 
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about  reforming  our  language  ;  but  nYft  I  mull 
put  an  end  to  a  ballad  ;  and  go  you  to  your  cards, 
firr.ihs  ;  this  is  card  feafon. 

25.  I  was  early  with  the   fecrctary  to-day,  but 
he  was  gone  to  his  devotions,  and  to  receive  the 
facrament ;  feveral  rakes  did   the  fame  ;  it   was 
not  for  piety,  but  employments,  according  to  act 
of  parliament.     I  dined  with   Lady  Mary  Dud- 
ley ;  and  paft  my  time  flnce  infipidly,  only  I  was 
at   Court  at   noon,  and  faw  fifty  acquaintance  I 
had  not  met  this  long  time  :  That  is  the  advan- 
tage of  a  court,  and  I  fancy  I  am  better  known 
than  any  man  that  goes  there.    Sir  John  Walters' 
quarrel  with  me,  has   entertained  the  town  ever 
lince  ;  and   yet  we  never  had  a  word,   only  he 
ra'led  at  me  behind  my  back.    The  parliament  is 
again  to  be  prorogued  for  eight  or  nine  days  ; 
for  the  Whigs  are  too  fcrong  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords :  Other  reafons  are  pretended,  but  that  is 
the  truth.     The  prorogation  is  not  yet  known, 
but  will  be  to-morrow. 

26.  Mr  Lewis  and  I  dined  with  a  friend  of  his  ; 
and  unexpectedly  there  dined  with  us  an   Irifh 
knight,  one  Sir  John  St  Leger,  who  follows  the 
law  here,  but  at  a  great  diftance  :  He  was  fo  pert, 
1  was  forced  to  take  him  down  more  than   once. 
I  faw  to-day  the  Pope,  and  Devil,  and  the  other 
figures  of   Cardinals,  &c.  fifteen    in   all,  which 
have  made  fuch  a  noife.     I  have  put   an  under- 
ftrapper  upon  writing  a  two-penny  pamphlet,  to 
give  an  account  of  the  whole  defign.     My  large 

pamphlet 
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pamphlet  will  be  publi&eJ  to-morrow,  copies  are 
lent  to  the  great  men  this  night.  DomviUe  is 
cooie  home  from  his  travels  ;  I  am  vexed  at  it ; 
I  have  not  feea  him  yet ;  1  ddign  to  prefent  him 
to  all  the  great  men. 

27.  DomviUe  came  to  me  this  morning,  and 
we  dined  at  Pontack's,  and  were  all  day  together, 
till  fix  this  evening  ;  he  is  perttcUy  as  fine  a  gen- 
tleman as  I  know ;  he  fet  me  down  at  Lord  Trea- 
furer's,  with  whom  I  ftaid  about  an  hour,  till 
Monfieur  Buys,  the  Dutch  envoy,  came  to  him 
about  ouuDeis.     My   Lord  Treafurer   is  prrtty 
veil ;  but  itiiF  in  the  hips  with  the  remains  of  the 
rheurcarifm.    I  am  to  bring  DomviUe  to  my  Lord 
Ha;  ley  in  a  day  or  two.     It  was  the  dirtieft  rainy 
day  that  ever  I  faw.     The  pamphlet  *  is  pubuih- 

Lord  Treafurer  had  it  by  him  on  the  table, 
and  was  aiking  me  about  the  mottos  in  the  title* 
page  i  he  gave  me  ooe  of  them  himfelf.  I  mull 
lend  you  the  pamphlet  if  I  can. 

28.  Mrs  Van  lent  to  me  to  dine  with  her  to- 
day, becaufe  fome  ladies  of  my  acquaintance  were 
to  be  there  ;  and  there  I  dined.  I  was  this  morn- 
ing to  return  Domviile  his  vifit,  and  went  to  vifit 

Mafham,  who  was  not  within.  I  am  turn- 
ed out  of  my  lodging  by  my  landlady  :  It  feems 
her  hufband  and  fou  are  coming  home ;  but  I 
have  taken  another  lodging  hard  by,  in  Leicefter- 
I  prefented  Mr  DomviUe  to  Mr  Lewis 
F  2  and 

s  pamphlet  was.  The  Ccrdcci  of  the  Allies. 
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and  Mr  Prior  this  morning.  Prior  and  I  are- 
called  the  two  Sofias,  in  a  Whig  News-paper.  So- 
fias,  can  you  read  it  ?  The  pamphlet  begins  to 
make  a  noife :  I  was  aiked  by  feveral  whether  I 
had  feen  it,  and  they  advifed  me  to  read  it,  for 
it  was  fomething  very  extraordinary.  I  fhall  be 
fufpecled  ;.  and  it  will  have  feveral  paultry  an- 
fwers.  It  muft  take  its  fate,  as  Savage  faid  of 
his  fermon,  that  he  preached  at  Farnham  on  Sir 
William  Temple's  death.  Domville  faw  Savage 
in  Italy,  and  fays  he  is  a  coxcomb,  and  half  mad  : 
He  goes  ia  red,  and  with  yellow  waift-coats,  and 
was  at  ceremony  kneeling  to  the  Pope  on  Palm- 
Sunday,  which  is  much  more  than  kiffing  his 
toe  ;  and  I  believe  it  will  ruin  him  here  when  'tis 
told.  I'll  anfwer  your  letter  in  my  new  lodgings  : 
I  have  hardly  room  ;  I  muft  borrow  from  the 
other  fide. 

29.  New  lodgings.  My  printer  came  this 
morning  to  tell  me  he  muft  immediately  print  a 
fecond  edition,  and  Lord  Treafurer  made  one  or 
two  fmall  additions  :  They  muft  work  day  and 
night  to  have  it  out  on  Saturday  ;  they  fold  a 
thoufand  in  two  days.  Our  fociety  met  to-day, 
nine  of  us  were  prefent,  we  dined  at  our  brother 
Bathurft's  :  We  made  feveral  regulations,  and 
have  chofen  three  new  members,  Lord' Orrery, 
Jack  Hill,  (who  is  Mrs  Mafham's  brother^  he 
that  lately  mifcarried  in  the  expedition  to  Que- 
bec) and  one  Colonel  Difney.  We  have  taken 
a  room  in  a  houfe  near  St  James's,  to  meet  in. 

I 
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I  kft  them  early  about  correcting  the  pamphlet, 
&c.  aad  am  cow  got  home,  &c. 

30.  This  morning  I  carried  Domvflk  to  fee 
my  Lord  Harley,  and  I  did  fome  bofiads  with 
Lord  Treafurer,  and  have  been  all  this  afternoon 
with  the  printer,  adding  fomethiog  to  the  fecoad 
editkm.  I  dined  with  the  printer  ;  the  pamphlet 
makes  a  world  of  noife,  and  will  do  a  great 
deal  of  good  :  It  teils  abundance  of  moft  import- 
ant facts  which  were  not  at  all  known.  Ill  an- 
fwer  your  letter  to-morrow  moroing  ;  or  fuppofe 
I  anfwer  it  juit  now,  though  it  is  pretty  late. 
Come  then  —  You  fay  you  are  buiy  with  parlia- 
ments,  &c.  ;  that's  more  than  ever  I  will  be  when. 
1  come  back  ;  but  you  will  hare  none  thefe  two 
years.  LondL  Santry,  &c.  *,  yes,  I  have  had 
enough  on't.  I  am  giad  Dilly  is  mended  ;  does 
not  he  thank  me  for  dewing  him  the  Court,  and 
the  great  people's  laces  ?  He  had  his  glals  out 
at  the  Queen  and  the  reft.  Tis  right  what 
F3  Billy 

•  L-nd  Santfy  ro  as  «kloit  a  Wl5p  as  Dick  T%fce  fTafc 
Lettri  59  sa  DodlScw's  Colkckia^  c*ted  Feb.  10,  ijit^  ami 
Df  Hk-5.«,  «A0  k  •  tfcis  piace  Umttd  atlrp  the  &c.  mach 
fceh  anodber  as  SadKact^;  cooftqan^  aty  JLocd  was  an 
of  Hi^pris.  However,  it 


appcwd  one  dar,  that  Lord  SanSiy  «as  k^iarg  cvt  of  the 
r«t  «tad  j  »  «c  Lw-i's  ccJEe-hooJr,  viva  l^jras 
v  de>  yoa  d»,  Doaar  ?    &id  «v  Laid,  in 

Tory  veil,  I  titank  yto,  Kuk 
Let  ine  oat,  kt  »e  00,1  to  him,  <rcd  Sirtry  a  a 
rese,  pmmdtDe  tolcap  oct  rf  the  wiodov;  rfixli  «as  not  &r 
from  the  mv-od.  Aye,  do,  &id  Kff^  kt  LtA  OM,  HL. 
ii-.r  ;  .......  -.  ._::  ;  :.  ;-  r. 
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Dilly  fays ;  I  depend  upon  nothing  from  my 
friends  ;  but  to  go  back  as  I  came.  Never  fear 
Laracor,  'twill  mend  with  a  peace  ;  or  furely 
they'll  give  me  the  Dublin  parifh.  Stella  is  in 
the  right;  the  Bimop  of  Oflbry  is  the  fillieft, 
beft-natured  wretch  breathing,  of  as  little  confe- 
quence  as  an  egg-fhell. — Well,  the  fpelling  I  have 
mentioned  before  ;  only  the  next  time  fay  at 
leaft)  and  not  at  left.  Pox  on  your  Newbury  ! 
What  can  I  do  for  him  ?  I'll  give  his  cafe  (I  am 
glad  it  is  not  a  woman's)  to  what  members  I 
know  ;  that's  all  I  can  do.  Lord  Treafurer's 
latnenefs  goes  off  daily.  Pray  God  preferve  poor 
good  Mrs  Stoyte,  fhe  would  be  a  great  lofs  to 
us  all ;  pray  give  her  my  fervice,  and  tell  her  fhe 
has  my  heartieft  prayers.  I  pity  poor  Mrs  Man- 
ley  ;  but  I  think  the  child  is  happy  to  die,  con- 
fidering  how  little  provifion  it  would  have  had. 
Poh  !  every  pamphlet  abufes  me,  and  for  things 
that  I  never  writ.  Joe  fhould  have  written  ms 
thanks  for  his  two  hundred  pounds :  I  reckon  he 
got  it  by  my  means  ;  and  I  muft  thank  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  who  I  dare  fwear  will  fay  he  did  ir 
on  my  account.  Are  they  golden  pippins,  thofe 
feven  apples  ?  We  have  had  much  rain  every  day 
as  well  as  you:  7!.  175.  8d.  old  blunderer,  not 
iSfh.  I  have  reckoned  it  18  times.  Hawk- 
{haw's  eight  pounds  is  not  reckoned  ;  and  if  it  be 
fecure,  it  may  lye  where  it  is,  unlefs  they  defire 
to  pay  it :  So  Parvifol  may  let  it  drop  till  further 
orders  \  for  I  have  put  Mrs  Wdley's  money  into 

the 
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the  bank,  and  will  pay  her  with  Hawkihaw's. — 
I  mean  that  Hawkfhaw's  money  goes  for  an  ad- 
dition to  MD,  you  know ;  but  be  good  houfe- 
wives.  Bernage  never  comes  now  to  fee  me ; 
he  has  no  more  to  afk ;  but  I  hear  he  has  been 
ilL — A  pox  on  Mrs  South's  affair  !  I  can  do  no- 
thing in  it,  but,  by  way  of  affifting  any  body  elfc 
that  folicits  it,  by  dropping  a  favourable  word, 
if  it  comes  in  my  way.  Tell  Walls  I  do  no  more 
for  any  body  with  my  Lord  Treafurer,  efpecially 
a  thing  of  this  kind.  Tell  him  I  have  fpent  all 

my  difcretion,  and  have  no   more  to  ufe. 

And  fo  I  have  anfwered  your  letter  fully  and 
plainly — And  fo  I  have  got  to  the  third  fide  of 
my  paper,  which  is  more  than  belongs  to  you, 
young  woman.  It  goes  to-morrow,  To-nobody's 
ibrrow,  You  are  filly,  not  I ;  I'm  a  poet.  If  I 

had  but,  &c. Who's  filly  now  ?  rogues  and 

lafies,  tinderboxes  and  buzzards.  O  Lord!  I 
am  In  a  high  vein  of  fillinefs  ;  methought  1  was 
{peaking  to  deareft  little  MD  face  to  face. 
There ;  fo  lads,  enough  for  to-night ;  to  cards 
with  the  black-guards.  Good  night,  my  de- 
light, &c. 

Dec.  i.  Pilh  !  firrahs,  put  a  date  always  at  the 
bottom  of  the  letter  as  well  as  the  top,  that  I 
may  know  when  you  fend  it  ;  your  laft  is  of 
Nov.  3,  yet  I  had  others  at  the  fame  time  written 
a  fortnight  after.  Whenever  you  would  have  any 
money,  fend  me  word  three  weeks  before,  and 
in.  that  time  you  will  certainly  have  an  anfwer, 

with 
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with  a  bill  on  Parvifol :  Pray  do  this ;  for  my 
head  is  full,  and  it  will  eafe  my  memory.  Why, 

I  think  1  quoted  to  you  fome  of 's  letter,  fo 

you  may  imagine  how  witty  the  -reft  was  ;  for  it 
was  all  of  a  bunch,  as  goodman  Peefley  fays. 
Pray  let  vis  have  no  more  BuJJlvefs  but  Btrfytiefs  : 
The  Deuce  take  me  if  I  know  how  to  fpell  it ; 
your  wrong  fpelling,  madam  Stella,  has  put  me 
out :  It  does  not  look  right ;  let  me  fee,  BuJJl- 
nefst  Bufynefsy  Bufinefs,  JBifynefs,  Bifnefs,  B\Jnefs  : 
Faith,  I  know  not  which  is  right,  I  think  the 
fecond ;  I  believe  I  never  writ  the  word  in  my 
life  before  ;  yes,  fure  I  muft  though  ;  Bufmefs, 
Bufynefs,  Bifynefs. —  I  have  perplexed  myfelf,  and 
can't  do  it.  Prithee  afk  Walls.  Buftnefs,  I  fan- 
cy that's  right.  Yes  it  is ;  I  looked  in  my  own 
pamphlet,  and  found  it  twice  in  ten  lines,  to 
convince  you  that  I  never  writ  it  before.  Oh  ! 
now  I  fee  it  as  plain  as  can  be  ;  fo  your's  is  only 
an  s  too  much.  The  parliament  will  certainly 
meet  on  Friday  next ;  the  Whigs  will  have  a 
great  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  no  care 
is  taken  to  prevent  it ;  there  is  too  much  neglect; 
they  are  warned  of  it,  and  that  fignifies  nothing  : 
It  was  feared  there  would  be  fome  peevifh  addrefs 
from  the  Lords  againft  a  peace.  'Tis  faid  about 
the  town,  that  feveral  of  the  allies  begin  to  be 
content  that  a  peace  fliould  be  treated.  This  is 
all  the  news  I  have.  The  Queen  is  pretty  well ; 
and  fo  now  I  bid  poor  deareft  MD  farewell,  till 
to-night ;  then  I  will,  talk  with  them  again. 

The 
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The  fifteen  images  that  I  faw,  were  not  worth 
forty  pounds,  io  I  frretched  a  little  when  I  faid 
a  thoufand.  The  Grub-itreet  account  of  that 
tumult  is  publi£hed.  The  Devil  is  not  like  Lord 
Treafurer  j  they  were  all  in  your  odd  an  tick 
mafks,  bought  in  common  (hops.  1  fear  Irior 
will  not  be  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries. 

I  was  looking  over  fome  of  this  letter,  and 
find  I  make  many  miftakes  of  leaving  out  words  ; 
fo  'tis  impoiliblc  to  find  my  meaning,  unleis  you 
be  conjurers.  I  will  take  more  care  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  read  over  every  day  jufl  what  I  have 
written  that  day ;  which  will  take  up  no  time  to 
fpeak  of. 


LETTER      LXXIII. 


)  Dec.   I,   1711. 

MY  laft  was  put  in  this  evening.  I  intended 
to  dine  with  Mr  Mafham  to-day,  and 
called  at  White's  chocolate-houfe,  to  fee  if  he  was 
there.  Lord  Wharton  faw  me  at  the  door,  and 
1  faw  him,  but  took  no  notice,  and  was  going 
away;  but  he  came  through  the  crowd,  called 
after  me,  and  afked  me  how  I  did,  Sec.  This  was 
pretty  ;  and  I  believe  he  wifhed  every  word  he 
fpoke  was  a  halter  to  hang  me.  MaLham  did 
not  dine  at  home,  fo  I  ate  with  a  friend  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  printer  has  not  fent  me  the 
{econd  edition  ;  I  know  not  the  reafon,  for  it 

certainly 
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ceminly  came  out  to-day  ;  perhaps  they  are 
glutted  with  it  already.  I  found  a  letter  from 
Lord  Harley  on  my  table,  to  tell  me  that  his 
father  defires  I  would  make  two  fmall  altera- 
tions. I  am  going  to  be  bufy,  &c. 

2.  Morning.     See  the  blunder  !  I  was  making 
it  the  37th  day  of  the  month  from  the  number 
above.      Well,    but  I  am  ftaying  here  for  old 
Frowde,    who   appointed   to  call  this  morning  : 
I  am   ready  drefled  to  go  to  church;   I  fuppofe 
he  dare  not  ftir  out  but  on  Sundays.     The  prin- 
ter called  early  this  morning,  told  me  the  fecond 
edition  went  off  yefterday  in  five  hours,  and  he 
muft  have  a  third   ready  to-morrow,    for  they 
might  have  fold  half  another :  His  men   are  all 
at  work  with  it,  though  it  be  Sunday.     This  old 
fool  will  not  come,  and  I  fliall  mifs  church. — 
Morrow,  firrahs. — At  night.     I  was  at  Court  to- 
day ;  the  Queen  is  well,  and  walked  through  part 
of  the  rooms.     I  dined  with  the  fecretary,  and 
difpatched  fome  bufinefs.  He  tells  me,  the  Dutch 
envoy   defigns    to   complain    of   that    pamphlet. 
The  noife  it  makes  is  extraordinary.     It  is  fit  it 
fhould  anfwer  the  pains  I  have  been  at  about  it. 
I  fuppofe  it  will  be  printed  in   Ireland.     Some 
lay  it  to  Prior,  others  to  Mr  Secretary  St  John  ; 
but  I  am  always  the  firft  they  lay  eTery  thing  to. 
I'll  go  fieep,  &c. 

3.  I  have  ordered  Patrick  not  to  let  any  odd 
fellow   come   up   to    me  ;    and  to-day  a  fellow 
would   needs  fpeak  with  me   from  Sir  George 

Prettyman. 
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Prettyman.  I  had  never  heard  of  him  ;  and 
would  not  fee  the  meflenger  ;  but  at  laft  it  prov- 
ed that  this  Sir  George  has  fold  his  eftate,  and 
is  a  beggar.  Smithers,  the  Farnham  carrier, 
brought  me  this  morning  a  letter  from  your 
mother,  with  three  papers  inclofed  of  Lady 
Giffard's  writing;  one  owning  fome  exchequer 
bufinefs  of  lool.  to  be  Stella's,  another  for  icol. 
that  fhe  has  of  your's,  which  I  made  over  to  you 
for  Marifton  ;  and  a  third  for  300!. ;  the  laft  is 
on  ftampt  paper.  I  think  they  had  better  lie 
in  England,  in  fome  good  hand,  till  Lady  Giffard 
dies  ;  and  I  will  think  of  fome  fuch  hand  before  I 
come  over.  I  was  afking  Smithers  about  all  the 
people  of  Farnham.  Mrs  White  has  left  off 
dreffing,  is  troubled  with  lamenefs  and  fwelled 
legs,  and  feldom  ftirs  out  ;  but  her  old  hang- 
dog hufband  as  hearty  as  ever.  I  was  this 
morning  with  Lord  Treafurer  about  fomething 
he  would  have  altered  in  the  pamphlet  ;  but 
it  can't  be  till  the  fourth  edition,  which  1  be- 
lieve will  be  foon  ;  for  I  dined  with  the  prin- 
ter, and  he  tells  me  they  have  fold  off  half  the 
third.  Mrs  Percival  and  her  daughter  have  been 
in  town  thefe  three  weeks,  which  I  never  heard 
till  to-day  ;  and  Mrs  Wefley  is  come  to  town 
too,  to  confult  Dr  Radcliffc.  The  Whigs  are 
refolved  to  bring  that  pamphlet  into  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  to  have  it  condemned,  fo  I  hear.  But 
the  printer  will  ftand  to  it,  and  not  own  the 
author  j  he  muft  fay  he  had  it  from  the  penny- 

poft. 
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poft.  Some  people  talk  as  if  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
would  do  fome  peevHh  thing  ;  for  the  Whigs  are 
now  a  great  majority  in  it  j  our  minifters  are  too 
negligent  of  fuch  things:  I  have  never  flipt  giving 
them  warning  ;  fome  of  them  are  fenflble  of  it ; 
but  Lord  Treafurer  ftands  too  much  upon  his 
own  legs.  I  fancy  his  good  fortune  will  bear 
him  out  in  every  thing ;  but  in  reafon  I  fhould 
think  this  miniftry  to  ftand  very  unfteady  :  If 
they  can  carry  a  peace,  they  may  hold  ;  I  be- 
lieve not  elfe. 

4.  Mr  Secretary  lent  to  me  to-day  to  dine  with 
him   alone ;    but    we   had   two   more   with   us, 
which  hindered  me  doing  fome  bufinefs.     I  was 
this  morning  with  young  Harcourt,  fecretary  to 
our  fociety,  to  take  a  room  for  our  weekly  meet- 
ings ;  and  the  fellow  afked  us  five  guineas  a  week, 
only  to  have  leave  to  dine  once  a  week  ;  was  not 
that  pretty  ?  So  we  broke  off  with  him,  and  are 
to  dine  next  Thurfday  at  Harcourt 's  (he  is  Lord 
keeper's  fon).     They  have  fold  off  above  half 
the  third  edition,  and  anfwers  are  coming  out  : 
The  Dutch  envoy  refufed  dining  with  Dr  D'Ave- 
nant,  becaufe  he   was   fufpected  to   write  it :    I 
have  made  fome  alterations  in  every  edition ;  and 
it  has  coft  me  more  trouble,  for  the  time,  fince 
the  printing,  than  before.     'Tis  fent  over  to  Ire- 
land, and  I  fuppofe  you  will  have  it  reprinted. 

5.  They  are  now  printing  the  fourth  edition, 
which  is  reckoned  very  extraordinary,  confider- 
ing  'tis  a  dear  twelvepenny  book,  and  not  bought 

i  up 
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up  in  numbers  by  the  party  to  give  away,  as  the 
Whigs  do,  bat  purely  upon  its  own  ftrength. 
I  have  got  an  under  (par-leather  to  write  an  Ex- 
aminer again,  and  the  fecretary  and  I  w21  now 
and  then  fend  hints;  but  we  would  have  it  a 
little  upon  the  Gasb-ftreet ,  to  be  a  match  for 
their  writers.  I  dined  with  Lord  TiuiAaci 
to-day  at  fine;  he  dined  by  himielf  after  his 
family,  and  drinks  no  claret  yet,  for  fear  of  his 
rhcninarifm,  of  which  he  is  almoft  wefl.  'He 
was  very  pkalant,  as  he  is  always;  yet  I  fancied 
he  was  a  link  touched  with  the  preJent  pofrarc 
of  affairs.  The  Hector  of  Hanover's  miniuer 
here,  has  given  in  a  violent  memorial  againft  the 
peace,  and  canfed  it  to  be  printed.  The  Whig 
Lords  are  doing  then-  utmoft  for  a  majority  a- 
gamft  Friday,  and  defign,  if  they  can,  to  addvds 
the  Queen  againft  the  peace.  Lord  Netting, 
ham,  a  famous  Tory,  and  fpeech-maker,  is  gone 
over  to  the  Whig  fide :  They  toaft  him  daily,  and 
Lord  Wharton  fcys,  It  is  Difmal  (fo  dicy  call 
him  from  his  looks)  wiH  fare  England  at  laft 
Lord  Treafurer  was  hinting  as  if  he  wifhed  a 
ballad  was  made  on  him,  and  I  will  get  up  one 
againft  him  to-morrow.  He  gave  roe  a  icnrrilotss 
printed  paper  of  bad  verfes  on  himfelf ,  under 
the  name  of  the  Englifh  Catafine,  and  made  me 
read  them  to  the  company.  It  was  his  birth- 
day, which  he  would  not  tell  cs,  but  Lord  Har- 
lay  whifpered  it  to  me. 

6.  I  was  this  morning  making  die  ballad,  two 

degrees  above  Grub^fcreet.     At  noon,  I  paid  a 

V  ;i.;.;.  G  "    ^ul: 
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•viGt  to  Mrs  iV'afham,  anJ  then  went  to  dine  with 
our  fociety.  Poor  Lord  Keeper  dined  below 
ftairs,  I  fnppofe  on  a  bit  of  mutton.  We  chofe 
two  members  ;  we  were  eleven  met,  the  greateft 
meeting  we  ever  had  :  I  am  next  week  to  intro- 
duce Lord  Orrery.  The  pinter  came  before 
we  pa;  ted,  and  brought  the  ballad,  which  made 
them  laugh  very  heartily  a  dozen  times.  He  is 
going  to  print  the  pamphlet  in  fmall,  a  fifth  edi- 
tion, to  be  taken  off  by  friends,  and  fent  into  the 
country.  A  iixpenny  anfwer  is  ccme  cut,  good 
for  nothing,  but  gnefiing  me  among  others  for 
the  author.  To-morrow  is  the  fatal  day  for  the 
parliament  meeting,  and  we  are  full  of  hopes 
and  tears.  We  reckon  we  have  a  majority  of 
ten  on  our  fide  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  yet  I 
observed  Mrs  Mafiiam  a  little  uneafy  ;  fhe  affures 
me  the  Queen  is  (tout.  The  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough  has  not  feen  the  Queen  for  fome  days 
paft  ;  Mrs  Mafham  is  glad  of  it,  becaufe,  fhe 
fays,  he  tells  a  hundred  lies  to  his  friends,  of 
what  fhe  fays  to  him  :  He  is  one  day  humble, 
and  the  next  on  the  high  ropes.  The  Duke  of 
Grrnoud,  they  fay,  will  be  in  town  to-night  by 
twelve. 

7.  This  being  the  day  the  parliament  was  to 
meet,  and  the  great  queftion  to  be  determined, 
J  went  with  Dr  Friend  to  dine  in  the  city,  on 
Durpofe  to  be  out  of  the  way,  and.we  fent  our 
printer  to  fee  what  was  our  fate  ;  but  he  gave 
us  a  mod  melancholy  account  of  things.  The 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Nottingham  began,  and  fpoke  again  ft  a 
peace ;  and  deiired,  that,  in  their  addr^fc,  they 
might  put  in  a  claufe,  to  advile  the  Queen  not  to 
make  a  peace  without  Spain ;  which  was  dt . 
and  carried  by  the  Whigs  by  about  fix  voices : 
And  this  .has  happened  entirely  by  my  Lord 
Treafurer's  neglect,  who  did  hot  take  timely  care 
to  mike  up  all  his  ftrength,  although  every  on« 
of  us  gave  hLn  caution  enough.  Nottingh-ita 
has  certainly  been  bribed.  The  queition  is  yet 
only  carried  in  the  cooimirtee  of  the  whok  houle, 
and  we  hope,  when  it  is  reported  to  t,ie  Louie 
to-morrow,  we  (hill  have  a  majority,  by  ibme 
Scotch  Lords  coming  to  town.  However,  it  is 
a  mighty  blow,  and  lots  of  reputation,  to  lord 
Treasurer,  and  may  end  in  his  ruin.  I  hear  the 
thing  only  as  toe  printer  orought  it,  who  was  at 
the  debate ;  but  how  the  minulry  take  it,  or 
what  their  hopes  and  fears  are,  I  cannot  tell  un- 
til! I  fee  them.  I  (hall  be  early  with  tae  iecrstary 
to-morrow,  an-i  s^ca  I  siil  tei*  you  more,  and 
fluli  write  a  fiiil  account  to  the  baaop  Ot  L  - 
her  to-morrow,  and  to  the  arciibidiop  of  JDubiia, 
if  I  have  ticne.  I  am  horribiy  down  at  preieat. 
I  long  to  know  ho*  Lord  Treafurer  bears  this, 
and  what  remedy  he  has.  The  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  came  this  diy  to  town,  and  was  there. 

8.  I  was  early  this  morning  with  the  fecrerary, 

and  talktover  this  matter.  He  hoped,  that,  when 

it  was  reported  this  diy  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

tkey  would  dilagree  with  their  coffimirar,  and  fo 

G  * 


7<5  DEANSWIF  T's 

the  matter  would  go  off,  only  with  a  little  lofs 
of  reputation  to  Lord  freafurer.  I  dined  with 
Dr  Cockburn  ;  and  after,  a  Scotch  member  came 
in,  and  told  us,  th'at  the  claufe  was  carried  againft 
the  Court,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  almoft  two  to 
one.  I  went  immediately  to  Mrs  Maiham,  and 
meeting  Dr  Arbuthnott  (the  Queen's  favourita 
phyfician)  we  went  together.  She  was  juft  come 
from  waiting  at  the  Queen's  dinner,  and  going 
to  her  own.  She  had  heard  nothing  of  the  thing 
being  gone  againft  us.  It  feems  Lord  Treafurer 
had  been  fo  negligent,  that  he  was  with  the 
Queen  while  the  queftion  was  put  in  the  Houfe  : 
I  immediately  told  Mrs  Mafham,  that  either  fhe 
and  Lord  Treafurer  had  joined  with  the  Queen 
to  betray  us,  or  that  they  two  were  betrayed  by 
the  Queen.  She  protefted  folemnly  it  was  not 
the  former,  and  I  believe  her ;  but  fhe  gave  me 
fome  lights  to  fufpedl:  the  Qiieen  is  changed  : 
For,  yefterday,  when  the  Queen  was  going  from 
the  Houfe,  where  fhc  fat  to  hear  the  debate,  the 
XJuke  of  Shrewfbury,  Lord  Chamberlain,  affced 
her,  whether  he  or  the  great  Chamberlain  Lind- 
fay  ought  to- lead  her  out ;  flae  anfwered  fhort, 
Neither  of  you,  and  gave  her  hand  to  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet,  who  was  louder  than  any  in  the 
Houfe  for  the  claufe  againft  peace.  She  gave  me 
one  or  two  more  inftances  of  this  fort,  which 
convince  me,  that  the  Queen  is  falfe,  or  at  leaft 
very  much  wavering.  Mr  Maiham  begged  us  to 
ft  ay,  becaufe  Lord  Treafurer  would  call,  and  we 
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were  refolved  to  fall  on  him  about  his  negligence 
in  fecuring  a  majority.  He  came,  and  app: 
in  goo J  huaiour  as  uiuil ;  but  I  thought  his  coun- 
,a  cait  down.  I  rallied  hioi,  and 
deiired  him  to  give  me  his  flaff,  which  he  cjid  ; 
I  cold  him,  If  he  would  fecure  it  me  a  weei,  I 
would  let  all  right  :  He  afked,  How  ?  I  Add,  I 
vrouiJ  iruitteJiately  turn  Lord  Marlborough,  his 
two  daughters,  the  Duke  and  Duchets  of  So- 
meriet,  and  Lord  Cholrnondely,  out  of  ill  their 
employments  ;  and  I  believe  lie  had  not  a  friend 
but  was  o.  >.ion;  Arbutlinott  a 

How  he  came  not  to  fecure  a  majority  ?  He  could 

_v  nothing,  but  that  he  could  not  help  it,  if 
people  would  lie  and  fonVear.     A  poor  ani'wer 
for  a  great   mln'.iur.     There   fell   from   h 
fcripture  exprrilion,  that  "  the  hearts  of  i; 
<(  are  unfearchable."     I  told  him,  It  was  what  I 

'.,  and  was  from  him  the  worft  news  he 
could  tell  me.  I  begged  him  to  know  what  we 
had  to  traft  to :  He  ftuck  a  lit«e  ;  but  at  lait  bid 
me  not  fear,  for  all  would  be  well  yet.  "\Vc 
would  fain  have  had  him  eat  a  bit  where  he  was  ; 
but  he  would  go  home,  it  was  paft  fix  :  He  made 
me  go  home  with  him.  There  we  found  his  bro- 
ther, and  Mr  Secretary.  He  made  his  foo  take  a 
liil  of  all  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  .had 
places,  and  yet  voted  againft  the  Court,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  if  they  fhould  loPe  their  places  :  I 
doubt  he  is  not  able  to  compafs  it.  Lord  Keeper 
Baoie  in  an  hour,  and  they  were  going  upon  bn— 
G  3'  finefi.. 
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finefs.  So  I  left  him,  and  i-eturned  to  Mrs  Ma- 
fham  ;  but  {he  had  company  with  her,  and  I 
would  not  ftay. — This  is  a  long  journal,  and  of 
a  day  that  may  produce  great  alterations,  and  ha- 
zard the  ruin  of  England.  The  Whigs  are  all  in 
triumph  ;  they  foretold  how  all  {his  would  be, 
but  we  thought  it  boafting.  Nay,  they  faid  the 
parliament  fhould  be  diflblved  before  Chriftmas, 
and  perhaps  it  may  :  This  is  all  your  d — d  Du- 
chefs  of  Somerfet's  doings.  I  warned  them  of 
it  nine  months  ago,  and  a  hundred  times  fince  : 
The  fecretary  always  dreaded  it.  I  told  Lord 
Treafurer,  I  fhould  have  the  advantage  of  him  ; 
for  he  would  lofe  his  head^  and  I  fhould  only  be 
hanged,  and  fo  carry  my  body  entire  to  the  grave. 
9.  1  was  this  morning  with  Mr  Secretary  ;  we 
are  both  of  opinion  that  the  Queen  is  falfe.  I 
told  him  what  I  heard,  and  he  confirmed  it  by 
other  circumftances.  I  then  went  to  my  friend 
Lewis,  who  had  fent  to  fee  me.  He  talks  of  no- 
thing but  retiring  to  his  eftate  in  Wales.  He 
gave  me  reafons  to  believe  the  whole  matter  is 
fettled  between  the  Queen  and  the  Whigs :  He 
hears  that  Lord  Somers  is  to  be  treafurer  j  and 
believes,  that  fooner  than  turn  out  the  Duchefs 
of  Somerfet,  (he  will  diiTblve  the  parliament,  and 
get  a  Whiggifh  one,  which  may  be  done  by  ma- 
naging elections.  Things  are  now  in  the  crifis, 
and  a  day  or  two  will  determine.  I  have  delired 
him  to  engage  Lord  Treafurer,  that  as  foon  as 
he  finds  the  change  is  refolved  on,  he  will  fend 

me 
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me  abroad  as  Queen's  fecretary  fomewhere  or 
other,  where  I  may  remain  till  me  new  tnimfters 
recall  me  ;  and  then  1  will  be  fick  for  five  or  fix 
months,  till  the  ftorm  has  fp^nt  iifelf.  I  hope  he 
will  grant  me  this  5  for  I  fliould  hardly  truft  my- 
felf  to  the  mercy  of  my  enemies,  while  their  an- 
ger is  frelh.  I  dined  to-day  with  the  fecretary, 
who  affects  mirth,  and  feems  to  hope  all  will  yet 
be  well.  I  took  him  afide  after  dinner,  told  him 
how  I  had  ferved  them,  and  had  aflced  no  re- 
ward, but  thought  I  might  afk  fecurity  ;  and 
then  defired  the  fame  thing  of  him,  to  fend  me 
abroad  before  a  change.  He  embraced  me,  and 
fwore  he  would  take  the  fame  care  of  me  as  him- 
felf,  &c.  but  bid  me  have  courage,  for  that  in 
two  days  my  Lord  freafurer's  wifdom  would  ap- 
pear greater  than  ever  j  that  he  fuffered  all  that 
had  happened  on  purpofe,  and  had  taken  mea- 
fures  to  turn  it  to  advantage.  I  faid,  God  fend 
it  j  but  I  do  not  believe  a  fyllable :  And  as  far 
as  I  can  judge,  the  game  is  loft.  I  fhall  know 
more  foon,  and  my  letters  will  at  leaft  be  a  good 
hiitory,  to  fhew  you  the  iteps  of  this  change. 

i  o.  I  was  this  morning  with  Lewis,  who  thinks 
they  will  let  the  parliament  fit  till  they  have  given 
the  money,  and  then  diiTolve  them  in  Spring,  and 
break  the  miniftry.  He  fpoke  to  Lord  Treafurer 
about  what  I  defired  him.  My  Lord  defired  him 
with  great  earneftnefs  to  affure  me,  that  all  would 
be  well,  and  that  I  ihould  fear  nothing.  I  dined 
in  the  city  with  a  friend.  This  day  the  Com- 
mons 
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mons  went  to  the  Queen  with  their  addrcfs,  and 
all  the  Lords  who  were  for  the  peace,  went  with 
them,  to  fhew  their  zeal.  I  have  now  ibme  fur- 
ther conviction  that  the  Queen  is  falfe,  and  it  be- 
gins to  be  kno\vn. 

1 1.  I  went  between  two  and  three  to  fee  Mrs 
Mafham:  While  I  was  there,  flie  went  to  her  bed- 
chamber to  try  a  petticoat.  Lord  Treafurer 
came  in  to  fee  her,  and  feeing  n>e  in  the  outer 
room,  fell  a  rallying  me  :  Says  he,  You  had  bet- 
ter keep  company  with  me,  than  with  fuch  a  fel- 
low as  Lewis,  who  has  not  the  foul  of  a  chicken, 
nor  the  heart  of  a  mite.  Then  he  went  in  to 
Mrs  Mafham,  and,  as  he  came  back,  defired  her 
leave  to  let  me  go  home  with  him  to  dinner.  lie 
afked,  Whether  I  was  not  afraid  to  be  feen  with 
him  ?  I  faid,  I  never  valued  my  Lord  Treafurer 
in  my  life,  and  therefore  fliould  have  always  the 
fame  efteem  for  Mr  Harley  and  Lord  Oxford. 
He  feemed  to  talk  confidently,  as  if  he  reckoned 
that  all  this  would  turn  to  advantage.  I  could 
not  forbear  hinting,  that  he  was  not  fure  of  the 
Queen  ;  and  that  thofe  fcoundrel,  ftarving  lords, 
would  never  have  dared  to  vote  againft  the  Court, 
if  Somerfet  had  not  affured  them,  that  it  would 
pleafe  the  Queen.  He  faid,  That  was  true,  and 
Somerfet  did  fo.  I  (laid  till  fix ;  then  De  Buys, 
the  Dutch  envoy,  came  to  him,  and  I  left  him. 
Prior  was  with  us  a  while  after  dinner :  I  fee  him, 
and  all  of  them,  caft  down  j  though  they  make 
the  bed  of  it. 

12.  Foul, 
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12.  Ford  is   come  to  town  ;    I  faw  him  laffc 
might ;  he  is  in  no  fear,  but  fanguine,  although 
I  have  told  him  the  ftate  of  things.     This  change 
fo  refembles  the  laft,  that  I  wonder  they  do  not 
obferre  it.    The  fecrctary  lent  for  me  yeiterday  to 
dine  with  him,  but  I  WAS  abroad  •,  I  hope  he  had 
fomething  to  fay  to  me.       ihis  is  morning,  and 
I  write  in  bed.     I  am  going  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond,  whom  I   have  not  yet  feen.      Morrow, 

firrahs. At  night.     I  was  to  ice  the   Duke 

of  Ormond  this  morning ;  he  afked  me  two  or 
three  quelbons  after  his  civil  way,  and   they  re- 
lated to  Ireland  :  At  Lut   I  told  him,  that  from 
the  time  I  had  feen  him,  I  never  once  thought  of 
Irilh  affairs.     He  whiipered  me,  that  he  hoped 
I  had  done  fome  good  things  here  ;  I  faid,  if 
every   body   elie   had  done   half  as   much,    we 
fhouid  not  be  as  we  are :  Then  we  went  afide, 
and    talked   over   affairs.     I   told   him  how   all 
things  ftood,  and  adviled  him  what  was  to  be 
done.     I  then  went  and  fat  an  hour  with  the 
Duchefs  ;    then  as  long  with  Lady    Oglethorp, 
who  is  fo  cunning  a  devil,  that   I  believed  fhe 
could  yet  find  a  remedy,  if  they  would  take  her 
advice.     1  dined  with  a  friend  at  Court. 

13.  I  was  this  morning  with  the  fecretary  ;  he 
will  needs  pretend  to  talk  as  if  things  would  be 
well:  Will  you  believe  it,  faid  he,    if  you  fee 
thefe  people  turned  out  ?  I  faid,  Yes,  if  I  faw 
the   Duke   and   Duchefs   of  Somerfet  out :  He 
fwore,   if  they  were  not,  he  would  give  up  his 

place* 
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place.  Our  fociety  dined  to-day  at  Sir  William 
Wyndham's  ;  we  were  thirteen  prcfent.  Lord 
Orrery,  and  two  other  members,  were  introdu- 
ced ;  I  left  them  at  feven.  I  forgot  to  tell  you, 
that  the  printer  told  me  yefterday,  that  Mor- 
phew,  the  publifher,  was  fent  for  by  that  Lord 
Chief  Juftice,  who  was  a  manager  againft  Sache- 
verell :  He  (hewed  him  two  or  three  papers  and 
pamphlets  ;  among  the  rclt,  mine,  of  the  Conduct 
of  the  Allies ;  threatened  him,  a&ed  who  was 
the  author,  and  has  bound  him  over  to  appear 
next  term.  He  would  not  have  the  impudence 
to  do  this,  if  he  did  not  forefee  what  was  coming 
at  Court. 

14.  Lord  Shelburn  was  with  me  this  morning, 
to  be  informed  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  ;  and  defired 
I  would  anf\ver  all  his  objections  againft  a  peace, 
which  was  foon  done,  for  he  would  not  give  me 
room  to  put   in  a  word.     He  is  a  man  of  good 
fenfe  enough  ;  but  argues  fo  violently,  that  he 
will  fome  day  or  other   put  himfclf  into  a  con- 
fumption.     He  defires  that  he  may  not  be  denied 
when  he  comes  to  fee  me,  which  I  promift-d,  but 
will  not  perform.     Leigh  and  Sterne  fet  out  for 
Ireland    on    Monday  fe'nnighf,  I  fuppofe    they 
will  be  with  you  long  before  this. — I  was  to-night 
drinking  very  good  wine  in  fcurvy  company,  at 
leaft  fome  of  them  ;  I  was  drawn  in,  but  will  be 
more  cautious  for  the  future  :  Tis  late,  &c. 

15.  Morning.     They  fay  the  Occafional  Bill  is 
brought  to-day  into  the  Houie  of  Lords  }  but  I 

know 
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know  not.  I  will  now  put  an  end  to  my  letter, 
and  give  it  in  to  the  poft-houfe  myfelf.  This 
will  be  a  meraorabk  letter,  and  I  lhall  figh  to 
fee  it  fome  years  hence.  Here  are  the  firft  fteps 
towards  the  ruin  of  an  excellent  miniftry :  For  I 
look  upon  them  as  certainly  ruined  ;  and  Gcd 

knows  what  may  be  the  confequences. 1 

now  bid  my  deareft  MD  farewell  ;  for  company 
is  coming,  and  I  muft  be  at  Lord  Dartmouth's 
ofHce  by  noon.  Farewell,  deareft  MD  ;  I  wifh 
you  a  merry  Chriftmas  ;  I  believe  you  will  have 
this  about  that  time.  Love  Prefto,  who  loves 
J>1D  above  all  things  a  thoufand  times.  Farewell 
again,  deareft  MD,  &c. 


LETTER      LXXIV. 

London,  Dec.  15,   1711. 

I  PUT  in  my  letter  this  evening  myfelf.  I 
was  to-day  enquiring  at  the  fecretary's  office, 
of  Mr  Lewis,  how  things  went :  1  there  met 
Prior,  who  told  me,  he  gave  all  for  gone,  &c.  and 
was  of  opinion  the  whole  miniftry  would  give  up 
their  places  next  week.  Lewis  thinks  they  will 
not  till  Spr.ng,  when  the  Seffion  is  over ;  both 
of  them  entirely  defpair.  I  went  to  lee  Mrs 
Mafham,  who  invited  me  to  dinner ;  but  I  was 
engaged  to  Lewis.  At  four  I  went  to  Mafham's : 
He  came  and  whifpered  me,  that  he  had  it  from 
a  yery  good  hand,  that  all  would  be  well,  and 

I 
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I  found  them  both  very  chearful.  The  company 
was  going  to  the  opera,  but  dtflred  I  would 
come  and  fup  with  them.  I  did  fo  at  ten,  and 
Lord  Treafurer  was  there,  and  fat  with  us  till 
paft  twelve,  and  was  more  chearful  than  I  have 
feen  him  thefe  ten  days.  Mrs  Mafham  told  me, 
he  was  mightily  caft  down  fome  days  ago,  and 
he  could  not  indeed  hide  it  from  me.  Arbuth- 
nott  is  in  good  hopes,  that  the  Queen  has  not 
betrayed  us ;  but  only  has  been  frightened,  and 
flattered,  &c.  But  I  cannot  yet  be  of  his  opi- 
nion, whether  my  reafons  are  better,  or  that 
my  fears  are  greater.  I  do  refolve,  if  they  give 
up,  or  are  turned  out  foon,  to  retire  for  fomc 
months,  and  1  have  pitched 'upon  the  place  al- 
ready :  But  I  will  take  methods  for  hearing  from 
MD,  and  writing  to  them.  But  I  would  be  out  of 
the  way  upon  the  firft  of  the  ferment ;  for  they 
lay  all  things  on  me,  even  fome  I  have  never  read. 
1 6.  I  took  courage  to-day,  and  went  to  Court 
with  a  very  chearful  countenance.  It  was  mighti- 
ly crouded  ;  both  parties  coming  to  obferve  each 
other's  faces.  I  avoided  Lord  Halifax's  bow, 
till  he  forced  it  on  me ;  but  we  did  not  talk  to- 
gether. I  could  not  make  lefs  than  fourfcorc 
bows,  of  which  about  twenty  might  be  to  Whigs. 
The  Duke  of  Somerfet  is  gone  to  Petworth, 
and,  I  hear,  the  Duchefs  too,  of  which  I  {hall 
be  very  glad.  Prince  Eugene,  who  was  expect- 
ed here  fome  days  ago,  we  are  now  told,  will  not 
come  at  all.  The  Whigs  defigned  to  .have  met 
j  him 
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him  with  forty  thouiand  horfe.  Lord  Treafu- 
rer  told  me  fome  days  ago,  of  his  difcourfe  with 
the  Emperor's  refident,  that  pappy  Hoffman, 
about  Prince  Eugene's  <oming;  by  which  I  found 
my  Lord  would  hinder  k,  if  he  could ;  and  we 
fhall  all  be  glad  if  he  does  not  come,  and  think  it 
a  good  point  gained.  Sir  Andrew  Fountainc, 
Ford,  and  I  dined  to-day  with  Mrs  Van,  by  in- 
vitation. 

17.  I  have  miftakcn  the  day  of  the  month, 
and  been  forced  to  mend  k  thrice.     I  dined  to- 
day with  Mr  Madam  and  his  Lady,  by  invita- 
tion.    Lord  Treafurer  was  to  be  there,  bat  came 
cot.     It  was  to  entertain  Buys,  the  Dutch  en- 
voy, who  fpeaks  Engluh  well  enough:  He  was 
plaguy  politick,  telling  a  thouiand  lies,  of  which 
cone  pafled  upon  any  of  us.     We  are  ftfll  in  the 
condition  of  fufpence,  and,  I  think,  have  little 
hopes.     The  Ducheis  of  Somerfet  is  not  gone  to 
Petvrorth  ;  only  the  Duke ;  and  thai  is  a  poor 
facrifice.     I  believe  the  Queen  certainly  defigns 
to  change  the  miniftry  ;  but   perhaps   may  put 
k  off  till  the  felfion  is  over  :  And  think  they 
had  better  give  up  now,  if  {he  will  not  deal  open- 
ly ;  and  then  they  need  not  anfwer  for  the  con- 
iequences  of  a  peace,  when  k  is  in  other  hands, 
and  may  yet  be  broken.     They  fay,  my  Lord 
Privy-Seal  lets  out  for  Holland  this  week :  So 
the  peace  goes  on. 

1 8.  It  has  rained  hard  from  morning  till  night, 
and  coft  me  three  (hillings  in  coach-hire.     We 

VOL.  XIV.  H  have 
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have  had  abundance  of  wet  weather.  I  dined  in 
the  city>  and  was  with  the  printer,  who  has  now 
a  fifth  edition  of  the  Conduct,  &c.  It  is  in  fmall, 
and  fold  for  fixpence  ;  they  have  printed  as  ma- 
ny as  three  editions,  becaufe  they  are  to  be  font 
in  numbers,  into  the  country,  by  great  men,  &c. 
who  fubfcribe  for  hundreds.  It  has  been  lent  a 
fortnight  ago  to  Ireland  ;  I  fuppofe  you  will 
print  it  there.  The  Tory  Lords  and  Commons 
in  parliament  argue  all  from  it :  And  all  agree, 
that  never  any  thing  of  that  kind  was  of  fo  great 
confequence,  or  made  fo  many  converts.  By 
the  time  I  have  fent  this  letter,  I  expect  to  hear 
from  little  MD :  It  will  be  a  month  two  days 
hence  fince  1  had  your  laft,  and  I  will  allow  ten 
days  for  accidents.  I  cannot  get  rid  of  the 
leavings  of  a  cold  I  got  a  month  ago  ;  or  elfe  it 
is  a  new  one.  I  have  bc.n  writing  letters  all  this 
evening  till  I  am  weary,  and  I  am  lending  out 
another  little  thing,  which  I  hope  to  finifh  this 
week,  and  defign  to  fend  to  the  printer  in  an 
unknown  hand.  There  was  printed,  a  Grub- 
ftreet  fpeech  of  Lord  Nottingham  ;  and  he  was 
fuch  an  owl  to  complain  of  it  in  the  Houfe  of 
.Lords,  wlio  have  taken  up  the  printer  for  it.  I 
heard  at  Court,  that  \Valpole  (a  great  Whig 
member)  faid,  that  I  and  my  whimfical  club  writ 
it  at  one  of  our  meetings,  and  that  I  (hould  pay 
for  it.  He  will  find  he  lies  ;  and  I  Jhall  let  him 
know,  by  a  third  hand,  my  thoughts  of  him.  He 
is  to  be  fecretary  of  ftate,  if  the  miniftry  changes : 

But 
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Bat  ae  has  lately  had  a  bribe  proved  againft  him 
rli-tment,    while  he  was   Secretary  at  war. 
He  is  one  of  the  Whigs  chief  fpeakers. 

19.  Sad  difmal  weather.     I  went.to  the  fecre- 
ofifke,  and  Lewis  made  me  dine  with  him. 

I  intended  to  have  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer. 
I  have  not  leen  the  fecretary  this  week.  Things 
do  not  mead  at  all.  Lord  Dartmouth  defpairs, 
and  is  for  giving  up  ;  Lewis  is  of  the  fame  mind; 
but  Lord  Treafurer  only  fays,  Poh,  poh,  all 
will  be  well.  I  am  come  home  early  to  fin  Kb, 
fomething  I  am  doing ;  but  I  find  I  want  heart 
and  humour  ;  and  would  read  any  idle  book  that 
came  in  my  way.  I  have  juit  fent  away  a  penny 
paper,  to  make  a  little  mifchief.  Patrick  is  gone 
to  the  burial  of  an  Irith  footman,  who  was  Dr 
King's  fervant  ;  he  died  of  a  confumprion,  a  fit 
death  for  a  poor  ftarving  wit's  footman.  The 
Irilh  fervants  always  club  to  bury  a  countryman. 

20.  £   was    with   the   fecretary   this   morning, 
and  for  aught  I  can  fee,  we  ftiall  have  a  languiih- 
ing  death  :  I  can  know  nothing,  nor  themfelves 
neither.     I  dined,  you    know,  with  our  fociety, 
an  J  that  odious  fecretary  would  make  me  prefi- 
dent  next   week ;  fo   I  muft  entertain  this  day 

.;ht  at  the  Thatched-houfe  Tavern,  where 
we  dined  to-day ;  it  will  coft  me  five  or  fix 
pounds  ;  yet  the  fecretary -fays,  he  will  give  me 
wine.  I  found  a  letter,  when  I  came  home,  from 
the  bifhop  of  Clogher. 

21.  This  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  got  a  new  cqld 
before  the  old  one  was  going :  It  came  yefterdar, 

Hz  and 
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and  appeared  in  all  due  forms,  eyes  and  nofe  run- 
ning, &c.  and  is  now  very  bad,  and  I  cannot  tell 
how  I  got  it.  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  and  I  were 
invited  to  dine  with  Mrs  Van. — I  was  this  morn- 
ing with  the  Duke  of  Ormond  ;  and  neither  h* 
nor  I  can  think  of  any  thing  to  comfort  us  in  pre- 
fent  aftYirs.  We  muft  certainly  fall,  if  the  Duchefs 
of  .Somerfet  be  not  turned  out,  and  nobody  be- 
lieves the  Queen  will  ever  part  with  her.  The 
Duke  and  I  were  fettling  when  Mr  Secretary  and 
I  fhould  dine  with  him,  and  he  fixt  upon  Tuef- 
day  ;  and  when  I  came  away,  I  remembered  it 

was  Chrifhnas-day.   I  \v?s  to  fee  Lady ,  who 

is  juft  up  after  lying  in  j  and  the  uglieft  fight  I 
have  feen,  pale,  dead,  old  and  yellow,  for  want 
of  her  paint.  She  has  turned  my  ftomach.  But 
Ihe  will-foon  be  painted,  and  a  beauty  again.  . 

22.  I  find  myfclf  difordeved  with  .a  pain  all 
round  the  fmall  of  my  buck,  which  1  imputed 
to  Champagne  I  had  drunk  ;  but  find  it  to  have 
been  only  my  new  cold.  It  was  a  fine  frofty 
day,  and  I  refolved  to  walk  into  the  city.  I  called 
st  Lord  Treafurer's  at  eleven,  and  (laid  fome 
time  with  him.  He  (hewed  me  a  letter  from  a 
great  prefbyterian  parfon  *,  to  him,  complaining 
how  their  friends  had  betrayed  them  by  paffing 
this  Conformity  bill  ;  and  he  ihewed  me  the 

anfwer 

*  This  prefbyterian  teacher  was  Mr  Shower.  Vide  his  letter 
to  the  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  Oxford,  and  my  Lord  Tica- 
furer's  anfwer,  in  the  colleiflioli  of  letters  printed  by  Johnfou, 
176$,  No.  6.  and  7. 
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anfwer  he  had  written  ;  which  his  friends  would 
not  let  him  fend  ;  but  was  a  very  good  one.  He 
is  very  chearfu! ;  but  gives  one  no  hopes,  nor 
has  any  to  give.  I  went  into  the  city,  and  there 
I  dined. 

23.  Morning.      As   I  was  dreffing  to  go  to 
church,  a  friend,  that  was  to  fee  me,  advifed  me 
not  to  ftir  out ;  fo  I  {hall  keep  at  home  to-day, 
and  only  eat  fome  broth,  if  I  can  get  it.     It  is  a 
terrible  cold  froft,  and  fnow  fell  yefterday,  which 
ftiil  remains  ;  look,  there  you  may  fee  it  from 
the  pent-houfes.    The  Lords  made  yefterday  two 
or  three  votes  about  peace,  and  Hanover,  of  a 

ingry  kind,  to  vex  the  miniftry,  and  they 
will  meet  fooner  by  a  fortrrght  than  the  Com- 
mons ;  and  they  fay,  are  preparing  (brae  kncck- 

'drefies.  Morrow,  firrahs.  Ill  fit  at  home, 
and  when  I  go  to  bed,  I  will  tell  you  how  I  am. 
— I  have  fat  at  home  all  day,  and  eaten  only  a 
meis  of  broth  and  a  roll.  I  have  written  a  pro- 
phecy, which  I  defign  to  print ;  I  did  it  to-day, 
and  Ic  cries. 

24.  I  went  into  the  city  to-day  in  a  coach, 
and  dined  there.     My  cold  is  going.     It  is  now 
bitter  hard  froft,  and  has  been  fo  thefe  three  or 
four  days.     My  prophecy  f  is  printed,  and  will 
be    published    after    Chriftmas-day  ;    I    like    it 
mightily  j  I  don't  know  how  it  will  pals.     You 
will  never  under ftand  it   at  your  diftance,   with- 

'.  tip.     I  believe  every  body  will  guefs  it  to 
H*3  be 

+  Ttre  W:r  .  rks. 
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be  mine,  becaufe  it  is  fomewhat  in  the  fame 
manner  with  that  of  Merlin  in  the  Mifcellanics. 
My  Lord  Privy-Seal  fet  out  this  day  for  Holland: 
He'll  have  a  cold  journey.  I  gave  Patrick  half 
a  crown  for  his  Chriftmas-box,  on  condition  he 
would  be  good,  and  he  came  home  drunk  at 
midnight.  I  have  taken  a  memorandum  of  it ; 
becaufe  I  never  defign  to  give  him  a  groat  more. 
Tis  cruel  cold. 

25.  I  wiih  deareft  MD  a  merry  Chriftmaa, 
and  many  a  one  ;  but  mine  is  melancholy  :  I 
clurft  not  go  to  church  to-day,  finding  myfeif  a 
little  out  of  order,  and  it  fnowing  prodigioufly, 
and  freezing.  At  noon  I  went  to  Mrs  Van, 
who  had  this  week  engaged  me  to  dine  there 
to-day :  And  there  I  received  the  news,  that  poor 
Mrs  Long  died  at  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  on  Saturday 
laft,  at  four  in  the  morning  ;  me  was  tick  but 
four  hours.  We  fuppofe  it  was  the  afthma, 
which  lhe  was  fubject  to  as  well  as  the  dropfy, 
as  (he  fent  me  word  in  her  laft  letter,  written  a- 
bout  five  weeks  ago  ;  but  then  faid,  Ihe  was  re- 
covered. I  never  was  afflicted  at  any  death. 
The  poor  creature  had  retired  to  Lynn  two 
years  ago,  to  live  cheap,  and  pay  her  debts.  In 
her  laft  letter,  me  told  me  ihe  hoped  to  be  eafy 
by  Chriftmas  ;  and  lhe  kept  her  word,  although 
ihe  meant  it  otherwife.  She  had  all  forts  of 
amiable  qualities,  and  no  ill  ones,  but  the  indif- 
cretion  of  too  much  neglecting  her  own  affairs. 
She  had  two  thoufand  pounds  left  her  by  an  old 
grandmother,  with  which  lhe  intended  to  pay 

her 
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her  debts,  and  five  on  an  annuity  the  had,  of  one 
hundred  pounds  a-year,  and  Newburgh-houfe, 
which  would  be  about  nxty  pounds  more.  That 
odious  grandmother,  living  to  long,  forced  her 
to  retire;  for  the  two  thoufand  pounds  were 
fettled  on  her  after  the  old  woman's  death  ; 
yet  her  brute  of  a  brother,  Sir  James  Long, 
would  not  advance  it  for  her;  clfe  ihe  might 
have  paid  her  debts,  and  continued  here,  and 
lived  frill:  I  believe  melancholy  helped  her  on 
to  her  grave.  I  have  ordered  a  paragraph  to 
be  put  in  the  Pott-boy,  giving  an  account  of  her. 
death,  and  making  honourable  mention  of  her; 
which  is  all  I  can  do  to  ferve  her  memory :  Bat 
one  reafon  was  fpite  ;  for,  her  brother  would 
fain  have  her  death  a  ferret,  to  fave  the  charge 
of  bringing  her  up  here  to  bury  her,  or  going 
into  mourning.  Pardon  all  this,  for  the  fake  of 
a  poor  creature  I  had  fb  much  friendfhip  for. 

26.  I  went  to  Mr  Secretary  this  morning,  and 
he  would  have  me  dine  with  him.  I  called  at  noon 
at  Mrs  Mafham's,  who  deured  me  not  to  let  the 
prophecy  be  pubUfhed,  for  fear  of  angering  the 
Queen  about  the  Dochefs  of  Someriet;  fo  I 
:o  the  printer  to  itop  them.  They  have 
bcea  printed,  and  given  about,  but  not  fold.  I 
faw  Lord  Treafnrer  there,  who  had  been  two 
hours  with  the  Queen ;  and  Mrs  Mafham  b  in. 
hopes  things  will  do  well  again.  I  went  at  night 
again,  and  fupped  at  Mr  Mafham's,  and  Lord 
Treafurer  fat  with  us  t3l  one  o'clock.  So  'tis  late, 
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27.  I  entertained  our  fociety  at  the  Thatched- 
houfe  Tavern  to-day  at  dinner  ;  but  Brother  Ba- 
thurft  fent  for  wine,  the  houfe  affording  none. 
The  printer  had  not  received  my  letter,  and  To 
he  brought  us  dozens  a-piece  of  the  prophecy  ; 
but  I  ordered  him  to  part  with  no  more.  'Tis 
an  admirable  good  one,  and  people  are  mad  for 
it.  The  froft  (till  continues  violently  cold.  Mrs 
Mafham  invited  me  to  come  to-night  and  play  at 
cards  ;  but  our  fociety  did  not  part  till  nine.  But 
I  fupped  with  Mrs  Hill,  her  fitter,  and  there  was 
Mrs  Mafham  and  Lord  Treafurer,  and  we  ftayed. 
till  twelve.  He  is  endeavouring  to  get  a  majority 
againft  next  Wednefday,  when  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  is  to  meet ;  and  the  Whigs  intend  to  make 
fome  violent  addrefTes  againft  a  peace,  if  not  pre- 
vented. God  knows  what  will  become  of  us. — 
It  is  ftill  prodigioufly  cold  ;  but  fo  I  told  you  al- 
ready. We  have  eggs  on  the  fpit,  I  wiih  they 
may  not  be  addle.  When  I  came  home  to-night, 
I  found,  forfooth,  a  letter  from  MD,  N.  24,  24, 
24,  24  j  there,  do  you  know  the  number  now  ? 
and  at  the  fame  time  one  from  Joe,  full  of 
thanks  :  Let  him  know  I  have  received  it,  and 
am  glad  of  his  fuccefs,  but  won't  put  him  to  the 
charge  of  a  letter.  I  had  a  letter  fome  time  ago 
from  Mr  Warburton  *,  and  I  beg  one  of  you 
will  copy  out  what  I  {hall  tell  you,  and  fend  it 
by  fome  opportunity  to  Warburton.  Tis  as  fol- 
lows :  The  Doctor  has  received  Mr  Warburton's 
letter,  and  defires  he  will  let  the  Doctor  know, 

where 
*  The  Doftor'i  curate  at  Laracor. 
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where  that  accident  he  mentions  is  like  foon  to 
happen,  and  he  will  do  what  he  can  in  it. — And 
pray,  Madam,  let  them  know,  that  I  do  this  to 
fave  myfelf  the  trouble,  and  them  the  expence, 
of  a  letter. — And  I  think  this  is  enough,  for  one 
that  comes  home  at  twelve  from  a  Lord  Treafur- 
er  and  Mrs  Mafliam.  Oh,  I  could  tell  you  ten 
thoufand  things  of  our  mad  politics,  upon 
finasl  -.ces  great  affairs  have  turned. 

But  I  will  go  reft  my  bufy  head. 

28.  I  was  this  morning  with  Brother  Bathurft, 
to  fee  the   Duke  of  Ormond.     We  have  given 
his  Grace  fome  hopes  to  be  one  of  our  fociety. 
The  fecretaKy  and  I,  and  Bathunt,  are  to  dine  with 
him  on  Sunday  next.     The  Duke  is  not  in  much 
hope?,  but  has  been  very  bufy  in  endeavouring 
to  bring  over  fome  Lords  againft  nextWednefday. 

~>uchefs  catched  me  as  I  was  going  out :  She 
is  fadly  in  fear  about  things,  and  blames  me  for 
not  unending  them  by  my  credit  with.  Lord  Trea- 
furer ;  and  I  blame  her.  She  met  me  in  the 
ftreet  at  noon,  and  engaged  me  to  dine  with  her, 
which  I  did  ;  and  we  talked  an  hour  after  dinner 
in  her  clofet.  If  we  mifcarry  on  "Wednefday, 
I  believe  it  will  be  by  fame  ftrange  fort  of  neglect. 
They  talk  of  making  eight  new  Lords,  by  calling 
up  fome  Peers  eldeft  fons  ;  but  they  delay  ftrange- 
ly.  I  faw  Judge  Coote  to-day  at  the  Duke  of 
Ormond's :  He  defires  to  come  and  fee  me,  to 
justify  his  principles. 

29.  Morning.     This  goes  to-day.     I  will  not 
*nfwsr  your's,  your  24th,  till  my  next,  which 

{hall 
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fhall  begin  to-night,  ns  ufual.  Lord  Shelburn 
has  fent  to  invite  me  to  dinner,  but  1  am  engaged 
with  Lewis  at  Ned  Southwell's.  Lord  Northamp- 
ton and  Lord  Aylefbury's.  fons  are  both  made 
Peers ;  but  we  fhall  want  more.  I  write  this  poft 
to  your  Dean.  I  owe  the  Archbifhop  a  letter  this 
long  time.  All  people  that  come  from  Ireland, 
complain  of  him,  and  fcold  me  for  protecting 
him.  Pray,  Madam  Dingley,  let  me  know  what 
Prefto  has  received  for  this  year,  or  whether  any 
thing  is  due  to  him  for  laft  :  I  cannot  look  over 
your  former  letters  now.  As  for  Dingley's  own 
account  of  her  exchequer  money,  I  will  give  it 
on  t'other  fide.  Farewell,  my  own  deareft  MD, 
and  love  Prefto;  and  God  ever  blefs  deareft  MD, 
&c.  &c.  I  wifli  you  many  happy  Chriftmaflls 
and  New- Years. 

I  have  owned  to  the  Dean,  a  letter  I  juft  had 
from  you  ;  but  that  I  had  not  one  this  great 
while  before. 

Dingley's  Accompt. 

RECEIVED  of  Mr  Tooke,     -    -     L.  6  17  6 
Deducted  for  entering  the  letter  of 

attorney,      -      -      -----026 

For  the  three  half-crowns  it  ufed  to 
coft  you,  I  don't  know  why,  nor 
wherefore,      ----     _     _     -     o     76 

For  exchange  to  Ireland,      -     -      -     o   10  o 
For  coach-hire,      -     -     -.--026 

In  all,  juft     L.  8     o  o 
So 
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So  there's  yo*r  money,  and  we  are  both  even  : 
For  ril  pay  you  no  more  than  eight  pounds  Irifh, 
and  pray  be  Satisfied. 

Churchwarden's  accomptc,  boys. 

Saturday  night.  I  have  broke  open  my  letter, 
and  tore  it  into  the  bargain ;  to  let  you  know, 
that  we  are  all  Me  ;  the  Queen  has  made  no  Ids 
than  twelve  Lords  to  have  a  majority;  nine  new 
ones,  the  other  three  Peers  ions  ;  and  has  turn- 
ed out  the  Duke  of  Somerfet.  She  is  awakened 
at  laft,  and  fo  is  Lord  Treasurer :  1  want  nothing 
now  but  to  ice  the  Dochefs  out.  But  we  fliatt 
do  without  her.  We  are  all  extremely  happy. 
Give  me  joy,  firrahs.  This  is  written  in  a  coffre- 
houie.  Three  of  the  new  Lords  are  of  our  £>» 
ciety. 


LETTER      LXXY. 

Lan&n,  Dtc.  29,   1711. 

I  PUT  my  letter  in  this  evening,  after  com- 
ing from  dinner  at  Ned  Southwell's,  where  I 
drank  very  good  Irifh  wine,  and  we  are  in  great 
joy  at  this  happy  turn  of  afiairs.  The  Queen 
has  been  at  laft  perfuaded  to  her  own  intereft 
and  ,fecurity,  and  I  freely  think  (he  mnfr  have 
made  both  herlelf  and  kingdom  very  unhappy, 
if  the  had  done  otherwiie  It  is  fell  a  mighty 
fecrct  that  Malham  is  to  be  one  of  the  new 
Lords  :  They  fay  he  docs  not  yet  know  k  him- 

felt; 
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fclf ;  but  the  Queen  is  to  furpdfe  him  with  it. 
Mr  Secretary  will  be  a  Lord  at  the  end  of  the 
feffion;  but  they  want  him  ftill  in  parliament. 
After  all,  it  is  a  ftrange-  unhappy  neceffity  -of 
making  fo  many  Peers  together  -,  but  the  Queen 
has  drawn  it  upon  hcrfelf,  by  her  confounded 
trimming  and  moderation.  Three,  as  1  told  you, 
are  of  our  fociety. 

30.  I  writ  the  Dean  and  you  a  lie  yefterday  ; 
for  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  is  not  yet  turned 
out.  I  was  to-day  at  Court,  and  refolved  to 
be  very  civil  to  the  Whigs  ;  but  faw  few  there. 
When  I  was  in  the  bed-chamber  talking  to  Lord 
Rochefter,  he  went  up  to  Lady  Burlington,  who 
alked  him,  who  I  was ;  and  Lady  Sunderland 
and  fhe  whifpered  about  me :  I  defired  Lord 
-Rochefter  to  tell  Lady  Sunderland,  I  doubted 
fhe  was  not  as  much  in  love  with  me,  as  I  was 
with  her ;  but  he  would  not  deliver  my  mefTage. 
The  Duchefs  of  Shrewfbury  came  running  up 
to  me,  and  clapt  her  fan  up  to  hide  us  from  the 
company,  and  we  gave  one  another  joy  of  this 
change  ;  but  fighed,  when  we  reflected  on  the 
Somerfet  family  not  being  out.  The  fecretary 
and  I,  and  Brother  Bathurft,  and  Lord  Windfor, 
dined  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  Bathurft  and 
Windfor  are  to  be  two  of  the  new  Lords.  I 
defired  Lord  Radnor's  brother,  at  Court  to-day, 
to  let  my  Lord  know  I  would  call  on  him  at  fix, 
which  I  did,  and  was  arguing  with  him  three 
hours  to  bring  him  over  to  us ;  and  I  fpoke  fo 
i  ^clofely, 
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ciofely,  that  I  believe  he  will  be  tractable  :  But 
he  is  a  fcoundrel  5  and  though  I  faid  I  only  talk- 
ed for  my  love  to  him,  I  told  I  lie  ;  for  I  did. 
not  care  if  he  were  hanged  :  But  every  one  gain- 
ed over,  is  of  confequence.  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough  was  at  Court  to-day,  and  nobody  hard- 
ly took  notice  of  him.  Malham's  being  a  Lord, 
begins  to  take  wind  :  Nothing  at  Court  can  be 
kept  a  fecret.  Wednefday  will  be  a  great  day  : 
You  fhall  know  more. 

31.  Our  froft  is  broken  fince  yefterday,  and 
it  is  very  flabbery  :  Yet  I  walked  to  the  city,  and 
dined,  and  ordered  fome  things  with  the  printer. 
I  have  fettled  Dr  King  in  the  Gazette  ;  it  will  be 
worth  two  hundred  pounds  a-year  to  him.  Our 
new  Lords  patents  are  patted  :  I  don't  like  the 
expedient,  if  we  could  have  found  any  other.'  I 
fee  1  have  faid  this  before.  I  hear  the  Duke  of 
Marl  borough  is  turned  out  of  all  his  employ- 
ments :  I  fhall  know  to-morrow,  when  I  am  to 
carry  Dr  King  to  dine  with  the  fecretary. — Thefe 
are  ftrong  remedies  ;  pray  God  the  patient  is  able 
to  bear  them.  The  laft  miniftry  people  are  ut- 
terly defperate. 

Jan.  i.  Now  I  wifh  my  deareft  little  MD 
many  happy  new-years ;  yes,  both  Dingley  and 
Stella,  aye  and  Frefto  too,  many  happy  new- 
years.  I  dined  with  the  fecretary,  and  it  is  true 
that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  turned  out  of 
all.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  has  got  his  regiment 
of  foot-guards  $  I  know  not  who  has  the  reft. 
VOL.  XIV.  I  If 
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If  the  miniftry  be  not  fure  of  a  peace,  I  fhall 
wonder  at  this  ftep,  and  do  not  approve  it  at 
beft.  The  C^ueen  and  Lord  Treafurer  mortally 
hate  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  and  to  that  he 
owes  his  fall,  more  than  to  his  other  faults  ;  un- 
lefs  he  has  been  tampering  too  far  with  his  par- 
ty, of  which  I  have  not  heard  any  particulars  ; 
however  it  be,  the  world  abroad  will  blame  us. 
I  confefs  my  belief,  that  he  has  not  one  good 
quality  in  the  world  befides  that  of  a  general, 
and  even  that  I  have  heard  denied  by  feveral 
great  foldiers.  But  we  have  had  conftant  fuc- 
cefs  in  arms  while  he  commanded.  Opinion  is  a 
mighty  matter  in  war,  and  I  doubt  but  the 
French  think  it  impoffible  to  conquer  an  army 
that  he  leads,  and  our  foldiers  think  the  fame  ; 
and  how  far  even  this  ftep  may  encourage  the 
French  to  pl*y  tricks  with  us,  no  man  knows. 
I  do  not  love  to  fee  perfonal  refentment  mix 
with  public  affairs. 

2.  This  being  the  day  the  Lords  meet,  and 
the  new  Peers  to  be  introduced,  I  went  to  Weft- 
rninfter  to  fee  the  fight  ;  But  the  crowd  was  too 
great  in  the  houfe  ;  fo  I  only  went  into  the 
robing-room,  to  give  my  four  brothers  joy,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Manfel,  and  Lord  \V5ndibr ;  the 
other  fix  1  am  not  acquainted  with.  It  was  ap- 
prehended the  Whigs  would  have  raifcd  fome 
difficulties,  but  nothing  happened.  I  went  to 
fee  Lady  Maiham  at  noon,  and  wifh  her  joy  of 
her  new  honour,  and  a  happy  new-year.  I 

found 
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found  her  very  wdl  pleafed  ;  for  peerage  will  be 
ibrne  fort  of  protection  to  her,  upon  any  torn  of 
aHairs-  She  engaged  me  to  come  at  night,  and 
fcp  with  her  and  Lord  Trea  hirer ;  I  went  at 
nine,  and  £he  was  not  at  home,  fo  I  coald  not 

ftay. No,    no,    I  won't  anfwer  your  letter 

yet,  young  women.  I  dined  with  a  friend  in. 
the  neighbourhood.  I  fee  nothing  here  like 
Chriitmas,  except  brawn  or  mince-pies  in  places 
where  I  dine,  and  giving  away  my  half-crowns 
like  farthings  to  great  men's  porters  and  bnikrs. 
Yefterday  I  paid  leven  good  guineas  to  the  fel- 
low at  the  tavern  where  I  treated  the  fockty.  I 
hare  a  great  mind  to  fend  you  the  biiL  1  'think 
I  told  you  (bme  ankles.  I  hare  not  heard  whe- 
ther any  thing  was  done  in  the  Houie  of  Lords, 
alter  introducing  the  new  ones.  Ford  has  been 
fitting  with  me  'till  peeaft  tweeleve  a  clock. 

3.  This  was  our  fociety  day,  Lord  Dnpplin 
was  prefident;  we  chufe  every  week;  the  bit 
president  treats  and  causes  his  fucceiior.  I  be- 
lieve our  dinner  coil  fifteen  pounds,  betides  wine. 
The  iecret  jy  grew  brilk,  and  would  not  let  me 
go,  nor  Lord  Landfdown,  who  would  fain  hare 
gone  home  to  his  lacy,  being  newly  married  to 
Lady  Mary  Thyane.  It  was  near  one  when  we 
parted ;  fo  you  mutt  think  I  can't  write  much, 
to-night.  The ,  adjourning  of  the  Houte  of 
Lords  yefterday,  as  the  Queen  defired,  was  juft 
carried  by  the  twelve  new  Lords,  and  one  more. 
Lord  Radnor  was  not  there;  1  hope  I  have 
I  2  rural 


joo  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

cured  him.  Did  I  tell  you,  that  I  have  brought 
Dr  King  in  to  be  Gazetteer  ?  It  will  be  worth 
above  two  hundred  pounds  a^year  to  him  :  I  be- 
lieve I  told  you  fo  before,  but  I  am  forgetful. 
Go,  get  you  gone  to  ombre,  and  claret,  and 
toafted  oranges.  I'll  go  {Jeep. 

4.  I  cannot  get  rid  of  the  leavings  of  my  cold. 
I  was  in  the  city  to-day,  and  dined  with  my  prin- 
ter, and  gave  him  a  ballad  made  by  feveral 
hands.  I  know  not  whom.  I  believe  Lord 
Treafurer  had  a  finger  in  it  ;  I  added  three 
ftanzas  ;  I  fuppofe  Dr  Arbuthnott  had  the  great- 
eft  fhare.  I  have  been  overfeeing  fome  other 
little  prints,  and  a  pamphlet  made  by  one  of  my 
underftrappers.  Somerfet  is  not  out  yet.  I 
doubt  not  but  you  will  have  the  prophecy  in 
Ireland,  although  it  is  not  publimed  here,  only 
printed  copies  given  to  friends.  Tell  me,  do 
you  underftand  it  ?  No,  faith,  not  without  help. 
Tell  me  what  you  ftick  at,  and  I'll  explain.  We 
turned  out  a  member  of  our  fociety  yefterday, 
for  grofs  neglect,  and  non-attendance.  I  writ  ta 
him,  by  order,  to  give  him  notice  of  it.  It  is  Tom 
Harley,  fecretary  to  the  Treafurer,  and  coufin- 
german  to  Lord  Treafurer.  He  is  going  to  Ha- 
nover from  the  Queen.  I  am  to  give  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  notice  of  his  election,  as  foon  as  lean 
fee  him. 

5.  I  went  this  morning  with  a  parifhioner  of 
mine,  one  Nuttal,  who  came  over  here  for  a 
legacy  of  one  hundred  pounds  ;  and  a  roguifu 

lawyer 
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lawyer  had  refufed  to   pay  him,  and  would  not 
believe  he  was  the  man.      I  writ  to  the  lawyer  a 
lharp  letter,  that  I  had  taken   Nuttal   into  my 
protection,  and  was  refolved    to  ftand  by  him  ; 
and  the  next  news  was,  that  the  lawyer  defired 
I  would  meet  him,  and  atteft  he  was  the  man, 
which  I  did,  and  his  money  was  paid  upon  the 
fpot.      I   then  vifited   Lord  Treafurer,    who   is 
now  right  again,  and  all  well,  only  that  the  So- 
meriet  family   is  not  out   yet.     I    hate   that;  I 
don't   like  it,  as  the  man  (aid,  by,  £c.     Then  I 
•went  and  vifited  poor  Will  Congreve,  who  had 
a  French  fellow  tampering  with  one  of  his  eyes; 
he   is  almost  blind  of  both.     I  dined  with  fome 
merchants  in   the  city,  but  could  not  fee  Strat- 
ford, with  whom  I   had  bulinefs.    .Prefto,  leave 
off  your  impertinence,    and  anfwer   our  letter, 
fayeth  MIX     Yes,  yes,  one  of  thefe  days,  when. 
I  have  nothing  elie  to  do.     Oh  !  faith,  this  letter 
is  a  -week  written,  and  not  one  fide  done  yet. — 
Thefe  ugly  fpots  are  not  tobacco,  but  this  is  the 
laft  gilt  fheet   I  have  of  large  paper,  therefore 
hold  your  tongue.     Nuttal  was  furprifed,  when 
they  gave  him  bits  of  paper  inftead  of  'money  ; 
but  I  made  Ben  Tooke  put  him  in  his  geers  :  He 
could  not  reckon  ten  pounds,  but  was  puzzled 
with  the  Iriih  way.     Ben  Tooke  and  my  printer 
have  defired  me  to  make  them  ftationers  to  the 
ordnance,  of  which   Lord  Rivers  is   mnfter  in- 
ftead of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.     It  will  be  a 
hundred  pounds  a-year  a- piece  to  them,  if  I  can 
get  it.     I  will  try  to-morrcw. 

I  3  6. 1 
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6.  I  went  this  morning  to  Earl  Rivers,  gave 
him  joy  of  his  new  employment,  and  defired 
him  to  prefer  my  printer  and  bookfeller  to  be 
ftationers  to  his  office.  He  immediately  granted 
it  me  ;  but,  like  an  old  courtier,  told  me  it  was 
wholly  on  my  account  :  But  that  he  heard  I  had 
intended  to  engage  Mr  Secretary  to  fpeak  to 
him,  and  defired  I  would  engage  him  to  do  Co  ; 
but  that  however  he  did  it  only  for  my  fake. 
This  is  a  Court  trick,  to  oblige  as  many  as  you 
can  at  once.  I  read  prayers  to  poor  Mrs  Wef- 
ley  (who  is  very  much  out  of  order)  inftead  of 
going  to  church  ;  and  then  I  went  to  Court, 
which  I  found  very  full>  in  expectation  of  feeing 
Prince  Eugene,  who  landed  lail  night,  and  lies 
at  Leicefter-Houfe  ;  but  he  was  not  to  fee  the 
Queen  till  fix  this  evening.  I  hope  and  believe 
he  comes  too  late  to  do  the  Whigs  any  good. 
I  refufed  dining  with  the  fecretary,  and  was  like 
to  lofe  my  dinner,  which  was  at  a  private  ac- 
quaintance's. I  went,  at  fix,  to  fee  the  Prince  at 
Court ;  but  he  was  gone  in  to  the  Queen  ;  and 
when  he  came  out,  Mr  Secretary,  who  intro- 
duced him,  walked  fo  near  him,,  that  he  quits 
fcreened  him  from  me  with  his  great  periwig.  I'll 
tell  you  a  good  paflage  :  As  Prince  Eugene  was 
going  with  Mr  Secretary  to  Court,  he  told,  the 
fecretary,  that  Hoffman,  the  Emperor's  refident, 
faid  to  his  Highnefs,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  go 
to  Court  without  a  long  wig,  and  his  was  a  tyed- 
up  one  :  Now,  fays  the  Prince,  I  knew  not  what 
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to  do ;  for  I  never  had  a  long  periwig  in  my 
life;  and  I  hare  lent  to  all  my  valets  and  footmen, 
to  ice  whether  any  of  them  have  one,  that  I 
might  borrow  it ;  bat  none  of  them  has  any. — 
Was  not  this  fpoken  very  greatly,  with  fonae  fort 
of  contempt?  But  the  fecretary  {aid,  It  was  a 
thing  of  no  confeqaence,  and  only  obierved  by 
gentlemen-ufhers.  1  fbpped  with  Lord  Mafham, 
where  Lord  Treasurer  and  Mr  Secretary  flipped 
with  us  ;  the  firft  left  us  at  twelve,  but  the  reft 
did  not  part  till  two  ;  yet  I  have  written  all  this 
becanfe  k  is  freih  :  and  now  111  go  fleep,  if  I 
can ;  that  is,  I  believe  I  fhali,  becaufc  1  have 
drank  a  little. 

7.  I  was  this  morning  to  give  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  notice  of  the  honour  done  him  to  make 
him  one  of  our  focietr,  and  to  invite  him  on* 
Thurfday  next  to  the  Thatched-houfe :  He  has 
accepted  it  with  the  gratitude  and  humility  loch 
a  preferment  deicrres  ;  but  cannot  come  till  the 
next  meeting,  becaufe  Prince  Eugene  is  to  dine 
with  him  that  day  ;  which  I  allowed  for  a  good 
cxcufe,  and  win  report  accordingly.  1  dined 
with  Lord  MaLham,  and  fat  there  till  eight  this 
evening,  and  came  home,  because  I  was  not 
very  well,  but  a  little  griped  :  But  now  I  am  weH 
again ;  I  will  not  go,  at  kail  but  very  feldom, 
to  Lord  Mafham's  feppe&.  Lord  Treafurer  k 
generally  there,  and  that  tempts  me ;  but  late 
fitting  up,  does  not  agree  with  me  ;  there's  the 
ihort  and  the  long,  and  I  won't  do  it ;  fo  take 
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your  anfwer,  c!ear  little  young  women  ;  and  I 
have  no  more  to  fay  to  you  to-night,  becaufe  of 
the  archbilhop ;  for  I  am  going  to  write  a  long 
letter  to  him  ;  but  not  fo  politickly  as  formerly  : 
I  won't  truft  him. 

8.  Well ;  then  come,  let  us  fee  this  letter  •,  if 
I  muft  anfwer  it,  I  muft.  What's  here  now  ? 
Yes,  faith,  I  lamented  my  birth-day  two  days  * 
after,  and  that's  all ;  and  you  rhyme,  Madam 
Stella  ;  were  thofe  verfes  made  upon  my  birth- 
day ?  Faith,  when  I  read  them,  I  had  them  run- 
ning in  my  head  all  the  day,  and  faid  them  over 
a  thoufand  times  ;  they  drank  your  health  in  all 
their  glafies,  and  wifhed,  fcjV.  I  could  not  get 
them  out  of  my  head.  What  ;  no,  I  believe  it 
was  not :  What  do  I  fay  upon  the  eighth  of  De- 
cember ?  Compare,  and  fee  whether  I  fay  fo.  I 
am  glad  of  Mrs  Stoyte's  recovery,  heartily  glad: 
Your  Dolly  Manley's  and  Bifhop  of  Cloyne's 
child  I  have  no  concern  about :  1  am  forry  in  a 
civil  way,  that's  all.  Yes,  yes,  Sir  George  St 
George  dead.  Go,  cry,  Madam  Dingley  ;  I 
have  written  to  the  Dean.  Raymond  will  be 
rich,  for  he  has  the  building  itch.  I  wifli  all  he 
has  got,  may  put  him  out  of  debt.  Poh,  I  have 
fires  like  light'ning  ;  they  coft  me  twelvepence  a- 
week,  befides  fmall-coal.  I  have  got  four  new 
caps,  Madam,  very  fine  and  convenient,  with 
ftriped  cambrick  inftead  of  muflin  ;  fo  Patrick 

need 

•  Dr  Swift,  upon  his  birth-day,  ufed  always  to  read  the 
third  chapter  of  Job. 
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need  not  mend  them,  but  take  the  old  ones. 
Stella  fnatched  Dingley's  words  out  of  her  pen  ; 
Prefto  a  cold  ?  Why  all  the  world  here  is  dead  with 
them  :  I  never  had  any  thing  like  it  in  my  life  ; 
'tis  not  gone  in  five  weeks.  I  hope  Leigh  is  with 
you  before  this,  and  has  brought  your  box  :  How 
do  you  like  this  ivory  rafp  ?  Stella  is  angry  ;  but 
I'll  have  a  finer  thing  for  her.  Is  not  the  apron 
as  good  ?  Pm  fure  I  (hall  never  be  paid  it  :  So 
all's  well  again.  What  the  quarrel  with  Sir  John 
Walters  ?  Why,  we  had  not  one  word  of  quar- 
rel ;  only  he  railed  at  me  when  I  was  gone.  And 
Lord  Keeper  and  Treafurer  teazed  me  for  a 
week;  it  was  nuts  to  them  ;  a  ferious  thing  with 
a  vengeance.  The  Whigs  may  fell  their  eftates 
then,  or  hang  themfelves,  as  they  are  difpofed  ; 
for  a  peace  there  will  be.  Lord  Treafurer  told 
me,  that  Conolly  was  going  to  Hanover.  Your 
Provoft  is  a  coxcomb.  Stella  is  a  good  girl,  for 
not  being  angry  when  I  tell  her  of  fpelling ;  I  fee 
none  wrong  in  this.  God  Almighty  be  praifed, 
that  your  diforders  leflen  ;  it  encreafes  my  hopes 
mightily,  that  they  will  go  off.  And  have  you 
been  plagued  with  the  fear  of  the  plague  ?  Never 
mind  thofe  reports ;  I  have  heard  them  five  hun- 
dred times.  Replevi  !  Replevin,  fimpleton,  'tis 
Dingley  1  mean  ;  but  it  is  a  hard  word,  and  fo 
I'll  excufe  it.  I  ftated  Dingley's  accompt  in  my 
laft.  I  forgot  Catharine's  fevenpenny  dinner.  I 
hope  it  was  beef-fteaks  ;  I'll  call  and  eat  them  in 
Spring :  But  goody  Stoyte  muft  give  me  coftee  or 

green 
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green  tea,  for  I  drink  no  bohea.  Well,  aye,  the 
pamphlet  ;  but  there  are  fome  additions  to  the 
fourth  edition:  The  fifth,  edition  was  of  four 
thoufand,  in  a  fmaller  print,  fold  for  fixpence. 
Yes,  I  had  the  twenty  pound  bill  from  Parviibl  9 
and  what  then  ?  Pray,  now  eat  the  Laracor  ap- 
ples 9  I  beg  you  not  to  keep  them,  but  tell  me 
what  they  are.  You  have  had  Tooke's  bill  in 
my  laft.  And  fo,  there  now,  your ' whole  letter 
is  anfwered.  I  tell  you  what  I  do  ;  I  lay  your 
letter  before  me,  and  take  it  in  order,  and  an- 
fwer  what  is  neceflary  ;  and  fo,  and  fo.  Well ; 
when  I  expedled  we  were  all  undone,  I  defigned 
to  retire  for  fix  months,  and  then  fteal  over  to 
Laracor ;  and  I  had  in  my  mouth,  a  thoufand 
times,  two  lines  of  Shakefpear,  where  Cardinal 
Wolfey  fays, 

"  A  weak  old  man,  battered  with  norms  of  ftate, 
"  Is  come  to  lay  his  weary  bones  among  you." 

I  beg  your  pardon,  I  have  cheated  you  all  this 
margin  9  I  did  not  perceive  it  ;  and  I  went  on 
wider  and  wider  like  Stella  9  aukward  fluts,  Jhe 
•writes  fo  fo,  there  *  :  That's  as  like  as  two  eggs 

a  penny A  iveakjold  man,  now  am  I  faying  it, 

and  {hall  till  to-morrow. The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough  fays,  There  is  nothing  he  now  defires 
fo  much,  as  to  contrive  fome  way  how  to  foften 
Dr  Swift.  He  is  miftaken  9  for  thofe  things  that 

have 

*  Thcfe  words  in  the  manufcript,  imitate  Stella's  writing,  and 
are  floped  the  wrong  way. 
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have  been  hardcft  againft  him,  were  DOC  written 
by  me.  Mr  Secretary  told  me  this  from  a  friend 
of  the  Duke's;  and  Fm  fare,  now  he  is  down,  I 
fhali  not  trampie  on  him  ;  although  I  love  him 
not,  I  diflike  his  being  out  — Bernage  was  to  fee 
me  this  morning,  and  gave  fbme  very  indifferent 
excufes  for  not  calling  here  fo  long.  I  care  not 
twopence.  Prince  Eogene  did  not  dine  with  the 
Duke  of  Mariboroogh  on  Sunday,  bat  was  lalt 
night  at  Lady  Betty  Germain's  affcmbiee,  anil  a 
vaft  number  of  ladies  to  fee  him.  Mr  Lewis  and 
1  dined  with  a  private  friend.  I  was  this  morn- 
ing to  ice  the  Duke  of  Oncond,  who  appointed 
me  to  meet  him  at  the  Cockpit  at  one,  but  never 
came.  I  fat,  too,  ibrne  time  with  the  Duchds. 
We  don't  like  things  very  well  yet.  I  am  come 
home  early,  and  going  to  be  bufy.  FH  go  write. 
9.  I  could  not  go  deep  lait  night  till  pad  two, 
and  was  waked  before  three,  by  a  notic  of  people 
endeavouring  to  break  open  my  window;  for 
a  whik  I  would  not  for,  thinking  k  ought  be 
my  imagination ;  but  hearing  the  noils  continu- 
ed, I  roie  and  went  to  the  window,  and  then  it 
ceafed :  I  went  to  bed  again,  and  heard  it  re- 
peated more  violently;  then  I  rofe,  and  called  up 
the  houfe,  and  got  a  candle:  The  rogues  had 
lifted  up  the  fafh  a  yard  ;  there  are  great  (beds 
before  my  windows,  although  my  lodgings  be  a 
ftory  high ;  and  if  they  get  upon  the  (beds,  they 
are  aimoft  even  with  my  window.  We  observed 
their  track,  and  panes  of  glais  frcfh  broken. 
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The  watchmen  told  us  to-day  they  faw  them,  but 
could  not  catch  them  ;  they  attacked  others  in 
the  neighbourhood,  about  the  fame  time,  and 
actually  robbed  a  houfe  in  Suffolk-Street,  which 
is  the  next  ftreet  but  one  to  us.  It  is  faid,  they 
are  feamen  difcharged  from  fervice.  I  went  up 
to  call  my  man,  and  found  his  bed  empty  ;  it 
feems  he  often  lies  abroad.  I  challenged  him 
this  morning  as  one  of  the  robbers.  He  is  a  fad 
dog  •,  and  the  minute  I  come  to  Ireland,  I  will 
difcard  him.  I  have  this  day  got  double  iron- 
bars  to  every  window  in  my  dining-room  and 
bed-chamber  ;  and  I  hid  my  purfe  in  my  thread- 
flocking,  between  the  bed's  head  and  the  wain- 
fcot.  Lewis  and  I  dined  with  an  old  Scotch 
friend,  who  brought  the  Duke  of  Douglas,  and 
three  or  four  more  Scots  upon  us. 

10.  This  was  our  fociety-day,  you  know  ;  but 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  could  not  be  with  us,  be- 
caufe  he  dined  with  Prince  Eugene.  It  coft  me 
a  guinea  contribution  to  a  poet,  who  had  made  a 
copy  of  verfes  upon  monkies,  applying  the  ftory 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  the  reft  gave  two 
guineas,  except  the  two  phyficians,  who  follow- 
ed my  example.  I  don't  like  this  cuftom  ;  the 
ne-xt  time  I  will  give  nothing.  I  fat  this  even- 
ing at  Lord  Mafham's  with  Lord  Treaiurer  :  I 
don't  like  his  countenance  ;  nor  I  don't  like  the 
pofture  of  things  well.  We  cannot  be  ftout, 
till  Somerset's  out ;  as  the  old  faying  is. 

i  r.  Mr  Lewis  and  I  dined  with  the  chancellor 

of  the  exchequer,  who  eats  the  moft  elegantly 
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of  any  man  I  know  in  town :  I  walkt  loftily  in 
the  Park  by  moon-fhine  till  eight,  to  (hake  off 
my  dinner  and  wine ;  and  then  went  to  fup  at  Mr 
Docnville's  with  Ford,  and  ftaid  till  twelve.  It 
B  told  me  to-day,  as  a  great  fecret,  that  the  Duke 
of  Sorneriet  will  be  out  foon  ;  that  the  thing  is 
fixt ;  bat  what  fttall  we  do  with  the  Duchefe  ? 
They  fay,  the  Duke  will  make  her  leave  the 
Queen  out  of  fpite,  if  he  be  out.  It  has  {tuck 
upon  that  fear  a  good  while  already.  WeB,  but 
Lewis  gave  me  a  letter  from  MD,  N.  25.  O 
Lord !  I  did  not  expe&  one  this  fortnight,  faith. ! 
You  are  mighty  good,  that's  certain ;  but  I 
won't  anfwer  it,  becaufe  this  goes  to-morrow. 
Only,  what  you  fay  of  the  printer  being  taken  up, 
I  value  it  not ;  all's  fate  there :  Nor  do  I  fear 
any  thing,  unlefs  the  minifbry  be  changed;  I 
hope  that  danger  is  over.  However,  I  fhall  be 
in  Ireland  before  fuch  a  change  ;  which  could 
not  be,  I  think,  till  the  end  of  the  feffion,  if  the 
Whigs  defigns  had  gone  on.  Hare  not  yon  an 
apron  by  Leigh,  Madam  Stella  ?  Have  you  all  I 
mentioned  in  a  former  letter  ? 

12.  Morning.  This  goes  to-day  as  ufoaL  I 
think  of  going  into  the  city ;  but  of  that  at  night. 
Tis  fine  moderate  weather  thefe  two  or  three 
days  kft.  Farewell,  &c. 
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London,   Jan.  12,    1711-12. 

WHEN  I  fealed  up  my  letter  this  morn- 
ing, I  lookt  upon  myfelf  not  to  be 
worth  a  groat  in  the  world.  Laft  night,  after 
Mr  Ford  and  I  left  Domville,  Ford  defired  me 
to  go  with  him  for  a  minute  upon  earneft  buii- 
nefs,  and  then  told  me  that  both  he  and  I  were 
ruined  :  For  he  had  trufted  Stratford  with  five 
hundred  pounds  for  tickets  for  the  lottery ;  and 
he  had  been  with  Stratford,  who  confefled  he 
had  loft  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  by  Sir  Stephen 
Evans,  who  bvoke  laft  week  ;  that  he  concluded 
Stratford  muft  break  too  ;  that  he  could  not  get 
his  tickets,  but  Stratford  made  him  feveral  ex- 
cuics,  which  feemed  very  blind  ones,  &c.  And 
Stratford  had  near  four  hundred  pounds  of 
mine,  to  buy  me  five  hundred  pounds  in  the 
South-Sea  Company.  I  came  home  reflecting  a 
little ;  nothing  concerned  me  but  MD.  I  called 
all  my  philofophy  and  religion  up  ;  and,  I  thank 
Cod,  it  did  not  keep  me  awake  beyond  my  ufual 
time,  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  This  morn- 
ing I  fent  for  Tooke,  whom  1  had  employed  to 
buy  the  ftock  of  Stratford,  and  fettle  things  with 
him.  He  told  me,  I  was  fecure  ;  for  Stratford 
had  transferred  it  to  me  in  form  in  the  South- 
Sea  houfe,  and  he  had  accepted  it  for  me,  and 
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afl  was  done  on  ftampt  parchment.  However,  he 
would  be  farther  informed  ;  and,  at  night,  fent 
me  a  note  to  confirm  me.  However  I  am  not 
yet  -  Jecure  ;  and,  befides,  am .  in  pain  for  Ford, 
whom  I  firft  brought  acquainted  with  Stratford. 
I  dined  in  the  city. 

13.  Doravflle  and  I  dined  with  Ford  to-day 
by  appointment:  The  Lord  Mantel  told  meat. 
Court  to-day,  that  I  was  engaged  to  him  :  But 
Stratford  had  promned  Ford  to  meet  htm  and 
me  to-night  at  Ford's  lodgings.     He  did  lo  ;  tud 
he  had  hopes  to  favrhimJelf  in  his  affair  with 
Evans.     Ford  aflced  him  for  his  tickets :  He  faid 
he  would  (end  them  to-morrow  ;  but  looking  in 
his  pocket-book,  £ud  he  bettered  he  had  ibme 
of  them  about  him,  and  gave  him  as  many  as 

:  .--.:  ::•-•......-.. -;-....    ;.    •     .    /.  ;-_-•..; 

much ;  befides,   he  talked  ib  frankly,    that  we 
think  there  is  no  danger.     I  a&ed  him,  was 
there  any  more  to  be  fetded  between  us  in  my 
my   stair?    He  faid,    No;  and  aniwercd  my 

.-.MS  jute  as  Tookc  had  got  them  from 
others ;  to  I  hope  I  am  iafe.  This  has  been  a 
fcurry  a£ur.  I  believe  Stdla  would  have  half 
laughed  at  me,  to  fee  a  fulptcious  fellow,  like  me, 
over-reached.  I  faw  Erince  Eugene  to-day  at 
Court.  I  don't  think  him  an  ugly-faced  feUow, 
bat  weft  enough,  and  a  good  (nape. 

14.  The   parliament  was  to  fit  to-day ;   and 
met ;  but  were  adjourned,  by  the  Queen's  direc- 
tions, till  Thurfoay.     She  defigns  to  make  fomc 

fi.  2  important 
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important  fpeech  then.  She  pretended  illncfi, : 
But  I  believe  they  were  not  ready,  and  they  ex- 
pe£t  fome  oppofition  ;  and  the  Scotch  Lords  are 
angry,  and  muft  be  pacified.  I  was  this  morn- 
ing to  invite  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  our  fociety 
on  Thurfday,  where  he  is  then  to  be  introduced. 
He  has  appointed  me  at  twelve  to-morrow,  about 
fome  bufinefs  :  I  would  fain  have  his  help  to 
impeach  a  certain  Lord  ;  but  I  doubt  we  iliall 
make  nothing  of  it.  I  intended  to  have  dined 
with  Lord  Treafurer,  but  I  was  told  he  would 
be  bufy  ;  fo  1  dined  with  Mrs  Van  ;  and  at  night 
]  fat  with  Lord  Maiham  till  one.  Lord  Trea- 
furer was  there,  and  chid  me  for  not  dining  with 
him:  He  was  in  a  very  good  humour :  I  brought 
home  two  flafks  of  Burgundy  in  my  chair  :  I 
wifh  MD  had  them.  You  fee  it  is  very  late  ;  fo 
I'll  go  to  bed,  and  bid  MD  good  night. 

15.  This  morning  I  prefented  my  printer 
aad  bookfeller  to  Lord  Rivers,  to  be  ftationers 
to  the  Ordnance  :  Stationers,  that's  the  word  ; 
I  did  not  write  it  plain  at  firft.  I  believe  it  will 
be  worth  three  hundred  pounds  a-year  between 
them.  This  is  the  third  employment  I  have  got 
for  them.  Rivers  told  them,  the  Doftor  com- 
manded him,  and  he  durft  not  refufe  it.  I 
would  have  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer  to-day 
again  ;  but  Lord  Manfel  would  not  let  me,  and 
forced  me  home  with  him.  I  was  very  deep 
with  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to-day  at  the  Cock- 
pit, where  we  met  to  be  private  j  but  I  doubt  I 

cannot 


C  O  R  Px  E  S  P  O  N  D  E  N  C  E.         113 

cannot  do  the  mifchkf  I  intended.  My  friend 
Penn  came  there,  Will  Penn  the  quaker,  at 
the  head  of  his  brethren,  to  thank  the  Duke  for 
his  kindnefs  to  their  people  in  Ireland.  To  fee 
a  dozen  fcoundrels  with  their  hats  on,  and  the 
Duke  complimenting  with  his  off,  was  a"  good 
fight  enough.  I  fat  this  evening  with  Sir  Wil- 
liam Robinfon,  who  has  mighty  often  invited  me 
to  a  bottle  of  wine  ;  and  it  is  pafl  twelve. 

16.  This  day  being  fafl-day,  Dr  Friend  and  I 
wcu:  into  the  city  to  dine  late,  like  good  fafrers. 
My  printer  and  bookfcller  want  me  to  hock  in 
another  employment  for  them  in  the  Tower,  be- 
caufe  it  was  enjoyed  before  by  a  flationer,  altho* ' 
it  be  to  ferve  the  Ordnance  with  oil,  tallow,  &c. 
and   is    worth  four   hundred  pounds  per  annum 
more :  I  will  try  what   I  can  do.     They  are  re- 
folved  to  nlk  feveral  other  employments  of  the 
fame  nature  to  other  offices  ;    and  I  will  then 
greafe  fat  fows,  and  fee  whether  it  be  poffible  to 
f.ui^fy  them.     Why  am  not  I  a  ftationer  ?    The 
parliament  fits   to-momrw,    and    Walpool,   late 
fecretary  at  war,  is  to  be  fwinged  for  bribery  ; 
and   the   Queen  is  to  communicate  fomething  of 
great  importance  to  the  two  houfes,  at  leaft  they 
fay  fo.     But  I  muft  think  of  anfwering  your  let- 
ter in  a  day  or  two. 

17.  I  went  this  morning  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond,  about  fome  bufinefs  ;  and  he  told  me  he 
could  not  dine  with  us  to  day,  being  to  dine  with 
Prince  Eugene.     Thofe  of  our  fociety   of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  could  not  be  with  us,  the 

K  3  Hou£ 
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Houfe  fitting  late  on  Walpool.  I  lefr  them  at 
nine,  and  they  were  not  come.  We  kept  fome 
dinner  for  them.  I  hope  Walpool  will  be  fent 
to  the  Tower,  and  expelled  the  Houfe  :  But, 
this  afternoon,  the  members  I  fpoke  with  in  the 
Court  of  Requefts,  talked  dubioufly  about  it.  It 
will  be  a  leading  card  to  maul  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  for  the  fame  crime,  or  at  leaft  to 
ccnfure  him.  T.he  Queen's  meflage  was  only  to 
give  them  notice  of  the  peace  (lie  is  treating,  and 
to  defire  they  will  make  fome  law  to  prevent 
libels  againft  the  government ;  fo  farewell  to 
Grub-ftreet. 

1 8.  I  heard  to-day,  that  the  commoners  of  our 
fbciety  did  not  leave  the  parliament  till  eleven  at 
nightj  then  went  to  thofe  I  left,  and  ftay'd  till 
three  in  the  morning,  Walpool  is  expelled,  and 
fent  to  the 'Tower.  I  was  this  morning  again 
with  Lord  Rivers,  and  have  made  him  give  the 
other  employment  to  my  printer  and  bookfeller  j 
'tis  worth  a  great  deal.  I  dined  with  my  friend 
Lewis  privately,  to  talk  over  affairs.  We  want 
to  have  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  out,  and  he  appre-^ 
tends  it  will  not  be  ;  but  I  hope  better.  They 
are  going  now  at  laft  to  change  the  commiffioners 
of  the  cuftoms  :  My  friend  Sir  Matthew  Dudley 
will  be  out,  and  three  more,  and  Prior  will  be  in. 
I  have  made  Ford  copy  out  a  fmall  pamphlet,  and 
fend  it  to  the  prefs,  that  I  rtnght  not  be  known 
for  author  ;  'tis  A  Letter  to  the  .October  Clubt  if 
ever  you  heard,  of  fuch  a  thing.— — -Methinks 

this 
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this  letter  goes  on  but  flowly  for  almoft  a  week  ; 
I  want  fome  little  converiation  with  MD,  and  to 
know  what  they  are  doing  juft  now.  I  am  lick 
of  politicks.  1  have  not  dined  with  Lord  Treafu- 
rer  thefe  three  weeks ;  he  chides  me,  but  I  don't 
care ;  I  don't. 

1 9.  I  dined  to-day  with  Lord  Treafurer  ;  this 
is  his  day  of  choice  company  ;  where  they  fome- 
times  admit  me,  but  pretend  to  grumble.  And 
to-day  they  met  on  "Ibme  extraordinary  buli- 
nels  ;  the  keeper,  fteward,  both  iecretaries,  Lord 
Rivers,  and  Lord  Anglefey.  I  left  them  at  leven, 
and  came  away,  and  have  been  writkig  to  the 
biihop  of  Ciogher.  I  forgot  to  know  where  to 
direct  to  him,  iince  Sir  George  St  George's  death  ; 
but  I  have  directed  to  the  lame  houfe  :  You  muft 
tell  me  better ;  for  the  letter  is  lent  by  the  bell- 
man. Don't  write  to  me  again  till  this  is  gone, 
I  charge  you  ;  for  I  won't  anfwer  two  letters  to- 
gether. The  Duke  of  Someriet  is  out,  and  was 
with  his  yellow  liveries  at  parliament  to-day. 
You  know  he  had  the  lame  with  the  Queen, 
when  he  was  mailer  of  the  horie :  We  hope 
the  Duchefs  will  follow,  or  that  he  will  take  her 
away  in  fpite.  Lord  Treafurer,  I  tiope,  has 
now  laved  his  head.  Has  the  Dean  received  my 
letter  ?  Afk  him  at  cards  to-night. 

20.  There  was  a  world  of  people  to-day  at 
Court,  to  fee  Prince  Eugene ;  but  all  bit,  for  he 
did  not  come.  I  faw  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet 
talking  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ;  fhe 

looked 
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looked  a  little  down,  but  was  extremely  courteous. 
The  Queen  has  the  gout,  but  is  not  in  muck 
pain.  Muft  I  fill  this  line  too  *  ?  Well  then,  fo 
let  it  be.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  has  a  mighty 
mind  to  come  into  our  fociety  j  (hall  we  let  him  ? 
I  fpoke  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  about  it,  and 
he  doubts  a  little  whether  to  let  him  in  or  no. 
They  fay  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  is  ndvifed  by 
his  friends,  to  let  his  wife  ftay  with  the  Queen  ; 
I  am  forry  for  it.  I  dined  with  the  fecretary  to- 
day, with  mixt  company  ;  I  don't  love  it.  Our 
fociety  does  not  meet  till  Friday,  becaufe  Thurf- 
day  will  be  a  bufy  day  in  the  Houfe  cf  Com- 
mons j  for  then  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's 
bribery  is  to  be  examined  into,  about  the  penfioa 
pay'd  him  by  thofe  that  furnifhed  bread  to  the 
army. 

21.  I  have  been  five  times  with  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  about  a  perfedt  trifle,  and  he  forgets  it : 
I  ufed  him  like  a  dog  this  morning  for  it.  I  was 
alked  to-day,  by  feveral  in  the  court  of  requefts, 
Whether  it  was  true  that  the  author  of  the  Exa- 
miner -|-  was  taken  up,  in  an  aclion  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ? 
I  dined  in  the  city,  where  my  printer  (hewed  me 
a  pamphlet,  called,  Ad-vice  to  the  OElobcr  Club, 

which 

*  It  is  the  lad  of  the  page,  and  written  clofe  to  the  edge  of 
the  page. 

•f  Upon  the  loth  and  17th  of  this  month,  the  Examiner 
was  very  fevere  upon  the  Duke  of  Mnrlborough  ;  and  in  c  mfe- 
quence  of  this  report,  purfued  him  with  greater  vjrulence  in  the 
following  courfe  of  his  papers.  But  Swift  was  not  the  writer, 
of  the  Examiner  at  thac  period, 
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which  he  faid  was  ient  him  by  an  unknown  hand. 
I  commended  it  mightily;  he  never  iulpe&ed  me; 
'tis  a  twopenny  pamphlet.  1  came  home,  and 
got  timely  to  bed  ;  but  about  eleven,  one  of  the 
fecretary's  fervants  came  to  me,  to  let  me  know- 
that  Lord  Treafurer  would  immediately  fpeak  with 
me,  at  Lord  Maiham's,  upon  earneft  buiinefs;  and 
that  if  I  was  a-bed,  I.fhould  rife  and  .come.  I 
did  fo  ;  Lord  Treafurer  was  above  with  the 
Queen  ;  and  when  he  came  down,  he  laughed, 
and  faid  it  was  not  he  that  fcnt  for  me  :  The  bu- 
finefs  was  of  no  great  importance,  only  to  give 
me  a  paper,  which  might  have  been  done  to- 
morrow. I  ftay'd  with  them  till  paft  one,  and 
then  got  to  bed  again.  Fize  take  their  frolics  ! 
I  thought  to  have  anfwered  your  letter. 

22.  Doctor  Gaftrel  was  to  fee  me  this  morn- 
ing ;  he  is  an  eminent  divine,  one  of  the  canons 
of  Chrift-church,  and  one  I  love  very  well :  He 
faid,  He  was  glad  to  find  I  was  not  with  James 
Broad.  I  aiked,  what  he  meant  ?  Why,  fays  he, 
have  you  not  feen  the  Grub-ftreet  paper,  that 
fays  Dr  Swift  was  taken  up  as  the  author  of  the 
Examiner,  on  an  aciion  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  and  was  now  at  James  Broad's  (who,  I 
fuppofe,  is  fome  bailiff)  ?  I  knew  nothing  of  this ; 
but  at  the  court  of  requefts,  twenty  people  told 
me  they  heard  I  had  been  taken  up.  Lord  Lanf- 
down  obierved  to  the  fecretary  and  me,  that  the 
V\Thigs  fpread  three  lies  yefterday  *  ;  that,  about 

me; 

*  Thefe  lies  are  all  particularly  mentioned  by  the  Examiner, 
N.  10,  dated  Feb.  7.  1711-12. 
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me  j  and  another,  that  Macartney,  who  was 
turned  out  Lift  Summer,  is  again  reftored  to  his 
places  in  the  army ;  and  the  third,  that  Jack 
Hill's  commiffion  for  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
is  ftopt,  and  that  Cadogan  is  to  continue.  Lanf- 
dowQ  thinks  they  have  fome  cleflgn  by  thefe  re- 
ports ;  I  cannot  guefs  it.  Did  I  tell  you  that 
Sacheverell  has  defired  mightily  to  come  and  fee 
me  ?  but  I  have  put  it  off:  He  has  heard  that  I 
have  fpoken  to  the  fecretary  in  behalf  of  a  bro- 
ther whom  he  maintains,  and  who  deflres  an  em- 
ployment. T'other  day,  at  the  court  of  requefts, 
LV  Yalden  faluted  me  by  name  \  Sacheverell,  who 
was  juft  by,  came  up  to  me,  and  made  me  many 
acknowledgements  and  compliments.  Laft  night 
I  deiired  Lord  Treafurer  to  do  fomething  for 
that  brother  of  Sacheverell's  :  He  faid  he  never 
knew  he  had  a  brother ;  but  thanked  me  for  tell- 
ing him,  and  immediately  put  his  name  in  his 
table-book.  I  will  let  Sacheverell  know  this,  that 
he  may  take  his  meafvares  accordingly  ;  but  he 
fhall  be  none  of  my  acquaintance.  I  dined  to- 
day privately  with  the  fecretary,  left  him  at  fix, 
paid  a  vifit  or  two,  and  came  home. 

23.  I  dined  again  to-day  with  the  fecretary  ; 
but  could  not  difpatch  fome  builnefs  I  had  with 
him,  he  has  fo  much  befides  upon  his  hands  at 
this  jun£hire  ;  and  preparing  againft  the  great 
bu(inefs  to-morrow,  which  we  are  all  lop  full  of. 
The  miniftcr's  defign  is.  that  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough  fliall  be  cenfured  as  gently  as  poflible, 

provided 
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provided  his  friends  will  not  make  head  to  de- 
fend him ;  but  if  they  do,  it  mar  end  in  fome 
fcverer  votes.  A  Gentleman  who  was  juft  now 
with  him,  tells  me  he  is  much  caft  down,  and 
fallen  away  ;  bat  he  is  pofitfre,  if  he  has  but  ten 
friends  in  the  houie,  that  they  (hall  defend  him 
to  the  Htmoft,  and  endeavour  to  prevent  the  leaft 
cenfare  upon  him  ;  which  I  think  cannot  be, 
fince  the  bribery  is  manifeft :  Sir  Solomon  Me- 
dina paid  him  fix  thousand  pcunds  a-year,  to  hare 
the  employment  of  providing  bread  for  the  army, 
and  the  Duke  owns  it  in  his  letter  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  accounts.  I  was  to-night  at  Lord 
Malham's  ;  Lord  Dupplin  took  out  my  new  little 
pamphlet,  and  the  fecretary  read  a  great  deal  of  it 
to  Lord  Treafurer ;  they  all  commended  it  to  the 
fries,  and  Co  did  I,  and  they  began  a  health  to 
the  author.  But  I  doubt  Lord  Treafarer  fut 
petted  :  For  he  faid,  This  is  Dr  Davenanr's  ftyle ; 
which  is  his  cant  when  he  {bfpe&s  me.  Bat  I 
carried  the  matter  very  well.  Lord  Treafbrer 
put  the  pamphlet  in  his  pocket,  to  read  at  home. 
Fli  anlwer  your  letter  to-morrow. 

24.  The  fecretary  made  me  promife  to  dine 
with  him  to-day,  after  the  parliament  was  up  ;  I 
faid  I  would  come  ;  but  I  dined  at  my  ufual  time, 
knowing  the  Houfe  would  fit  late  on  this  great 
afiair.  I  dined  at  a  tavern  with  Mr  Domville, 
and  another  gentleman ;  I  have  not  done  fb  be- 
fore thefe  many  months.  At  ten  this  evening, 
I  went  to  the  fecretary,  but  he  was  not  come 

home  j 
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home  ;  I  fat  with  his  lady  till  twelve,  then  came 
away ;  and  he  juft  came  as  I  was  gone,  and  he 
fent  to  my  lodgings,  but  I  would  not  go  back  ; 
and  fo  I  know  not  how  things  have  palled  ;  but 
hope  all  is  well ;  and  I  will  tell  you  to-morrow 
day.  It  is  late,  &c. 

25.  The  fecretary  fent  to  me  this  morning,  to 
know  whether  we  fhould  dine  together  ;  I  went 
to  him,  and  there  I  learnt,  that  the  queftion 
went  againft  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  by  a 
majority  of  a  hundred  ;  fo  the  miniftry  is  mighty 
well  fatisfied,  and  the  Duke  will  now  be  able  to 
do  no  hurt.  The  fecretary  and  I,  and  Lord 
Mafham,  &c.  dined  with  Lieutenant-General 
Withers,  who  is  juft  going  to  look  after  the 
army  in  Flanders :  The  fecretary  and  I  left  them 
a  little  after  feven,  and  I  am  come  home,  and  will 
now  anfwer  your  letter,  becaufe  this  goes  to- 
morrow :  Let  me  fee. — The  box  at  Chefter  ; 
oh  !  burn  that  box,  and  hang  that  Sterne  ;  I 
have  deiired  one  to  enquire  for  it,  who  went  to- 
wards Ireland  laft  Monday,  but  am  in  utter  def- 
pair  of  it. — No,  I  was  not  fplenetick  ;  you  fee 
what  plunges  the  Court  has  been  at  to  fet  all 
right  again.  And  that  Duchefs  is  not  out  yet, 
and  may  one  day  caufe  more  mifchief.  Somer- 
fet  ihews  all  about,  a  letter  from  the  Queen,  de- 
firing  him  to  let  his  wife  continue  with  her.  Is 
not  that  rare  !  I  find  Dingley  fmelt  a  rat ;  be- 
caufe the  Whigs  are  upifh  ;  but  if  ever  I  hear 
that  word  again,  I'll  uppifh  you.  I  am  glad  you 
i  got 
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got  your  rafp  fafe  and  found ;  does  Stella  like 
her  apron  ?  Your  critics  about  guarantees  ot 
fuccefiion  are  puppies  ;  dial's  an  anfwer  to  the 
objection.  The  anfwerers  here  made  the  fame 
objection,  but  it  is  wholly  wrong.  I  am  of  your 
opinion,  that  Lord  Maiiborough  is  ufed  too 
hardly  :  I  have  often  fcratched  out  paiTages  from 
papers  and  pamphlets  lent  me  before  they  were 
printed ;  becaufe  I  thought  them  too  fevere.  But 
he  is  certainly  a  vile  man,  and  has  no  fort  of  me- 
rit beiide  the  military.  The  Examiners  are  good 
for  little  :  I  would  fain  have  hindered  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  two  or  three  lad,  but  could  not.  I 
v/ill  either  bring  your  papers  over,  or  leave  them 
with  Tooke,  for  whofe  honefty  I  will  engage. 
And  I  think  it  is  belt,  not  to  venture  them  with, 
me  at  fea.  Stella  is  a  prophet,  by  foretelling  fo 
very  pofitively,  that  all  would  be  well.  Duke  of 
Ormoncl  fpeak  againft  peace  ?  No,  fimpleton : 
He  is  one  of  the  ftauncheft  we  have  for  the  rni- 
niltry.  Neither  trouble  yourfelf  about  the  prin- 
ter :  He  appeared  the  firft  day  of  term,  and  is 
to  appear  when  fummoned  again  ;  but  nothing 
elfe  will  corne  of  it.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  is  cool- 
ed fince  this  new  fettlement.  No ;  I  will  not 
fplit  my  journals  in  half;  I  will  write  but  once  a 
fortnight :  But  you  may  do  as  you  will ;  which 
is,  read  only  half  at  once,  and  t'  other  half  next 
week.  So  now  your  letter  is  anfwered.  (Pox  on 
thefe  blots  \)  What  niuft  I  fay  more  ?  I  will  fet 
cut  in  March,  if  there  be  a  fit  of  fine  weather  ; 
VOL.  XIV.  L  'unlefs 
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tmtefs  the  miniftry  de/ire  me  to  ftay  till  the  end 
of  the  feflion,  which  may  be  a  month  longer  : 
But  I  believe  they  will  not;  for  I  fuppofe  the 
peace  will  be  made,  and  they  will  have  no  fur- 
ther fervice  for  me.  I  muft  make  my  canal  fine 
this  Summer,  as  fine  as  I  can.  I  am  afraid  I 
fhall  fee  great  neglects  among  my  quickfets.  I 
hope  the  cherry-trees  on  the  rivef-walk,  are  fine 
things  now.  But  no  more  of  this. 

26.  I  forgot  to  finifh  this  letter  this  morning, 
and  am  come  home  fo  late  I  muft  give  it  to  the 
bell-man  >  but  I  would  have  it  go  to-night,  left 
you  fhould  think  there  is  any  thing  in  the  ftory 
of  my  being  arrefted  in  an  action  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  by  Lord  Marlborough,  which 
I  hear  is  in  Dyer's  letter,  and  confequently,  I 
fuppofe,  gone  to  Ireland.  Farewell,  deareft  MD, 
&c.  &c.  " 


LETTER      LXXVII. 

London^   Jan.  26,  1711-12. 

I  HAVE  no  gilt  paper  left  of  this  fize,  fo  you 
muft  be  content  with  plain.  Our  fociety 
dined  together  to-day  •,  for  it  was  put  off,  as  I 
told  you,  upon  Lord  Marlborough's  buiinefs  on 
Thurfday.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  dined  with 
us  to-day,  the  firft  time  :  We  were  thirteen  at 
table  ;  and  Lord  Lanfdown  came  in  after  dinner, 
fo  that  we  wanted  but  three.  The  fecretary  pro* 

pofed 
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pofcd  Ac  Duke  of  Beaufort,  who  <3cfircs  to*be 
one  of  our  Ibciety ;  but  I  txopt  k,  betuulc  die 
Duke  of  Onnond  doubts  a  iktk  about  it,  and 
be  was  gone  before  k  was  propofed.  I  left 
them  at  ieven,  and  fat  this  evening  with  poor 
Mrs  WcOey,  who  has  been  mighty  ill  to-day 
with  a  feinting  fit:  She  has  often  comnlnans 
too  ;  fhe  ukes  a  mixture  wkh  afia  foetida,  waicb 
1  hare  now  in  my  note  ;  and  every  thing  IsneT ; 
of  k.  I  never  fmdt  it  before,  'tis  abomlnabl  . 
We  have  eight  pacqucts,  they  fay,  due  £rom 
Ireland. 

37.  1  could  not  lee  Prince  Eugene  at  Court 
to-day,  the  crowd  was  fo  great.  The  Whigs 
contrive  to  have  a  crowd  always  about  him,  and 
employ  the  raSSce  to  give  the  word,  when  he 
lets  out  from  any  place.  When  the  Ducheis  of 
Hanulion  came  from  the  Queen  after  church, 
Jhe  whifpered  me  that  ihe  was  go'mg  to  pay 
me  a  vifit:  I  went  to  Lady  Ogle  thorp's,  the 
place  appointed;  for  ladies  always  Tiat  me  in 
third  places,  and  fhe  kept  me  tifl  near  four:  She 
talks  too  much,  is  a  plaguy  detra&or,  and  I  be- 
Ikrve  I  Ihafi  not  much  like  her.  I  was  engaged  to 
dine  with  Lord  Mafham  ;  they  ftaid  as  long  as 
they  could,  yet  had  almoft  dined,  and  were  go- 
ing in  anger  to  pull  down  the  bra&  peg  for  my 
hat,  but  Lady  Mafham  faved  k.  At  eight  I  went 
again  to  Lord  MaihaaiV;  Lord  Treasurer  k 
generally  there  *t  night:  We  fat  up  nil  ahnoft 
two.  Lord  Treafurer  has  engaged  me  to  con- 
L  2  -....  : 
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trive  fome  way  to  keep  the  archbifhop  of  York 
from  being  feduced  by  Lord  Nottingham.  I 
will  do  what  I  can  in  it  to-morrow.  'Tis  very 
late,  fo  I  muft  go  fleep. 

28.  Poor  Mrs  Manley,  the  author,  is  veiy  ill 
of  a  dropfy  and  fore  leg  ;  the  printer  tells  me, 
he  is  afraid  flic  cannot  live  long.  I  am  heartily 
forry  for  her  j  fhe  has  very  generous  principles 
for  one  of  her  fort,  and  a  great  deal  of  good 
fenfe  and  invention  :  She  is  about  forty,  very 
homely,  and  very  fat.  Mrs  Van  made  me  dine 
with  her  to-day.  I  was  this  morning  with  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  prolocutor,  about 
what  Lord  Treafurer  fpoke  to  me  yefterday  ;  I 
know  not  what  will  be  the  ifiue.  There  is  but 
a  flender- majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  and 
we  want  more.  We  are  fadry  mortified  at  the 
news  of  the  French  taking  the  town  in  Brafil, 
from  the  Portuguefe.  The  fixth  edition  of  three 
thoufand  of  the  ConduR  of  the  Allies  is  fold, 
and  the  printer  talks  of  a  feventh  :  Eleven  thou- 
iimd  of  them  have  been  fold  ;  which  is  a  moft 
prodigious  run.  The  little  twopenny  Letter  of 
Advict  to  the  October  Cltiby  does  not  fell  ;  I  know 
not  the  reafon  ;  for  it  is  finely  written,  I  aflurc 
you  ;  and,  like  a  true  author,  I  grow  fond  of  it, 
becaufe  it  does  not  fell :  You  know  that  is  ufual 
to  writers,  to  condemn  the  judgment  of  the 
world  :  If  I  had  hinted  it  to  be  mine,  every  body 
would  have  bought  it ;  but  it  is  a  great  fecret. 

29.  I 
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29.  I  borrowed  one  or  two  idle  books  of 
Contes  de  Fees  *,  and  have  been  reading  them 
thefe  two  days,  although  I  have  much  buunef* 
on  my  hands.     I  loitered  till  one  at  home  ;  then 
went  to  Mr  Lewis  at  his  office :  And  the 
chamberlain  told  me,   that   Lady  Ryalton   had 
yefterday  refigned  her  employment  of  Lady  of  the 
bed-chamber ;  and  that  Lady  Jane  Hyde,  Lord 
Rocheftcr*s  daughter,  a  mighty  pretty  girl,  is  to 
focceed:   He   fiid   too,    that   Lady  Sunder  an  J 
would   refign  in  a  day  or  two.     I  dined   with 
Lewis,  and  then  went  to  fee  Mrs  Wefley,  who 
is  better  to-day.     But  yon  muit  know,  that  Mr 
Lewis  gave  me  two  Letters,  one  from  the  biihop 
of  Cloyne,  with  an  inclofed  from  Lord  Inche- 
qnin   to   Lord  Treafurer ;  which  he  defires   I 
would  deliver  and  recommend.     I  am  told,  that 
Lord  was  much  in  with  Lord  Wharton,  and  I 
remember  he  was  to  have  been  one  of  the  Lords 
Juftices,  by  his  recommendation  ;  yet  the  biihop 
recommends  him  as  a  great  friend  to  the  church, 
&c.  Ill  do  what  I  think  proper.     Tether  letter 
was  from  Btde  fancy  MD,  N.  26.     O  Lord ! 
aever  fa  w  the  like ;  under  a  cover  too,  and  by 
way  of  journal !  We  fhafl  never  have  done.    Sir- 
rahs  !  how  durit  you  write  fb  fbcn,  urrahs  ?  I 
won't  anfwer  it  yet. 

30.  I  was  this  morning  with  the  fecretary,  who 
was  fick,  and  out  of  humour :  He  would  needs 
drink  Champagne  fome  days  ago,  on  purpofe  to 

L  3  fplte 
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fpite  me,  becaufe  I  advifed  him  againft  it,  and 
now  he  pays  for  it :  Stella  ufed  to  do  fuch  tricks 
formerly  ;  he  put  me  in  mind  of  her.  Lady 
Sunderland  has  refigned  her  place  too.  It  is 
Lady  Catharine  Hyde  that  fucceeds  Lady  Ryalton, 
and  not  Lady  Jane.  Lady  Catharine  is  the  late 
Earl  of  Rochefter's  daughter.  I  dined  with  the 
fecretary,  then  vifited  his  lady;  and  fat  this  evening 
with  Lady  Mafham:  The  fecretary  came  to  us ;  but 
Lord  Treafurer  did  not ;  he  dined  with  the  mafter 
of  the  rolls,  and  ftaid  late  with  him.  Our  fociety 
does  not  meet  till  to-morrow  fe'nnight,  becaufe 
we  think  the  parliament  will  be  very  bufy  to* 
morrow  upon  the  ftate  of  the  war  ;  and  the  fe- 
cretary, who  is  to  treat  as  prefident,  muft  be  in 
the  Houfe.  I  fancy  my  talking  of  perfons  and 
things  here,  muft  be  very  tedious  to  you,  becaufe 
you  know  nothing  of  them  ;  and  I  talk  as  if  you 
did.  You  know  Kevin's-ftreet,  and  Werburgh- 
ftreet,  and  (what  do  you  call  the  ftreet  where 
Mrs  Walls  lives  ?)  and  Ingoldfby,  and  Higgins, 
and  Lord  Santry  ;  but  what  care  you  for  Lady 
Catharine  Hyde  ?  Why  do  you  fay  nothing  of 
your  health,  firrah  ?  I  hope  it  is  well. 

31.  Trimnelj  bifhop  of  Norwich,  who  was 
with  this  Lord  Sunderland  at  Moor- park  in  their 
travels,  preached  yeftcrday  before  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  ;  and  to-day  the  queftion  was  put,  to  thank 
him,  and  print  his  fermon  ;  but  paffrd  againft 
him  ;  for  it  was  a  terrible  Whig  fermon.  The 
bill  to  repeal  the  Aft  for  naturalizing  Proteftant 
foreigners,  pafTed  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to-day,  by 
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at  majority  of  twenty,  though  the  Scotch  Lords 
went  out,  and  would  rote  neither  way,  in  dif- 
concent  about  Duke  Hamilton's  patent,  if  you 
know  any  thing  of  k.  A  poem  is  come  out  to- 
day, inicribed  to  me,  by  way  of  a  flirt  ;  for  ft  is 
a  Whiggifh  poem,  and  good  tor  nothing.  They 
plagued  me  with  it  in  the  conn  of  requefts, 
I  dined  with  lord  Treafurer  at  five,  alone,  only 
with  one  Dutchman.  Prior  is  now  a  commi£- 
fioner  of  the  caftoms.  I  told  jon  fo  before,  I 
fuppofe.  When  I  came  home  to-night,  I  found 
a  letter  from  Dr  Sachevereil  *,  thanking  me  for 
recommending  his  brother  to  Lord  Treafurer 
and  Mr  Secretary,  for  a  place.  Lord  Treaiurer 
lent  to  him  about  it  :  So  good  a  foiicitor  was  I, 
although  I  once  hardly  thought  I  would  be  a 
fblkitor  for  SachevereO. 

Feb.  i.  Has  not  your  Dean  of  St  Patrick's 
received  my  letter  ?  Yen  fay  nothing  of  it,  alrho' 
I  writ  above  a  month  ago.  My  printer  has  got 
the  gout,  and  I  was  forced  to  go  to  him  to-day, 
and  there  I  dined.  It  was  a  moft  delicious  day  ; 
why  don't  yon  obferve  whether  the  fame  days  be 
fine  with  yon  ?  To-night,  at  fix,  Dr  Atterbury 
and  Prior,'  and  land  Dr  Friend,  met  at  Dr  Ro- 
bert Friend's  houfc  at  Wefimmfter,  who  is  ma- 
iler of  the  fchool:  There  we  fat  tffl  one,  and 
were  good  enough  company.  I  here  take  leave 
to  tell  Polrtkk  Dingley,  that  the  pa£age  in  fix 
,  is  fo  far  from  bang  blame- 


Tfe  letter  is  to  be  fend  m  the  btc  Golkaaiofcf  Dodfcr, 


128          D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

able,  that  the  fecretary  defigns  to  infift  upon  it 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  the  treaty  of 
Barrier  is  debated  there,  as  it  now  fhortly  will, 
for  they  have  ordered  it  to  be  laid  before  them. 
The  pamphlet  of  Advice  to  the  Oftober  Club,  be- 
gins now  to  fell ;  but  I  believe  its  fame  will  hard- 
ly reach  Ireland  :  'Tis  finely  written,  I  aflure 
you.  I  long  to  anfwer  your  letter ;  but  won't 
yet ;  you  know  'tis  late,  &c. 

2.  This  day  ends  Chriftmas  ;  and  what  care  I  ? 
I  have  neither  feen,  nor  felt,  nor  heard  any 
Chriftmas  this  year.  I  patted  a  lazy  dull  day  :  I 
was  this  morning  with  Lord  Treafurer,  to  get 
fome  papers  from  him,  which  he  will  remember 
as  much  as  a  cat,  although  it  be  his  own  buiinefs. 
It  threatened  rain,  but  did  not  much ;  and  Prior 
and  I  walked  an  hour  in  the  Park,  which  quite  put 
me  out  of  my  meafures.  I  dined  with  a  friend  hard 
by  5  and  in  the  evening  fat  with  Lord  Mafham  till 
twelve.  Lord  Treafurer  did  not  come ;  this  is  an 
idle  dining  day  ufually  with  him.  We  want  to 
hear  from  Holland,  how  our  peace  goes  on  ;  for 
we  are  afraid  of  thofe  fcoundrels  the  Dutch,  left 
they  mould  play  us  tricks.  Lord  Marr,  a  Scotch 
Earl,  was  with  us  at  Lord  Ma  (ham's  ;  I  was  ar- 
guing with  him  about  the  flubbornncfs  and  folly 
of  his  countrymen  ;  they  are  fo  angry  about  the 
affair  of  Duke  Hamilton,  whom  the  Queen  has 
made  a  Duke  of  England,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  will  not  admit  him :  He  fwears  he  would 
vote  for  us,  but  dare  not  j  becaufe  all  Scotland 

would 
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•would  deleft  him  if  he  did  ;  he  fliould  never  be 
choien  again,  nor  be  able  to  live  there. 

3.  I  was  at  Court  to-day,  to  look  for  a  dinner; 
but  did  not  like  any  that  were  offered  me  ;  and 
I  dined  with  Lord  Mountjoy.     'I~he  Queen  has 
the  gout  in  her  knee,  and  was  not  at  chapel.     I 
hear  we  have  a  Dutch  mail  ;  but  I  know  not 
what  news,  although  I  was  with  the  Secretary 
this  morning.     He  fliewed  me  a  letter  from  the 
Hanover  envoy,  Mr  Bothmar,  complaining  that 
the  Barrier  treaty  is  laid  before  the  Houie  of 
Commons  :  And  defiring,  that  no  infringement 
may  be  made  in  the  guarantee  of  the  fucceffion  ; 
but  the  fecretary  has  written  him  a  peppering 
anfwer.     I  fancy  you  underitand  all  this,  and 
are  able   ftates-girls,    fince  you   have  read  the 
ConduS  of  the  Attits.  We  are  ail  preparing  againft 
the  birth-day,  I  think  it  is  Wednefday  next.     If 
the  Queen's  gout  encreafes,  it  will  fpoil  fport. 
Prince  Eugene  has  two  fine  lints  made  againft  it ; 
and  the  Queen  is  to  give  him  a  fword  worth  four 
thoufand  pounds,  the  diamonds  iet  transparent. 

4.  I  was  this  morning  foliciting  at  the  Houie 
of  Commons  dooi-  for  Mr  Veiey,  a  fon  of  the 
archbifliop  of  Tuam,  who  has  petitioned  for  a 
Bill  to  relieve  him  in  fome  difficulty  about  his 
eftate ;  I  fecured   him  about  fifty   members.     I 
dined  with  Lady  Mafham.     We  have  no  pacquet 
from  Holland,  as  I  was  told  yefterday  9  and  this 
wind  will  hinder  many  people  from  appearing  at 
the  birth-day,  who  ezpe&ed  deaths  from  Hot- 
land* 
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land.  I  appointed  to  meet  a  gentleman  at  the 
fecretary's  to-night,  and  they  both  failed.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  have  this  day  made  many 
fevere  votes,  about  our  being  abufed  by  our  allies. 
Thofe,  who  fpoke,  drew  all  their  arguments 
from  my  book,  and  their  votes  confirm  all  I 
writ ;  the  Court  had  a  majority  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  :  All  agree,  that  it  was  my  book  that 
fpirited  them  to  thefe  refolutiohs  ;  I  long  to  fee 
them  in  print.  My  head  has  not  been  as  well 
as  I  could  wifh  it  for  fome  days  paft  ;  but  I  have 
not  had  any  giddy  fit,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  over. 

5.  The  fccretary  turned  me  out  of  his  room 
this  morning,  and  {hewed  me  fifty  guineas  rolled 
up,  which  he  was  going  to  give  to  fome  French 
fpy.     1  dined  with  four  Irilhmen  at  a  tavern  to- 
day ;  I  thought  I  had  refolved  againft  it  before, 
but  1  broke  it.     I  played  at  cards  this  evening  at 
Lady  Mamam's,  but  I  only  played  for  her  while 
fhe  was    writing  ;  and  I  won  her  a  pool,  and 
fupt  there.     Lord  Treafurer  was  with  us,  but 
went  away  before  twelve.    The  Ladies  and  Lords 
have  all  their  cloaths  ready  againft  to-morrow : 
I  faw  feveral  mighty  fine,  and  I  hope   there  will 
be  a  great  appearance,  in  fpite  of  that  fpiteful 
French  fafhion  of  the  "Whiggifh  Ladies,  not  to 
come,  which  they  have  all  refolved  to  a  woman ; 
and  I  hope  it  will  more  fpirit  the  Queen  againft 
them  for  ever. 

6.  I  went  to  dine  at  Lord  Mafham's  at  three, 
and  met  all   the   company  juft  coming  out  of 

Court ; 
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Court ;  a  mighty  crowd  ;    they  fiaid  long  for 
their  coaches:  I  had  an  opportunity '  of  feeing 
ieveral  Lords  and  Ladies  of  my  acquaintance,  in 
then*  fineries.     Lady  Afhbnrnham  looked  the 
heft  in  my  eyes.     They  fay,  the  Court  was  never 
fuller,  nor  finer.  Lord  Treafurer,  his  Lady,  and 
two  daughters,  and  Mrs   HOI,  dined  wkh  Lord 
and  Lady  Maiham  ;  the  five  Ladies  were  mon- 
ftrous  fine.      The  Qnecn  gave  Prince  Eugene 
the  diamond,  fword  to-day  ;  but  nobody  was  by 
when  ihe  gave  it,  except  my  Lord  Chamberlain. 
There  was  an  entertainment  of  Opera  fongs  at 
night,  and  the  Queen  was  at  all  the  entertain- 
ment,  and  is  very  well  after  it.      I  faw   Lady 
Wharton,  as  ugly  as  the  devil,  coming  out  in 
the  crowd,  all  in  an  undrefs  ;  fhe  had  been  with 
the    Marlborough  daughters  and   Lady   Bridg- 
water  in  St  James's,  locking  out  of  the  window, 
all  undrcned,  to  fee  the  fight.     I  do  not  hear 
that  one  Whig  Lady  was  there,  except  thofe  of 
the  bed-chamber.     Nothing  has  made  fo  great 
a  nolle  as  one   Kelfbn's  chariot,  that  coft  nine 
hundred   and  thirty  pounds,  the  fincft  was  ever 
feen.     The  rabble  huzza'd  him,  as  much  as  they 
did  Prince  Eugene.    This  is  birth-day  chat. 

7.  Our  fociety  met  to-day,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  was  not  with  us  ;  we  have  lefiened  our 
dinners,  which  were  grown  fo  extravagant,  that 
Lord Trcafurer,  and  everybody  elfe,  cried  fhame. 
I  left  them  at  feven,  rioted  for  an  hour,  and 
then  came  home,  like  a  good  boy.  The  Queen 
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is  much  better  after  yefterday's  exercife  :  Her 
friends  wifli  fhe  would  ufe  a  little  more.  I  op- 
pofed  Lord  Jerfey's  election  into  our  fociety, 
and^he  is  refufed ;  I  likewife  oppofed  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  but  I  believe  he  will  be  chofen  in 
fpite  of  me:  I  don't  much  care  ;  I  ihall  not  be 
with  them  above  two  months  ;  for  I  refolve  to 
fet  out  for  Ireland  the  beginning  of  April  next, 
(before  I  treat  them  again),  and  fee  my  willows. 

8.  I  dined  to-day  in  the  city ;  this  morning  a 
fcoundrel  dog,  one  of  the  Queen's  mufick,  a 
German,  whom  I  had  never  feen,  got  accefs  to 
me  in  my  chamber  by  Patrick's  folly,  and  grave- 
ly defired  me  to  get  an  employment  in  the  Cu- 
floms  for  a  friend  of  his,  who  would  be  very 
grateful  ;  and  likewife  to  forward  a  project  of 
his  own,  for  railing  ten  thoufand  pounds  a-year 
upon  Operas :  I  ufed  him  civiller  than  he  de- 
ferved  ;  but  it  vexed  me  to  the  pluck.  He  was 
told,  I  had  a  mighty  intereft  with  Lord  Trea- 

furer,    and  one  word  of  mine,    &c. Well ; 

I  got  home  early  on  purpofe  to  anfwer  MD's 

letter,  N.  26 ;    for  this  goes  to-morrow 

Well ;  I  never  faw  fuch  a  letter  in  all  my  life ; 
fo  faucy,  fo  journalilh,  fo  fanguine,  fo  pretend- 
ing, fo  every  thing 1  fatisficd  all  your 

fears  in  my  laft  :  All  is  gone  well,  as  you  fay. 
Yet  you  are  an  impudent  flut  to  be  fo  pofitive  ; 
you  will  fwagger  fo  upon  your  f.igacity,  that  we 
(hall  never  have  done.  Pray  don't  miflay  your 
reply  j  I  would  certainly  print  it,  if  I  had  it 
i  here : 
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tere  :  How  long  is  it  ?  I  fuppofe  half  a  fheet : 
Was  the  anfwer  written  in  Ireland  ?  Yes,  yes, 
you  (hall  have  a  letter  when  you  come  from  Ba- 
ligall.  I  need  not  tell  you  again,  who^s  out  and 
who's  in  :  We  can  never  get  out  the  Duchefs  of 

Somerlet. So,    they  (ay    Prefto   writ   the 

.  :.  do  they  like  it?  I  don't  care  whe- 
ther they  do  or  no  ;  but  the  Refolutions,  prin- 
ted t*  other  day  in  the  Votes,  are  altnoft  quo- 
tations  from  it ;  and  would  never  have  pafled, 
if  that  book  had  not  been  written.     I  will  not 
meddle  with  the  Spectator,  let  him  fair  fex  it  to 
the   world's  end.      My  diforder  is    over,    but 
Wood  was  not  from  the  p — les. — Well,  Madam 
Dingley,  the  froft :  Why,  we  had  a  great  froft, 
but  I  forget  how  long  ago;  it  lafted  above  a 
week  or  ten  days  :  I  believe  about  fix  weeks  ago  ; 
but  it  did  not  break  fo  foon  with  us  I  think  as 
December  2oth ;  yet  I  think  it  was  about  that 
time,   on  fecond  thoughts.     MD   can  have  no 
letter  from   Prefto,  fays  you  ;  and  yet  four  days 
before,  you  own  you  had  my  thirty-feventh,  un- 
reafonable  fluts  !    The  bifhop  of  Gloucefter  is 
not  dead,  and  I  am  as  likely  to  fucceed  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,   as  him,   if  he  were  ;    there's 
enough  for  that  now.     It  is  not  unlikely  that 
the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  will  be  your  gover- 
nour ;  at  leaft  I  believe  the  Duke   of  Onnond 

wfll  not  return. Well,    Stella,  again  :  Why, 

really,  three  editions  of  the  Ccndufi,  &c.  is  very 

much  for  Ireland  j  it  is  a  fign  you  have  fome 

VOL.  XIV.  M  honeft 
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honeft  among  you. Well  ;  I  will  do  Mr 

Manlcy  all  the  fervice  I  can  :  But  he  will  ruin 
himfelf.  What  bufinefs  had  he  to  engage  at  all 
about  the  city  ?  Can't  he  wiih  his  caufe  well, 
and  be  quiet,  when  he  finds  that  ftirring  will  do 
it  no  good,  and  himfelf  a  great  deal  of  hurt  ?  I 
cannot  imagine  who  fhould  open  my  letter  ;  it 
muft  be  done  at  your  fide. — If  I  htnr  of  any 
thoughts  of  turning  out  Manley,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  prevent  it.  I  have  already  had  all  the 
gentlemen  of  Ireland  here  upon  my  back,  often, 
for  defending  him.  So  now  I  have  aniwcred  your 
iaucy  letter.  My  humble  fervice  to  goody  Stoyte, 
and  Catharine  ;  I  will  come  foon  for  my  dinner. 
9.  Morning.  My  cold  goes  off  at  Jaft  ;  but 
1  think  I  have  got  a  fmall  new  one.  I  have  no 
news  iince  laft.  They  fay,  we  hear  by  way  of 
Calais,  that  peace  is  very  near  concluding.  I 
hope  it  may  be  true.  I'll  go  and  feal  up  my  let- 
ter, and  give  it  mylelf  to-night  into  the  poft- 
office  •,  and  fo  I  bid  my  deareft  MD  farewell  till 
to-night.  I  heartily  wifh  myfelf  with  them,  as 
hope  laved.  My  willows,  and  quickfets,  and  trees, 
will  be  finely  improved,  I  hope,  this  year.  It 
has  been  fine  hard  frofty  weather  yefterday  and 
to-day.  Farewell,  Sec.  &c.  &c.* 

LET- 


dene?. 


*  N.  B.  In  the  late  Colleftion  of  Swift's  Correfponde  . 
pubHfced  by  Dodfley  and  others,  the  courfe  of  tliefc  Journals 
is  continued  from  this  prefent  date,  Feb.  9,  i;n-is,  until  the 
Summer  of  the  year  1713,  when  the  Doctor  was  made  Dean  of 
St  Patrick's,  Dublin.  The  firft  of  thefe  journals,  in  that  Collec- 
tion, is  the  fifty-eighth  Letter. 
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LETTER      LXXT> 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  DulF.n>  Sept.  16.  171=. 

I  RECEIVED  your's,  by  the  Lift  pacquets,  of 
September  the  pth  ;  and  becaufe  you  have 
:  the  two  bifhops,  I  fend  you,  with  this, 
the  papers  rehtiaj  to  the  firft-fruits,  and  twen- 
tieth parts.  I  fend  them  in  two  bundles,  being 
too  big  for  one  letter.  The  bifhops,  fo  far  as  I 
can  Itarn  from  the  bilhop  of  Ofibry,  have  not 
made  any  itep  fince  I  left  London.  I  will  endea- 
vour to  get  you  a  letter  from  the  bifhops;  to  foli- 
cit  that  airair.  In  the  mean  time,  open  rhe  -let- 
ter to  the  two  bifhops,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  oc- 
cauon  £hall  ferve.  The  fcaeme  I  had  laid  for 
them,  is  croiTed  by  my  Lord  Treafurer's  *  being 
out ;  tho',  perhaps,  that  would  not  have  done  ; 
but  her  Majcily's  promife  I  depend  on,  and  1  had 
engaged  the  Archbiihop  of  York  in  it.  When 
he  comes  to  London,  I  will  give  you  a  letter  to 
him.  I  can  likewife  find  means,  I  believe,  to 
poiTefs  my  Lord  Shrewfbury  and  Mr  Harley  with 
the  reafonablenefs  of  the  affair.  I  am  not  courtier 
enough  to  know  the  propernefs  of  the  thing  ; 
but  I  had  once  an  imagination  to  attempt  her 
Majefty  herfelf  by  a  letter,  modeftly  putting  her 
M  2  in 

»  «  The  Earl  of  Codolphiii  hid  reficn;d  hii  flan,   At-f.  f . 
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in  mind  of  the  matter  ;  and  no  time  fo  proper, 
as  when  there  is  no  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
which  perhaps  may  be  foon ;  but  this  needs  ad- 
vice. 

There  are  great  men  here,  as  much  out  of 
humour,  as  you  defcribe  your  great  viiitee  *  to 
have  been  ;  nor  does  the  good  news  from  Spain  f 
clear  them.  I  believe,  however,  they  are  glad 
at  it,  though  another  would  have  ierved  their 
occ.itlons  as  well. 

I  do  not  apprehend  any  other  fecret  in  all  this 
aff  i'r,  but  to  get  Whigs  out  of  all  places  of  profit 
an  1  trufr,  and  to  get  others  in  them.  As  for 
peace,  it  muft  be  on  no  other  terms  than  the  pre<- 
liminiries.  and  you'll  find  a  Tory  parliament  will 
give  money  as  freely,  and  be  as  eager  to  profe*- 
cute  the  war,  as  the  Whigs  were,  or  tiiey  are  not 
the  wife  men  I  take  them  to  be.  If  they  do  fo> 
and  take  care  to  have  the  money  well  difpofed  of 
when  given,  they  will  break  the  King  of  France's 
heart,  and  the  Whigs  together,  and  pleafe  the 
nation  :£.  There's  an  ugly  accident  that  happens 
here,  in  relation  to  our  twentieth-parts  and  firft- 
fruits  :  At  Midfummer  1709,  there  was  ready 

money 

*  <  Probably  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  who  was,  perhaps, 
much  vifited  by  his  friends  and  party,  after  the  resignation  of 
his  ftaffof  Lord  Treafurer.' 

f  «  Probably  of  ihc  battle  near  Saragoza,  i;i  wl.ieh  King 
Charles  of  Spain  gained  a  complete  victory,  over  his  competitor 
Kinsr  Philip,  on  the  loth  of  Auguft  1:10.' 

J  This  opinion  of  fo  great  arid  good  a  man  as  Dr  King,  dc- 
ferves  particular  attention. 
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tnoney  in  the  treafiiry,  and  good  folvent  debts  to 
the  Queen,  to  the  value  of  70,000!.  Now  I  am 
told,  by  the  llil  week's  abftraft,  there's  onljr 
2 23 L  in  the  treafury,  and  the  army  unpaid,  at 
leait  uncleared  for  a  year;  and  all  others,  ex- 
cept penfioners,  in  the  fame  condition.  Now  the 
great  motive  to  prevail  with  her  Majefty  to  give 
the  clergy  the  bounty  petitioned  for,  was  the  clear- 
nefs  of  the  revenue  here;  but  if  that  be  anticipat- 
ed, perhaps  it  may  make  an  objection.  I  will  add 
no  more,  but  lav  pravers  for  TOU.  I  am,  &c. 
'WILL.  DUBLI2C 


LETTER      LXXIX. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    STERNE. 

SIR,  Lsidvt,  Sfpf.  26.  1710. 

ONE  wonld  think  this  an  admirable  placr 
from  whence  to  ill  a  letter ;  yet  when  I 
come  to  examine  particulars,  I  find  they  either 
conGft  of  news,  which  you  hear  as  foon  by  thb 
:  papers,  or  ef  perlbns  and  things  to  which 
you  are  a  ftraager,  arid  are  the  wifer  and  happier 
for  being  fo.     Here  have  been  great  mea  every 
day  refigning  their  places  ^  a  refignation  as  fin- 
as  that  of  aa  nfurer  on  his  death-bed.  Here 
are   Ibme,  that   fear  being  whipt,  becaufe  they 
have  broken  their  rod  ;  and  fome  that  may  be- 
to  aa  account,  btcaufe  they  coaki  not  call 
M  3  on^ 
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one  up.  There  are  now  not  much  above  a  dozem 
great  employments  to  be  difpofed  of,  which, 
according  to  our  computation,  may  be  done  in 
as  many  days.  Patrick  *  aflures  me,  his  acquain- 
tance are  all  very  well  fatisfied  with  thefe  changes, 
which  I  take  for  no  ill  fymptom  ;  and  it  is  certain, 
the  Queen  has  never  appeared  fo  eafy,  or  fo 
chearful.  I  found  my  Lord  Godolphin  the  worft 
diflembier  of  any  of  them  that  I  have  talked  to  ; 
and  no  wonder,  fince  his  lois  and  danger  are 
greater,  befldes  the  addition  of  age  and  com- 
plexion. My  Lord  Lieutenant  f  is  gone  to  the 
country,  to  buftle  about  elections.  He  is  not 
yet  removed  ;  becaufe,  they  fay,  it  will  be  requi- 
fite  to  fuperfede  him  by  a  fuccefTor,  which  the 
Queen  has  not  fixed  on  ;  nor  is  it  agreed  whe- 
ther the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  or  Ormond  }  ftand 
faireft.  I  fpeak  only  for  this  morning,  becaufe 
reports  ufually  change  every  twenty-four  hours. 
Mean  time,  the  pamphlets  and  half-facets  grow 
fo  upon  our  hands,  it  well  very  well  employ  a 
man  every  day,  from  morning  till  night,  to  read 
them,  and  fo,  out  of  perfect  defpair,  I  never  read 
any  at  all.  The  Whigs,  like  an  army  beat  three 
quarters  out  of  the  field,  begin  to  ikirmifh,  but 
faintly  ;  and  deferters  daily  come  over.  We  are 
amazed  to  find  our  miitakes,  and  how  it  was 
poffible  to  fee  fo  much  merit  where  there  was 

none, 

*  Dr  Swift's  fcrvant.  f  "  F.arl  of  Wharton." 

i  The  Duke  of   Ormond  was  appointed   Lord  Lieutenant, 
O£ober  i6,  1710. 
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and  to  overlook  it  where  there  was  £> 
much.  When  a  great  mioiiter  has  loft  his  place, 
immediately  virtue,  honour,  and  wit,  fly  over  to 
his  fnccefibr,  with  the  other  enfigns  of  his  office. 
Since  I  left  off  writ  ng,  I  received  a  letter  from 
my  Lord  Archbifnop  of  Dublin,  or  rafiier  two 
litters  upon  theie  memorials.  I  think  immedi- 
ately to  begin  my  (bliciring,  though  they  are  not 
•very  perfect  ;  for  I  would  be  glad  to  know  whe- 
ther my  Lord  ArchbUhop  would  have  the  fame 
method  taken  here,  that  has  been  done  in  Eng- 
land, to  fettle  it  by  parliament :  But,  however, 
that  will  be  time  enough  thought  of  this  good 
v..— . 

I  malt  here  tell  you,  that  the  Dean  of  St  Pa- 
trick's  lives  better  than  any  man  of  quality  I 
know  ;  yet  this  day  I  dined  with  the  Comptrol- 
ler *,  who  tells  me,  he  drinks  the  Queen's  wine 
to-day.  1  faw  Collector  Sterne,  who  deured  me 
to  prefer*  his  fervice  to  you,  and  to  tell  you  h: 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  but  not  about 
buSnds;  by  which,  1  told  him,  1  guefed  he 
was  putting  you  off  about  ibmething  you  defired. 

I  would  much  rather  be  now  in  Ireland,  drink- 
ing your  good  wine,  and  looking  over,  while 
you  loft  a  crown  at  penny  ombre.  I  am  weary 
of  the  cirenes  of  great  men  out  of  place.  The 
comptroller  expects  every  day  the  Queen's  com- 
mands to  break  his  itaff.  He  is  the  laft  great 
honihold  officer  they  intend  to  turn  out.  My 

Lord 

*  Sir  Jooa  HoQmd,  But. 
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Lord  Lieutenant  is  yet  in,  becaufe  they  cannot 
agree  about  his  fucceflbr.  I  am  your  moft  obe- 
dient humble  fervant,  J.  S  W  I  F  T. 


LETTER      LXXX. 

COPY    OF    A    MEMORIAL    OF    DR    SWIFT   TO   MR 
HAHLEY,    ABOUT    THE    FIRST-FRUITS. 

October  7,  1710. 

IN  Ireland,  hardly  one  parifh  in  ten  hath  any 
glebe,  and  the  reft  very  fmall,  and  fcattered; 
except  a  very  few,  and  thefe  have  leldom  any 
houfes. 

There  are,  in  proportion,  more  impropriations 
in  Ireland  than  in  England,  which,  added  to 
the  poverty  o£  the  country,  make  the  livings 
of  very  fmall  and  uncertain  value  ;  fo  that  five  or 
fix  are  often  joined,  to  make  a  revenue  of  50!. 
per  annum:  But  thefe  have  feldom  above  .one 
church  in  repair,  the  reft  being  deftroyed  by 
frequent  wars,  &c. 

The  clergy,  for  want  of  glebes,,  are  forced,, 
in  their  own  or  neighbouring  parifh,  to  take 
farms  to  live  on,  at  rack  rents. 

The  Queen  having  fome  years  fJnce  remitted 
the  firft-fruits  to  the  clergy  of  England,  the 
bifhop  of  Cloyne  being  then  in  London,  did 
petition  her  Majefty  for  the  fame  favour,  in  be- 
half of  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  and  received  a 

graciov: 
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gracious  aniwer.  Bat  this  affair,  for  want  of  fb- 
Ikhing,  WAS  not  bcooght  to  an  itEoc,  daring  the 
governments  of  the  Duke  of  Qnnond,  and  the 
L.l  ::  ?—  -:kr. 

Upon  the  Earl  of  Wharton's  fucceeding,  Dr 
Swift  who  bad  (backed  this  matter  in  die  pre- 
ceding government)  was  defircd  by  the  bifbops  of 
Ireland  to  apply  to  his  Excdkncy.  who  thought 
fit  to  melvc  the  motion  as  wholly  new,  and 
what  he  could  not  con&Jer  tin  he  were  fixed  at 
die  government,  and  till  the  lame  application 
were  made  to  him  as  had  been  to  his  predeceH- 
fors.  Accordingly  an  addrefs  was  deircercd  to 
his  Lord/hip,  with  a  petition  to  the  Queen,  and 
a  memorial  annexed  from  both  Hooies  of  COQYO- 
catioQ  ;  but  a  dispute  happening  in  the  Lower 
HOQ&,  wherein  his  chaplain  was  concerned,  and 
which  was  represented  by  the  laid  chapjain  as  aa 
aflront  defigned  to  his  Ezce&ency,  who  was  pka- 
ied  to  underfiand  and  report  k  fa  to  the  Court, 
the  Convocation  was  (bddeniy  prorogued,  and 
aD  farther  thoughts  about  the  firft-firahs  let  fi3 
u.:  _  .  '  c  :  i  '  ;  . 

The  fubjecl  of  the  petition  was  to  defire,  that 
the  twentieth-parts  might  be  remitted  to  the  daw 
gr,  and  the  &ft-firutts  made  a  fund  for  purcha£. 
ing  glebes  and  impropriations,  and  rebu3ding  of 


The  twentieth-parts  are  twelve-pence  m  the 
poond,  paid-  anrnnBy  out  of  the  ccdcfiafiacal  be- 
nefices, as  they  were  rained  at  the  Reformation* 

--  r 
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They  amount  to  about  500!.  per  annum  ;  but  of 
little  or  no  value- to  the  Queen,  after  the  officers 
and  other  charges  are  paid,  though  of  much 
trouble  and  vexation  to  the  clergy. 

The  firft-fruits  paid  by  incumbents  upon  their 
promotion,  amount  to  450!.  per  annum  ;  fo  that 
her  Majefty,  in  remitting  ab  nit  loool.  per  an- 
num  to  the  clergy,  will  really  lofe  not  above  500!. 

Upon  Auguft  31,  1710,  the  two  Houfes  of 
Convocation  being  met  to  be  farther  prorogued, 
the  archbifliops  and  bifhops  conceiving  there  was 
now  a  favourable  jundhire  to  refume  their  appli- 
cations, didj  in  their  private  capacities,  fign  a 
power  to  the  faid  Dr  Swift,  to  folicit  the  remit- 
ting the  firft-fruits  and  twentieth-parts. 

But  there  is  a  greater  burthen  than  this,  and 
almoft  intolerable,  upon  feveral  of  the  clergy  in 
Ireland  ;  the  eafing  of  which,  the  clergy  only 
looked  on  as  a  thing  to  be  wiihed,  without  mak- 
ing it  part  of  their  petition. 

The  Queen  is  impropriator  of  feveral  pariflies, 
and  the  incumbent  pays  her,  half-yearly,  a  rent 
generally  to  the  third  part  of  the  real  value  of 
the  living,  and  fometimes  half.  Some  of  thefe 
parifhes,  by  the  increafe  of  graziers,  are  feized  on 
by  the  Crown,  and  cannot  pay  the  referved  rent, 
The  value  of  all  thefe  impropriations,  are  about 
2000!.  per  annum  to  her  Majerty. 

If  the  Queen  would  gracioufly  pleafe  to  be- 
flow  likewife  thefe  impropriations  to  the  church, 
part  to  be  remitted  to  the  incumbent,  where  the 

rent 
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rent  is  large,  and  the  living  fmall,  and  the  reft 
to  be  laid  out  in  levying  glebes  and  impropria- 
tions,  and  building  of  churches,  it  vrould  be  a 
moft  pious  and  feafonable  bounty. 

The  utmoft  value  of  the  twentieth-parts,  firft- 
fruits,  and  crown-rents,  is  L.  3000  per  annumy 
of  which  about  L.  500  per  annum  is  funk  among 
officers ;  fo  that  her  Majefty,  by  this  great  bene- 
faction, would  lofe  but  L.  -2500  per  annum. 


LETTER      LXXXI. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    WILLIAM    KING,    ARCH- 
BISHOP   OF    DUBLIN. 

MY  LORD,  London,  Off.  10.   1710. 

I  Had  the  honour  of  your  Grace's  letter  of 
September  16. ;  but  I  was  in  no  pain  to  ac- 
knowledge it,  nor  (hall  be  at  any  other  time, 
until!  I  have  fomething  that  I  think  worth  trou- 
bling you  ;  becaufe  I  know  how  much  an  5nfig-. 
nificant  letter  is  worfe  than  none  at  all  I  had 
likewife  your  memorial  *,  &c.  in  another  packet. 
I  fhould  have  been  glad  the  bifhops  had  been 
here;  although  I  take  bilhops  to  be  the  worft 
folicitors  in  the  world,  except  for  them; 
They  cannot  give  themfelves  the  little  trouble  of 
attendance,  that  other  men  are  content  to  fwal- 

low  ; 

'  A  memorial  of  the  bifhops  and  clergy  of  Ireland,  concern- 
ing the  first-fruits  and  twentieth-parts. 
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low  ;  elfe,  I  am  fure,  their  two  Lordfhips  might 
have  fucceeded  eafier,  than  men  of  my  level  are 
likely  to  do. 

As  foon  as  I  received  the  packets  from  your 
Grace,  I  went  to  wait  upon  Mr  Harley  *.  I  had 
prepared  him  before,  by  another  hand,  where  he 
was  very  intimate  ;  and  got  myfelf  reprefented 
(which  I  might  juftly  do)  as  one  extremely  ill  ufed 
by  the  laft  miniftry  after  fome  obligations,  be- 
caufe  1  refufed  to  go  certain  lengths  they  would 
have  me.  This  happened  to  be  in  fome  fort  Mr 
Harley's  own  cafe.  He  had  heard  very  often  of 
me,  and  received  me  with  the  greateft  marks  of 
kindnefs  and  efteem  ;  as  I  was  whifpered  he 
would  j  and  the  more  upon  the  ill  ufage  I  had 
met  with.  I  fat  with  him  two  hours  among 
company  ;  and  two  hours  we  were  alone,  where 
I  told  him  my  bufinefs,  and  gave  him  the  hiftory 
of  it  :  Which  he  heard  as  I  could  wifli,  and 
declared  he  would  do  his  utmoft  to  efffc"l  it.  I 
told  him  the  difficulties  we  met  with  by  Lord 
Lieutenants  and  their  fecretaries  ;  who  would 
not  fuffer  others  to  folicit,  and  neglected  it  them- 
felves.  He  fell  in  with  me  entirely  ;  and  faid, 
neither  they  nor  himfclf  mould  have  the  merit 
of  it,  but  the  Queen,  to  whom  he  would  mew 
my  memorial  with  the  firft  opportunity,  in  or- 
der, if  pofllble,  to  have  it  done  in  this  interreg- 
num. 1  faid,  the  honour  and  merit,  next  to 
i  the 

*  Lord  Hi^li  Treasurer  of  England,  created  afterwards  Earl 
of  Oxford. 
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the  Queen,  would  be  his  ;  that  it  was  a  great 
encouragement  to  the  biihops,  that  he  was  in 
the  treafury,  whom  they  knew  to  be  the  chief 
adviier  of  the  Queen,  to  grant  the  fame  favour 
in  England  ;  that,  consequently,  the  honour  and 
merit  were  nothing  to  him,  who  had  done  fo 
much  greater  things ;  and  that,  for  my  part,  I 
thought  he  was  obliged  to  the  clergy  of  Ireland, 
for  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  die 
pleafure  he  took  in  doing  good  to  the  church. 
He  took  my  compliment  extremely  well,  and 
renewed  his  promifes.  Your  Grace  will  pleafe 
to  know,  that,  betides  the  firft-rruit?,  I  told 
him  of  the  crown-rents,  and  £hewed  the  nature 
and  value  of  them ;  but  laid,  my  opinion  was, 
that  the  Convocation  had  not  mentioned  them 
in  their  petition  to  the  Queen,  delivered  to  Lord 
Wharton  *  with  the  addrefs,  becaufe  they  thought 
the  times  would  not  then  bear  it ;  bm  that  I 
looked  on  myielf  to  have  a  discretionary  power, 
to  folicit  it,  in  fo  favourable  a  juncture. 

I  had  two  memorials  ready,  of  my  own  draw- 
ing up,  as  fliort  as  poffible,  (hewing  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  and  how  long  it  had  been  depend- 
ing, &c.     One  of  thefe  memorials  had  a  para- 
graph, at  the  end,  relating  to  the  crown-rents.     I 
would  have  given  him  the  laft  ;  but  I  gave  him 
:her;  which  he  immediately  read,  and  pro- 
mtied  to  fecond  both  with  his  bell  offices  to  the 
•Queen.     As  I  have  placed  that  paragraph  in  my 
VOL.  X:  N  memorial, 

*  Then  Lord  Lnlcnaat  «tf  Ireland. 
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memorial,  it  can  do  no  harm,  and  may  poffiblr 
do  good.  However,  I  beg  your  Grace,  to  fay 
nothing  of  it ;  but  if  it  dieth,  let  it  die  in  filence  : 
We  muft  take  up  with  what  we  can  get. 

I  forgot  to  tell  your  Grace,  that  when  I  faid 
I  was  impowered,  Sec.  he  defired  to  fee  my 
powers:  And  then  I  heartily  wilhed  them  more 
ample  than  they  were  :  And  I  have  fince  wonder- 
ed, what  fcruple  a  number  of  bifhops'  could  have 
to  impower  a  clergyman  to  do  the  church  and 
them  a  fervice,  without  any  imagination  of  inte- 
reft  for  himfelf. 

Mr  Harley  has  invited  me  to  dine  with  him 
to-day  :  But  I  fhall  not  put  him  upon  this  dif- 
courfe  fo  foon.  If  he  begins  it  himfelf,  I  fhall 
add  it  at  the  bottom  of  this.  He  fays,  Mr  Se- 
cretary St  John  *  defired  to  be  acquainted  with 
sue,  and  that  he  will  bring  us  together.  That 
may  be  further  help  ;  although  I  told  him,  I  had 
no  thoughts  of  applying  to  any  but  himfelf ; 
xvherein  he  differed  from  me,  and  defired  I  would 
fpeak  to  others,  if  it  were  but  for  form  ;  and 
feemed  to  mean,  as  if  he  would  avoid  the  envy 
of  being  thought  to  do  fuch  a  thing  alone.  But 
an  old  courtier  (an  intimate  friend)  advifed  me 
fHll  to  let  him  know,  1  relied  wholly  upon  his 
good  inclinations,  and  credit  with  the  Queen, 
&c. 

I  find  I  am  forced  to  fay  all  this  very  confuf- 
cdly,  juft  as  it  lieth  in  my  memory  ;  but  perhaps 

it 

*  Afterwards  created  Lord  Vifcount  Bolingbroke. 
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it  may  give  your  Grace  a  truer  idea  how  matters 
are,  than  if  I  had  writ  in  more  order. 

lam,  &c.  J.    SWIFT. 


LETTER      LXXXIL 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin ,  Oct.  16,  1710. 

I  THANK  you  for  your's  of  the  loth  inftant, 
and  fend  you  inclofed  a  farther  power  by 
my  Lord  Primate  and  me.  My  Lord  is  not  able 
to  come  to  town  ;  which  obliged  me  to  wait  on 
him  at  Johntron,  and  hindered  the  joining  of 
two  or  three  bifhops  in  it,  who  are  yet  in  town  : 
But  I  fuppofe  our  figning  is  fufficient.  I  went  in 
the  morning  to  wait  on  his  Grace,  and  intended, 
when  he  had  figned  it,  to  have  applied  to  other 
bhhops  ;  but  he  was  abroad  taking  the  air,  and 
I  could  not  get  it  until  it  was  late,  and  thought 
it  better  to  ilgn  and  fend  it  as  it  is,  than  wait  for 
another  poft.  You  may  expect  by  the  ntxt,  a 
letter  to  his  Grace  of  Canterbury  and  another 
to  the  Archbifhop  of  York.  I  apprifjd  them 
both  of  the  builnefs.  The  latter,  if  I  ix number 
right,  fpoke  to  her  Majetty  about  it.  I  am  not 
fure  that  her  Majefty  remembers  what  I  faid  on 
that  fubjeck  -,  but  am  fure  fhe  was  pleafed  to  feem 
fatisfied  with  it,  and  to  fcruple  only  the  time :  I 
fuppofe,  not  thinking  it  fit  to  confer  the  favour 
N  2  fhe 
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fhe  defigned  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  by  the  hand? 
it  muft  then  have  paSed  through  ;  but  fa  id,  th.it 
in  the  interval  of  a  change,  or  abfence  of  a  chief 
governor,  it  fhould  be  done.  I  hope  now  is  the 
proper  time,  and  that  her  Majefty  will  rather 
follow  the  dictates  of  her  own  bountiful  inclina- 
tions, than  the  intrigues  of  cunning  covetous 
ceunfellors. 

I  thought  to  have  troubled  you  with  a  great 
many  things  ;  but  fuch  a  crowd  of  vifitors  have 
broken  in  upon  me  before  I  could  lock  my  gates, 
that  I  am  forced  to  break  off  abruptly,  recom- 
mending you  to  GOD'S  care. 

I  am,  &c.  WILL.    DUBLIN. 


LETTER      LXXXIH. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWlFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin t  08.  16,  1710. 

I  HAVE  before  me  your's  of  the  4th  inftant, 
which  I  received  two  pofts  ago.  It  was  very 
grateful  to  me,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  a  good 
effect  as  to  the  church  in  general,  and  be  of  ufc 
to  you  in  particular,  which  I  heartily  wiih.  My 
Lord  Primate  is  out  of  town,  and  I  have  not 
fcen  him  lince  I  received  your's,  nor  do  I  fee 
any  hafte  to  communicate  it  to  him  ;  but  in  due 
time  there  will  be  no  need  to  make  a  fecret  of  it. 
I  durft  not  have  faid  any  thing  of  it,  if  you  had 

not 
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not  given  me  the  caution  left  any  accident  fhould 
intervene,  to  which  all  matters  of  this  nature  are 
liable.  It  puts  a  man  out  of  countenance  to  raife 
expectations,  if  he  fhouid  not  be  able  to  fatisfy 
them.  I  underftand,  that~her  Majefty  defigned 
this  Ihould  be  her  own  aft  ;  but  the  good  inftru- 
ments,  that  have  been  fubfervient,  ought  not  to 
be  forgot ;  and,  with  God's  help,  I  will  do  my 
endeavour,  that  thev  ihall  not.  I  {halt  be  impa- 
tient to  lee  the  accompliihsnent  of  this  charitable 
work. 

\Ve  are  here  in  as  great  a  ferment  about  choof- 
ing  parliament-men,  on  a  fuppofition  that  this 
parliament  will  be  diilblved  as  loon  as  your's  in 
England.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  fuch  as 
deiign  to  betray  their  country,  are  more  diligent . 
to  make  votes,  than  thofe  that  have  fbme  faint 
intentions  to  lerve  it.  It  would  prevent  a  great 
deal  of  needlefs  charges  and  heats,  it  we  certain- 
ly knew,  whether  we  fhould  have  a  new  parlia- 
ment or  no. 

All  bufinefs  in  chancery,  and  in  truth  all  pu- 
blic bafinefs,  is  at  a  ftand,  by  the  indifpofidon  of 
my  Lord  Chancellor.  I  would  tell  you,  that  I 
am  engaged  moft  unhappily  this  night  to  execute 
this  fhort  letter;  but  the  plain  truth,  I  think^ 
will  do  as  well  j  which  is,  that  I  have  no  more  to 
prayers  for  you,  &c. 

WILL.  DUBLIN;. 


N  •?  LET- 
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LETTER      LXXXIV. 

THE     LORD     PRIMATE     *     AND     ARCHBISHOP 
OF    DUBLIN    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SI  R,  Dublin t  OEl.  24,  1710. 

WE  directed  a  letter  to  the  bifliops  of 
Oflbry  and  Killaloe  laft  Auguft,  defiring 
and  empowering  them  to  folicit  the  affair  of  our 
firft-fruits  and  twentieth-parts  with  her  Majefty, 
which  has  depended  fo  long,  notwithftanding 
her  Majefty's  good  intentions,  and  feveral  pro- 
mifes  of  the  chief  governors  here,  to  lay  our 
addrefies  before  her  Majefry,  in  the  beft  manner. 
We  were  then  apprehenfive,  that  thofe  bifliops 
might  return  from  England  before  the  bufinefs 
could  be  effected  ;  and  therefore  we  deiired  them 
to  concern  you  in  it,  having  fo  good  aflurance 
of  your  ability,,  prudence,  and  fitnefs  to  profo 
cute  fuch  a  matter.  We  find  the  bifhops  return, 
ed  before  you  came  to  London,  for  which  we 
are  very  much  concerned  ;  and  judging  this  the 
moft  proper  time  to  profecute  it  with  luccefs,  we 
in  treat  you  to  take  the  full  management  of  it  into 
your  hands,  and  do  commit  the  care  of  foliciting 
it  to  your  diligence  and  prudence  ;  defiring  you 
to  let  us  know,  from  time  to  time,  what  progrefs 
is  made  in  it  :  And,  if  any  thing  farther  be  ne- 
cefiary  on  our  part,  on  your  intimation  we  fhall 

be 

«  Dr  Narciflus  Marfh. 
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be  ready  to  do  what  fhaU  be  judged  reasonable. 
This,  with  our  prayers  for  you,  and  the  good 
fucceis  of  your  endeavours,  is  all  from,  Sir, 
your  affectionate  humble  fervants  and  brothers, 

NARCISSUS,  ARMAGH. 

\\ILL.  DUBLIN. 


LETTER      LXXX\r. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 


REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  2, 

TH  E  declaration  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  to  be  our  Lord  Lieutenant,  has 
flopped  the  further  letters  of  recommendation 
defigned  to  be  lent  to  you,  becaufe  the  btihops 
were  unwilling  to  folicit  the  affair  of  the  fund- 
fruits  and  twentieth-parts  by  any  other  hand.  I 
gave  them  ibme  account  how  far  you  had  been. 
concerned  in  it  ;  and  they  ordered  a  letter  to.  Mr 
Southwell,  to  give  him  an  account,  that  the 
papers  were  in  your  hands,  and  to  defire  you  to 
wait  on  him  with  them,  and  take  your  own 
meafurts  in  foikiring  the  affair.  I  am  not  to 
conceal  from  you,  that  fbzne  exprefiod  a  little 
jcalonfy,  that  you  would  not  be  acceptable  to  the 
prefent  courtiers,  intimating,  that  you  were  un- 
der the  reputation  of  being  at  favourite  of  the 
late  party  in  power  *.  You  may  remember  I 


*  Dr  Swift  nxoBMeadcd  hlofclf  to  Mr  Karfrr,  to  whom 
he  i?p^ed  *a  this  ocafim,  cy  smic^  tizjoi  i^icfca£ed  as 
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aiked  you  the  queft  ion  before  you  were  engaged 
in  this  affair,  knowing  of  what  moment  it  was  ; 
and  by  the  coldnefs  I  found  in  fome,  I  foon  per- 
ceived what  was  at  the  bottom.  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  this  conjuncture  of  circumftances  will 
oblige  you  to  exert  yourfelf  with  more  vigour ; 
and  if  it  fhould  fucceed,  you  have  gained  your 
point ;  whereas,  if  you  fhould  fail,  it  would 
caufe  no  reflections,  that  having  been  the  fate  of 
fo  many  before  you. 

I  can  be  very  little  ufeful  to  you  at  this  tlif- 
tance  j  but  if  you  forefee  any  thing,  wherein  I 
may  be  ferviceable  to  the  bufinefs,  or  yourfelf, 
you  may  command,  Sir,  your's,  &c. 

WILL.  DUBLIN. 


LETTER      LXXXVI. 

THE   ARCHBISHOP   OF   DUBLIN   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin ,  Nov.  30,  1710. 

I  RECEIVED  your's  of  the  23d,  by  laft  pao 
quet.  I  was  aware  of  what  you  obfer^ed, 
when  the  letter  to  his  Grace  was  figned  ;  but  it 
was  before  I  received  your's  of  the  4th  inftant,, 
wherein  you  tell  me,  that  the  bufinefs  was  in  ef- 
fecl:  done ;  nor  could  I  have  any  certain  profpcd, 

that 

a  perfon  who  had  been  extremely  ill  ufed  by  the  laft  miniftry, 
becaufe  he  would  not  go  certain  lengths  which  they  would  ha?c 
had  him  ;  this  being  in  fome  fort  Mr  Harley's  own  cafe.  Sec 
this  letter  of  October  10,  p.  143, 
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that  it  would  be  done  from  any  intimation,  that 
I  tad  before  from  you.  You  mult  know,  that 
ras  not  the  only  thing  difplealed  me  in  the 
letter ;  it  was  drawn  and  figned  by  fome  before 
I  law  it.  I  looked  on  it  as  a  faare  laid  in  my 
way  ;  nor  mult  you  wonder,  that  lome  are  better 
at  making  their  court  than  ferviiig  the  church, 
and  can  flatter  much  better  than  vote  on  the 
right  fide.  Thofe,  that  had  rendered  themfctves 
juftly  obnoxious,  bv  deferting  his  Grace's  *  friends 
and  intereft  in  notorious  initances,  think  they 
have  falved  all  by  this  early  application,  and  per- 
haps it  may  prove  fo. 

But  if  the  matter  be  done,  afiure  yourfelf  it 
will  be  known  by  whom  and  what  means  it  was 
:ed. 

In  the  mean  time,  God  forbid  you  {hould 
think  of  flacking  your  Endeavours  to  bring  it  to 
perfection.  I  am  yet  under  an  obligation  not  to 
fay  any  thing  of  the  matter  from  your  letter;  and 
whiltt  fo,  it  would  be  hard  for  me  to  refufe  to 
fign  fuch  a  letter  as  that  you  mention,  or  find  a 
pretence  for  fo  doing :  But  when  bufinefs  is 
done,  the  means  and  methods  will  likewiie  be 
known,  and  every  body  have  their  due,  that 
contributed  to  it. 

I  (hall  reckon  nothing  done  till  the  Queen's 
letter  come  here.  You  may  remember  how  we 
were  borne  in  hand  in  my  Lord  Pembroke's 

time, 

•  '  The  Dnke  of  Ormond,  who  was  declared  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  October  10,  1710.* 
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time  *,  that  the  Queen  had  pafled  the  grant, 
which,  after  a  whole  year's  expectation  and  fo- 
licitation,  proved  only  a  mouthful  of  nioon- 
fhine.  But  if  it  fucceeds  better  now,  we  muft 
owe  it,  next  to  the  Queen's  goodnefs  and  boun- 
ty, to  the  great  care  of  the  great  man  to  whom 
you  have  applied,  and  to  your  management.  It 
is  feven  or  eight  years  fince  we  firft  attempted 
this  affair,  and  it  patted  through  feveral  hands ; 
yet  no  progrefs  was  made  in  it,  which  was  cer- 
tainly due  to  the  ill  methods  taken  to  put  it  for- 
ward ;  which,  in  truth,  inftead  of  promoting, 
obftrudled  it.  At  the  very  firft  motion,  it  was 
promifed,  and  in  a  fair  way  ;  but  the  bilhops 
here,  out  of  their  abundant  deference  to  the 
government,  made  the  fame  wrong  ftep  they 
would  have  done  now ;  and  we  could  never 
make  the  leaft  progrefs  fince,  till  now,  and  I 
pray  God  we  have  not  put  it  back  again. 

You  muft  not  imagine,  that  it  is  out  of  any 
difaffeftion  to  you,  or  any  diftruft  of  your  abi- 
lity or  diligence,  that  the  bifhops  here  were  fo 
cold  in  their  employing  you  :  But  they  reckoned 
on  party  ;  and  though  feveral  knew  what  you 
were,  yet  they  imagined,  and  fome  vouched, 
that  you  were  looked  on  at  Court  as  engaged  on 
the  other  fide;  and  you  cannot  do  yourfelfa 
greater  fervice,  than  to  bring  this  to  a  good  illue, 
to  their  fhame  and  conviction.  I  heartily  re- 
commend you  and  your  bufinefs  to  God's  care. 

I  am,  &c.  WILL.  DUBLIN. 

*  Sec  vol.  xiii.  p.  15.  and  the  note, 

LET- 
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LETTER      LXXXYIL 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  S\VIFT. 

SIR,  Dublin,  Dec.  itf,  1710. 

THIS  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your's 
of  the  2cth  inftant,  which  came  not  to 
my  hands  till  Thurfday  laft,  by  reafon  of  winds, 
that  kept  the  pacquets  on  the  other  fide. 

I  find  the  matter  of  our  firft-fruits,  &c.  is 
talked  of  now.  I  reckon  on  nothing  certain,  till 
her  Majefty's  letter  comes  in  form  :  And,  qu*re9 
Why  fhould  you  not  come  and  bring  it  with 
you  ?  It  would  make  you  JL  very  welcome  clergy- 
man to  Ireland,  and  be  the  beft  means  to  fatii- 
fy  mankind  how  it  was  obtained,  although  I 
think  it  will  be  out  of  difpute.  I  am  very  well 
apprifed  of  the  difpatch  you  gave  this  affair,  and 
well  pleafed,  that  I  judged  better  of  the  perfon 
fit  to  be  employed,  than  fome  of  my  brethren. 
But  now  'tis  done,  as  I  hope  it  is,  effectually ; 
they  will  affume  as  much  as  their  neighbours, 
which  1  fhall  never  contradict. 

Things  are  taking  a  new  turn  here,  as  well  as 
with  you  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  by  the  time 
you  come  here,  few  will  profefs  themfelyes 
Whigs.  The  greateft  danger  I  apprehend,  and 
which  terrifies  me  more  than  perhaps  you  will 
be  able  to  imagine,  is  the  fury  and  indifcretion 
.of  fome  of  our  own  people,  who  never  had  any 

merit, 
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merit,  but-  by  embroiling  things  ;  they  did,  and 
I  am  afraid  will  yet  do  mifchief.  You  will  foon 
hear  of  a  great  confpiracy  difcovered  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Weftmeath.  I  was  ufed  to  fo  many  difco- 
veries  of  plots  in  the  latter  end  of  King  Charles's 
time,  and  the  beginning  of  King  James's,  that  I 
am  not  furprifed  at  this  difcovery.  I  muft  not 
fay  any  thing  of  it,  till  all  the  witnefTes  be  exa- 
mined :  So  many  as  have  depofed,  are  not  deci- 
five.  The  defign  of  it  is  to  fhew  all  the  gentle- 
men of  Ireland,  to  be  a  pack  of  defperate  Whigs, 
ready  to  rife  up  in  arms  againft  her  Majefty  for 
the  o'i  miniftry,  aflbciating  to  that  purpofe. 
Whether  it  be  for  the  intereft  of  Ireland,  to  have 
this  believed,  you  may  judge ;  and  fure  there  muft 
be  good  evidence  to  make  any  reafonable  man 
believe  it.  Mr  Higgins  *  has  drawn  up  the 
narrative,  and  fent  it  to  England,  and  will  pawn 
all  he  is  worth  to  make  it  good.  I  heartily  re- 
commend you  to  God's  favour,  and  am,  &c. 

WILL.  DUBLIN  f. 

LET- 

*  "  Francis  Higgins,  M.  A.  an  Irifh  clergyman,  extremely 
Tenement  againft  the  Whig  party." 

f  "  The  Archbilhop,  in  another  letter,  gives  this  fliort  ac- 
count of  the  plot  :  That  four  or  five  gentlemen,  of  fmall  for- 
tunes, are.faid  to  have  figned  an  aflociation,  to  fight  up  to  the 
knees  in  blood  againft  the  new  miniftry.  The  difcoverer  is 
one  Langton,  who  fwore  to  it  :  He  was  a  converted  prieft.  Se- 
veral of  the  gentlemen  were  his  parilhioners.  Mr  Meares,  Mr 
Jones,  Mr  Slioarn,  and  Capt.  Nc\vflead,  are  in  the  number. 
This  informer  was  a  fcrvant  of  Mr  Meares's,  who  told  him, 

that 
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TO    THE    EARL    OF    PETERBOROW. 

% 

MY  LORD,  Feb.  1710-11. 

IF.NVY  none  of  the  Queen's  fubjects,  fo  much 
as  thofe  who  are  abroad  ;  and  I  defire  to 
know,  whether,  as  great  a  foul  as  your  Lordfhip 
has,  you  did  not  obferve  your  mind  to  open  and 
enlarge,  after  you  were  fome  leagues  at  fea,  and 
had  left  off  breathing  party- air.  I  am  apt  to 
think,  this  fchifm  in  politics,  has  cloven  our  un- 
derftandings,  and  left  us  but  jufl  half  the  good 
fenfe  that  blazed  in  our  actions  :  And  we  fee  the 
effect  it  has  had  upon  our  wit  and  learning, 
which  are  crubled  into  pamphlets  and  penny- 
papers.  The  October  Club,  which  was  in  its  ru- 
diments when  your  Lordfhip  left  us,  is  now 
grown  up  to  be  a  party  by  itfelf,  and  begins  to 
rail  at  the  minifhy  as  much  as  the  "Whigs  do, 
but  from  topics  directly  contrary.  I  am  fome- 
VOL.  XIV.  O  times 

that  Capt.  Newftead's  fon  brought  the  jwper  or  parchment  con- 
5  this  aflbciation,  as  he  believes;  for  he  neither  law  it, 
nor  heard  it  read.  The  fervant,  being  examined,  denies  he  ever 
faw  any  fuch  paper,  or  knows  any  thing  of  it,  or  ever  told  Mr 
Langton  any  fuch  thing.  This,  with  force  feditious  woids 
fpoken  by  fome  of  thofc  gentlemen  at  dinner,  in  their  caps,  or 
conversion,  ib  far  as  I  can  remember,  is  the  fum  of  the  evi- 
dence for  the  plot.  A  comir.ifiion  of  over  and  tenniner  went 
down  to  the  country,  to  find  bills  again  ft  the  gentlemen ;  but 
the  grand  jury  would  not  find  the  bills  upon  that  eridcnce. 
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times  talked  into  frights,  and  told  that  all  is 
ruined  ;  but  am  immediately  cured,  when  I  fee 
any  of  the  miniftry :  Not  from  the  fatisfaclion 
they  give  me  in  any  one  point,  but  becaufe  I 
,fee  them  fo  perfectly  eafy,  and  believe  they  could 
rjot.be  fo  if  they  had  any  fear  at  heart.  My 
comfort  is,  they  are  perfons  of  great  abilities, 
and  they  are  engaged  in  a  good  caufe.  And 
what  is  one  very  good  circumftance,  as  I  told 
three  of  them  the  other  day,  they  feem  heartily 
to  love  one  another,  in  fpite  of  the  fcandal  of 
the  inconftancy  which  court-friendfhips  lie  un- 
der. And  I  can  affirm  to  your  Lordfhip,  they 
heartily  love  you  too  ;  which  I  take  to  be  a  great 
deal  more,  than  when  they  allure  you  fo  them- 
fclves.  For  even  ftatefmen  will  fometimes  dif- 
cover  their  paflions,  efpecially  their  good  ones. 

Here  is  a  pamphlet  come  out,  called,  "  A 
"  Letter  to  Jacob  Banks" — (hewing,  that  the  li- 
berty of  Sweden  was  deftroyed  by  the  principle  of 
paffive  obedience.  I  know  not  whether  his  quo- 
tation be  fair,  but  the  piece  is  flirewdly  written  ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  not  to  be  anfwered,  other- 
wife  than  by  difclaiming  that  fort  of  paffive  obe- 
dience which  the  Tories  are  charged  with.  This 
difpute  would  foon  be  ended,  if  the  dunces,  who 
writ  on  each  fide,  would  plainly  tell  us  what  the 
object  of  .this  paflive  obedience  is  in  our  country. 
For,  J  dare  fwcar,  nine  in  ten  of  the  Whigs  will 
allow  it  to  the  Legislature,  and  as  many  of  the 
Tories  deny  it  to  the  Prince  alone  :  And  I  hardly 

ever 
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ever  faw  a  Whig  and  Tory  together,  whom  I 
could  not  immediately  reconcil  on  that  article, 
when  I  made  them  explain  th;r.v 

My  Lord,  the  Queen  knew  what  Hie  did, 
when  (he  Tent  your  Lordfhip  to  fpur  up  a  dull 
Northern  Court  :  Yet,  i  confefs,  I  hid  rather 
hive  feen  that  activity  of  mind  and  body  employ- 
ed in  conquering  another  kingdom,  or  the  fame 
over  again.  I  am, 

My  Lord,  &c. 


LETTER      LXXXIX. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    JOHNSON*. 

Feb.  9,   1711. 

I   DINED  to-day  with   Sir  Michael  Dudley, 
who  is  newly  turned  out  of  the  commiiiiorv 
of  the  cuftoms.     He  affefts  a  good  heart,  and 
talks  in  the  extremity  of  whiggery,  which  was 
always  his  principle,  tho'  he  was  gentle  a  little, 
O  2  while 

•  Mrs  Johnfon  was  a  Lady,  with  whom  Swift  became  ac- 
quainted, while  he  lived  with  tir  Wiltiam  Temple.  Sbe  was 
the  daughter  of  his  fleward  :  and  when  he  died,  he  left  her 
a  thoufand  pounds,  in  conlideration  of  her  father's  faithiu'  fcr- 
vices.  the  was  about  18  when  the  \veut  to  Ireland  ;  and  after 
a  moft  intimate  friendship  of  more  than  16  years,  (he  was,  in 
J?i6,  Harried  to  the  Dean,  by  Dr  Aihi-,  theti  bifhop  of 
,  to  whom  he  had  been  a  pupil  in  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  taough  it  is  not  kaown  that  they  ever  cohaoited.  TiiL% 
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while  he  kept  in  employment.  We  can  get  no 
parquets  from  Holland.  I  have  not  been  with 
any  of  the  miniftry  thefe  two  or  three  days,  I 
keep  out  of  their  way  on  purpofe,  for  a  certain 
reafon,  for  fome  time,  though  I  muft  dine  with 
the  fecretary  *  to-morrow.  The  choofing  of  the 
company  being  left  to  me,  I  have  engaged  Lord 
Anglefey  and  Lord  Carteret,  and  have  promifed 
to  g:t  three  more  ;  but  I  have  a-mind,  that  none 
elfe  fhould  be  admitted.  However,  if  I  like  any 
body  at  Court  to-morrow,  I  may  perhaps  invite 
them.  I  have  got  another  cold,  but  not  very 
bad. 

10.  I  faw  Prince  Eugene  at  Court  to-day, 
very  plain.  He  is  plaguy  yellow,  and  literally 
ugly  hefides.  The  Court  was  very  full,  and 
per  pie  had  their  birth-day  cloaths.  No  pacquets 
from  Holl.md  yet.  Here  are  a  parcel  of  drun- 
ken Whiggifli  Lords*  like  your  Lord  Santj-y,  who 
come,  into  chocolatc-houfes,  and  rail  aloud  at 
the  Tories,  and  have  challenges  fent  them,  and 
the  next  morning  come  and  beg  pardon.  Gene- 
ral Rofs  was  like  to  fwinge  the  Marquis  of , 

for 

and  the  following  letters,  are  part  of  the  journal,  which,  in  th« 
life  of  Swift,  prefixed  to  Bathurft's  edition,  he  is  laid  to  have 
written,  and  lent  to  this  Lady  every  fortnight.  The  letters 
are  addreiTcd  fometimes  to  Mrs  Johnfon,  and  fometimcs  to  Mrs 
Dingley  ;  and  feem  to  be  confidered  as  written,  not  to  one,  but 
both  ;  for  they  are  frequently  addreflcd  jointly  :  "  Are  yoa 
"  houfewives  ?  are  you  readers  :"  See  his  letter  to  Mrs  Dingley. 
dated  March  22,  I/II-IZ. 
*  St  John. 
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for  this  trick,  the  other  day  ;  and  we  hav 
thing  elfe  now  to  talk  of,  till  the  parliament  has 
had  another  bout  vriih  the  ftate  of  the  w 
they  intend  in  a  few  days.     They  have  ordered 
the  barrier  treaty  to  b  re  them  ;  and  it 

was  talke-J  focne  time  ago,  as  if  there  was  a  de- 
iign  to  impeach  ixjrd  Towr.jhend,  who  made  it. 

11.  I  dined  with  Lord  Angieley  to-day,  who 
had  fevea  Irifhmen   to  be  my    companions,    of 
which  two  onU*  were  coxcombs.     One  I  did  not 
know,  and  the  other  was  young  Bligh,  who  is  a 
puppy  of  figure  here,  with  a  fine  chariot.     He 
afked  me  on*  day  at  Court,  whtn  I  had  juft  been 

g  with  fome  Lords,  who  ftood  near  me, 
Doctor,  when  Crall  v?c  fee  TOD  in  the  county 
of  Meath  ?  I  whifpered  him  to  take  care  what 
he  faid,  for  the  people  would  think  he  was  fome 
Barbarian.  lie  never  would  fpeak  to  me  fince, 
till  we  met  to-day.  I  went  to  Lady  Mafhaci's 
to-night,  and  fat  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  the 
Secretary,  there,  till  paft  two  o'clock;  and  when  I 
came  home,  found  fome  letters  from  Ireland, 
which  I  read,  but  can  fay  nothing  of  them  till 
to-morrow  :  It  is  too  late. 

12.  One  letter  was  from  the  btthop  of  Clog- 
her  laft  night,  and  the  other  from  V  alls,  about 
Mrs  South's  faiary,  and  his  own  penfion  of  eigh- 
teen pounds  for  his  tythes  of  the  park.    I  will  do 
nothing  in  either.     The  fir  ft  I  cannot   ferve  in, 
and  the  other  is  a  trifie  ;  only  you  may  tell  him 
J  had  his  letter,  and  will  fpeak  to  Ned  South- 

O  7  *efl 
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well  about  what  he  deflres  me.  You  fay  nothing 
of  your  Dean's  receiving  my  letter. 

I  find,  Clements,  whom  I  recommended  to 
Lord  Anglefey  laft  year,  at  Walls's  defire,  or 
rather  the  bifhop  of  Clogher's,  is  mightily  ia 
Lord  Anglefey's  favour.  You  may  tell  the  bi- 
fhop and  Walls  fo.  I  faid  to  Lord  Anglefey, 
that  I  was  glad  I  had  the  good  luck  to  recom- 
mend him,  &c. 

I  dined  in  the  city  with  my  printer,  to  confuit 
with  him  about  fome  papers  Lord  Treafurer 
gave  me  laft  night,  as  he  always  does,  too  late. 
However,  I  will  do  fomething  with  them.  My 
third  cold  is  a  little  better.  I  never  had  any 
thing  like  it  before,  three  colds  fucceffively. 
Three  meflengers  came  from  Holland  to-day, 
and  they  brought  over  the  fix  pacquets  that  were 
due.  I  know  not  the  particulars  yet  i  for  when 
I  was  with  the  fecretary  at  noon,  they  were  juft 
opening.  But  one  thing  I  find,  the  Dutch  are 
playing  us  tricks,  and  tampering  with  the  French; 
they  are  dogs  ;  I  fhall  know  more. 

13.  I  dined  to-day  privately  with  my  friend 
Lewis  *,  at  his  lodgings,  to  confuit  about  fome 
obfervations  on  the  barrier  treaty.  Our  news 
from  Holland  is  not  good.  The  French  raife 
difficulties,  and  make  fuch  offers  to  the  allies,  as 
cannot  be  accepted  ;  and  the  Dutch  are  uneafy, 
that  we  are  like  to  get  any  thing  for  ourfelves  ; 
and  the  Whigs  are  glad  at  all  this.  I  came  home 

early, 

1  Erafmns  Lewis,  fecretary  to  Lord  Oxford. 
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early,  and  have  been  very  bulV  three  or  four 
hours.  I  had  a  letter  from  Dr  Pratt  to-day  by 
a  prif ii£  ln*^j  r*^ o«i>"^»Miw*g  the  bearer  to  me 
for  ibmething  that  I  fliall  not  trouble  orfctf 
about.  Wefley  writ  to  recommend  the  iame 
fellow  to  me.  His  expreffion  is,  that  hearing  I 
am  acquainted  with  my  Lord  Treaibrer,  he  de- 
fires  I  would  do  fo  and  ib.  A  matter  of  nothing. 
What  puppies  are  mankind?  I  hope  I  {hall  be 
WHCT  when  I  have  once  done  with  Courts.  I 
think  you  have  not  troubled  me  much  with  your 
recommendations.  I  would  do  you  all  the  ier- 
Tice  Icould. 

14.  Our  locietT  dined  to  day  at  Mr  Secre- 
tary's houie.  I  went  there  at  four ;  but  hearing 
the  Houie  of  Commons  would  fit  Lire  upon  the 
barrier  treaty,  I  went  tor  an  hour  to  Kenfing- 
ton,  to  fee  Lord  Mafham's  children.  My  young 
nephew  *,  his  km  of  ili  months  old,  has  got  a 
IweBing  in  his  neck.  1  fear  it  is  the  evfl.  We 
did  not  go  to  dinner  till  eight  at  night,  and  I  left 
them  at  ten.  The  Commons  have  been  very 
fevere  on  the  barrier  treaty,  as  you  wiQ  find  by 
their  votes.  A  Whig  member  took  out  .the 
CuubatftlxA&s^  and  read  that  paoage  a- 
bout  the  ihcceffion  with  great  rden  t  meat ;  but 
none  feconded  him.  The  church  party  carried 
every  vote  by  a  great  majority.  The  Archbiinap 

of 
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of  Dublin  is  fo  railed  at,  by  all  who  come  from 
Ireland,  that  I  can  defend  him  no  longer.  Lord 
Afiolefey  allured  me,  that  the  ftory  of  applying 
Pifo  out  of  Tacitus,  to  Lord  Trea Purer  being 
wounded,  is  true  *.  I  believe  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort will  be  admitted  to  our  ibciety  f  next  meet- 
ing. To-day  I  published  the  Fable  of  Midas,  a 
poem,  printed  in  a  loofe  half-facet.  I  know  not 
how  it  will  take ;  but  it  parted  wonderfully  at  our 
fociety  to-night.  Mr  Secretary  read  it  before  me 
the  other  night,  to  Lord  Treafurer,  at  Lord 
Mafhani's,  where  they  equally  approve  of  it. 
Tell  me  how  it  paffes  with  "you  ?  I  think  this 
paper  is  larger  than  ordinary  ;  for  here  is  a  fix 
days  journal,  and  no  nearer  the  bottom.  I  fear 
thefe  journals  are  very  dull. 

15.  Mr  Lewis  and  I  dined,  by  invitation,  with 
a  Scotch  acquaintance,  after  I  had  been  very  bufy 
in  my  chamber,  till  two  in  the  afternoon.  My 
third  cold  is  now  very  troublefome  on  my  breaft, 
efpecially  in  the  morning.  This  is  a  great  re- 
volution in  my  health  ;  colds  never  ufed  to  re- 
turn fo  foon  with  me,  or  Lift  fo  long.  It  is  very 
furprifing  the  news  this  day:  The  Dauphin  and 
Dauphinefs  both  dying  within  fix  days.  They 
fay  the  old  King  is  almofr.  heart-broke  :  He  has 
had  prodigious  mortifications  in  his  family.  The 
Dauphin  has  left  two  little  fons,  of  four  and  two 

years 

*  For  an  account  of  the  Treafiirer's  being  wounded,  fee  a 
letter  from  the  Archbilliop  of  Dublin,  dated  March  i;,  i'ic, 
and  note. 

f  The  fociety  of  Gxteen,  called  Brothers. 
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years  old  ;  the  eldeft  is  fick.  There  is  a  fbolifh 
ftory  got  about  town,  that  Lord  Strafford,  one 
of  our  plenipotentiaries,  is  in  the  interefts  of 
France :  And  it  has  been  a  good  while  faid,  that 
Lord  Privy  Seal  *  and  he  do  not  agree  very  well ; 
they  are  both  long  praclifed  in  buunefs,  but  nei- 
ther of  them  of  much  parts.  Straflbrd  hath  fome 
life  and  fpirit ;  but  is  infinitely  proud,  and  wholly 
illiterate. 

1 6.  I  dined  to-day  in  the  city  with  my  printer, 
to  finifh  fomething  I  am  doing  about  the  barrier 
treaty  ;  but  it  is  not  quite  done  f.     I  went   this 
evening  to  Lord  Ma&am's,  where  Lord  Trealu- 
rer  fat  with  us  till  pait  twelve.     The  Lords  have 
voted  an  addreis  to  the  Queen,  to  tell  her,  they 
are  not  fatisfied  with  the  King  of  France's  of- 
fers.     The  Whigs  brought  it  in  of  a  ludden; 
and  the  Court  could  not  prevent  it,  and  there- 
fore did  not  oppofe  it.     The  Houfe  of  Lords 
is  too  ftrong  in  VVhigs,  notwith (landing  tb: 
creation  :    For  they  are  very  diligent,  and  the 
Tories  as  lazy.     The  fide  that  is  down,  hath  al- 
ways molt  induitry.      The  Whigs  intended  to 
have   made  a  vote,  that  would  reflect:  on  Lord 
Treafurer ;  but  their  project  was  not  ripe. 

17.  The  Court  was  mighty  full  to-day,  and  has 
been  fo  thefe  many  Sundays  ;  but  the  Queen  was 
not  at  chapeL    She  has  got  a  littk  fit  of  the  gout 

in 

*  Dr  John  Robinfon,  bilhop  of  Briftol.     He  was  fworn  Lord 

:-n. 

-  :    »^s  pablifted  under  tf?«  ritle  of,  "  Remarks  on  the  Bar- 
rier Trcit;-."     See  Sathuril's  edition,  oclavo,  TO!,  is. 
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in  her  foot.  The  good  of  going  to  Court  Is, 
that  one  fees  all  one's  acquaintance,  whom  other- 
wife  I  fhould  hardly  meet  twice  a-year.  Prince 
Eugene  dines  with  the  Secretary  to-day,  with  a- 
bout  feven  or  eight  general  officers,  or  foreign 
minifters.  They  will  be  all  drunk,  I  am  fure.  1 
never  was  in  company  with  tin's  Prince.  I  have 
propofed  to  fome  Lords,  that  we  (hould  have  a 
fober  meal  with  him ;  but  I  cannot  compafs  it. 
It  is  come  over  in  the  Dutch  news-prints,  that  I 
was  arrefted  on  an  action  of  20,000 1.  by  the  Duke 
of  Maryborough.  I  did  not  like  my  Court  invita- 
tions to-day  ;  fo  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  and  I 
went  and  dined  with  Mrs  Vanhomrigh  f.  I  came 
home  at  fix,  and  have  been  very  bufy  till  this  mi- 
nute, and  it  is  paft  twelve.  We  reckon  the  Dau- 
phin's death  will  fet  forward  the  peace  a  good  deal. 
]  8.  Lewis  had  Guifcard's  pidlure  ;  he  bought 
it,  and  offered  it  to  Lord  Treafurer,  who  promif- 
ed  to  fend  for  it,  but  never  did  ;  fo  I  made  Lewis 
give  it  me,  and  I  have  it  in  my  room  ;  and  now 
Lord  Treafurer  fays,  he  will  take  it  from  me. 
Is  that  fair  ?  He  defigns  to  have  it  at  length,  in 
the  cloaths  he  wore  when  he  did  the  action,  and 
a  penknife  in  his  hand.  Kneller  is  to  copy  it 
from  this  that  I  have.  I  intended  to  dined  with 
Lord  Treafurer  to-day,  but  he  has  put  me  off  till 

to- 

f  The  mother  of  Vanefia.  See  an  account  of  her  in  Swift's 
life,  and  the  verfes  called  Cadenus  and  Valletta.  See  alib  the 
note  prefixed  to  the  Dean's  Letters  to  Mifs  Vauhomrigh,  in  this 
Collection. 
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to-morrow  ;  fo  I  dined  with  Lord  Dupplin. 
You  know  Lord  Dupplin  very  well ;  he  is  a  bro- 
ther of  the  fociety  *.  Well,  but  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  the  Bifhop  of  Clogher,  to  folicit 
an  afikir  for  him  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  with 
the  Parliament,  which  I  will  do  as  foon  as  fly.  I 
am  not  near  fo  keen  about  other  people's  affairs, 
as  you  ufed  to  reproach  me.  It  was  a  judgment 
on  me.  I  doubt  you  have  been  in  pain  about  the 
report  of  my  being  arrefted.  The  pamphleteers 
have  let  me  alone  this  month,  which  is  a  great 
wonder  ;  only  the  third  part  of  the  Anftver  to  the 
Conduct,  which  is  lately  come  out.  Did  i  tell 
you  of  it  before  ?  The  Houfe  of  Commons  goes 
on,  in  mauling  the  late  miniitry,  and  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

» 9.  I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer  to-day,  and 
fat  with  him  till  ten  in  fpite  of  my  teeth,  though 
my  printer  waited  for  me  to  correct  a  fheet.  I 
told  him  of  four  lines  I  writ,  extempore,  with 
my  pencil,  on  a  bit  of  paper,  in  his  houfe,  while 
he  lay  wounded.  Some  of  the  fervants,  I  fup- 
pofe,  made  wafte  paper  of  them,  and  he  never 
heard  of  them.  They  were  infcribed  to  Mr  Har- 
ley's  phyficians,  thus  : 

On  Britain  Europe's  fafety  lies ; 
Britain  is  loft,  if  Harley  dies  : 
Harley  depends  upon  your  (kill : 
Think  what  you  fave,  or  what  you  kilL 

I 
*  Thf  focisty  of  Sixteen. 
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I  propofed  that  fome  company  fliould  dine 
with  him  on  the  eighth  of  March,  which  was 
the  day  he  was  wounded  ;  but  he  fays,  he  defigns 
that  the  Lords  of  the  Cabinet,  who  then  fat  with 
him,  fliould  dine  that  day  with  him  :  However, 
he  has  invited  me  to  dinner.  I  am  not  yet  rid 
of  my  cold  ;  it  plagues  me  in  the  morning  chiefly. 

20.  After  waiting  to  catch  the  Secretary  co- 
ming out  from  Sir   Thomas   Hanmer,  for  two 
hours,   in  vain,  about  fome  bufinefs,  I  went  into 
the  city  to  my  printer,  to  correct  fome  fheets  of 
the  barrier  treaty,  and  remarks,  which  muft  be 
finifhed  to-morrow.     I  have  been   hourly  bufy, 
for  fome  days  paft,  with  this,   and   fome  other 
things ;  and  I  wanted  fome  very  neceffiiry  papers, 
which   the   fecretary  was  to  give  me,    and  the 
pamphlet   muft  not  be  publifhed  without  them  ; 
but  they  are  all  bufy  too.    Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  is 
chairman  of  the  committee  for  drawing  up  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation  to  the 
Queen,  where  all  the  wrong  fteps  of  the  allies, 
and  the  late  miniftry  about  the  war,  will  be  men- 
tioned.    The  fecretary,  I  fuppofe,   was    helping 
him  about  it  to-day  ;  I  believe  it  will  be  a  pep- 
perer. 

21.  I  have  been   fix  hours  to-day,  morning, 
writing  nineteen  pages  of  a  letter  to  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  about  forming  a  fociety  or  academy,    to 
con-eft  and  fix  the  Englifh  language.     Is  Englifh 
a  fpee<  h,  or  a  language  ?  It  will  not  be  above  five 
or  iix  more.     I  will  fend  it  him  to-morrow,  and 

i  will 
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*rill  print  it,  if  he  defires  me  *.  I  dined,  you 
know,  with  our  fociety  to-day  ;  Thurfday  is  our 
day.  We  had  a  new  member  admitted  ;  it  was 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  We  were  thirteen  met : 
Brother  Orrnond  was  not  there  ;  but  fent  his  ex- 
cule,  that  Prince  Eugene  dined  with  him.  I  left 
them  at  feven,  being  engaged  to  go  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Hanmer,  who  defired  I  would  fee  him  at 
that  hour.  His  bufinefs  was,  that  I  would  f 
hoen  Ibp  ihainm  itaoi  dsroanws  ubpl  tohne  sroe 
xjporaenlie  p  not  las  toi  qobn,  which  I  conlented 
to  do ;  but  do  not  know  whether  I  {hall  fucceed, 
becaufe  it  is  a  little  out  of  my  way  :  However  I 
have  taken  my  {hare. 

22.  I  finilhed  the  reft  of  my  letter  to  Lord 
Treafurer  to-day,  and  fent  it  to  him  about  one 
o'clock ;  and  then  dined  privately  with  my  friend 
Mr  Lewis,  to  talk  over  fome  affairs  of  moment. 
I  have  gotten  the  I3th  volume  of  Rymer's  Collec- 
tion of  the  Records  of  the  Tower  for  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Dublin  t.  I  will  write  to  the  Provoft,  to 
know  how  I  lhall  fend  them  to  him  ;  no,  I  won't, 
for  I  will  bring  them  my  (elf  among  my  own 
•books.  I  was  with  Hanmer  this  morning,  and 
there  was  the  Secretary,  and  Chancellor  of  the 
of  the  Exchequer  |j,  very  bufy  with  him,  laying 
VOL.  XIV.  P  their 

*  It  is  printed  in  his  works. 

•f  Thus  decyphered,  "  help  him  to  draw  np  the  reprcfen- 
tation."" 

$  Se«  a  letter  from  Ladj-  Elizabeth  Germain  to  Dr  Swift, 
dated  Korember  7,  1734.  and' note. 

|  Robert  Btnfon,  Ef<y  afterwards  created  Lord  Kinsley, 
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their  heads  together  about  the  reprefentatioa* 
I  went  to  Lord  Maiharn's  to-night  |,  and  Lady 
Madia  in  made  me  read  her  a  pretty  twopenny 
pamphlet,  "called  the  St  Alban's  Gtioft  ||.  I 
thought  1  had  writ  it  myfelf ;  fo  did  they  ;  but  I 
did  not.  Lord  Treasurer  came  down  to  us  from 
the  Queen,  and  we  ilayed  till  two  o'clock.  This 
is  the  bell  night  place  I  have.  The  ufual  com- 
pany are  Lord  and  Lady  Maiham,  Lord  Treafu- 
rer,  Dr  Arbuthnot,  and  I ;  fometimes  the  Se- 
cretary §t  and  fometimes  Mrs  Hill  of  the  bed- 
chamber, Lady  Mafham's  iifter. 

23.  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  this  laft  day, 
nor  do  I  know  where  I  fhall  dine.  1  hear  the 
Secretary  is  a  little  out  of  order  ;  perhaps  I  may 
dine  there,  perhaps  not.  I  fent  Hanmer  what 
he  wanted  from  me.  I  know  not  how  he  will 
approve  of  it.  I  was  to  do  more  of  the  fame  fort. 
On  Tuefday  it  will  be  four  weeks  fmce  I  had  your 
laft,  No.  26.  This  day  fe'nnight  I  expert  one, 
for  that  will  be  fomething  more  than  a  full 
month.  Farewell. 

£  It.  (hould  be  laft  night,  for  this  appears  to  have  been  writ- 
ten after  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

||  The  title  is,  The  Story  of  ±1  Alban's  Ghoft,  or,  Tlie  Appa- 
rition of  Mother  Haggy,  collected  from  the  bcft  manufcripts. 

£   Mr  St  John. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XC. 
THE    SAME. 


Feb.  23,  1711-12. 

AFTER  having  difpolcd  my  h:t  le.rer  in 
the  pott-office,  I  aai  now  to  begin  this, 
with  telling  you,  that  I  dined  with  the  fecretary 
to-day,  who  is  much  out  of  order  with  a  cold, 
and  feverifh  ;  yet  he  went  with  the  Cabinet 
Council  to-night  at  fix,  againft  ray  will.  The 
fecretary  is  much  the  greateft  commoner  in  Eng- 
land, and  turns  the  whole  Parliament,  who  can 
do  nothing  without  him  ;  and  if  he  lives,  and  has 
health,  will,  1  believe,  be  one  day  at  the  head  of 
affairs.  I  have  told  him  fometimes,  that  if  I  were 
a  dozen  years  younger,  I  would  cultivate  his  fa- 
vour, and  truft  my  fortune  with  his.  But  what 
care  you  for  all  this  ?  I  am  forry,  when  I  came 
firft  acquainted  with  this  miniftry,  that  I  did  not 
fend  you  their  names  and  characters,  and  then 
you  would  have  relifhed  what  I  would  have  writ, 
efpecially  if  I  had  let  you  into  the  particulars  of 
affairs  :  But  enough  of  this. 

24.  I  went  early  this  morning  to  the  fecretary, 
who  is  not  yet  well.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  came  while  I 
was  there,  and  he  would  not  let  me  ftir  ;  fo  I  did 
not  go  to  church,  but  v/as  bufy  with  them  till 
noon,  about  the  affair  1  told  you  in  my  laft.  The 
Pa 
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other  two  went  away,  and  I  dined  with  the  fe- 
cretary,  and  found  my  head  very  much  out  of 
order,  but  no  abfolute  fit ;  and  I  have  not  been 
well  all  this  day.  It  has  fhook  me  a  little.  I 
fometimes  fit  up  very  late  at  Lord  Maiham's,  and 
have  writ  much  for  feveral  days  paft  :  But  I  will 
amend  both  ;  for  I  have  now  very  little  bufinefs, 
and  hope  I  {hall  have  no  more.  I  am  refolved  to 
be  a  great  rider  this  Summer  in  Ireland.  I  was  to- 
fee  Mr  Wefley  this  evening,  who  has  been  fome- 
what  better  for  this  month  paft,  and  talks  of  re- 
turning to  Bath  in  a  few  weeks.  Our  peace  goes 
on  but  flowly ;  the  Dutch  are  playing  tricks,  and 
we  do  not  pufh  it  as  ftrongly  as  we  ought.  The 
fault  of  our  Court  is  delay,  of  which  the  Queen 
has  a  great  deal ,  and  Lord  Treafurer  is  not  with- 
out his  fhare.  But  pray  let  us  know  a  little  of 
your  1'fe  and  converfation.  Do  you  play  at  om- 
bre, or  vifit  the  Dean,  and  Goody  Walls's,  and 
Stoyte's,  and  Manley's,  as  ufual  ?  I  muft  have  a 
letter  from  you.  Let  me  know  what  you  do  ?  Is 
my  aunt  alive  yet  ?  Oh1,  pray,  now  I  think  of  it,, 
be  fo  kind  to  ftep  to  my  aunt,  and  take  notice  of 
my  great-grand-father's  picture  •,  you  know  he 
has  a  ring  on  his  finger,  with  a  feal  of  an  anchor 
and  dolphin  about  it;  but  I  think  there  is,  befides, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  picture,  the  fame  coat  of 
arms  quartered  with  another,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
was  my  great-grand-mother's.  If  this  be  fo,  it 
is  a  ftronger  argument  than  the  feal.  And  pray 
fee  whether  you  think  that  coat  of  arms  was 

drawn 
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drawn  at  the  fame  time  with  the  picture,  or  vhe- 
ther  it  be  of  a  later  hand  ;  and  aflc  my  aunt  what 
Ihe  knows  about  it.  But  perhaps  there  is  no  fuch 
coat  of  arms  on  the  picture,  and  I  only  dreamed 
it.  My  reafon  is,  becaufe  I  would  afk  fome  he- 
rald here,  whether  I  fliould  chufe  that  coat,  or 
one  in  Guillim's  large  folio  of  heraldry,  where 
my  uncle  Godwin  is  named  with  another  coat  of 
arms,  of  three  ftags.  This  is  fad  fluff  to  write. 

25.  I  was  this  morning  again  with  the  fecreta- 
ry,  and  we  were  two  hours  bufy  ;  and  then  went 
together  to  the  Park;  Hyde  Park,  I  mean  ;  and 
h:  walked  to  cure  his  cold,  and  we  were  looking 
at  two  Arabian  horfes,  fent  fome  time  ago  to 
Lord  Treafurer.  The  Duke  of  Maryborough's 
coach  overtook  us,  with  his  Grace,  and  Lord 
Godolphin  in  it  j  but  they  did  not  fee  us,  to  our 
great  fatisfaclion  ;  for  neither  of  us  defired  that 
either  of  thofe  two  Lords  fhould  fee  us  together. 
There  was  half  a  doz^n  ladies  riding  like  cavaliers 
to  take  the  air.  My  head  is  better  to-day.  I 
dined  with  the  fecretary  ;  but  we  did  no  buiinefs 
after  dinner,  and  at  fix,  I  walked  into  the  fields  ; 
and  then  I  went  to  vifit  Percival  and  his  family, 
whom  I  had  (een  but  once,  fince  they  came  to 
town.  They  are  going  to  Bath  next  month. 
Countefs  Doll  of  Meath  *  is  fuch  an  owl,  that 
;ver  I.vifit,  people  are  afking  me>  whether 
P  3  I 

*  «  Dorothr,  daughter  to  Jarces  Stopford,  Efq ;  and  fecond 
'  w-tfc  of  Edward  Brabazon,  Earl  of  Meath,  who  died  aad  Fc- 
'  bruary  i;cS,  wlthou: 
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I  know  fuch  an  Irifh  Lady,  and  her  figure,  and 
her  foppery  ?  I  Came  home  early,  and  have  been 
amufing  myfelf  with  looking  into  one  of  the  vo- 
lumes of  Rymer's  Records  of  the  Tower,  and  am 
mighty  eafy"  to  think  I  have  no  urgent  bufinefs 
upon  my  hands.  My  third  cold  is  not  yet  off; 
fometimes  I  cough,  and  am  not  right  with  it  in 
the  morning.  Did  I  tell  you,  that  I  believe  it  is 
Lady  Mafham's  hot  rooms  that  gave  it  me  ?  I 
never  knew  fuch  a  ftove ;  and  in  my  confcience, 
I  believe  both  my  Lord  and  fhe,  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  Mr  Secretary,  and  myfelf,  have  all  fuffer- 
ed  by  it.  We  have  all  had  colds  together,  but  I 
walk  home  on  foot. 

26.  I  was  again  bufy  with,  the  fecretary.  We 
read  over  fome  papers,  and  did  a  good  deal 
of  bufinefs.  1  dined  with  him,  and  we  were 
to  do  more  bufinefs  after  dinner  ;  but  after 
dinner,  is  after  dinner  ;  an  old  faying,  and  a 
true,  much  drinking,  little  thinking.  We  had 
company  with  us,  and  nothing  could  be  done.  I 
am  to  go  there  to-morrow.  I  have  now  nothing 
to  do  ;  and  the  Parliament,  by  the  Queen's  re- 
commendation, is  to  take  fome  method  for  pre- 
venting libels,  &c.  which  will  include  pamphlets, 
I  fuppofe.  I  do  not  know  what  method  they  will 
take,  but  it  comes  on  in  a  day  or  two.  To-day, 
in  the  morning,  I  vifited  upwards  ;  firft  I  faw  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  below  {lairs,  and  gave  him  joy 
of  his  being  declared  General  in  Flanders ;  then 
I  Went  up  one  pair  of  ftairs,  and  fat  with  the 
Duchefs  j  then  I  went  up  another  pair  of  flairs, 

'  and 
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and  paid  a  vifit  to  Lady  Betty  ;  and  defired  her 
woman  to  go  up  to  the  garret,  that  I  might  pafs 
half  an  hour  with  her  ;  but  (he  was  young  and 
handfome,  and  would  not.  The  Duke  is  our 
prefident  this  week,  and  I  have  befpoke  a  fmall 
dinner  on  purpofe,  for  good  example. 

27.  I  was  again  with  the  fecretary  this  morn- 
ing ;  but  we  only  read  over  fome  papers  with  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer  :  Then  I  called  at  Lord  Trea- 
furer's  ;  it  was  his  levee-day,  but  I  went  up  to  his 
bed-chamber,  and  faid  what  I  had  to  fay.  I  came 
down,  and  peeped  in  at  the  chamber,  where  a 
a  hundred  fools  were  waiting,  and  two  ftreets 
were  full  of  coaches.  I  dined  in  the  city  with  my 
printer*,  and  came  back  at  fix  to-LordTrea- 
furer,  who  had  invited  me  to  dinner,  but  I  re- 
fufed  him.  I  fat  there  an  hour  or  two,  and  then 
went  to  Lord  Mafham's.  They  were  all  abroad  ; 
fo  truly  I  came  home,  and  read  whatever  fluff 
was  next  me.  I  can  fit  and  be  idle  now,  which 
1  have  not  been  above  a  year  paft.  However,  I 
will  ftay  out  the  Seffion,  or  fee  if  they  have  any 
farther  commands  for  me,  and  that,  I  fuppofe, 
will  end  in  April.  But  I  may  go  fomewhat  before, 
for  I  hope  all  will  be  ended  by  then,  and  we  fhall 
have  either  a  certain  peace,  or  a  certain  war.  The 
miniftry  is  continuing  new  funds  for  money  by 
lotteries  ;  and  \ve  go  on  as  if  the  war  were  to 
continue  ;  but  1  believe  it  will  not. 

28.  I 

*  This  printer  was  John  Barber,  afterwards  Alderir.an,  and 
Lcrd  Mayor  of  London. 
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28.  I  have  been  packing  up  fome  books  in  a 
great  box  I  have  bought,  and  muft  buy  another 
for  cloaths  and  iuggage.     This  is  a  beginning  to- 
wards a  removal.  I  have  fent  to  Holland  for  a  do- 
zen fhirts,  and  defign  to  buy  another  new  gown 
and  hat.    I  have  writ  this  night  to  the  Provoft. 
Our  focicty  met  to-day  as  ufual,    and  we  were 
fourteen,  befides  the  Earl  of  Arran,  whom  his 
brother,  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  brought  among  us 
againft  all  order.  We  were  mightily  {hocked  ;  but 
after  fome  whifpers,  it  ended   in   chilling  Lord 
Arran  one  of  our  fociety  ;  which  I  oppofed  to  his 
face,  but  it  was  carried  by  all  the  reft  againft  me. 

29.  This  is  Leap  year,  and  this  is  Leap  day  ; 
Prince  George  was  born  on  this  day.    People  are 
miftaken  •,  and  fome   here  think  it  is  St  David's 
day,  but  they  do  not  underftand  the  virtue  of  Leap 
year.    I  have  nothing  to  do  now,  boys,  and  have 
been   reading  all  this  day  like  grumdragon  ;  and 
yet  I  was  dictating  fome  trifles  this  morning  to  a 
printer.     I  dined  with  a  friend  hard  by,  and  the 
weather  was  fo  difcov.nging,  I  could  not  walk. 
I  came  home  early,  and  have  read  two  hundred 
pages  of  Arian  *.     Alexander  the  Great   is  juft 
dead.     I  do  not  think  he  was  poifoned  :  Betwixt 
you  and  me,  all  thofe  are  but  idle  ftories.     It  is 
certain,  that  neither  Ptolomy,  nor  Ariftobulus, 
thought  fo,  and  they  were  both  with   him  when 
he  died.     It  is  a  pity  we  have  not  their  hiftories. 

The 

*  '  The  Greek  Hiftorian,  who  writ  the  Life  of  Alexander 
'  the  Great.' 
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The  bill  for  limiting  members  of  parliament  to 
have  but  fo  many  places,  paft  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  will  pafs  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  fpitc 
of  the  miniftry  ;  which  you  know  is  a  great  lef- 
fening  of  the  Queen's  power.  Four  of  the  new 
Lords  voted  againft  the  Court,  in  this  point.  It  is 
certainly  a  good  bill,  in  the  reign  of  an  ill  Prince  ; 
but  I  think  things  are  not  fettled  enough  for  it 
at  prefent,  and  the  Court  may  want  a  majority  at 
a  pinch. 

March  i.  I  went  into  the  city,  to  enquire 
after  poor  Stratford,  who  has  put  himfelf  a 
prifoner  into  the  Queen's-Bench,  for  which  his 
friends  blame  him  very  much,  becaufe  his  credi- 
tors defigned  to  be  very  eafy  with  him.  He 
grafped  at  two  many  things  together,  and  that 
was  his  ruin.  There  is  one  circumftance  relative 
to  Lieutenant  General  Meredith,  that  is  very 
melancholy  :  Meredith  was  turned  out  of  all  his 
employments  laft  year,  and  had  about  io,cocl. 
left  to  live  on.  Stratford,  upon  friendfhip,  de- 
fired  he  might  have  the  management  of  it  for 
Meredith,  to  put  it  into  the  funds  and  ftocks  for 
the  beft  advantage  ;  and  now  he  has  loft  it  all. 
You  have  heard  me  often  talk  of  Stratford  ;  we 
were  glafs  fellows,  at  fchool,  and  univerfity.  I 
dined  with  fome  merchants,  his  friends,  to-day, 
and  they  faid  they  expected  his  breaking  this 
good  while.  I  gave  him  notice  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  while  it  was  a  fecret,  of  which  he  might 
have  made  good  ufe,,  but  that  helped  to  ruin 
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him  j  for  he  gave  money,  reckoning  there  would 
be  actually  a  peace  for  this  time,  and  confequent- 
ly  ftocks  to  rife  high.  Ford  narrowly  efcaped 
lofing  500!.  by  him,  and  fo  did  I  too. 

2.  Morning.  I  was  wakened  at  three  this 
morning,  my  man  and  the  people  of  the  houfe 
telling  me  of  a  great  fire  in  the  Hay-market.  I 
flept  again  ;  and  two  hours  after,  my  man  came 
in  again,  and  told  ine  it  was  my  poor  brother  Sir 
William  Windham's  *  houfe  that  is  burned  f  ; 
and  that  two  maids,  leaping  out  of  an  upper  room 
to  avoid  the  fire,  fell  both  on  their  heads,  one  of 
them  upon  the  iron-fpikes  before  the  door,  and 
both  lay  dead  in  the  ftreets.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  fome  careleffhefs  of  one  or  both  thofe 
maids.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  was  there,  help- 
ing to  put  out  the  fire.  Brotl«*r  Windham  gave 
6oool.  but  a  few  months  ago  for  that  houfe,  as 
he  told  me,  and  it  was  very  richly  furnifhed.  I 
fliall  know  more  particulars  at  night.  He  mar- 
ried Lady  Catharine  Seymour,  the  Duke  of 
Somerfet's  daughter  ;  you  know  her,  I  believe. 

At  night.  Sir  William  Windham's  young 
child  efcaped  very  narrowly  ; ,  Lady  Catharine 
efcaped  barefoot  j  they  all  went  to  Northum- 
berland 

*  Windham  was  a  brother  of  the  fociety. 

f  It  is  not  much  to  Swift's  credit,  that  he  went  quietly  to 
deep,  after  he  had  been  told  there  was  a  great  fire  in  the  Hay- 
Market,  where  he  knew  a  friend  had  a  houfe  and  family  ;  yet, 
he  had  a  quick  and  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  calamities  of  others. 
See  his  letter  to  Mrs  Dingley,  of  November  15,  and  December 
18,  i;iz. 
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berland  houfe.  Mr  Bridges  houfe  at  next  door 
h  damaged  much,  and  was  like  to  be  burned. 
"Windham  has  loft  above  io,oool.  by  this  acci- 
dent ;  his  Lady,  above  loool.  worth  of  cloaths. 
He  was  not  at  Court  to-day.  I  dined  with  Lord 
Mafliam.  The  Queen  was  not  at  church. 

3.  Pray  tell  Walls,  that  I  fpoke  to  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  and  Mr  Southwell  about  his  friend's 
affair,  who  I  find  needeth  not  me  for  a  fo- 
licitor  ;  for  they  both  told  me  the  thing  would 
be  done.  I  likewife  mentioned  his  own  affair 
to  Mr  Southwell,  and  I  hope  that  will  be  done 
too ;  for  Southwell  feems  to  think  it  reaibna- 
b:e,  and  I  will  mind  him  of  it  again.  Tell  him 
this  nakedly.  You  need  not  know  the  parti- 
culars. They  are  lecreis ;  one  of  them  is  about 
Mrs  South  having  a  peniion  ;  the  other  about 
his  faiary  from  the  gowrunienr,  for  the  tythes  of 
the  park,  that  lies  in  his  pariih,  to  be  put  upon 
the  eftablifhment.  I  dined  in  the  city  with  my 
printer,  with  whom  I  had  fome  fmall  affair.  I 
have  no  large  work  on  my  hands  now.  I  was 
with  Lord  Treafurer  this  morning  ;  and  dined 
with  the  Dean.  Monday  is  pai  ion's  holiday. 

,  4.  I  fat  to-day  with  poor  Mrs  Wefley,  who 
made  me  dine  with  her.  She  is  much  better 
than  die  was.  I  heartily  pray  for  her  health, 
and  out  of  the  entire  love  I  bear  to  her  worthy 
hufband.  This  day  hath  paifed  very  infignificant- 
ly.  But  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  me  now,  that 
I  can  come  home  and  read,  and  have  nothing 

upon 
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upon  my  hands  to  write.  I  was  at  Lord  Ma- 
•fham's  to-night,  and  ftayed  there  till  one.  Lord 
Treafurer  was  there  ;  but  I  thought  he  looked 
melancholy,  juft  as  he  did  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion,  and  he  was  not  fo  merry  as  ufual.  In 
fhort,  the  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is  a 
very  weak  one.  He  has  much  ado,  to  keep  it 
up  >  and  he  is  not  able  to  make  thofe  removes 
he  would,  and  oblige  his  friends  ;  and  1  doubt, 
too,  he  does  not  take  care  enough  about  it,  or 
rather  cannot  do  all  himfelf,  and  will  not  employ 
others,  which  is  his  great  fault,  as  I  have  often 
told  you. 

5.  I  wifh  you  a  merry  Lent.  I  hate  Lent,  I 
hate  different  diets,  and  furmity  and  butter,  and 
herb  porridge  ;  and  the  four  devout  faces  of 
people,  who  only  put  on  religion  for  feven  weeks. 
I  was  at  the  fecretary's  office  this  morning  ;  and 
there  a  gentleman  brought  me  two  letters,  elated 
laft  October  ;  one  from  the  bi'fhop  of  Clogher, 
the  other  from  "Walls.  The  gentleman  is  called 
Colonel  Newburgh.  I  think  you  mentioned  him 
to  me  fome  time  ago.  He  has  buiinefs  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  I  will  do  him  what  fcrvice  I 
can.  The  reprefentation  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons is  printed  :  I  have  not  feen  it  yet  -,  it  is 
plaguy  fevere,  they  fay.  I  dined  with  Dr  Ar- 
but  mot,  and  had  a  true  Lenten  dinner,  not  in 
point  of  victuals,  but  fpleen  ;  for  his  wife  and  a 
child  or  two  were  flck  in  the  houfe,  and  that 
was  full  as  mortifying  as  iiih.  We  have  had 
i  mighty 
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mighty  fine  cold  froity  weather  for  fome  days 
paft.  I  hope  you  take  the  advantage  of  it,  and 
walk  now  and  then.  You  never  anfwer  that 
part  of  my  letters,  where  I  defire  you  to  walk. 
I  muft  keep  my  breath,  to  cool  nay  Lenten  por- 
ridge. 

6.  I  hear  Mr  Prior  has  fuffered  by  Stratford's 
breaking.  I  was  yefterday  to  fee  Prior,  who  is 
not  well,  and  I  thought  he  looked  melancholy. 
He  can  ill  afford  to  lofe  money.  I  walked  be- 
fore dinner  in  the  Mall,  a  good  while,  with  Lord 
Arran  and  Lord  Dupplin,  two  of  my  brothers  ; 
and  then  we  went  to  dinner,  where  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort  was  our  prefident.  We  were  but 
eleven  to-day. 

We  are  now  in  all  nine  Lords,  and  ten  Com- 
moners. The  Duke  of  Beaufort  had  the  confi- 
dence to  propole  his  brother-in-law,  the  Earl  of 
Darby,  to  be  a  member;  but  I  oppofed  it  fo  warm- 
ly, that  it  was  waved.  Darby  is  not  above  twen- 
ty, and  we  will  have  no  more  boys,  and  we  want 
but  two  to  make  up  our  number.  I  ftayed  till 
eight,  and  then  we  all  went  away  foberly.  The 
Duke  of  Ormond's  treat  laft  week  coft  20!. 
though  it  was  only  four  difhes,  and  four  with- 
out a  defert ;  and  I  befpoke  it  in  order  to  be 
cheap,  yet  I  could  not  prevail  to  change  the 
the  houfe.  Lord  Mafham  made  me  go  home 
with  him,  to  eat  boiled  oyfters.  Take  oyfters, 
wafh  them  clean  ;  that  is,  wafh  their  {hells 
clean  ;  then  put  your  oyfters  into  an  earthen 
VOL.  XIV.  Q^  pot, 
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pot,  with  their  hollow  fides  down,  then  put  this 
pot  covered  into  a  great  kettle  with  water,  and 
fo  let  them  boil.  Your  oyfters  are  boiled  thus 
in  their  own  liqour,  and  not  mixed  with  water. 
Lord  Treafurer  was  not  with  us  ;  he  was  very 
ill  to-day  with  a  fwimming  in  the  head,  and  is 
gone  to  be  cupped,  and  fent  to  defirc  Lady  Ma- 
fham  to  excufe  him  to  the  Queen. 

7.  I  was  to-day  at  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  about 
a  friend's  bill.    Then  I  crofs'd  the  water  at  Weft- 
minfter  ftairs  to  Southwark,  went   through  St 
George's  Fields  to  the  luint,  which  is  the  domi- 
nion of  the   King's   Bench  prifon,  where  Strat- 
ford lodges  in  a  blind  alley,  and  writ  to  me  to 
come  to  him,  but  he  was  gone  to  the  Change.     I 
thought  he  had  fomething  to  fay  to  me  about  his 
own  aftliirs.     I  found  him  at  his  ufual  coffee- 
houfe,  and  went  to  his  old  lodgings,  and  dined 
with  him   and    his    wife,    and   other   company. 
His  bufinefs  was  only  to  defire  I  would  intercede 
with  the  miniftry  about  his  brother-in-law,  Ben- 
jamin   Burton,  of  Dublin,  the    banker,  who   is 
like    to  come    into    trouble,  as    we  hear,  about 
fpreading  falfe  Whiggiih   news.     Mrs  Stratford 
tells  me,  her  hufband's  creditors  have  confented 
to  give  him  liberty  to  get  up  his  debts  abroad  ; 
and  Ihe  hopes  he  will  p.iy   them  all.     He   was 
chearfuller  than  I  have  feen  him  this  great  while. 
I  have  walked  much  to-day. 

8.  This  day  twelve   months   Mr  Harley  was 
(tabbed  *.     He  is  ill,  and  takes  phyfic  to-day,  I 

hear, 

*  See  the  next  letter,  and  note  on  paragraph  dated  13. 
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hear,  ('tis  now  morning)  and  cannot  have  the 
Cabinet  Council  with  him.  as  he  intended,  nor 
me  to  fay  grace.  I  am  going  to  fee  him.  Pray 
read  the  rcprefentation,  it  is  the  fineft  that  erer 
was  writ.  Some  of  it  is  my  ftile  ;  but  not  very 
much.  This  is  the  day  of  the  Qurren's  acceffion 
to  the  Crown,  fo  that  it  is  a  great  day.  I  am 
going  to  Court,  and  will  dine  with  Lord  Ma- 
{ham  ;  but  I  muft  go  this  moment  to  the  fccre- 
tary,  about  fonoe  bufinds  ;  fo  I  will  feal  up  this, 
and  put  it  in  the  poft.  FarewelL 


LETTER      XCL 
THE      SAME. 

JL&u/ztt,  ftfarcb  8,  1711-12. 

I  CARRIED  my  fbrty-iecond  letter  hi  my  poc- 
ket till  evening,  and  then  put  it  in  the  ge- 
neral-poft.  I  went  in  the  morning  to  ice  Lord 
Treafurer,  who  had  taken  phyfic,  and  was  drink- 
ing his  broth.  I  had  been  with  the  fecrstary  be- 
fore, to  recommend  a  friend,  one  Dr  Friend, 
to  be  phyucian-generil ;  and  the  fecretary  pro- 
mlfed  to  mention  it  to  the  Queen.  I  can  ferve 
every  body  but  mvfelf.  Then  I  went  to  Court, 
and  carried  Lord  Keeper  and  the  Secretary  to 
dine  with  Lord  Mafham,  when  we  drank  the 
Queen  aad  Lord  Treafurer  with  every  health, 
becaufe  this  was  the  day  of  his  tabbing.  Then 
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I  went  and  played  at  piquet  with  Lady  Mafham 
and  Mrs  Hill ;  won  ten  fhillings,  gave  a  crowa 
to  the  box,  and  came  home.  Did  I  tell  you  of 
a  race  of  rakes,  called  the  Mohocks,  that  play  the 
devil  about  this  town  every  night,  flit  people's 
nofes,  and  beat  them  ? 

9.  I  was   at   Court  to-day,  and  nobody  invit- 
ed  me  to  dinner,  except   one  or  two,  whom  I 
did  not  care  to  'dine  with  ;  fo  I   dined  with  Mrs 
Vanhomrigh.     Young   Davenant  was  telling  ur, 
how  he  was  fet  upon  by  the  Mohocks,  and  how 
they  ran  his  chair  through  with  a  fword.     It  is 
not   fafe   being  in   the  ftreets  at  night.     The  bi- 
fhop  of  Salifbury's  fon  *  is  faid  to  be  of  the  gang. 
They  are  all  Whigs.      A  great  Lady  fent  tojne, 
to  fpeak  to  her  father,  and  to   Lord  Treafurer, 
to  have  a  care  of  them,  and  to  be  careful  like- 
wife  of   myfelf;  for  (he   heard  they  had  mali- 
cious intentions  againft  the  miniilry,  and  their 
friends.     I  know  not  whether  there  be  any  thing 
in  this,  though  others  are  of  the  fume  opinion. 
The  weather  ftill  continues  very  fair,  and  frbfty. 
I   walked  in  the  Park  this   evening,    and   came 
home  early,  to  avoid  the  Mohocks.     Lord  Trea- 
furer is  better. 

10.  I  went  this  morning  again  to  Lord  Trea- 
furer, who  is  quite   recovered  ;  and  I  flayed  till 
he  went  out.     I  dined  with  a  friend  in  the  city, 
about  a  little   bufinefs   of  printing  ;  but  not  my 

own. 

»  «  Thomas  then  at  the  Temple,  afterwards  conful  at  Li/ton, 
4  and  at  laft  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  King's  Bench.' 
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own.  You  muft  buy  a  fmall  two-penny  pam- 
phlet, called,  "  Law  is  a  Bottom!cfs  Pit  *."  It 
is  very  prettily  written,  and  there  will  be  a  fecond 
part.  The  Commons  are  very  flow  in  bringing 
in  their  bill  to  limit  the  prefs,  and  the  pamphle- 
teers make  good  ufe  of  their  time ;  for  there 
come  out  three  or  four  every  day. 

11.  Lord  Treafurer-has  lent  the  long  letter  I 
writ  him,  to  Prior  f ;  and  I  can't  get  Prior  to  re- 
turn it.     I  want  to  have  it  printed,  and  to  make 
up  this  academy  for  the  improvement  of  our  lan- 
guage.    1  dined  privately  with  my  friend  Lewis, 
and  then  went  to  fee  Ned  Southwell,  and  talked 
with  him,  about  Walls'  bufinefs  and  Mrs  South's. 
The  latter  will  be  done  j  but  his  own  not.  South- 
well tells  me,  that  it  muft  be  laid  before  Lord 
Treafurer,  and  the  nature  of  it  explained,  and  a 
great  deal   of  clutter,    which  is  not  worth  the 
while  ;  and  may  be  Lord  Treafurer  won't  do  it 
at  laft;  and  it  is,  as  Walls  fays  himfelf,  not  above 
forty  {hillings  a-year  difference. 

1 2.  There  is  the  devil  and  all  to  do  with  thefe 
Mohocks.      Grubftreet   papers   about   them   fly 
like  lightning,  and  a  lift  printed  of  near  eighty 
put  into  feveral  prifons,  and  all  a  lie ;  and  1  be- 
gin almoft  to   think  there  is  no  truth,  or  very 
little,  in  the  whole  ftory.     He  that  abufed  Da- 
venant,  was  a  drunken  gentleman,  none  of  that 

0^3  gang- 

*  Or,  "  The  Hiftpry  of  John  Bull,"  written  by  Dr  Arbutb— 
nott,  but  printed  with  Swift's  works. 
|  Concerning  the  Englifa  language. 
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gang.  My  man  tells  me,  that  one  of  the  lodgers 
heard  in  a  coffee-houfe,  publicly,  that  one  de- 
fign  of  the  Mohocks  was  upon  me,  if  they  could 
catch  me  ;  and,  though  I  believe  nothing  of  it, 
I  forbear  walking  late,  and  they  have  put  me  to 
the  charge  of  fome  /hillings  already.  I  dined  to- 
day with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  two  gentlemen  of 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland  ;  yet  very  polite  men. 
I  fat  there  till  nine,  and  then  went  to  Lord  Ma- 
fham's,  where  Lord  Treafurer  followed  me,  and 
we  fat  till  twelve  ;  and  I  came  home  in  a  chair, 
for  fear  of  the  Mohocks  ;  and  I  have  given  him 
warning  of  it  too.  Little  Harrifon,  whom  I 
fent  to  Holland,  is  now  actually  made  Queen's 
fecretary  at  the  Hague.  It  will  be  in  the  Ga- 
zette to-morrow.  It  is  worth  One  thoufand  two 
hundred  pounds  a-year  *. 

Here  is  a  young  fellow,  who  has  writ  fomc 
fc:i- eclogues,  poems  of  mermen,  refembling  pa- 
Corals  of  fhepherds,  and  they  are  very  pretty. 
The  thought  is  new  ;  mermen  are  he-mermaids, 
tritons,  natives  of  the  fea.  Do  you  underftand 
me  ?  I  think  to  recommend  him  to  our  fociety 
to-morrow.  His  name  is  Diaper  f.  P —  on 
him  !  I  muft  do  ibmething  for  him,  and  get 
him  out  of  the  way.  I  hate  to  have  any  new 
wits  rife  ;  but,  when  they  do  rife,  I  would  en- 
courage 

*  Sec  a  letter  from  this  Gentleman  to  the  Dean,  dated  De- 
cember 1 6,  1712. 

f  John  Diaper,  educated  at  E-IIol  College,  Oxford, 
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courage  them :  They  tread  on  our  beds,  and 
thruft  us  off  the  ftage. 

13.  You  would  laugh  to  fee  our  printer  con- 
ftandy  attending  our  ibciety  after  'dinner,  and 
bringing  us  whatever  new  thing  he  has  printed, 
which  he  feldom  fails  to  do.  Lord  Lanfdown, 
one  of  our  fociety,  was  offended  at  a  paltfage  in 
this  day's  Examiner,  which,  he  thinks,  reflects 
on  him,  as  I  believe  it  does,  though  in  a  mighty 
civil  way.  It  is  only  that  *  his  underlings  cheat ; 
but  that  he  is  a  very  fine  gentleman  every  way,  &c. 

Lord 

*  InthcExamicer,  VoL  III.  No.  15,  from  Tndoay  March  6, 
to  Todaay  March  13,  1711,  was  poblilbed  the  folio* ing  let- 
ter, addreffed  to  the  Examiner: 

S  I  R, 

ef  the  adverfc  party,  that  yon  fcem  to  hare  wanted  either 
time  or  dilpoution,  to  take  notice  of  thoie  among  your  own  ! 
which,  though  not  fo  flagrant,  or  unirerfal,  do  daily  produce 
very  pernicious  consequences.  I  know  a  certain  pciiba  ia  em- 
ployment, who,  oeudes  the  firmneis  of  bis  principles,  in  re- 
fpea  to  the  prdent  proceedings  of  the  Coart,  is  a  mzn  of  nn- 
donbted  honour  and  virtue,  of  admirable  feofc  and  learning 
and  every  way  qualified  for  the  execution  of  any  office.  I  am 
comrlaced,  as  much  as  it  is  poffibk  to  be  of  any  troth,  that  no 
bribe  vhaUoever  can  corrupt  his  integrity,  or  fway  him  in 
the  leaft  to  acl  againft  his  opinion  ;  being  juft  acd  liberal  in  his 
nature,  and  cafy  in  his  fortune  :  Yet  fo  it  happens,  that  thecc 
are  no  where  greater  or  gro&r  abnfes,  no  where  mere  bribery 
and  oppreffion,  than  what  are  pracbled  by  thofe  who  arc  em- 
ployed under  him.  The  word  of  it  is,  that  tbde  mHchiefs  ace 
die  accidental  efie£U  of  this  petibn's  good  qualities,  whole  fi>»- 
rit  being  aborc  any  fordid  aims  of  his  own,  can  nerer  be  brought 
to  fufpca  them  in  thole,  whom  he  hath  thought  fit  to  tmft. 

: .  • 
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Lord  Orrery  was  prefident  to-day  ;  but  both  our 
Dukes  were  abfent.  Brother  Windham  recom- 
mended Diaper  to  the  fociety.  1  believe  we  {hall 
make  a  contribution  among  ourfelves,  which  I 
don't  like.  Lord  Treafurer  has  yet  done  no- 
thing for  us ;  but  we  (hall  try  him  foon.  The 
company  parted  early,  but  Friend,  and  Prior, 
and  f,  fat  a-while  longer,  and  reformed  the  ftate, 
and  found  fault  with  the  miniftry.  Prior  hates 
his  commiffion  of  the  cuftoms,  becaufe  it  fpoils 
his  wit.  He  foys  he  dreams  of  nothing  but  coc- 
kets  and  dockets,  and  draw-backs,  and  other 
jargon  words  of  the  cuftom-houfe.  Our-  good 
weather  went  away  yefterday,  and  the  nights  are 
now  dark,  and  I  came  home  before  ten. 

14.  I 

This  candid  difpofition  not  only  unqualifies  him  from  fnfpeft- 
ing  any  abufes  in  his  officers  ;  but  likewiie  from  admitting  or 
believing  whatever  complaints  are  made  againft  them.  By  this 
means,  the  public  is  wholly  disappointed  of  all 'the  good  effete 
it  might  hope,  from  a  worthy  man  being  in  employment.  The 
chief  underlings,  by  oppreffing  not  only  thofe,  who  apply  to 
them  for  bufmefs,  but  their  own  inferiors  in  office,  grow  to 
much  greater  riches  than  their  matter;  and  it  U  an  aggravation, 
that  fince  the  public  muft  be  defrauded,  the  profit  fhould  accrue 
to  thofe  who  leafl  deferve  it.  I  hope  all  thofe  who  are  in  high 
ftation,  if  tl  ey  chance  to  read  this  paper,  will  from  hence  take 
the  hint,  to  examine,  amongft  their  dependents,  by  what  means 
fome  of  them  have  come,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  to  fuch  prodigious 
wealth  !  and  thereupon  proceed  to  punifh  thofe  crimes,  from 
which  themfelves  are  fo  exempt.  I  therefore  defire  you  will 
be  pleafcd  to  print  this  letter  in  your  next  paper,  if  you  think 
it  deferves  that  honour,  and  give  the  public  and  me  your  opinion 
in  the  matter. 

I  am,  with  much  refpeft,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant. 
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14.  I  have  been  plagued  this  morning  with 
folicitors,  and  with  nobody  more  than  my  bro- 
ther Dr  Friend,  who  mull  needs  have  me  get 
old  Dr  Laurence,  the  phyfician -general,  turned 
out,  and  himfclf  in.  He  has  argued  with  me 
fo  long  upon  the  reafonablenefs  of  it,  that  I  am 
fully  convinced  it  is  very  unreafonable  ;  and  fo  I 
would  tell  the  fecretary,  if  I  had  not  already 
made  him  fpeak  to  tn"e  Queen.  BefTdes,  I  know 
not  but  my  friend,  Dr  Arbuthnott,  would  be 
content  to  have  it  himfelf,  and  I  love  him  tea 
times  better  than  Friend.  What's  all  this  to 
you  ?  but  I  muft  talk  of  things  as  they  happen 
in  the  day,  whether  you  know  any  thing  of  them, 
or  not.  I  dined  in  the  city,  and,  coming  back, 
one  parfon  Richardfon  *,  of  Ireland,  overtook 
me.  He  was  here  laft  Summer,  upon  a  project 
of  converting  the  Irifh,  and  printing  Bibles,  &c. 
in  that  language,  and  is  now  returned  to  pur- 

fue 

*  John  Richardfon,  a  clergyman  of  Ireland,  wh-%  in  1711, 
pnbliihed  at  Dublin,  in  quarto,  "  A  propofal  for  the  Convcr- 
Gon  of  the  Popifb  Natives  of  Ireland,  to~the  Eftabliflied  Religion: 
\Vi:h  the  Reafoos  upon  which  it  is  grounded,  and  an  Anfwcr 
to  the  Objections  made  to  it."  And  in  1713,  he  publilhed,  at 
London,  in  oclavo,  "  A  ihort  Hiftory  of  the  Attempts  that 
have  been  made,  to  convert  the  Popifti  Xatives  of  Ireland  to 
the  Eftablifted  Religion  :  With  a  propofal  for  their  Conic  '.ion, 
and  a  Vindication  of  Atchbiihop  Uiher's  Opinion  concerning 
the  Performance  of  Divine  Offices,  to  them,  in  their  own  lan- 
guage. The  fccond  Edition,  with  Additions." — In  the  title- 
page,  the  author  ftiles  himfelf  Rector  of  Annalt,  a&at  tJelturbet, 
in  the  diocefe  of  Kilmore  in  Ireland,  and  Chaplain  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  and  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Clogher. 
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fue  it.  He  tells  me,  Dr  Coghill  came  lift  night 
to  town.  I  will  fend  to  fee  how  he  does  to- 
morrow. 

15.  I  had  intended  to  be  early  with  the  fecre- 
tary  this  morning,  when  my  man  admitted  up- 
ftairs,  one  Mr  Newcomb,  an  officer,  who  brought 
me  a  letter  from  the  bifhop  of  Clogher,  with 
four  lines  added  by  Mrs  Afhe,  all  about  that 
Newcomb.  I  think,  indeed,  his  cafe  is  hard ; 
but  God  knows  whether  I  (hall  be  able  to  do 
him  any  fervice.  People  will  not  underftand  ; 
I  am  a  very  good  fecond,  but  I  care  not  to  be- 
gin a  recommendation,  unlefs  it  be  for  an  in- 
timate friend.  However,  I  will  do  what  I  can. 
I  miffed  the  fecretary,  and  then  walked  to  Chel- 
fea,  to  dine  with  the  dean  of  Chrift-church  *, 
who  was  engaged  to  Lord  Orrery,  with  fome 
other  Chrift-church  men.  He  made  me  go  with 
him,  whether  I  would  or  no ;  for  they  have,  this 
long  time,  admitted  me  a  Chrift-church  man. 
Lord  Orrery,  generally  every  Winter,  gives  his 
ol.l  acquaintance  of  that  college  a  dinner.  There 
were  nine  clergymen  at  table,  and  four  laymen. 
The  dean  and  I  foon  left  them  ;  and,  after  a  vifit 
or  two,  I  went  to  Lord  Mafham's  ;  and  Lord 
Treafurer,  Arbuthnott,  and  I,  fat  till  twelve.  I 
caaie  home  a-foot,  but  had  my  man  with  me. 
Lord  Treafurer  advifed  me  not  to  go  in  a  chair, 
becaufe  the  Mohocks  infult  chairs,  more  than 

they 

•j-  Dr   Francis  Atterbury,  who  was  promoted  to  that  dcanry 
in  September  ijil,  on  the  deatli  of  Dr  Henry  Aldrich. 
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they  do  thofe  on  foot.  They  think  there  is  Tome 
mifchievous  deiign  in  thofe  villains,  Several  of 
them,  Lord  Treasurer  told  me,  are  actually  ta- 
ken up.  I  heard  at  dinner,  that  one  of  them 
was  killed  lafl  night.  \\  e  lhall  know  more  in  a 
little  time. 

1 6.  This  morning,  at  the   fecretary's,   I  met 
Gen.  Rofs,  and  recommended  Newcomb's  caie  to 
him,  who  promifes  to  join  me  in  working  up  the 
Duke    of  Ormond  to    do   fomething   for   iiim. 
Lord  "Winchelfea   told  me  to-day  at  Court,  tnat 
two  of  the  Mohocks  caught  a  maid  of  old  Lady 
Winchelfea's,  at  the  door  of  their  houfe  in  the 
Park,  with  a  candle,  as  (he  had  juft  lighted  out 
fomebody.     They  cut  her  face,    and   beat  her 
wimout   any   provocation.       I   hear   my   friend 
Lewis  has  got  a  Mohock  in  one  of  the  meiien- 
ger's  hands.     The  Queen  \vas  at  church  to-day, 
but  was  carried  in  an  open  chair.     She  has  ^oc 
an  ugly  cough,  as  Arbuthnott  her  phylkian  lays. 
I  dined  with  Crow,  late  governor  of  iJarbadoes  ; 
an   acquaintance  of  Sterne's.     After  dinner,    I 
alked  him,  whether  he    had   heard   ot  Sterne  ? 
Here  he  is,  faid  he,  at  the   door  in   a  coach ; 
and  in  came  Sterne.    He  has  been  here  this  week. 
He  is  buying  a  captain£bip,  in  his  coufin  Sterne's 
regimeut.     He    told  me,   he  left  Jemmy   Le%h 
playing  at   cards  with  you.     He  is  to  give  eignt 
hundred  guineas  for  his  commiffion. 

1 7.  Dr  Sacheverel  came  this  morning,  to  give 
me  thanks  for  getting  his  brother  an  employment. 

It 
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It  was  but  fix  or  fevcn  weeks  fince  I  fpoke  to 
Lord  Treafurer  for  him.  Sacheverel  brought 
Trap  *  along  with  him.  We  dined  together  at 
my  printer's,  and  I  fat  with  them  till  feven.  I 
little  thought,  and  I  believe  fo  did  he,  that  ever 
I  fhould  be  his  folicitor  to  the  prefent  miniftry, 
when  I  left  Ireland.  This  is  the  feventh  I  have 
now  provided  for  fince  I  came,  and  can  do  no- 
thing for  myfelf.  I  don't  care>  5  I  fhall  have  mi- 
niftries,  and  other  people,  obliged  to  me.  Trap 
is  a  coxcomb,  and  the  other  is  not  very  deep  ; 
and  their  judgment,  in  things  of  wit  and  fenfe, 
is  miraculous.  The  fecond  part  of  Law  is  a 
Bottomlefs  Pity  is  juft  now  printed,  and  better,  I 
think,  than  the  firft. 

18.  There  is  a  proclamation  out  againft  the 
Mohocks.  One  of  thofe  that  are  taken,  is  a 
baronet.  I  dined  with  poor  Mrs  Wefley,  who 
is  returning  to  the  Bath.  I  walked  this  evening 
in  the  Park,  and  met  Prior,  who  made  me  go 
home  with  him,  where  I  ftayed  till  part  twelve, 
and  could  not  get  a  coach,  and  was  alone,  and 
was  afraid  enough  of  the  Mohocks.  I  will  do  fo 
no  more,  though  I  got  home  fafe.  Prior  and  I 
were  talking  difcontentedly  of  fome  managements, 
that  no  more  people  are  turned  out,  which  gets 
Lord  Treafurer  many  enemies  ;  but  whether 
i  the 

*  "  Jofeph  Trap,  M.  A.  then  proftflur  of  poetry  in  the 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  He  had  publifhed  there,  in  1711,  the 
firft  volume  of  his  Prxlcftiims  Poeticx,  with  a  dedication  to  Mi- 
Secretary  S^:  John." 
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the  fault  be  in  him,  or  the  Queen,  I  know  not ; 
I  doubt  in  both.  I  wilt  you  good  luck  at  ombre 
with  the  dean. 

19.  Newcomb  came  to  me  this  morning,  and 
I  went  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  fpeak  for  him  ; 
but  the  Duke  was  juft  going  out  to  take  the 
oaths  for  General.  The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury 
is  to  be  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  I  walked 
with  Domville  and  Ford  to  Kenfington,  where 
we  dined,  and  it  coft  me  above  a  crown.  I 
don't  like  it,  as  my  man  faid.  I  faw  there  Lord 
Mafham's  children.  The  youngeft,  my  nephew, 
I  fear  has  got  the  king's  evil  j  the  other  two 
are  daughters  of  three  and  four  years  old.  It 
•was  very  windy  walking.  The  gardens  there  are 
mighty  fine.  I  palTed  the  evening  at  Lord  Ma- 
iham's,  with  Lord  Treafurer  and  Arbuthnott,  as 
ufual,  and  we  ftaid  till  paft  one ;  but  I  had  my 
man  to  come  with  me,  and  at  home  I  found 
three  letters  ;  one  from  one  Fetherfton,  a  par- 
fon,  with  a  poftfcript  of  Tindall's  to  recommend 
him.  And  Fetherfon,  whom  I  never  faw,  has 
been  fo  kind  as  to  give  me  a  letter  of  attorney, 
.over  a  debt  for  him:  Another  from  Lord 
Abercorn,  to  get  him  the  dukedom  of  Chatelle- 
raut  from  the  king  of  France ;  in  which  I  will 
do  what  I  can,  for  his  pretenlions  are  very  juft : 
The  third  from  you.  It  is  a  great  air  this  of 
getting  a  dukedom  from  the  king  of  France; 
but  it  is  only  to  fpeak  to  the  fecretary,  and  get 
the  Duke  of  Orinond  to  engage  in  it,  and  men- 
VOL.  XIV.  R  tiou 
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tion  the  cafe  to  Lord  Treafurer,  Sec.  and  this  I 
ihall  do. 

20.  I  was   with   the   Duke   of  Ormond    this 
morning,  about  Lord  Abercorn,  Dr  Friend,  and 
Newcomb  ;  fome  will   do,  and  fome  will  not  do. 
The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  is  certainly  to  be  your 
governor.     I   will  go  in  a  day  or  two,  and  give 
the  Duchefsjoy,  and  recommend  the  Archbiihop 
of  Dublin  to  her.    I  writ  to  the  Archbiihop  fome 
months  ago,  that  it  would  be  fo  ;  and  told  him, 
I  would  fpeak  a  good  word  for  him  to  the  Du- 
chefs  ;  and  he  fays  he  has  a  great  refpecl:  for  her, 
£:c.     I  made  our  focicty  change  their  houfe,  and 
we  met  to-day  at  the  Star  and  Garter  in  the  Pall- 
mall.     Lord   Arran  was   prefident.     The  other 
dog  was  fo  extravagant  in  his  bills,  that,  for  four 
difhes,  and  four,  iirft  and  fecond  courfe,  with- 
out wine  or  defcrt,  he  charged  twenty-one  pounds, 
fix  ihillings,  and  eightpence,  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond.   We  defign,  when  all  have  been  prefi  dents 
this  turn,  to  turn  it  into  a  reckoning  of  fo  much 
a  head  j  but  we  ihall  break  up  when  the  Seffion 
ends. 

21.  I  am  not  Dean  of  Wells,  nor  know  any 
think  of  being  fo  ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  in  the 
ftory  ;  and  that's  enough.    It  was  not  Roper  fent 
that  news  ;  Roper  is   my  humble  flave.     I  will 
bring  over  all  the  little  papers  I  can  think  on.     I 
thought  I  fent  you  by  Leigh,  all  that  were  good 
at  tlvfit  time.     The  author  of  the  Sea  Eclogues 
fent  books  to  the  fociety  yefterday,  and  we  gave 

him 
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him  guineas  a-piece  ;  and  may  be,  will  do  further 
for  him.  So  the  biftiop  of  Clogher,  and  lad/, 
vrere  your  guefts  for  a  night  or  two.  The  Sefiion, 
I  doubt,  will  not  be  over  till  the  end  of  April  j 
however,  I  fliall  not  wait  for  it,  if  the  miniitry 
will  let  me  go  fooner.  I  wifh  I  were  juft  now  in 
my  little  garden  at  Laracor.  I  would  fet  out  for 
Dublin,  and  bring  you  an  account  of  my  young 
trees.  I  will  do  what  you  defire  me  for  Tifdall, 
when  I  next  fee  Lord  Anglefey. 


LETTER       XCIL. 

TO    MRS    DING  LEY. 

London,  March  22,  I/II-I2. 

UGLY,  nafty  weather.  I  dined  with  a 
friend,  and  went  to  fee  Lord  Treasurer; 
but  he  had  people  with  him  I  did  not  know ;  fo 
I  went  to  Lady  Malham,  and  lofr  a  crown  with 
her  at  piquet,  and  then  fat  with  Lord  Mafliam, 
and  Lord  Treafurer,  &c.  till  paft  one  ;  but  I  had 
my  man  with  me  to  come  home.  Our  Mohocks 
are  all  vaniflied  ;  however,  I  fhall  take  care  of 
my  perfon. 

23.  I  was  this  morning,  before  church,  with 
the  fecretary,  about  Lord  Abercorn's  buunefs,  and 
fome  others  ;  my  foliciting  feafon  is  come,  and 
will  laft  as  long  as  the  Seffion.  I  went  late  to 
Court,  and  the  company  was  almoft  gone.  The 
R  2  Court 
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Court  ferves  me  for  a  coffee-houfe ;  once  a  week 
I  meet  an  acquaintance  there,  that  I  fhould  not 
otherwife  fee  in  n  quarter.  There  is  a  flying  re- 
port, that  the  French  have  offered  a  cefTation  of 
arms,  and  to  give  us  Dunkirk,  and  the  Dutch 
Namure,  for  fecurity,  till  the  peace  is  made.  The 
Duke  of  Ormond,  they  fay,  goes  in  a  week. 
Abundance  of  his  equipage  is  already  gone.  His 
friends  are  afraid  the  expence  of  this  employment 
will  ruin  him,  fince  he  muft  lofe  the  government 
of  Ireland.  I  dined  privately  with  a  friend,  and 
refufed  all  dinners  offered  me  at  Court ;  which, 
however,  were  but  two,  and  I  did  not  like  either. 
Did  I  tell  you  of  a  fcoundrel  about  the  Court, 
that  fells  employments  to  ignorant  people,  and 
cheats  them  of  their  money  ?  He  lately  made  a 
bargain  for  the  vice-chamberlain's  place,  for  feven. 
thoufand  pounds,  and  had  received  feme  guineas 
earneft  ;  but  the  whole  thing  was  difcovered  the 
other  day,  and  examinations  taken  of  it  by  Lord 
Dartmouth,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  fwinged.  The 
vice-chamberlain  told  me  feveral  particulars  of  it 
laft  night,  at  Lord  Malham's. 

24.  This  morning  I  recommended  Newcomb 
again  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  left  Dick 
Stewart  to  do  it  farther.  Then  I  went  to  vifit  the 
Duchefs  of  Hamilton,  who  was  not  awake.  So 
I  went  to  the  Duchefs  of  Shrewfbury,  and  fat  an 
hour  at  her  toilet.  1  talked  to  her  about  the 
Duke's  being  Lord  Lieutenant.  She  faid  fhe 
knew  nothing  of  it ;  but  I  rallied  her  out  of  that, 

and 
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and  (he  refolves  not  to  ftay  behind  the  Duke.  I 
intend  to  recommend  the  bifhop  of  Clogher  to 
her  for  an  acquaintance.  He  will  like  her  very 
well :  She  is,  indeed,  a  moft  agreeable  woman, 
and  a  great  favourite  of  mine.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther the  ladies  in  Ireland  will  like  her.  I  was  at 
the  Court  of  Requefts,  to  get  fome  Lords  to  be  at 
a  committee  to-morrow,  about  a  friend's  bill : 
And  then  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  gave  me  a  poem, 
finely  bound,  in  folio,  printed  at  Stamford,  and 
writ  by  a  country  'fquire.  Lord  Exeter  defired- 
the  Duke  to  give  it  to  the  Queen,  becaufe  the 
author  is  his  friend ;  but  the  Duke  defired  I 
•would  let  him  know  whether  it  was  good  for  any 
thing.  I  brought  it  home,  and  will  return  it  to- 
morrow, as  the  dulled  thing  I  ever  read;  and 
aclvifc  the  Duke  not  to  prefent  h.  I  dined  with 
Dornville,  at  his  lodgings,  by  invitation.  He  goes 
in  a  few  days  for  Ireland. 

25.  There  is  a  mighty  feaft  at  a  Tory  Sheriff's 
to-day,  in  the  city ;  twelve  hundred  difhes  of 
meat.  About  five  Lords,  and  fcveral  hundred 
Gentlemen  will  be  there,  and  give  four  or  five 
guineas  a-piece,  according  to  cuftom.  Dr  Cog- 
hill  and  I  dined,  by  invitation,  at  Mrs  Van's  *. 
It  has  rained  or  mizzled  all  day,  as  my  pockets 
feeL  There  are  two  new  Anfwers  come  out  to 
*fhe  CondttS  cftbe  AiRes.  The  laft  year's  Exami- 
ners, printed  together  in  a  fmall  volume,  go  off 
but  flowly.  The  printer  overprinted  himfelf  by 
R  3  ar: 

- 
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at  leaft  a  thoufand ;  fo  foon  out  of  fafhion  are 
party-papers,  however  fo  well  writ.  The  Medleys 
are  coming  out  in  the  fame  volume,  and  perhaps 
may  fell  better.  Our  news  about  a  ceflation  of 
arms  begins  to  fly,  and  1  have  not  thefe  three  days 
feen  any  body  in  bufinefs,  to  alk  them  about  it. 
We  had  a  terrible  fire  laft  night,  in  Drury- 
lane,  or  thereabouts,  and  three  or  four  people 
deftroyed.  One  of  the  maids  of  honour  has  the 
fmall-pox,  but  the  beft  is,  fhe  can  lofe  no  beauty  j 
and  we  have  one  new  handfome  maid  of  honour. 
26.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  on  Sunday  laft, 
about  feven  at  night,  it  lightned  above  fifty  times 
as  I  walked  the  Mall,  which  I  think  is  extraordi- 
nary at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  weather 
was  very  hot.  Had  you  any  thing  of  this  in 
Dublin  ?  I  intended  to  dine  with  Lord  Treafurer 
to-day,  but  Lord  Manfel,  and' Mr  Lewis,  made 
me  dine  with  them  at  Kit  Mufgrave's.  Now  you 
don't  know  who  Kit  Mufgravc  *  is.  The  news 
of  the  French  defiring  a  ceflation  of  arms,  &c. 
was  but  town-talk.  We  fhall  know  in  a  few 
days,  as  I  am  told,  whether  there  will  be  a  peace 
or  no.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  will  go  in  a  week 
for  Flanders,  they  fay.  Our  Mohocks  go  on  ftill, 
and  cut  people's  faces  every  night ;  but  they  flian't 
cut  mine.  I  like  it  better  as  it  is.  The  dogs  will 
coft  me  at  leaft  a  crown  a  week  in  chairs.  I  be- 
lieve the  fouls  of  your  houghers  of  cattle  have 
got  into  them,  and  now  they  don't  diftinguilh  be- 
tween 

*  Chriftopher  Mu%rave,  E/b;  clak  of  the  onlnance. 
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tween  a  cow  and  a  Chriftian.  I  ought  to  wifh 
you,  yefterday,  a  happy  new-year.  You  know 
the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  is  the  firft  day  of  the 
year,  and  now  you  mult  leave  off  cards,  and  put 
out  your  fire.  I'll  put  out  mine,  the  firft  of 
April,  cold  or  not  cold.  I  believe  I  lhall  lofe  ere* 
dit  with  you,  by  not  coming  over  at  the  beginning 
of  April  •,  but  I  hoped  this  Seffions  would  be  end- 
ed, and  I  mull  ftay  till  then  ;  yet  I  would  fain  be 
at  the  beginning  of  my  willows  growing.  Perci- 
val  tells  me,  that  the  quickfets  upon  the  flat  in  the 
garden,  do  not  grow  fo  well  as  thofe  famous  ones 
on  the  ditch.  They  want  digging  about  them. 
The  cherry-trees,  by  the  river  fide,  my  heart  is 
fet  upon, 

27.  Society  day,  you  know :  I  fuppofe  Dr  Ar- 
buthnott  was  prefident.  His  dinner  was  drefled 
in  the  Queen's  kitchen,  was  mighty  fine.  We 
eat  it  at  Uzlnda's  corfee-houfe,  juft  by  St  James's. 
We  were  never  merrier,  nor  better  company,  and 
did  not  part  till  after  eleven.  I  did  not  fummons 
Lord  Lanfdown :  He  and  I  are  fallen  out.  There 
was  fomething  in  an  Examiner  *  a  fortnight  ago, 
that,  he  thought,  reflected  on  the  abules  in  his 
office,  (he  is  iecretary  at  war),  and  he  writ  to  the 
lecretary,  that  he  heard  I  had  inferted  that  para- 
graph. This  I  refented  highly,  that  he  fhould 
complain  of  me  before  he  Ipoke  to  me.  I  fent 
him  a  peppering  letter,  and  would  not  fumnxm 
him  by  a  note,  as  I  did  the  reft ;  nor  ever  will 

"  have 

*  Tjat  of  March  13,  1711.  mentioned  in  a  former  note. 
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have  any  thing  to  fay  to  him,  till  he  begs  my  par- 
don. J  met  Lord  Treasurer  to-day,  at  Lady 
Mafham's.  He  would  fain  have  carried  me  home 
to  dinner.  No,  no  ;  what,  upon  a  fociety-day  ! 

28.  I  was  with  my  friend  Lewis  to-day,  get- 
ting materials  for  a  little  mifchief ;  and  I  dined 
with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  taree  or  four  fellows 
I  never  faw  before.  I  left  them  at  feven,  and 
came  home,  and  have  been  writing  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin,  and  coulin  Deane,  in  anfwer 
to  one  of  his  of  four  months  ftanding,  that  I 
fpied  by  chance  among  my  papers.  Domville  is 
gouiLj  to  Ireland  ;  he  came  here  this  morning  to 
take  leave  of  me,  but  I  fliall  dine  with  him  to- 
morrow. Does  the  bilhop  of  Clogher  talk  of 
coining  for  England  this  Summer  ?  1  think  Lord 
Molefworth  told  me  fo  about  two  months  ago. 
Tiie  weather  is  bad  again  ;  rainy,  and  very  cold 
this  evening.  Do  you  know  what  the  longi- 
tude is  ?  A  projector  has  been  applying  him- 
felf  to  me,  to  recommend  him  to  the  miniftry;. 
becaufe  he  pretends  to  have  found  out  the  lon- 
gitude. However,  I  will  gravely  hear  what  he 
(ays,  and  difcover  him  a  knave,  or  a  fool. 

29-  I  am  plagued  with  a  pain  in  my  fhoulder  j 
I  believe  it  is  rheumatic  ;  I  will  do  fomething  for 
it  to-night.  Mr  Lewis  and  I  dined  with  Mr 
Domville,  to  take  our  leave  of  him.  I  drank 
three  or  four  glafles  of  champaigne  by  perfect 
teazing,  though  it  is  bad  for  my  pain;  but  if 
it  continues,  I  will  not  drink  any  wine  without 

water,. 
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water,  till  I  am  well.  The  weather  is  abomina- 
bly cold  and  wet.  I  h;ive  put  flannel  to  my 
fhoulder,  and  rubbed  it  with  Hungary  water. 
It  is  hard.  I  never  would  drink  any  wine,  if 
it  were  not  for  my  head,  and  drinking  has  given 
me  this  pain.  I  will  try  abftemioufnefs  for  a 
while.  You  muft  know  L  hate  pain,  as  the  old 
woman  faid.  My  flefh  fucks  up  Hungary  water 
rarely.  My  man  is  an  aukward  ralcal,  and 
makes  me  peevifh.  Do  you  know,  that  the 
other  day  he  was  forced  to  beg  my  pardon,  that 
he  could  not  (have  my  head,  his  hand  (hook  fo  ? 
He  is  drunk  every  day,  and  I  defign  to  turn  him 
off  as  foon  as  ever  I  get  to  Ireland. 

30.  I  was  not  able  to  go  to  church  or  Court 
to-day.     The  pain   has   left   my  fhoulder,    and 
crept  to  my  neck  and  collar-bone.     Dogs  gnaw- 
ing.    Iwent  in  a  chair  at  two,  and  dined  with 
Mrs  Van,  where  I  could  be  eafy,  and  came  back 
at  feven.    It  has  rained  terribly  hard  all  day  long, 
and  it  is  extremely  cold.     I  am  very  uneafy,  and 
have  cruel  twinges  every  moment. 

31.  April  r,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  All  thefe  days 
I  have  been  extremely  ill,  though  I  twice  craw- 
led out  a  week  ago,  though  very  weak.  .The 
pain  increafes,  with  mighty  violence,  in  my  left 
fhoulder  and  collar-bone,  and  that  fide  my  neck. 
On  Thurfday  morning  appeared  great  red  fpots, 
in  all  thofe  places  where  my  pain  was,  which  was 
fo  violent,    that  I  had  not  a   minute's  eafe,  nor 
hardly  a  minute's  fleep,  in  three  days  and  nights. 

The 
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The  fpots  increafed  every  day,  and  red  little 
pimples,  which  are  now  grown  white,  and  full 
of  corruption,  though  ftnall.  The  red  ftill  con- 
tinues too,  and  moft  prodigious  hot  and  in- 
flamed. The  difeafe  is  the  ftungles.  I  eat  no- 
thing but  water-gruel  ;  am  very  weak  ;  but  out 
of  all  violent  pain.  The  doctor  fays,  it  would 
have  ended  in  fonie  violent  difeafe,  if  it  had 
had  not  come  out  thus.  I  (hall  now  recover  fair. 
I  have  been  in  no  danger  of  life,  but  miferable 
torture.  So  adieu.  The  next  letter  will  not  be 
in  the  old  order  of  journal,  till  I  have  done  with 
phyfic. 


LETTER      XCIII. 

MR    NELSON    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

REV.  SlR,        Afo-Wednefday,  Feb.  22,  1710-11. 

I  Beg  leave  to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  infcrip- 
tion,  which  you  are  to  prepare  for  the  Earl 
of  Berkeley's  monument-  My  Lady  Dowager 
has  determined  to  have  it  in  Latin  ;  fo  that  I 
hope  vou  want  no  farther  directions  towards  the 
finifhing  of  it.  The  workman  calls  upon  me  for 
it,  which  is  the  reafon  of  this  trouble  given  you, 
by,  Rev.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

ROBERT    NELSON. 

H.  S.  E, 
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H.  S.  E. 

Carolus  comes  de  Berkeley,  vicecomes  de  Du- 
refley,  baro  Berkeley  de  caltro  de  Berkeley,  do- 
znimis  Moubray,  Segrave,  et  Bruce ;  dominus 
locum  tenens  comitatus  Gloceftriz;  civitatis  Gto- 
ceftrhe  fenefchallus  ;  guardianus  de  fbrefta  de 
Dean  ;  cuftos  romlorum  comitatus  de  Sorrey ; 
et  Reginae  Annz  a  fecrerioribus  confiliis-  Ob 
£dem  fpeclatam,  linguarum  perkiam  et  pruden- 
tiam,  a  Rege  Gulielmo  III.  legatus  et  plenipoten- 
tiams  ad  ordincs  Fcederati  Belgii  per  quinque 
annos  arduis  reipublicae  negotiis  feliciter  invigi- 
lavit.  Ob  qux  merita  ab  eodem  rege  (vivantc 
adhac  patre)  in  magnatum  numerum  adfcriptus 
et  confiliarius  a  (ecretis  fa£his  ;  et  ad  Hiberniam 
fecundus  inter  tres  ibmmos  jufticiarios  muTus ; 
denique  legatus  extraordinarius  defignatus  ad 
Turcarum  imperium  ;  et  pofrea,  regnante  Anna, 
ad  Csefarum  ablegatus ;  quae  munia  ingravefcentc 
valetadine  et  feneftute  obire  nequiit. 

Natus  Londioi,  1649. 
Obiit,  1710. 
Stalls  62. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XCIV. 

FOR    THE    REV.    DR    SWIFT,    BISHOP    OF,    OR 
DEAN    OF,    &C. 

SIR,  Vienna,  April  18,   1711. 

I  HAVE  often,  with  pleafure,  reflected  upon 
the  glorious  poffibilities  of  the  Englifli  con- 
ftitution  ;  but  1  muft  apply  to  politics  a  French 
expreflion,  appropriated  by  them  to  beauty  : 
There  is  a  (je  ne  f9ai  quoi)  amongft  us,  which 
makes  us  troublefome  with  our  learning,  difa- 
greeable  with  our  wit,  poor  with  our  wealth, 
and  infignificant  with  our  power. 

I  could  never  defpife  any  body  for  what  they 
have  not,  and  am  only  provoked  when  they  make 
not  the  right  ufe  of  what  they  have.  This  is  the 
greateft  mortification,  to  know  the  advantages 
we  have  by  art  and  nature,  and  fee  them  difap- 
pointed  by  felf-conceit  and  faction.  What  pa- 
tience could  bear  the  difappointment  of  a  good 
fcheme  by  the  October  Club  > 

I  have  with  great  uneaiinefs  received  imperfect 
accounts  of  difagreement  amongft  ourfelves.  The 
party  we  have  to  flruggle  with,  has  ftrength  e- 
nough  to  require  our  united  endeavours.  We 
fhould  not  attack  their  firm  body,  like  Hufiars. 
Let  the  victory  be  fecure,  before  we  quarrel  for 
the  fpoils  ;  let  it  be  confiJered,  whether  their 
yoke  were  eafy,  or  their  burthen  light.  What ! 
i 
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muft  there  ever  be  in  St  Stephen's  chapel,  a  ma- 
jority either  of  knaves  or  fools  ? 

But  ferioufly  I  have  long  apprehended  the  ef- 
fects of  that  univerfal  corruption,  which  has 
been  improved  with  fo  much  care,  and  has  fo 
fitted  us  for  the  tyranny  deiigned,  that  we  are 
grown,  I  fear,  infenlible  ef  flavery,  and  almoft 
unworthy  of  liberty. 

The  gentlemen,  who  give  you  no  other  fatif- 
faction  in  politics,  than  the  appearances  of  eafe 
and  mirth,  I  wUh  I  could  partake  with  them  in. 
their  good  humour  ;  but  Tock.iy  itfelf  has  no 
effedl  upon  me,  while  I  fee  affairs  fo  unsettled, 
faction  fo  ftrong,  and  credit  fo  weak ;  and  all 
fervices  abroad,  under  the  trueft  difficulties,  by- 
pall  mifcarriages,  and  prefent  want  of  money; 
but  we  are  told  here,  that  in  the  midft  of  victory, 
orders  are  given  to  found  a  parly,  I  will  not  fay 
a  retreat.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  the  churchmen, 
there  is  not  in  *  *  *. 

I  have  rid  the  refty  horfe  you  fay  they  gave 
me,  in  ploughed  lands,  till  1  have  made  him 
tame.  I  wiih  they  manage  the  dull  jades  as  well 
at  home,  and  get  them  forward  either  with  whip 
or  ipur.  I  depend  much  upon  the  three  you 
mention  ;  if  they  remember  me  with  kindnefs, 
1  am  their's,  by  two  the  ftrongeft  ties,  I  love 
them,  and  hate  their  enemies. 

Yet  you  feem  to  wifh  me  other  work.     It  is 

time  the  ftatefmen  employ  me  in  my  own  trade, 

not  their's.     If  they  have  nothing  elfe  for  me  to 

VOL.  XIV.  S  fubdue, 
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fubdue,  let  me  command  againft  that  rank  whig- 
gilh  puppet-fhew.  Thofe  junto  pigmies,  if  not 
deftroyed,  will  grow  up  to  giants.  Tell  St  John, 
he  muft  find  me  work,  in  the  old  world,  or  the 
«ew. 

I  find  Mr  Harley  forgets  to  make  mention  of 
the  moft  important  part  of  my  letter  to  him  ; 
which  was ,  to  let  him  know  that  I  expedled  im- 
mediately, for  one  Dr  Swift,  a  lean  bilhoprick,  or 
fat  deanry.  If  you  happen  to  meet  that  gentle- 
man at  dinner,  tell  him,  that  he  has  a  friend  out 
of  the  way  of  doing  him  good,  but  that  he  would, 
if  he  could,  whole  name  is  PETERBOROW, 


I,    E    T    T    E    R      XCV. 

THE   ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  jlpril  i  o ,  1711. 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your's  of  the    loth  in- 
ftant  ;  by  which   1   underftand   how   much  I 
am  obliged  to  you,  for  the  juftice  you  did  me  as 
to  the  report,  you  let  me  know  was  about  to  be 
printed  in  the  Poft-boy,  relating  to  Mr  Harley. 

I  think  there  is  no  man  in  this  kingdom,  on 
which  fuch  a  report  could  be  fixed  with  left 
colour  of  truth,  having  been  noted  for  the  parti- 
cular regard  I  have  always  had  for  him.  I  have 
fuffered  in  fome  cafes  too,  for  my  zeal  to  defend 
him  in  the  worft  of  times  ;  for  I  confefs  I  never 

could, 
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could,  with  patience,  bear  the  treatment  he  met 
wkh  in  Gregg's  afl&ir  *.  The  truth  is,  when  I 
received  the  news  of  this  laft  barbarous  attempt 
made  on  him,  I  with  indignation  infnlted  fome, 
with  whom  I  uied  to  difpute  about  the  former 
cafe ;  and  afked  them,  whether  they  would  now 
fufpect,  that  he  was  in  the  confpiracy  to  ftab 
himiHf  ?  Hie  turn  they  gave  k,  was  what  I  wrote 
to  you,  that  they  imagined  he  might  be  in  k 
potwkhfranding  that ;  and  that  his  discovering 
Guifcard,  and  preffing  fo  hard  on  the  examina- 
tion, was  the  thing  that  provoked  the  man  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  rage,  as  appeared  in  that  vil- 
lainous aft.  And  they  inftanced  the  ftory  of  Kfo 
in  Tacitus,  and  the  pafiage  of  Rufus.  I  know 
very  well,  that  they  did  not  beUei-e  themfelves  ; 
and,  amongft  other  things,  I  applied  that  pafiage 
of  Hudibras,  He  that  teats  sat  bis  trans*  &c.  f .  I 
believe  I  have  told  this  pafiage  to  fcveral,  as  an 
example  to  £hcw  into  what  aofurdkies  the  power 
of  prejudice,  malice  and  faction,  wol  lead  fome 
men,  I  hope  wkh  good  effcS;  and  added,  as 
S  2  fereral 

•  wHEam  Greigmasaa  ondei^derk  to  Sir  Sccnftarr  Harief 
ia  1708,  and  mas  detc3sd  ia  a  treasonable  ccwfpoodence. 
Wbenbemasiadtted,  b=  pleaded  «0tr  ;  whiA  «TC  ecza&a 
to  Mr  Barter's  eaennes  to  insicnia,  that  he  mas  privy  to 
Gtecs's  pradkes,  and  had,  by  affiBances  of  panfoa,  pic^ikd 
upon  bun  to  plead  {nOt*,  in  onkr  to  prerent  tbe  euaiiaatioa 
of  monefi^.  When  Gregs  was  at  le^th  czecatcd,  be  left  a 
paper  behind  him,  in  mfeidi  Mr  Harler  mas  teDr  and  paitkn- 
led. 

Bstbe  tlat  daibes  oat  bk  bnins,  . 
The  drnTs  :.-. 
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feveral  gentlemen  that  heard  me  can  witneft, 
that  it  was  a  ftrange  thing,  that  Mr  Harley 
Should  difcover  Gregg,  and  have  him  hanged, 
and  yet  be  fufpedted  to  be  partaker  of  his  crime; 
but  altogether  unaccountable,  that  in  a  caufe 
wherein  his  life  was  fo  barbaroufly  ftruck  at,  it 
was  a  thoufand  to  one  if  he  efcaped,  he  fliould  be 
{till  under  the  fufpicion  of  being  a  party  with  his 
inurtherer  ;  fo  that  I  could  never  imagine,  that 
any  one  fliould  report,  that  I  fpoke  my  own 
fenfe,  in  a  matter,  wherein  I  exprefled  fo  great 
an  abhorrence,  both  of  the  fact,  and  the  vils 
comment  made  upon  it. 

As  to  any  fpeech  at  the  meeting  of  the  clergy, 
or  any  reprimand  given  me  by  any  perfon  on  this 
account,  it  is  all,  aflure  yourfelf,  pure  invention. 

I  am  fenfible  of  the  favour  you  did  me,  ia 
preventing  the  publishing  of  fuch  a  falfe  report, 
and  am  moft  thankful  to  Mr  Secretary  St  John 
for  (topping  it.  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be 
known  to  him,  othervvife  I  would  give  him  the 
trouble  of  a  particular  acknowledgement.  As  to 
Mr  Harley,  I  have  had  the  happinefs  to  have  fome 
knowledge  of  him,  and  received  fome  obliga- 
tions from  him,  particularly  on  the  account  of 
my  Act  of  Parliament,  that  I  obtained  for  the 
reititution  of  Seatown  to  the  fee  of  Dublin.  I 
always  had  a  great  honour  for  him,  and  expected 
great  good  from  his  known  abilities,  and  zeal 
for  the  common  intereft  :  And  as  I  believe,  he 
was  the  principal  inftrument  of  fettling  thing? 
on  the  prefent  foot  ;  fo  I  believe  every  one,  that 

wifhetk 
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wifhcth  well  to  thde  kingdoms,  is  fatisfied,  that 
there  is  not  any  man,  whofe  death  would  be  a 
greater  lofs  to  the  public,  than  his.  The  ma- 
nagement of  this  parliament  has,  if  not  recon- 
ciled his  worft  enemies  to  him,  at  leaft  filenced 
them ;  and  'tis  generally  believed,  that  his  mif- 
fortune  has  much  retarded  public  afEurs. 

I  partly  can  guefs,  who  writ  the  letter  you 
mention  :  It  muft  be  one  of  two  or  three,  wliofe 
bufinefs  it  is  to  invent  a  lie,  and  throw  dirt,  ever 
fince  I  was  obliged  by  my  duty  to  call  them  to 
account  for  their  negligence  and  ill  practices; 
they  have  publiflied  and  difperfed  federal  libel- 
lous prints  againtt  me,  in  one  of  which  I  marked 
forty-three  downright  falfehoods  in  matters  of 
fact.  In  another,  it  is  true,  there  was  only  one 
fuch ;  the  whole  and  every  part  of  it,  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  being  pure  invention  and  falfc- 
hood.  But,  to  my  comfort,  they  are  defpifed  by 
all  good  men,  and  I  like  inj  fclf  nothing  lels  for 
being  the  object  of  their  hate.  You  will  excufe 
this  long  letter,  and  I  hope  I  may  by  next  apprife 
you  with  fomething  of  confequence.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  heartily  recommend  you,  &c. 

WILL.  DUBLIN. 

I  held  my  vilkation  on 
the  pth  inftant,  where  you 
were  excufed  as  abient  on 
the  public  bufinefs  of  the 
church  *. 

S  3  L  E  T  - 

*  Dr  Swift  had  then  two  Hvings  in   Ireland,  Larcc: 
eio,  both  in  the  diocefe  of  v 
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LETTER      XCVI. 

TO    THE    EARL    OF    PETERBOROW. 

MY  LORD,  May  4,   1711. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's 
letter  ;  and,  by  the  firft  lines  of  it,  have  made 
a  d;fcovery,  that  your  Lordfhip  is  come  into  the 
world  about  eighteen  hundred  years  too  late,  and 
was  born  about  half  a  dozen  degrees  too  far  to 
the  North,  to  employ  that  public  virtue  I  always 
heard  you  did  poffefs  ;  which  is  now  wholly  ufe- 
lefs,  and  which  thofe  very  few  that  have  it,  are 
forced  to  lay  aflde,  when  they  would  have  bufi- 
nefs  fucceed. 

Is  it  not  fome  comfort,  my  Lord,  that  you 
meet  with  the  fame  degeneracy  of  manners,  and 
the  fame  neglect  of  the  public,  among  the  ho- 
neft  Germans,  tho',  in  the  philofopher's  phrafe, 
differently  modified  ?  and  I  hope,  at  leaft,  we 
have  one  advantage,  to  be  more  polite  in  our 
corruptions  than  they. 

Our  divifions  run  farther  than  perhaps  your 
Lordfhip's  intelligence  hath  yet  informed  you  of; 
that  is,  a  triumvirate  of  our  friends  whom  I  have 
mentioned  to  you  :  I  have  told  them  more  than 
once,  upon  occanon,  that  all  my  hope  of  their 
fuccefs  depended  on  their  union  ;  that  I  faw 
they  loved  one  another,  and  hoped  they  would 
continue  it,  to  remove  that  fcandal  of  incon- 
ftancy  afcribed  to  court  fricndfhips.  I  am  not 
now  fo  fecure.  I  care  not  to  fay  more  on  fucli 
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a  fubject,  and  even  this  is  entre  nous.  My  credk 
is  not  of  a  fize  to  do  any  fervice  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion  :  But,  as  little  as  it  is,  I  am  fo  ill  a  politi- 
cian, that  I  will  venture  the  lofs  of  it  to  prevent 
this  mifchief ;  the  confequences  of  which  I  am 
as  good  a  judge  of  as  any  minifler  of  itate,  and 
perhaps  a  better,  becaufe  I  am  not  one. 

When  you  writ  your  letter,  you  had  not  heard 
of  Guifcard's  attempt  on  Mr  Harley :  Suppofing 
you  know  all  the  circumftances,  I  {hall  not  de- 
fcant  upon  it.  We  believe  Mr  Harley  will  fooa 
be  Treafurer,  and  be  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers ; 
and  then  we  imagine  the  Court  wiU  begin  to 
deal  out  employments,  for  which  every  October 
member  is  a  candidate  ;  and  confequently  nine  in 
ten  muft  be  difappointed,  the  effecl  of  which  we 
may  find  in  the  next  Seffion.  Mr  Harley  was 
yefterday  to  open  to  the  Houfe,  the  ways  he  has 
thought  of,  to  raife  funds  for  the  fecuring  the 
unprovided  debts  of  the  nation,  and  we  are  all 
impatient  to  know  what  his  propofals  are. 

As  to  the  imperfect  account  you  fay  you  have 
received  of  difagreemeot  among  ourfelves,  your 
Lordfhip  knows,  that  the  names  of  Whig  and 
Tory  have  quite  altered  their  meanings.  All 
who  were  for  turning  out  the  late  miniftry,  we 
now  generally  call  Tories  ;  and,  in  that  fenfe,  I 
think  it  plain,  that  there  are  among  the  Tories, 
three  different  interefts.  One  of  thofe,  I  mean 
the  miniftry,  who  agree  with  your  Lordlhip  and 
me,  in  a  fteady  management  for  purfuing  the 
true  iatereft  of  the  nation  ;  another  is,  that  of 

warmer 


ai2          D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

warmer  heads,  as  the  Oclober  Club,  and  their  ad- 
herents without  doors  ;  and  a  third  is,  I  fear, 
of  thofe  who,  as  your  Lordihip  express  it, 
would  found  a  parly,  and  who  would  make  fair 
weather  in  cafe  of  a  change,  and  fome  of  thefe 
laft  are  not  inconfiderable. 

Nothing  can  be  more  obliging  than  your  Lord- 
fhip's  remembering  to  mention  me  in  your  letters 
to  Mr  Harley  and  Mr  St  John,  when  you  are  in 
the  midft  of  fuch  great  affairs.  I  doubt  I  fhall 
want  fuch  an  advocate  as  your  Lordihip  :  For, 
I  believe,  every  man  who  has  modefty  or  merit, 
is  but  an  ill  one  for  himfelf.  I  defire  but  the 
fmalleft  of  thofe  titles  you  give  me  on  the  outfide 
of  your  letter.  My  ambition  is  to  live  in  Eng- 
land, and  with  a  competency  to  fupport  me  with 
honour.  The  miniftry  know  by  this  time  whe- 
ther I  am  worth  keeping  ;  and  it  is  eafier  to  pro- 
vide for  ten  men  in  the  church,  than  one  in  a 
civil  employment. 

But  I  renounce  England  and  deanries,  without 
a  promife  from  your  Lordihip,  under  your  own 
hand  and  feal,  that  I  lhall  have  liberty  to  attend 
you  whenever  I  pleafe.  I  forefee  we  fliall  have  a 
peace  next  year,  by  the  fame  fagacity  that  I  have 
often  forefeen  when  1  was  young.  I  muft  leave 
the  town  in  a  week,  becaufe  my  money  is  gone, 
and  I  can  borrow  no  more.  Peace  will  bring 
your  Lordiliip  home  ;  and  we  muft  have  you  to 
adorn  your  country,  when  you  fhall  be  no  longer 
wanted  to  defend  it.  I  am, 

MY  LORD,  &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XCVH. 

TO    MR    SECRETARY    STJOHH*. 

S  I  R,  CMfta^  Maj  ii,  i7ir. 

BJ  convinced,  by  certain  ominous  pro- 
gnoftks,  that  my  life  is  coo  fliort  to  permit 
me  the  honour  of  ever  dining  another  Saturday 
with  Sir  Simon  Hzrcourt,  knight,  or  Robert  Har- 
ley  Efq;  I  beg  I  may  take  the  laft  farewell  of  thofe 
two  gentlemen  to-morrow.  I  made  this  requeft 
on  Saturday  laft,  unfortunately  after  you  were 
gone;  and  they,  like  great  ftatefmen,  pretended 
they  could  do  nothing  in  it  without  your  con- 
fent ;  particularly,  my  Lord-Keeper,  as  a  lawyer, 
railed  innumerable  difficulties,  although  I  fub- 
mitted  to  allow  yon  an  hour's  whifpering  before 
dinner,  and  an  hour  after.  My  Lord  Rivers 
would  not  offer  one  word  in  my  behalf,  pretend- 
ing he  himfelf  was  but  a  tolerated  perfon.  The 
Keeper  alledged  you  could  do  nothing  but  when 
all  three  were  capifularly  met,  as  if  you  could 
never  open  bat  like  a  parifh-cheft,  with  the  three 
keys  together.  It  grieves  me  to  fee  the  prefent 
minittry  dins  confederated  to  pull  down  my  great 
fpirit.  Pray,  Sir,  find  an  expedient.  Finding  ex- 
pedients, is  the  bafinels  of  Secretaries  of  ftate.  I 
win  yield  to  any  reafonable  conditions,  not  below 
my  dignity.  I  will  not  find  fault  with  the  vic- 

«  Afterords  Lord  Boliosbroke. 
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tuals ;  I  will  reftore  the  water-glafs  that  I  ftole, 
and  folicit  for  my  Lord-Keeper's  falary.  And, 
Sir,  to  (hew  you  I  am  not  a  perfon  to  be  fafely 
injured,  if  you  dare  refufe  me  juftice  in  this 
point,  I  will  appear  before  you  in  a  pudding- 
fleeve  gown,  1  will  difparage  your  fnuff,  write 
a  lampoon  upon  Nably  Car,  dine  with  you  upon 
a  foreign  poft-day  ;  nay,  I  will  read  verfes  in 
your  prefence,  until  you  fnatch  them  out  of  my 
hands.  Therefore,  pray,  Sir,  take  pity  upon  me 
and  yourfelf ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great 
refpecl, 

Sir, 

-   Your  moft  obedient,  and 

moft  humble  fervant. 


LETTER      XCV1II. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  ,     Dublin,   May  15,  1711. 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your'softhe  loth  in- 
ftant,  by  the  laft  pacquets  ;  and  cannot  re- 
turn you  fufficient  acknowledgment,  for  your  kind 
and  prudent  management  of  that  affair,  fo  much 
to  my  advantage.  I  confefs  that  I  did  not  much 
fear,  that  fuch  a  vile  report  would  do  me  any 
great  injury  with  Mr  Haiiey  ;  for  I  was  perfuad- 
ed  he  is  too  wife,  to  believe  fuch  an  incredible 
(lory.  But  the  publilhing  it  to  the  world,  might 

have 
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liave  influenced  fome  to  my  difadvantage  ;  and 
no  man  can  be  well  pleafed,  to  be  the  fubjedt  of 
a  libel,  though  it  often  happens  to  be  the  fate  o£ 
honeft  men. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  will  hear  of  an  unlucky 
cor.teft  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  about  their  mayor. 
You  may  remember,  (I  think,  whilft  you  were 
here,  that  is,  in  1709),  Alderman  Conftantine, 
by  a  cabal,  for  fo  I  muft  call  it,  loft  his  election  ; 
and  a  junior  alderman,  one  Forreft,  was  elected 
mayor  for  the  enfuing  year.  Conftantine  peti- 
tioned the  Council  Board,  not  to  approve  the 
election  ;  for  you  muft  know,  by  the  new  rules, 
iettled  in  purfuance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  For 
the  better  regulation  of  corporations,  their  chief 
officers  muft  be  approved  of  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  after  they  are  elected,  before  they  can 
enter  into  any  of  their  refpective  offices  ;  and,  if 
not  approved  of  in  ten  days,  the  corporation  that 
chofe  them,  muft  go  to  a  new  election.  Now, 
Alderman  Conftantine,  upon  the  corporation's 
return  of  Forreft,  complained  of  it  as  wrong,  and 
defired  to  be  heard  by  counfel ;  but  my  Lord 
"Wharton,  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  would  not  ad- 
mit of  it.  'I  his  paft  on  to  the  year  1710,  and 
then  the  prefcnt  mayor  was  cholen,  Alderman 
Eccles,  another  junior  Alderman  ;  and  this  year, 
one  Alderman  Barlow,  a  taylor,  another  junior. 
Conftantine  finding  the  government  altered,  fup- 
pofed  he  fhould  have  more  favour,  and  petitions 
again  of  the  wrong  done  him.  The  city  replied, 

and 
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and  we  had  two  long  hearings.  The  matter  de- 
pended on  an  old  bye-law,  made  about  the  i2th 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  by  which  the  aldermen,  ac- 
cording to  their  ancientry,  are  required  to  keep 
their  mayoralty,  notwithftanding  any  licences  or 
orders  to  the  contrary.  Several  difpenfations, 
and  inftances  of  contrary  practices,  were  produ- 
ced ;  but  with  afnlvo,  that  the  law  of  fucceffion. 
fliould  ftand  good  •,  and  fome  alderman,  as  ap- 
peared, had  been  disfianchifed,  for  not  fubmitting 
to  it,  and  holding  their  mayoralty.  On  the  con- 
trary it  was  urged,  that  this  rale  was  made  in  a 
time  when  the  mayoralty  was  looked  upon  as  a 
great  burthen,  and  the  fenior  aldermen  got  licen- 
ces from  ferving  it,  and,  by  faction  and  intereft, 
got  it  put  on  thejufiior  and  poorer;  and  moft  of 
the  alderman  were  then  Papifts,  and  being  obli- 
ged, on  accepting  the  office,  to  take  the  oath  of 
fupremacy,  and  come  to  church,  they  declined 
it :  But  the  cafe  was  now  altered,  and  moft  were 
ambitious  of  it;  and  a  rule  or  bye-law,  that  im- 
pofed  it  as  a  duty  and  burthen,  muft  be  under- 
ftood  to  oblige  them  to  take  it,  but  could  not 
oblige  the  electors  to  put  it  on  them  ;  that  it  was 
often  difpenfed  with,  and,  as  alleclged,  altogether 
abrogated  by  the  new  rules,  that  took  the  election 
out  of  the  city,  where  the  charter  places  it,  and 
gave  it  to  the  aldermen  only  ;  that  lince  thofe 
rules,  which  were  mcide  in  1672,  the  elections  have 
been  in  another  manner, .and,  in  about  thirty-fix 
mayors,  eight  or  nine  were  junior  aldermen.  On 

the 
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the  whole,  the  matter  feetned  to  me,  to  hang  on 
a  moft  flender  point :  And  being  Archbiftiop  of 
Dublin,  I  thought  I  was  obliged  to  be  for  the 
city  ;  but  the  majority  was  for  the  bye-law,  and 
difapproved  Alderman  Barlow,  who  was  return- 
ed for  mayor.  I  did  foreiee,  that  this  would  be- 
get ill  blood,  and  did  not  think  it  for  my  Lord 
Duke  of  Ormond's  intereft,  to  clafh  with  the 
city ;  and  I  went  to  feveral  of  his  Grace's  friends, 
whom  I  muft  truft  before  the  debate  in  council, 
and  defired  them  to  confider  the  matter,  and  laid 
the  inconveniency  I  apprehended  before  them ; 
and  defired  them  to  take  notice,  that  I  had  warn- 
ed them  ;  but  they  told  me,  that  they  did  not 
forefee  any  hurt  it  would  be  to  his  Grace.  And 
I  pray  God  it  may  not ;  though  I  am  afraid  it 
may  give  him  fome  trouble. 

The  citizens  have  taken  it  heinoufly  ;  and,  as  I 
hear,  met  to-day,  and,  in  common  council,  re- 
pealed the  bye-law,  and  have  chofen  Alderman 
Barlow  again.  1  think  them  wrong  in  both ; 
and  a  declaration  of  enmity  againft  the  Council 
and  Government,  which  feud  is  eafier  begun  than 
laid.  It  is  certain  the  Council  muft  difapprove 
their  choice,  it  being  againft  the  new  rules,  as 
well  as  good  manners :  And  what  other  fteps  will 
be  made  to  correct  them,  I  cannot  fay  ;  whereas, 
it  they  had  appointed  a  committee,  to  view  and 
report  what  old  obfolete  bye-laws  were  become 
inconvenient,  and  repealed  this  among  the  reft, 
it  would  not  have  given  offence  ;  and  if  they  had 
chofen  another  inftead  of  Barlow,  1  believe  he 
VOL.  XIV.  T  would 
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would  have  been  approved,  and  there  had  been 
an  end  of  the  conteft. 

You  muft  know  this  is  made  a  party  affair,  as 
Conftantine  fets  up  for  a  high-churchman,  which 
I  never  heard  he  did  before  :  But  this  is  an  in- 
conveniency  in  parties,  that  whoever  has  a  private 
quarrel,  and  finds  himfelf  too  weak,  he  immedi- 
ately becomes  a  zealous  partizan,  and  makes  his 
private  a  public  quarrel. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  ungrateful,  nor  perhaps 
altogether  ufelefs  to  you,  to  know  the  truth  of 
this  matter,  for  I  imagine  it  will  be  talked  of. 

I  believe  the  generality  of  the  citizens  and  gen- 
tlemen of  Ireland,  are  looked  on  as  friends  to  the 
"Whiggifti  intereft.  But  it  is  only  fo  far  as  to 
keep  out  the  Pretender,  whom  they  mortally  fear, 
with  good  reafon  ;  and  fo  many  villainous  papers 
have  been  fpread  here,  and  fo  much  pains  taken 
to  perfuade  them,  that  the  Tories  defign  to  bring 
him  in,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they  are  afraid  of 
them  •,  but  God  be  thanked,  this  miniftry  and 
parliament  has  pretty  well  allayed  that  fear,  by 
their  fteady  and  prudent  management.  And  if 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond  profecutes  the 
fame  meafures  the  miniftry  doth  in  Britain,  (as 
I  believe  he  will),  1  perfuade  myfelf,  that  the  ge- 
nerality here  will  be  as  zealous  for  this,  as  any 
miniftry  we  ever  had. 

The  death  of  the  Earl  of  Rochefter  is  a  great 
blow  to  all  good  men,  and  even  his  enemies  can- 
not but   do  juftice  to  his  character.     "What  in- 
fluence 
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fiuence  it  will  have  on  public  a^irs,  God  only 
knows.  I  pray  let  me  have  your  thoughts  on  it, 
for  I  have  loone  fears,  that  I  do  not  iind  affect 
other  people  :  I  was  of  opinion,  that  he  contri- 
buted much  to  keep  things  Iteady ;  and  I  with  his 
frit  n Js  may  not  want  his  influence.  I  conclude 
:ny  prayers  for  you.  V.'ILL.  DUBLIN. 


LETTER      XCIX. 

LORD    PETERBOROW     TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Hanover,  June  21.  1711. 

YOU  were  returning  me  to  ages  paft,  for- 
fome  expreffions  in  my  letter.  I  find  mat- 
ter in  your's,  to  fend  you  as  far  back  as  the  gol- 
den age.  How  came  you  to  frame  a  fyftem  (in 
the  times  we  live  in)  to  govern  the  world  by  love  ? 

I  was  much  more  furprized  at  fuch  a  notion  in 
your  firft,  than  to  find  your  opinion  altered  in 
your  laft  letter.  My  hopes  were  founded  more 
reafonably  upon  the  contrary  principle.  I  wi(k 
we  could  keep  ourfelves  fteady  by  any  ;  but  I 
confefs  it  was  the  hatred  and  contempt  fo  juftly 
conceived  againft  our  late  governors,  that  gave 
me  forne  little  expectations  we  might  unite  at  leaft, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  relapfe. 

The  confequences  of  places  not  given,   were 

apparent  j  the  whole  parry  were  then  diiTatisfied  ; 

tnd  when   given,   thofe   are   only  pleafed   who 

T  ^  have 
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have  them.  This  is  what  the  honeft  manage- 
ment of  paft  adminiftrations  has  brought  us  to  : 
But  I  fhould  not  yet  defpair,  if  your  loving  prin- 
ciple could  but  have  its  force  amongft  three  or 
four  of  your  acquaintance.  Never  perfons  had 
more  reafon  to  agree  ;  nor  was  it  ever  in  the 
power  of  a  few  men,  to  bring  greater  events  to 
bear,  or  prevent  greater  inconveniencies ;  for 
fuch  are  inevitable,  without  the  niceft  manage- 
ment *  and  I  believe  no  perfon  was  ever  better 
prepared,  to  make  this  out,  than  inyfelf. 

I  wifh,  before  I  left  England,  that  I  had  met, 
either  in  your  letters  or  difcourfe,  any  thing  like 
what  you  hint  in  your  laft  :  I  fhould  have  found 
great  eafe,  and  you  fome  fatisfaftion  ;  for  had 
you  pailed  thefe  fix  months  with  me  abroad,  I 
could  have  made  you  fenfible,  that  it  were  eafjr 
to  have  brought  the  character  and  influence  of  an 
Englifli  Peer,  equal  to  that  of  a  Senator  in  old 
Rome.  Methinks,  I  could  have  brought  it  to 
that  pafs,  to  have  feen  a  levee  of  fuppliant  kings 
and  princes,  expecting  their  deftinies  from  us, 
and  fubmitting  to  our  decrees  ;  but  if  we  come, 
in  politics,  to  your  necefiity  of  leaving  the  town 
for  want  of  money  to  live  in  it,  Lord,  how  the 
cafe  will  alter  ! 

You  threaten  me  with  law,  and  tell  me  I  might 
be  compelled  to  make  my  words  good.  R.emem- 
ber  your  own  insinuations  ;  what  if  I  (hould  leave 
England  in  a  week's  time,  and  fummon  you,  in 
quality  of  chaplain  and  fecrctary,  to  be  a  witnefs 

te 
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to  tranfadtions,  perhaps  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance, fo  great,  that  I  fhould  think  you  might  dc- 
ferve  the  bifhoprick  of  Winchefter  at  your  return  ? 
Let  me  know,  in  a  letter  directed  to  Parfon's 
Green,  the  moment  you  receive  this,  whether 
you  are  ready  and  willing ;  but  you  muft  learn  to 
live  a  month,  now  and  then,  without  deep.  As 
to  all  other  things,  we  fhoukl  meet  with  no  mor- 
tifications abroad,  if  we  could  efcape  them  from, 
home. 

But,  without  raillery,  if  ever  I  can  propofe  to 
myfelf  to  be  of  any  great  ufe,  I  .forefee  this  will 
be  the  cafe.  This  is  fo  much  my  opinion,  that  I 
conclude,  if  it  falls  out  otherwife,  I  ihall  never 
concern  myfelf  in  any  public  bufinefs  in  England  ; 
that  I  lliall  either  leave  it  for  a  better  climate,  or 
marry  in  a  rage,  and  become  the  hero  of  the  Oc- 
tober club.  Your's,  PETERBOROW. 


LETTER      C. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 


SIR,  Dublin^  July  25,  1711. 

YO  U  muft  not  wonder,  that  I  have  been  fo> 
ill  a  correspondent  of  late,  being,  as  I  find, 
in  debt  to  you,  for  your's  of  June  8th,  and  July 
ths  1  2th.  This  did  not  proceed  from  any  ne- 
gligence, but  from  the  circumftances  of  things 
here,  that  were  fuch  that  I  could  nor  return  you 
any  fatisfaftory  anfwer. 

T  3  We 
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We  have  now  got  over  the  preliminaries  of  our 
parliaments  and  convocation  ;  that  is  to  fay,  our 
addreffes,  &c.  and  as  to  the  parliament,  fo  far  as 
appears  to  me,  there  will  be  an  entire  compliance 
with  her  Majefty's  occafions,  and  my  Lord  Duke 
of  Ormond's  defires ;  and  that  funds  will  be  given 
for  two  years  from  Chriftmas  next ;  by  which  we 
fhall  have  the  following  Summer,  free  from  par- 
liamentary attendance,  which  proves  a  great  ob- 
ftruction,  both  to  church  and  country  bufinefs. 
As  to  the  convocation,  we  have  no  licence  as  yet 
to  act.  I  have  heard  fome  whifpers,  as  if  a  letter 
of  licence  had  come  over,  and  was  fent  back  again 
to  be  mended,  efpecially  as  to  direction  about 
a  prefldent.  I  may  inform  you,  that  that  matter 
is  in  her  Majefty's  choice ;  we  have  on  record, 
four  licences ;  the  firft  directed  to  the  Archbifliop 
of  Dublin,  in  1614  ;  the  other  three,  that  are  in 
1634,  1662,  and  1665,  directed  to  the  then  Lords 
Primates.  I  have  not  at  prefcnt  the  exact  dates  ; 
but  I  have  feen  the  writs,  and  find  the  Convoca- 
tions Hit  in  thefe  years. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  in  his  fpeech 
to  the  parliament,  (which  I  doubt  not  but  you 
have  feen),  mentioned  the  remittal  of  the  twenti- 
eth parts,  and  the  grant  of  the  firft  fruits,  for 
buying  impropriations  ;  but  did  not  aiTume  to 
himfelf  any  merit  in  the  procuring  of  them  ;  nor, 
that  I  can  find  by  any  ti.timation,  fo  much  as  ;n- 
faiuated,  that  the  grant  was  on  his  motion  ;  not- 
withitanding,  both  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 

Convocation, 
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Convocation,  ibme  laboured  to  afcribe  the  whole 
to  his  Grace ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  die  account 
I  had  from  yon,  his  Grace  muft,  next  to  her 
Majefty,  have  had  the  entire  thanks.  You'll  ob- 
ierve,  from  the  Lords  addreis,  and  Convocation, 
that  his  Grace  is  brought  in  for  a  lhare  in  txxh. 
But  if  the  caie  ihouid  be  otherwife,  yet  his  is  no 
way  to  be  blamed.  The  current  runs  that  way  ; 
and  perhaps  neither  yon  nor  I  have  bettered  our 
intsreit  here  at  preient,  by  endeavouring  to  flop 
it. 

The  conclufion  was,  that  all  the  archbtihops 
and  biihops,  agreed  to  return  thanks  to  my  Lord 
Treafurer  of  Great  Britain,  by  a  letter,  which  all 
in  town  have  figned  ;  being  convinced,  that,  next 
to  her  Majefty's  native  bounty,  and  zeal  for  the 
church,  this  favour  is  due  to  his  Loni (hip's  me- 
diation. 

But  they  have  employed  no  agent  to  iblicit  the 
paffing  the  act  through  the  offices,  believing  his 
Lordihip  will  cake  care  of  that,  of  his  own  mere 
motion,  as  he  did  of  the  grant.  This  is  meant  as 
an  instance  of  their  great  confidence  of  his  Lord- 
fhip's  concern  for  them,  which  makes  it  needkfs, 
that  any  ihouid  intermeddle  in  what  he  has  un- 
dertaken. 

If  his  Lordihip  thinks  fit  to  return  any  an  Arer 
to  the  biihops,  I  wiih  he  would  take  ibme  ocra- 
ikm  to  mention  you  in  it ;  for  that  would  juftify 
you,  and  convince  the  biihops,  fame  of  whom, 
perhaps,  fufpect  the  truth  of  what  you  faid  of  the 

firft. 
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firft-fruits  and  twentieth-parts,  being  granted  be- 
fore his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond  was  declared 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

I  can't  at  prefent  write  of  feveral  matters,  that 
perhaps  I  may  have  opportunity  to  communicate 
to  you.  I  have  fent  with  this,  the  Lords  and 
the  Convocation's  addrefs  to  my  Lord  Duke. 

If  it  may  be  proper,  I  would  have  my  moft 
humble  refpe&s  to  be  laid  before  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer.  You  may  be  fure  I  am  his  moft  humble 
fervant,  and  (hall  never  forget  the  advantages  he 
has  been  the  author  of,  to  the  church  and  ftate  ; 
and  yet,  I  believe,  if  it  pleafe  God  to  prolong  his 
life,  greater  things  may  be  expected  from  him  j 
my  prayers  fhall  not  be  wanting. 

As  for  yourfelf,  I  will  fay  more  fome  other 
time  :  And  for  the  prefent,  {hall  only  affure  you, 
that  I  am,  Sir,  your  affectionate  humble  fervant, 
and  brother,  WILL.  DUBLIN. 


LETTER       CI. 

THE   ARCHBISHOP   OF   DUBLIN   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Liffenball)  July  28,    1711. 

SINCE  my  Lord  Duke  of  Ormond's  arrival, 
I  have  been  fo  continually  hurried  with  com- 
pany,  that  I  retired  here  for  two  or  three  days. 
The  preliminaries   of  our  parliament   arc    now- 
over  ;  that  is  to  fay,  addrefles,  &c.  and  I  find 

the 
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the  ufual  funds  will  be  granted ;  I  think  una- 
nimoufly,  for  two,  from  Chriirmas  next,  which 
is  all  the  Duke  of  Ormond  defines.  I  do  not 
fee  much  more  will  be  done.  You  will  obferve 
ieveral  reflections  are  in  the  addrefles,  on  the 
late  management  here,  in  which  the  Earl  of 
Anglefey  and  I  differed.  If  we  could  impeach, 
as  you  can  in  Great  Britain,  and  bring  the  male- 
factors to  account,  I  fhould  be  for  it  with  all 
my  endeavour ;  but  to  {hew  our  ill-will,  when 
we  can  do  no  more,  feems  to  be  no  good  policy 
in  a  dependent  people;  and  that  can  have  no 
other  effect,  than  to  provoke  revenge,  without 
the  profpeft  of  redrefs  ;  of  which  we  have  two 
fatal  ir.ftaaces.  I  reckon  that  every  chief  gover- 
nor, who  is  fent  here,"  comes  with  a  defign  to 
ferve,  firit,  thole  who  fent  him  ;  and  that  our 
good  only  muft  be  fo  far  coafiJered,  as  it  is 
fubfervient  to  the  main  deiign.  The  only  dif- 
ference between  governors,  as  to  us,  is  to  have  a 
good-natured  man,  that  his  fome  intereft  in  our 
profperity,  and  will  not  opprefe  us  unneceflarily ; 
and  fuch  is  his  Grace.  Bui  I  doubt,  whether 
even  that  will  not  be  an  objection  againit  him,  on 
your  ude  of  the  water:  For  I  have  found,  that 
thofe  governors,  that  gained  moil  on  the  liber- 
jr  the  kingdom,  are  reckoned  the  beft  ; 
and  therefore  it  concerns  us,  to  be  on  our  guard 
againft  all  governors,  and  to  provoke  as  little 
as  we  can  :  For  he  that  cannot  revenge  him- 
felf,  acts  the  wife  part,  whsa  he  difiembles,  and 
over  injur 

la 
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In  my  opinion,  the  beft  that  has  happened  to 
us,  is,  that  the  parliament  grants  the  funds  for 
two  years ;  for  by  thefe  means  we  fliall  have  one 
Summer  to  ourfclves,  to  do  our  church  and  coun- 
try bufinefs.  1  have  not  been  able  to  vifit  my 
diocefe  ecclefiatim,  as  I  ufed  to  do,  the  laft  three 
years,  for  want  of  fuch  a  recefs.  I  hope  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  not  refume  the 
yarn  bill,  whilft  they  continue  the  fame.  The 
Lords  have  not  fat  above  four  or  five  days,  and 
are  adjourned  till  Monday  next ;  fo  we  have  no 
heads  of  bills  brought  into  our  houfe  as  yet  : 
But  if  any  be  relating  to  the  church,  I  will  do 
my  endeavour  to  give  you  fatisfaction. 

Our  letter  is  come  over  for  the  remittal  of 
the  twentieth-parts,  and  granting  the  firft-fruits, 
for  buying  impropriations,  and  purchafing  glebes, 
which  will  be  a  great  eafe  to  the  clergy,  and  a 
benefit-  to  the  church.  We  want  glebes  more 
than  the  impropriations  ;  and  I  am  for  buying 
them  firfr,  where  wanting  ;  for  without  them, 
refidencc  is  impofllble  :  And,  befides,  I  look 
upon  it,  as  a  fecurity  to  tythes,  that  the  laity 
have  a  fhare  in  them  ;  and  therefore  I  am  not 
for  purchafing  them,  but  where  they  are  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary. 

We  fliall,  I  believe,  have  fome  confiderations 
of  methods  to  convert  the  natives  ;  but  1  do  not 
find,  that  it  is  defired  by  all,  that  they  ihould  be 
converted.  There  is  a  party  amongft  us,  that 
have  little  fenfe  of  religion,  and  heartily  hate  the 

church  : 
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church  :  Thefe  would  have  the  natives  made 
Proteltants ;  but  fuch  as  themfelves  are  deadly 
afraid  they  fhould  come  into  the  church,  be- 
caufe,  they  fay,  this  would  ftrengthen  the  church 
too  much.  Others  would  have  them  come  in, 
but  can't  approve  of  the  methods  propofed,  which 
are  to  preach  to  them  in  their  own  language,  and 
have  the  fervice  in  Irifh,  as  our  own  canons  re- 
quire. So  that  between  them  I  am  afraid  that 
little  will  be  done.  I  am,  Sir,  your's,  &c. 


LETTER       CII. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Siverdt,  Sept.  i,  1711. 

I  HAVE  before  me  your's  of  the  i5th  and 
2 1  ft,  for  which  I  return  you  my  hearty 
thanks.  I  perceive  you  have  the  votes  of  our 
Commons  here,  and  I  fuppofe  the  addrefs  of  the 
Lords,  that  gave  occafion  to  them.  J  muft  let 
you  know,  that  I  was  very  pofitive  againft  the 
claufe  that  provoked  them,  and  kept  the  houfe 
in  debate  about  it  at  leaft  an  hour,  and  fpoke  fo 
often,  that  I  was  aihamed  of  myfelf ;  yet  there 
were  but  three  negatives  to  it.  I  ufed  feveral  ar- 
guments againft  the  Lords  concurring  with  their 
committee,  and  foretold  all  that  has  happened 
upon  it.  Upon  which  I  was  much  out  of  favour 
with  the  houfe  fbr  fome  time-,  and  induitry  has 

been 
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been  ufed,  as  I  was  informed,  to  perfuade  my 
Lord  Duke,  that  what  I  did,  was  in  oppofltion  to 
his  intereft  ;  but  when  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
difcourfe  his  Grace  laft,  he  was  of  another  opi- 
nion. And,  in  truth,  my  regard  to  his  Grace's 
intereft,  was  the  principal  reafon  of  oppofing  a 
claufe,  that  I  forefaw  might  embarrafs  his  bufi- 
nefs  here. 

There  happened  another  affair  relating  to  one 
Langton,  of  whom  I  formerly  gave  you  fomc 
account.  The  Commons  found  him  on  the  efta- 
blifhment  for  a  fmall  penfion  ;  and  having  an  ill 
notion  of  him  and  his  informations,  they  took 
this  occafion  to  examine  his  merits.  In  order 
to  which,  they  fent  up  a  mcflage  to  the  Lords, 
to  deiire  leave  for  Judge  Cofte,  who  had  taken 
his  examinations,  and  thofe  of  his  witnefles,  to 
come  down,  and  inform  the  committee :  And 
this  feemed  the  more  necefiary,  becaufe  the  exa- 
minations taken  by  the  Council  were  burned  : 
But  the  Lords  refufed  to  let  the  Judge  go  down 
as  defired,  and  paffed  a  vote  to  take  'the  exami- 
nation of  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  This, 
I  forefaw,  might  prove  another  bone  of  conten- 
tion, and  did  oppofe  it,  but  with  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs  as  the  former.  Langton  pleaded  privilege, 
as  chaplain  to  the  bifhop  of  Oflbry,  and  refufed 
to  appear  before  the  Commons  ;  on  which  they 
pafled  the  angry  refolves  you  will  find  in  their 
votes.  The  examination  of  this  matter  has  em- 
ployed much  of  the  Lords  time/to  very  little  pur- 
i  pofc. 
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pofe.  My  oppofing  this,  was  made  an  objection 
againft  me,  by  fome  that  wi£h  now  my  advice 
had  been  taken. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  of  which 
I  gave  you  an  account  formerly,  embroils  us  very 
much.  We  have,  at  the  Council,  rejected  four 
mayors  and  eight  fheriffs,  all  regularly  elected 
by  the  city,  forne  of  them  the  beft  citizens  in  the 
town,  and  much  in  the  intereft  of  the  govern- 
ment. We  begin  to  be  (iek  of  it,  and  I  am  afraid, 
that  it  may  beget  ill  blood,  and  come  into  parlia- 
ment here.  We  have  rejected  the  elected  magi- 
ftrates  in  four  other  corporations,  which  adds  to 
the  noife.  I  own  there  were  good  reafons  for 
rejecting  Come  of  them  ;  but  I  can't  fay  the  fame 
for  Dublin.  I  wiih  this  may  not  prove  uneafy 
to  us. 

There  was  a  motion  made  at  the  feffions  for 
the  county  of  Dublin,  at  Kilmainham,  for  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  to  her  Majefty,  for  fending  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  be  our  chief 
governor.  Nine  of  the  juftices,  that  is,  all  that 
were  then  prefent,  agreed  to  it ;  and  an  address 
was  ordered  to  be  drawn,  which  was  brought  next 
morning  into  Court; and  then  there  were  above  a 
fcore  that  feemed  to  have  come  on  purpofe,  and 
promifed,  that  it  fhould  be  rejected  by  a  majori- 
ty ;  for  this  reafon  only,  that  it  would  entail  a 
necelHty  on  them  to  addrefs  in  favour  of  every 
new  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  difoblige  him.  For 
which  reafon,  it  was  rejected  alib  in  my  Lord 
VOL.  XIV.  U  Whartcn's 
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"Wharton's  time.  This  no  ways  concerns  his 
Grace  himfelf ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to 
leflen  the  efteem  of  fonie  perfons  management, 
that  attempt  things,  which  would  be  better  let 
alone,  where  they  cannot  be  carried  without  op- 
pofition. 

The  Houfe  of  Common's  feemed  to  have  re- 
ceived ill  impreffions  of  fome.  They  reckon  my 
Lord  Duke's  advifers,  as  if  they  were  fecretly 
his  enemies,  and  defignecl  to  betray  him.  They 
generally  feemed  perfuaded,  that  his  Grace  is  a 
iincere  honelt  man,  and  mo  ft  in  the  intereft  of 
the  kingdom  of  any  chief  governor  they  can  ever 
expect ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  fup- 
port  him  to  the  mmoft  of  their  power,  and  de- 
cl.ire,  that  the  quarrels  his  enemies  raife,  fhall 
not  hinder  them  from  doing  whatever  he  fhall 
reafonably  defire  from  them,  or  her  Majefty's 
iervice  require  ;  and  as  an,  inftance  of  their  fin- 
cerity  in  this,  they  have  granted  funds  for  two 
years  from  Chriftmas  laft  ;  whereas  at  firft  they 
intended  only  two  years  from  the  24th  of  June 
laft. 

I  have  been  preaching  a  doctrine  that  feems 
ftninge  to  fome :  *Tis,  that  her  Mnjefty,  and  the 
miniitry,  will  be  inclined  to  employ  fuch  as  may 
-be  a  help  and  fupport  to  their  intereft,  and  not 
a  clog.  I  mean,  that  thefe  fubalterns  fliould, 
by  their  prudence  and  dexterity,  be  able  to  re- 
move any  mifunderftandings  that  may  be  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  people,  and  help 

to 
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to  beget  in  them  a  good  notion  of  the  minhlry  ; 
and,  by  all  means,  avoid  fuch  things  as  may 
emb.urafs  or  beget  jealoufies  ;  lo  that  the  bur- 
then or  odium  may  not  fall  on  the  miniftry, 
v  any  harlh  things  happen  to  be  done  : 
That  it  feems  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  thole  ia 
to  avoid  unneeeiTkry  difputes,  and  not  to 
expect,  that  the  miniftry  will  interpofe  to  ex- 
tricate them,  when  they,  without  necefihy,  have 
involved  themfeives.  But  feme  are  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  feeni  to  think,  that  they  have  no 
more  to  do,  when  they  meet  with  difficulties, 
perhaps  of  their  own  creating,  than  to  call  in  the 
miniitry,  and  defire  them  to  decide  the  matter 
by  power  :  a  method,  that  I  do  not  approve, 
nor  has  it  fucceeded  well  with  former  governors 
here  :  Witnefs  Lord  Sidney,  and  Lord  \Vhar- 
ton,  in  the  cafe  of  the  convocation. 

There  really  needs  but  one  thing  to  quiet  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  it  is  to  convince  them, 
that  there  is  no  eye  to  the  pretender.  Great 
induury  has  been,  and  ftiil  is,  ufed  to  bugbear 
them  with  that  fear.  I  believe  it  is  over 
you;  but  i:  *.vill  require  time  and  prudent  me- 
thods to  quiet  the  people  here,  that  have  been 
pDiTc-iTed  ror  tv\  ..rs  with  a  continual 

apprehention,  that  he  U  at  the  door,  and  that 
a  certain  kind  i  :  Signed  to  bring  him 

in.  The  circumitanccs  cf  this  kingdom,  from 
what  they  faw  and  felt  under  King  James,  make 
the  dread  of  him  rr...  it  can  be 

with  you. 

U  -2  As 
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As  to  our  convocation,  a  letter  came  from  her 
Majefty  to  give  us  licence  to  aft  ;  but  it  no  ways 
ple,afed  fome  people,  and  fo  it  was  fent  back  to 
be  modelled  to-  their  mind,  but  returned  again 
without  alteration.  It  came  not  to  us  till  the  day 
the'  parliament  adjourned.  I  was  at  that  time 
obliged  to  attend  the  Council,  there  being  a 
hearing  of  the  Quakers  againft  a  bill  for  recover- 
ing tythes.  In  my  abfence  they  adjourned  till 
the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  without  fo  much- 
as  voting  thanks,  or  appointing  a  committee-. 
The  things,  that  difpleafed  fome  in  the  licence, 
were,  firft,  that  my  Lord  Primate  was  not  the 
fole  prefident,  fo  as  to  appoint  whom  he  pleafed 
to  aft  in  his  abfence.  The  fecond  was,  the  con* 
fideration  of  proper  methods  to  convert  the  na- 
tives, againft  which  fome  have  fet  themfelves 
with  all  their  might.  The  third  is,  what  con- 
cerns pluralities,  and  refidence,  which  fome  have 
not  patience  to  hear  of.  The  Lower  Houfe  feeni 
to  have  the  matter  more  at  heart ;  for  they  have 
appointed  committees  during  the  recefs,  and  are 
doing  fomething. 

I  can't  but  admire,  that  you  fhould  be  at  a  lofs 
to  find  what  is  the  matter  with  thofe,  that  would 
neither  allow  you,  nor  any  one  elfe,  to  get  any 
thing  for  the  fervice  of  the  church,  or  the  pu- 
blic. It  is,  with  fubmiffion,  the  fillieft  query  I 
ever  found  made  by  Dr  Swift.  You  know  there 
are  fome,  that  would  afiume  to  themfelves  to  bfr 
the  only  churchmen  and  managers,  and  can't 

endure 
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endure  that  anything  Ihould  be  done,  but  by 
themfelvts,  ami  in  their  own  way,  and  had  ra- 
ther that  ail  good  things  proposed  mould  ir.il- 
c:irry,  than  be  thought  to  come  from  other 
hands  thin  their  own,  whofe  buiincfs  it  is  to 
leilin  every  body  elfe,  and  obftrtict  \ 
attempted,  though  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
church  and  ftate,  if  it  be  not  from  their  own 
parry.  And  yet,  fo  far  as  I  have  hitherto  ob- 
lerved,  I  do  not  remember  any  inflance  of  their 
prop.  profccuting  with  fuecels,  ( 

any  thing  for  the  public  good.  They  fesra  to 
tuve  a  much  better  hand  at  obilructing  ethers, 
and  embarraunig  aY.iirs,  than  at  propoiing  or 
profecuting  any  good  defign. 

Theie  leem  as  uneafy  that  more  alterations 
are  not  made  here,  as  thofe  you  mention  are 
with  the.n.  The  reafon  is  very  plain,  they 
would  fain  get  into  employments,  which  can't 
be  without  removes ;  but  1  have  often  obferved, 
that  none  are  more  eager  for  pofts,  than  fuch 
as  are  leaft  fit  for  them.  'I  do  not  fee  how  a 
new  parliament  would  much  mend  things  here  ; 
for  there  is  little  choice  of  -men  ;  perhaps  it 
might  be  for  the  worfe,  "  rebus  fie  ftantibus ;'' 
though  I  always  thought,  the  honeft  part  is,  to 
allow  the  people  to  fpeak  their  fenfe  on  the 
change  of  affairs  by  new  reprefentatives.  I  do  not 
find,  that  thofe  that  have  embarrafied  the  pre- 
fent,  defigned  a  new  onej  but  they  thought  the 
Commons  fo  paflive,  that  they  might  cany  what 
U  3  they 
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they  pleafed,  whatever  their  defign  might  be. 
If  they  profecute  the  prefent  meafures,  I  believe 
they  will  make  new  ones  necefiary,  when  there 
fhall  be  occaiion  to  have  a  new  Seffion. 

I  pray  moft  heartily  for  her  Majefty,  and  her 
minifters ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  it 
is  one  of  the  moft  difficult  parts  of  their  prefent 
circumftances,  to  find  proper  inftruments  to 
execute  their  good  intentions,  notwithstanding 
the  great  crowds  that  offer  themfelves ;  parti- 
cularly, my  Lord  Treafurer's  welfare  is  at  heart 
with  all  good  men  :  1  am  fure,  with  none  more, 
than,  Reverend  Sir,  &c.  WILL.  DUBLIN, 


LETTER      CIII. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Swords,  Sept.  i,   1711. 

I  GOT  a  little  retirement  here,  and  made  ufe 
of  it,  to  write  to  you  by  the  prefent  pacquet. 
1  promifed  to  fay  fomething  as  to  your  own 
affairs  ;  and  the  firft  thing,  is  not  to  neglect  your- 
felf  on  this  occafion,  but  to  make  ufe  of  the  fa- 
vour and  intereft  you  have  at  prefent,  to  pro- 
cure you  fome  preferment,  that  may  be  called  a 
fettlement.  Years  come  on,  and  after  a  certain 
age,  if  a  man  be  not  in  a  ftation  that  may  be  a 
ftep  to  a  better,  he  feldom  goes  higher.  It  is 
with  men  as  with  beauties  j  if  they  pafs  the 

flower, 
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flower,    they  grow  ftale,    and  lie  for   ever  ne- 
glected.    I  know  you  are  not  ambitions  ;   but 
it  is  prudence,  not  ambition,  to  get  into  a  fta- 
tion,   that  may  make  a  man  eafy,  and  prevent 
contempt  when  he  grows  in  years.     You  certain- 
ly may   now   have    an   opportunity  to   provide 
for  yourfelf,  and  I  entreat  you  not  to  neglect  it. 
The  fecond  thing  that  I  would  defire  you  to 
confider,  is,  that  God  has  given  you  parts  and 
learning,  and  a  happy  turn  of  mind ;  and  that 
you  are   anfwerable  for  thofe   talents   to  God: 
And  therefore  I  advife  you,  and  believe  it  to  be 
your   duty,  to   iet  yourfelf  to  fome  ferious  and 
ufefui  fubject  in  your  profeffion,  and  to  manage 
it  fo  that  it  may  be  of  uie  to  the  world.     I  am 
perfuaded,  that   if  you  will   apply  yourfelf  this 
way,  you  are  well  able  to  do  h ;  and  that  your 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  reading,  will  enable 
you  to  furnifh  fuch  a  piece,  with  fuch  uncom- 
mon remarks,    as  will  render  it  both  profitable 
and  agreeable,  above  moft  things  that  pafs  the 
prefs.     Say  not,  that  mofr  fubjecfe  in  divinity  are 
exhaufted  ;  for  if  you  will  look  into  Dr  Wilkins's 
Heads  of  Matters,  which  you  will  find  in  his  Gift 
of   Preaching,  you  will  be  furprifed  to  find  fo 
many  neceiTary  and  nfeful  heads,  that  no  authors 
have  meddled  with.     There  are  fome  common 
themes,    that  have  employed  multitudes  of  au- 
thors ;  but  the  moft  curious  and  difficult  are  in  a 
manner  untouched,  and  a  good  genius  will  not 
fail  to  produce  fooiething  new  and  furprizing  on 

the 


236  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

the  moft  trite,  much  more  on  thofe  that  others 
have  avoided,  merely  becaufe  they  were  above 
their  parts. 

ArTure  yourfelf,  that  your  in tc reft,  ns  well  ns 
duty,  inquires  this  from  you  ;  and  you  will  find, 
that  it  will  anf\ver  fome  objections  a  gain  ft  you,  if 
you  thus  (hew  the  world,  that  you  have-patience, 
and  compreheniion  of  thought,  to  go  through 
with  fuch  a  fubjedl  of  weight  and  learning. 

You'll  pardon  me  this  freedom,  which  I  afliire 
you  proceeds  from  a  fincere  kindncfs,  and  true 
value  that  I  have  for  you.  I  will  add  no  more, 
but  my  hearty  prayers  for  you.  I  am,  Dr  'Swift, 
your's,  WILL.  DUBLIN. 


LETTER      CIV. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT'. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  Oct.  27,  1711. 

I  HAVE  before  me  your's  of  the  ift  inftant; 
but  have  been  fo  employed  with  attending 
parliament,  convocation,  and  privy-council,  that 
I  could  neither  compofe  my  thoughts  to  write, 
nor  find  time.  Befides,  our  buflnefs  is  all  in  a 
hurry  ;  and  I  may  fay,  in  fine,  that  things  admit 
of  no  perfect  account.  On  Wednefday  the  corn 
bill,  which  the  Commons  Teemed  to  value  mo  ft, 
•was  thrown  out;  becaufe- it  referved  a  power  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Council  here,  to  pro- 
hibit 
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hibit  or  permit  the  tranfportation  of  grain  at  any- 
time. There  was  a  defiga  to  fall  on  the  privy- 
council  upon  this  occafion  ;  but  gentlemen  would 
not  come  into  it ;  which  Ihewed  they  had  fome 
wit  in  their  anger.  And  I  am  ftill  of  opinion, 
that,  with  tolerable  good  management,  this  would 
have  been  as  quiet  a  Seffion  as  has  been  in  Ire- 
land :  But  the  Dublin  bnfinefs,  the  addrefs  of 
the  Lords,  Langton's  afiair  *,  and  now  Hig- 
gins  f ,  have  exafperated  the  Commons  to  fuch 
a  height,  that  will,  as  you  obferve,  make  this 
parliament  to  be  impracticable  any  longer.  It 


•  «  Dominic  Langten,  clerk,  formerly  a  friar,  had  accufed 
Lewis  Meares,  £%  and  other  Prottftant"  gentlemen  of  the 
county  of  Weflmealh,  cf  entering  into  an  aflbciation  againft 
the  Queen  and  her  miniftry  :  Upon  which  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
mons in  Ireland,  on  tfte  6th  of  Augnft,  1711,  Toted  federal 
ftrong  refoiiitions  againft  the  (aid  Langton,  declaring  his  charge 
againft  Mr  Meares,  &c.  to  be  faifc,  groundiefs,  and  malicious ; 
and  refolded,  that  an  addrefs  (honld  be  presented  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  the  Bake  of  Ormond,  to  defire,  that  her  Majefty 
wcnld  order  the  laid  Lacgton  to  be  frock  off  the  cftabliihmcnt 
of  Irelacd." 

f  "  Francis  Biggins,  M.  A.  prebeodaty  of  Chrift-charch, 
in  Dublin,  and  reclor  of  Balruddery,  in  that  county,  men- 
tioned in  a  foriaer  note,  p.  156.  He  had  been  prefented  by  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  on  the  jth  of  October  1711, 
as  a  fowcr  of  Edition,  and  groundiefs  jealonGes,  amongft  her 
Majefty's  Proteftant  fnbjeOs.  And  on  the  loth  of  the  fame 
month,  Henry  Lord  Santry  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  privy-council  of  Ireland,  defiring,  that  Mr 
Wiggins  might  be  turned  ont  of  the  commiffion  of  peace.  Bnt, 
after  feveral  hearings  of  the  cafe  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  council,  he  was,  on  the  toth  of  November  following,  cleared, 
though  the  Archbilhop  of  Dublin  voted  in  the  negatitc  againft 
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is  true,  the  Lords  addrefs  might  have  brcn  inter- 
preted to  aim  at  Lord  Wharton,  and  was  part- 
ly io  intended  ;  but  it  was  ill  expreiTed,  to  bear 
that  fenfe  ;  and,  beildes,  v/hat  did  it  fignify  for 
us  to  (hew  our  refentment,  when  it  could  only 
provoke  a  great  man  to  revenge,  and  could  not 
reach  him  ? 

As  to  the  fir  ft -fruits  and  twentieth-parts,  no 
body  here  dare  fay,  that  any  body,  bclidcs  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  procureth  them,  but  his 
Grace  himfelf ;  who,  for  ought  I  can  learn,  never 
aflumed,  either  publicly  or  privately,  any  fuch 
merit  to  himfelf  T  And  yet  I  confefs,  it  is  not  a- 
mifs,  that  it  fhould  be  thought  he  did  thofe 
things.  For  he  could  not  think  of  governing 
the  kingdom,  if  it  be  not  believed,  that  he  has 
great  intereft  at  Court ;  and  if  that  did  not  ap- 
pear by  fome  favours  of  moment  obtained  for  the 
kingdom,  none  would  fuppofe  it.  He  is  truly  a 
modeft,  generous,  and  honeft  man  ;  and  affure 
yourfelf,  that  whatever  difturbance  he  has  met 
with,  proceeds  from  his  flicking  too  clofe  to  his 
friends.  It  is  a  pity  fuch  a  fault  fhould  hurt  a 
man.  I  fend  you  inclofcd,  the  papers  that  re- 
late to  Mr  Higgins.  Lord  Santry  was  heard  a- 
gainft  him,  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Coun- 
cil, October  27  :  He  was  allowed  only  to  prove 
the  articles  in  his  petition,  that  are  marked  with 
P,  and  he  feemecl  to  prove  them  pretty  fully  } 
but  IVIr  Higgins  not  having  yet  made  his  defence, 
I  can  give  no  judgment.  By  the  teftimony  of  the 

Lower 
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Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation,  in  his  favour,  you 
will  fee  how  heartily  they  efpoufe  him.  And 
furely  both  pains  and  art  have  been  ufed  to  fcreen 
him  ;  with  what  effect  vcu  (hall  hear,  when  the 
matter  is  concluded.  I  wi£h  every  good  man  may 
meet  with  as  good,  and  as  fait  friends,  as  he  hath 
done.  I  fend  you  likewife  the  votes,  that  kept 
the  Commons  in  debate,  from  eleven  in  the  morn- 
ing, till  fevea  at  night.  The  queftion  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  by  two  accidents  ;  the  going  out 
of  one  member,  by  chance,  to  fpeak  to  fomebody 
at  the  putting  of  the  queftion  ;  and  the  conrng 
in  of  another,  in  his  bopts,  at  fhe  very  minute. 
If  either  had  not  happened,  it  had  gone  the  other 
way.  The  perfonal  affection  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  divided  the  houfe.  If  they  could  have"  fe- 
parated  him  from  fome  others,  the  majority  had 
been  great.  You  may  eafily,  from  this,  fee  what 
way  the  bent  of  the  kingdom  goes ;  and  that  gar- 
bling corporations  no  way  pleafes  them. 

We  have  feveral  printed  accounts  of  prelimina- 
ries of  the  peace  ;  but  I  believe  them  all  amufe- 
ments  ;  for,  I  imagine,  none  of  the  common 
fcribblers  know  any  thing  of  them  at  all/  I  pray 
God,  they  may  be  fuch,  as  may  fecure  us  from  a 
new  war;  though,  I  believe,  the  death  of  the 
Emperor  makes  a  lafting  peace,  much  more  diffi- 
cult than  before.  That  depends  on  a  balance, 
and  to  that,  three  things  Hem  fo  neceSary,  that 
any  two  may  flop  the  third  ;  but  now  all  is  re- 
duced to  two.  I  reckon,  as  icon  as  the  p_-ace  is 

fettled, 
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fettled,  the  Dauphin  will  be  taken  out  of  the 
way,  and  then  France  and  Spain  will  fall  into  one 
hand  ;  a  furmife  I  have  had*  in  mind,  ever  fince 
Philip  got  Spain :  And  I  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
we  could  have  been  fecured  againft  this  accident, 
there  had  been  no  need  of  a  war  at  all. 

As  to  the  convocation,  I  told  you  formerly, 
.how  we  loft  all  the  time  of  the  recefs,  by  a  preci- 
pitate adjournment  made  by  five  bilhops,  when 
the  Archbifhop  of  Tuam,  and  as  many  of  us  as 
were  of  the  Privy  Council,  were  abfent,  attend- 
ing at  the  board,  upon  hearing  of  the  Quakers, 
againft  the  bill  for  recovery  of  tythes.  Since  the 
meeting  of  the  Parliament,  after  the  recefs,  we 
have  attended  pretty  clofely ;  have  drawn  up, 
and  agreed  to  fix  or  feven  canons  ;  and  have 
drawn  up  a  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  religion, 
as  to  infidelity,  herefy,  impiety,  and  popery.  We 
have  gone  through  likewife,  and  agreed  to  a  great 
part  of  this  :  But  I  doubt  we  {hall  not  be  able  to 
finifh  it.  We  have  alfo  before  us,  the  confidera- 
tion  of  refidence,  and  the  means  of  converting 
Papifts.  This  laft  fent  up  from  the  Lower  Houfe. 
But  I  reckon  it  not  poflible  to  finifti  thefe  things 
this  Seflion.  I  need  not  te.ll  you,  that  my  Lord 
Primate's  indifpofition  is  a  great  clog  to  difpatch  5 
.but  he  is  refolved,  none  elfe  {lull  have  the  chair. 
So  we  difpcnfe  with  many  things,  that  otherwife 
I  believe  we  fliould  not.  We  had  only  two 
church-bills  this  time  ;  one  for  unions,  which  was 
thrown  out  in  our  houfe  ;  and  another  for  reco- 
i  very 
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Tery  of  tythes,  which  I  underftahd  will  be  thrown 
out  by  the  Commons.  Our  Seffion  draws  near 
an  end,  and  every  body  is  tired  of  it. 

WILL.  DUBLIN. 


LETTER      CV. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

October  31,   1711. 

TO -day  we  had  another  hearing  at  Council, 
concerning  Mr  Higgins's  bufinefs.  Some 
of  his  witneiTes  were  examined.  So  far  as  we 
have  yet  heard,  it  doth  not  appear  to  me,  that 
they  have  cleared  him  of  tampering  with  witnefles, 
fhifting  recognizances,  or  compounding  felonies ; 
but  it  is  faid,  thefe  things  are  common  in  the 
country ;  and,  perhaps,  that  will  fave  him.  And 
I  know  not  how  far  his  other  witnefies,  that  are 
yet  to  be  examined,  may  clear  him.  The  hear- 
ing lafted  above  three  hours.  I  was  unwilling  to 
make  this  pacquet  too  large,  fo  I  have  inclofed 
the  other  prints  in  another.  I  want  fome  affida- 
vits of  gentlemen,  in  which  they  depofe  Mr  Hig- 
gins's cafe  to  contain  many  falfehoods.  I  am,  &c. 

WILL.  DUBLIN. 


VOL.  XIV.  X  LET- 


242  DEAN    SWIFT  's 

LETTER      CVI. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF   DUBLIN  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  i,  1711. 

I  HAVE  confidered  that  part  of  your  letter, 
that  relates  to  your  own  concerns.  I  find  you 
in  earneft,  very  indifferent  as  to  making  your  for- 
tune ;  but  you  ought  not  to  be  fo  ;  for  a  weighty 
reafon  you  infinuate  yourfelf,  that  you  cannot, 
without  a  fettlement,  be  mafter  of  your  time,  in 
iiich  manner  as  to  apply  yourfelf  to  do  fome- 
thing  that  may  be  ufeful  to  the  church.  I  know 
it  is  not  in  your  power  to  do  it  \y_hen  you  pleafe  ; 
but  yet  fomething  may  be  done  towards  it.  Get 
but  a  letter  to  the  government,  from  my  Lord 
Treafurer,  for  the  firft  good  preferment ;  and 
you  will  at  the  fame  time  fill  it  with  a  good  man, 
and  perhaps  prevent  a  bad  one  from  getting  into 
it.  Sure  there  is  no  immodefty  in  getting  fuch  a 
recommendation.  Confider,  that  years  grow  up- 
on you  ;  and  after  fifty,  both  body  and  mind  de- 
cay. I  have  feveral  things  on  the  anvil,  and  near 
finished,  that  perhaps  might  be  ufeful,  if  publiSh- 
ed  :  But  the  continual  avocation  by  bufmefs,  the 
impositions  on  me  by  impertinent  vifits,  and  the 
nnealinefs  of  writing,  which  grows  more  intole- 
rable to  me  every  day,  I  doubt,  will  prevent  my 
going  any  farther.  Therefore  lofe  no  time.  £>ui 
non  eft  hodie,  eras  minus  apt  us  erit,  I  am  fure, 

you 
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you  are  able  to  do  good  fervice  ;  and  give  me 
leave  to  be  importunate  with  you  to  go  about  it. 
Caefar  wrote  his  commentaries,  under  the  hurry 
and  fatigues  of  a  General ;  :ind,  perhaps,  a  man's 
fplrit  is  never  more  awakened,  nor  his  thoughts 
better,  than  in  the  intervals  of  a  hurry  of  buiiiicfs. 
Read  Erafmus's  life,  and  you'll  find  it  was  al/nofl 
a  continual  journey.  You  fee  Low  malicious 
fome  are  towards  you,  in  printing  a  parcel  of 
triflrs,  falfely,  as  your  works.  This  makes  it  ne- 
ceflary,  that  you  fhould  fhame  thofe  varlets,  by 
fomething  that  may  enlighten  the  world,  which, 
I  am  fure,  your  genius  will  reach,  if  you  fet 
yourfelf  to  it.  If  I  had  the  honour  to  have  any 
correfpondence  with  my  Lord  Treafurer,  I  would 
certainly  complain  of  you  to  him,  and  get  his 
Lord  {hip  to  join  in  this  requeft,  which,  I  per- 
fuade  myfelf,  he  would  readily  do,  if  put  in  mind. 
I  do  not  in  the  leaft  fear,  that  you  will  be  angry 
with  me  for  this,  fince  you  cannot  fufpec~l  my 
fincerity  and  kindnefs  in  it :  And  though  I  fhall 
be  angry  with  you,  if  you  neglect  yourfelf  and  in- 
tereft,  yet  it  fhall  go  no  farther,  than  to  be  a  trou- 
ble to  myfelf,  but  no  abatement  of  the  real  friend- 
fhip  of  your's,  &c. 

WILL.  DUBLIN. 


X  2  LET- 
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LETTER      CVII. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  Sin,  Dublin ,  Nov.  10,  1711. 

PERHAPS  it  will  not  be  ungrateful  to  you, 
to  know  our  SefEon  of  Parliament  ended 
on  Friday  laft  We  threw  out,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  two  bills  ;  that  againft  fines  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  about  quit-rents  ;  and  voted  an  ad- 
drefs,  in  oppofition  to  the  Commons  adclrefs, 
about  Revolution  principles.  We  likewife  burn- 
ed  Mr  Stoughton's  Sermon,  preached  at  Chrift* 
church,  on  the  3oth  of  January,  fome  years  ago. 
The  Houfe  were  pleafed  to  vote  me  thanks  for 
profecuting  him,  which,  you  may  remember,  I 
did  in  a  difficult  time,  notwithstanding  the  oppo- 
fition I  had  from  the  government,  and  his  pro- 
tection by  ord  Ikerin,  which  he  pleaded  in 
Court  :  And  yet  I  followed  him  fo  clofe,  that  I 
forced  him  out  of  his  living.  After  this,  we 
burned  Mr  Boyfe's  book  of  A  Scriptural  Bijh'jp  * ; 

and 


*  '  It  was  printed  in  4to,  at  Duhlin,  under  the  title  of 
"  The  Office  of  a  Chriftian  Bilhop  described,  and  recommended 
from  I  Tim.  chap.  iii.  ver.  I.  An  ordination-fermon.  Witii  an 
Appendix  to  it,  and  a  Poftfcript,  containing  an  apology  for  the 
publication  of  it."  The  Appendix  and  Pofhcript  were  added  to 
the  fecond  edition  of  the  fermon.  The  author  was  an  emineni 
diflenting  minifter  at  Dublin.' 
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and  fbme  Obfervators  *.  Our  addrefs  was 
brought  in  yefterdavj  in  which,  fure,  we  are 
even  with  the  Commons.  I  forgot  to  tell  you, 
we  agreed  to  another  addrefs,  againft  diffenting 
minifters,  and  their  twelve  hundred  pounds  f  per 
annum.  The  Commons  made  an  addrefs  to  my 
Lord  Lieutenant,  In  which  they  bring  him  in  for 
Revolution  principles.  The  Memorial  of  the 
Church  of  England  J  was  re-printed  here,  and 
dedicated  to  my  Lord  Lieutenant.  This  was 
ht  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and,  I 
doubt,  would"  not  have  efcaped,  if  the  Uflier  of 
the  Black  Rod  had  not  called  them  up  to  the 
prorogation.  Langtcn's  bufinefs  came  likewiie 
into  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  and  when  the  Houfe 
X  3  was 

"  «  Papers  pabli&ed  under  that  title,  by  John  Totchio,  Efq; 
who  had  been  fevercly  financed  by  LordX^iief  Juftke  Jeffcreys, 
in  King  James  the  Second's  reign.     He  was,  at  lall,  attacked 
in  the  r.ijht.  for  frrre  otfimce,  which  he  had  given  by  his  writ- 
ings, and  died  in  ccrfeqnccce  of  the  violence  ufcd  tows:- 
Dr  Swift,  in   his  Examiner,  No.  15.  for  November  i'.. 
fpeaks   of  tiiis   writer,  and  of  Daniel  de  Foe.    author  of  lie 
.lion,  as  two  flnpid  illiterate 
Icribblers,  both  of  them  fanatics  by  profeffion,'  Tcl.MF.  p.  1%. 

•}•  "  This  aidiels  was  agreed  upon,  Nor.  9.  1711.  The 
twtirc  hundred  pounds  per  atom,  was  originally  a  bounty  to 
thoie  miaiikrs,  from  King  Charles  the  Second,  confirmed  by 

- .  and  continued  by  Queen  A 

f  "  Fublilied   at   fiift  in  j-oj,  in  quarto,  under  this  title, 

Memorial  of  the  Church  of  England,  humbly  offered  to 

the  Consideration  of  all  true  Lovers  of  our  Church  and  Conltitc- 

tion."  This  libel,  upon  its  Erft  publication,  haT;cg  bee*  preieaj- 

'  cd  as  fuch,  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  London,  ar.d  Midcle.ex,  on 

tke  3lft  of  Auguil  1705,  was  burnt  by  the  coa-.n:cn 
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was  full  of  ladies,  an  offer  was  made,  to  receivs 
the  report  of  the  committee,  which  contained 
many  fheets  of  paper.  A  great  debate  happened 
upon  it ;  but  at  laft  it  was  waved,  and  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

In  fliort,  we  parted  in  very  ill  humour  ;  and  I 
apprehended,  that  the  minds  of  the  generality 
are  not  eafy.  My  Lord  Duke  of  Ormond,  ib 
far  as  I  could  take  it,  made  a  very  modeft  and 
healing  fpeech  ;  and  his  Grace  feemed,  in  it,  to  be 
altogether  difinteiefted  in  parties.  All  thefe  you 
have  in  public  ;  .and,  if  you  think  it  worth  while, 
I  will  take  care  to  fend  them  as  they  are  printed. 

As  to  our  Convocation,  thofc  who  had  loiter- 
ed and  done  nothing  before  laft  week,  prefled  on 
the  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  religion,  as  to 
infidelity,  herefy,  impiety,  and  popery  :  It  will 
in  fome  time  be  printed.  I  had  many  reafons, 
but  infifted  only  on  two  ;  firft,  Its  imputing  all 
vices  to'us,  as  if  we  were  the  worft  of  people  in 
the  world  ;  not  allowing  any  good  amongft  us. 
Secondly,  Not  affigning  it  as  a  caufe  of  the  na- 
tives continuing  Papifts,  that  no  care  was  ever 
taken  to  preach  to  them  in  their  own  language,, 
or  tranflating  the  fervice  into  Irifh.  You  will 
find  the  matter  in  Heylin's  Reformation,  2d 
Eliz.  1560,  p.  128.  I  was  forced  to  ufe  art  to 
procure  this  proteft  to  be  admitted,  without 
which,  they  would  not  have  allowed  me  to"  offer 
reafons,  as  I  had  caufe  to  believe. 

Both 
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Both  the  Parliament  and  Convocation  have 
been  fo  ordered,  as  to  make  us  appear  the  worft 
people  in  the  world,  difloyal  to  her  Majefty,  and 
enemies  to  the  church;  and,  I  fufpeft,  with  a 
defign  to  make  us  appear  unworthy  to  have  any 
countenance  or  preferment  in  our  native  coun- 
try. When  the  reprefentation  is  printed,  I  will, 
if  you  think  it  worth  your  while,  fend  you  my 
proteft.  We  agreed  likewife  in  fome  canons  of 
no  great  moment,  and  fome  forms  of  prayer, 
and  forms  of  receiving  Papifts,  and  feftaries  ; 
which,  I  think,  are  too  ftrait.  I  brought  in  a 
paper  about  refidence ;  but  here  was  no  time  to 
confider  it,  nor  that  which  related  to  the  means 
of  converting  Papifts.  I  did  not  perceive  any 
zeal  that  way.  A  great  part  of  our  reprefenta- 
tion relates  to  fectaries  ;  and  many  things,  in  the 
whole,  feem  to  me  not  defenfible.  I  told  you 
before,  how  we  loft  fix  weeks,  during  the  ad- 
journment of  the  parliament ;  and  fince  it  fat, 
we  could  only  meet  in  the  afternoon,  and  I  was 
frequently  in  Council ;  fo  that  I  was  neither  pre- 
fent  when  it  was  brought  into  the  Houfe,  when 
it  palTed  for  the  moft  part,  or  was  fent  down  in 
parcels  in  foul  rafed  papers,  that  I  could  not 
well  read,  if  I  had  an  opportunity  ;  and  never 
heard  it  read  through  before  it  pafled. 

I  believe  moft  are  agreed,  that  if  my  advice 
had  been  taken,  this  would  have  been  the  peace- 
ableft  Seffion  ever  was  in  Ireland ;  whereas  it  has 
been  one  of  the  moft  boifterous.  I  believe  it 

was 
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was  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  intereft,  to 
have  it  quiet ;  but  th;n  the  managers  conduct 
has  Ihewed  themfelves  to  be  necefiary.  I  have 
wearied  myfelf  with  this  fcroll,  and  perhaps  you 
will  be  fo  likewife.  I  am,  &c. 

W.ILL.    DUBLIN. 


LETTER      CVIII. 

MR    SECRETARY    ST    JOHN     TO    I)  R    SWIFT. 

Hampton-Court,  Nn>.    16,   1711. 

I  RETURN  you  the  fheet  *,  which  is,  I  think, 
very  correct.     Sunday  morning  I  hope   to 
fee  you.     I  am  fincerely  your  hearty  friend,  and 
obedient  fervant,  H.  ST.  J  O  H  N. 

I  have  a  vile  ftory  to  tell  you,  of  the  moral  phi- 
lofopher  Steele. 

LETTER      CIX. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    DR    STERNE  f. 

TH  E  reafon  I  have  not  troubled  you   this 
long  time  with  my  letters,  was  becaufe  I 
would  not  difturb  the  quiet   you   live   in,  and 

which 

*  "  Probably   of  the  Condaft  of  the  AlLcs,  which  w; 
blifhed  on  the  a;th  of  November,   1711." 
f  "  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  Dublin." 
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minifter's  head  :  Again,  thofe  whofe  purfe-flrings 
and  heart-firings  were  the  fame,  all  on  a  fud^en 
Scattering  their  money  to  bribe  votes  :  A  Lord  *, 
who  had  been  fo  far  always  a  Tory,  as  often  to 
be  thought  in  the  Pretender's  intereft,  giving  his 
vote  for  the  ruin  of  all  his  oH  friends,  carefled 
by  thofe  Whigs,  who  hated  and  abhored  him  : 
The  Whigs  all  chining  in  -|-  with  a  bill  ag.iinft 
occafional  conformity  ;  and  the  very  diifenung 
ministers"  agreeing  to  it,  for  reafons  that  nobody 

alive 

*  "  Earl  of  Nottingham." 

f  "  One  of  the  conditions,  upon  which  the  Earl  of  Notting- 
ham was  faid  to  have  entered  into  drift  engagements  with  the 
Lords  of  the  moderate  party,  was  their  concurrence  with  him 
in  a  bill  to  prevent  occasional  conformity,  which  he  had  for- 
merly urged,  and  now  defigned  to  bring  into  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  though  under  another  title,  and  with  fuch  claufes,  as 
would,  in  fo.rie  meafure.  inlarge  the  toleration  of  dille-.iters, 
and  be  a  farther  fccurity  to  the  Proteflant  fucceffion,  in  the 
Houfe , of  Commons.  Accordingly)  on  Saturday,  December  15, 
1711,  his*  Lordfhip  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  "  a  bill 
for  preferving  the  Proteftant  religion,  by  better  fecuring  the 
church  of  England,  as  by  law  eflablifhed  :  And  for  confirming 
toleration  granted  to  the  Proteftant  difTenters,  by  an  aft,  in- 
titled,  "  An  aft  for  exempting  their  Majefties  Proteftant  fub- 
"  jefts,  diflcnting  from  the  cburch  of  England,  from  the  pe- 
"  nalties  of  certain  laws  ;  and  for  the  fbpplying  the  defects 
"  thereof;  and  for  the  farther  fecming  the  Proteflant  fuccef- 
"  fion,  by  requiring  the  praftifers  of  the  law,  in  North  Britain, 
"  to  take  the  oaths,  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration  therein  men- 
"  tioned."  His  LordlTn'p  was  fupportcd  by  the  Earls  of  Scar- 
borough and  Wharton,  and  feveral  other  Lords  ;  fo  that  the 
hill  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time  without  any  oppofi- 
lion  ;  and,  on  the  iSth  of  December,  it  pafled  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  as  it  did  that  of  the  Commons  on  the  aoth  of  that 
saonth." 
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alive  can  tell  * ;  a  refolution  of  breaking  the 
treaty  of  peace,  without  any  poiEble  fchcme  for 
continuing  the  war :  And  all  this  owing  to  a 
doubtfulneis,  or  inconftancy,  in  one  cerrain 
quarter,  which,  at  this  diftance,  I  dare  not  de- 
fcribe.  Neither  do  I  find  any  one  perfon,  though 
deepeft  in  affairs,  who  can  tell  what  iteps  to  take. 
On  January  the  iecond,  the  Houfc  of  Lords  is 
to  meet,  and,  it  is  expected,  they  will  go  on  in 
their  votes  and  addrefies  againft  a  peace. 

On  the  other  fide,  we  are  endeavouring  to  get 
a  majority,  and  have  called  up  two  Earls  fbns  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  and  I  thought  fix  more 
would  have  been  called,  and,  perhaps,  they 
may  before  Wednefday.  "We  expe£l  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet,  and  Lord  Cholmondely,  will  lofe 
their  places  ;  but  it  is  not  yet  done,  and  we  wifti 
for  one  more  change  at  Court,  which  you  might 
guefs.  To  know  upon  what  fmall  circumftances, 
and  by  what  degrees,  this  change  has  been 
brought  about,  would  require  a  great  deal  more 
than  I  can  or  dare  write. 

There  is  not  one,  which  I  did  not  give  warn- 
ing of  to  thofe  chiefly  concerned,  many  months 
ago  ;  and  Co  did  fome  others,  for  they  were 
•vifible  enough.  This  muft  infallibly  end,  either 
in  an  entire  change  of  meafures  and  miniitry, 
or  in  a  firm  eftabiiihment  of  our  fide.  Delay, 
and  tendernefs  to  an  inveterate  party,  have  been 
•very  imtrumental  to  this  ill  ftate  of  affairs.  They 

tel'l 

*  It  is  faid,  the  Di&aters  confcnted  to  be  kept  cat,  that  the 
Papifls  ini£ht  not  be  let  in. 
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tell  me,  you  in  Ireland  are  furious  againft  a 
peace ;  and  it  is  a  great  jeft  to  fee  people  in  Ire- 
land furious  for  or  againft  any  thing. 

I  hope  to  fee  you  in  Spring,  when  travell- 
ing weather  comes  on.  But  1  have  a-mind  to 
fee  the  iffue  of  this  Seffion.  1  reckon  your 
hands  are  now  out  of  mortar,  and  that  your 
garden  is  finifhed  :  And  I  fuppofe  you  have  now 
one  or  two  fifty  pounds  ready  for  books,  which 
I  will  lay  out  for  you,  if  you  will  give  me  direc- 
tions. 

1  have  increafed  my  own  little  library  very 
confiderably ;  I  mean  as  far  as  one  fifty  pounds, 
which  is  very  confiderable  for  me.  I  have  juft 
had  a  letter  from  the  St  Mary  Ladies,  &c.  *  I 
thought  they  were  both  dead ;  but  I  find  they 
fometimes  drink  your  claret  ft  ill,  and  win  your 
money.  I  am,  Sir,  you  moft  obedient  humble 
fervant,  You  know  who. 

I  had  fealed  my  letter,  but  have  broke  it 
open,  to  tell  you,  and  all  that  love  the 
Church  and  Crown,  that  all  things  are 
now  well.  The  Queen  has  turned  out 
the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  and  has  created 
twelve  new  Lords,  of  which  three  are 
Peers  eldeft  fons,  the  reft  new  created  ; 
fo  that  a  majority  is  paft  difpute.  We 
are  all  in  the  greateft  joy  imaginable,  to 
£nd  her  Majefty  declare  herfelf  fo  fea- 
fonably. 

I  Note. 

*  Mrs  Johnfon  and  Mrs  Dingley. 


CORRESPONDENCE.        253 


Dr  Sterne  made  a  large  ccileeHon  of  b 
and  placed  them  in  the  upper  part  of  the  deasry- 
honfe  (then  built  by  him)  which  he  fitted  up  for 
this  purpofe,  in  one  great  room,  with  a  fire-place 
at  each  end.  He  enlarged  this  collection  very  much 
in  the  fubfequent  part  of  his  life  ;  and  when  he  died 
bifhop  of  Clogher,  in  Jane  1745*  he  bequeathed 
fach  books  out  of  it,  to  the  trullees  of  the  public 
library  in  Dublin,  founded  by  Primate  Marih,  .  as 
they  wanted.  The  remainder  he  directed  to  be 
fold,  and  the  money  to  be  divided  amongft  the 
curates  of  his  diocefe  :  But  as  thofe  gentlemen  chofe 
rather  to  have  the  books  divided  amongd  them, 
their  requeft  was  complied  with  by  the  bifhop's  exe- 
cutors ;  and  all  the  books,  being  a  great  number, 
were  divided  into  Iqjs,  as  nearly  equal  as  poffible  in 
value,  and  nailed  up  in  boxes,  that  were  numbered. 
Duplicates  of  thefe  numbers  were  written  on  pieces 
of  paper,  and  the  curates  drew  for  them. 


LETTER      CX. 

MR  SECRETARY  ST  JOHN  TO  DR  SWIFT, 
IN  1772,  WHEN  HE  WAS  WRITING  THE 
HISTORY  *. 

DEAR  Doctor,  I  aik  your  pardon  for  my 
miftake;  and  I  fend  you  the  right  paper. 
I  am,  in  licknels  and  in  health,  ever  your  faithful 
friend,  and  obedient  lervant,       H.  ST.  JOHN. 

VOL.  XIV.  Y  LET- 

*  Of  the  four  bit  yon  of  QoonAnne. 
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LETTER      CXI. 

THE    SAME  AFTER.    HE  WAS   CREATED    LORI* 
BOLINGBJIOKE,     TO   DR   SWIFT. 

'Jan.  5 ,  1712,         I'htir/flay  morning^  tivo  o' 'clock* 

THO'  I  have  not  feen  you,  I  did  not  fail  to 
write  to  Lord  Treafurer.  "  Non  tua  res 
"  agitur,"  dear  Jonathan.  It  is  the  Treafurer 's 
caufe  *,  it  is  my  caufe,  'tis  every  man's  caufe 
\vho  is  embarked  on  our  bottom.  Depend  up- 
on it,  thut  I  never  will  neglecl  any  opportunity, 
of  fhewing  that  true  efteem,  that  iincere  affection, 
and  honeft  friendship,  for  you,  which  fills  the 
breaft  of  .your  faithful  fervant, 

BOLINGBROKE. 

LETTER      CXII. 

MRS    LONG    *     TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Nov.  18,  17*1. 

F  you  will  again   allow  me   the  pleafure  of 
hearing  from  you,    without   murmuring,    I 
will   let  you  enjoy  that  of  laughing  at  me  for 

any 

*  This  feems  to  relate  to  the  promotion  of  Dr  Swift,  in 
which  Lord  Bolinghroke,  in  one  of  his  letters,  charges  the  Lord 
TV  uurcr  with  being  extremely  backward.  Dr  Swift  was  made 
Dean  of  St  Patrick's  abcnr  May  following. 

f  Thus  indorfed  by  the  Doctor  :  Poor  Mrs  Long's  laft  letter, 
written  five  weeks  before  llie  died. 
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any  fbolifli  word  I-  mifapply ;  for  I  know  you 
are  too  reaibnable  to  expect  me  to  be  nicely 
right  in  the  matter :  But  then,  when  you  take  a 
fancy  to  be  angry,  pray  let  me  know  it  quietly, 
that  I  may  clear  my  meanings,  which  are  always 
far  from  offending  my  frknds,  however  unhappy 
I  may  be  in  my  expreffions.  Could  I  expect 
you  to  remember  any  part  of  my  letters  fo  long 
ago,  I  would  aik  you,  that  you  ihcuid  know 
where  to  find  me  when  you  had  a-aiiad  to  it ; 
but  1  fuppoie  you  were  in  a  romantic  k  firain, 
and  deilgaed  to  have  furp riled  me,  talking  to 
myfeif  in  a  wood,  or  by  the  fea.  Forgive  the  oul- 
.  f  my  zpprehenilon,  and  if  telling  you  that 
I  am  at  Unn  will  not  do,  I  will  print  k,  however 
inconvenient  it  may  yet  be  to  me  ;  for  I  am  cot, 
the  better  for  the  old  Lady's  death,  but  am  put 
in  hopes  of  being  eafy  at  Cttrirtmas ;  however, 
I  fhiH  itill  continue  to  be  Mrs  Smyth,  near  St 
Ni-h  olio's  church  in  the  town  aroreiiid;  fo  much 
r  aSilrs. — Now  as  to  my  health,  ti.at  was. 
much  out  of  o:  mmer  ;  my  difterij)^ 

was  a  dropfy  or  aithma  (you  know  what  I  m 
bu:   I  cannot  ipell  k  right)  or  both,  "... 
pers,  which.  I  was  too  lazy  to  moieft  whu;l  they 
would  let  me  fit  in  quiet ;  but  when  they  grew 
fo  un^eafbnable  as  not  to  let  n*e  do  thar,  I 
plkd  myielf  to  Dr  Ingl!s,  by  whofe  advice  I  aoa 
now  well  enough.     To  give  you  the  beft  account 
I  can  of  this  place,  the  bJies  wfll  make  any  re- 
tarns,  if  one  may  believe  what  they  fay  of  one 
Y  2  another; 
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another  ;  the  men  I  know  little  of,    for  I   am 
here,  \vhat  you  have  often  upbraided  me  with,  a 
Prude,  in  every   thing  but  cenfuring  my  neigh- 
bours :  A  couple  of  divines,  two  aldermen,  and  a 
cuftom-houfe  officer,  are  all  my  men  acquaint- 
ance ;  the  gay  part  of  the  town  I  know  nothing 
of;  and  although,  for  the  honour  of  the  place,  I 
will  fuppofe    there   are  good  poets,    yet  that  I 
never  enquired  after.     I  have  a  fhelf  pretty  well 
filled   at  home,  but  want  a  Mifcellany  Mr  Steele 
put  out  laft  year ;  Mifs  HefTy  promifed  it   me, 
but  has   forgot  it  :    I   fancy  you    have   intereft 
enough  with  him  to  get  it  for  me.     I  wifh  too, 
at  your  leifure,  you  would  make  a  pedigree  for 
me  -,  the  people  here  want  fadiy  to  know  what 
I  am  ;  I  pretend  to  no  more  than  being  of  George 
Smyth's  family  of  Nitly,  but  do  not  talk  much 
of  it,  for  fear  of  betraying  myfelf;  fo   they  fan- 
cy fome  myftery  to  be  in  the   matter,  and  would 
give  their  rivals    place    to   be  fatisfied.      At    firfl 
they  thought  I  came  hither  to  make  my  fortune, 
by    catching  up    Tome   of*  their   young  fellows  ; 
but  having  avoided  that  fort  of  company,  I  am 
ftill  a  riddle  they  know  not   what  to  make  of. 
Many  of  them  feem  to  love  me  well  enough  ;  for 
I  hear  all  they  fay  of  one  another  without  malting 
mifchief  among   them,   and    give    them   tea  ?nj 
coffee   when    I    have    it,  which   are  the  greateft 
charms   I   can  boaft  of:  The  fine  Lady  I  have 
left  to  Moll  (who  I  fuppofe  was  at  the  Bath)  or 
any  other  that  will  take  it  up  j  for  I  am  grown  a 

good 
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'good  houfe-wife ;  I  can  pot  and  pickle,  Sir,  and 
handle  a  needle  very  prettily :  See  Mifs  HeSefs 
fcarf,  I  think  that  is  impi-oring  mLjhtily.  If 
Mils  Hciiy  keeps  company  with  the  elddft  -Hat- 
ton,  and  is  itul  a  politician,  ihe'  is  not  the  girl  I 
took  her  for ;  but  to  me  (he  ieems  melancholy. 
Sure  Mr  St  John  is  not  Co  altered  but  he  will  make 
returns  ;  but  how  can  I  pretend  to  judge  of  aay 
thing,  when  my  poor  coufin  is  taken  for  an 
hermaphrodite  ?  a  thing  I  as  little  fufpected  her 
for,  as  railing  at  any  body ;  I  know  ib  little  caufe 
for  it,  that  1  cnuft  be  fiknt.  I  hear  but  little  of 
what  is  done  in  the  world,  but  ll.oulu  be  glad 
the  minifrry  did  theni&lves  the  Juftice  to  diitia- 
guith  men  of  merit :  May  I  wiih  you  joy  of  any 
preferment  ?  I  (hall  do  it  heartily ;  but  if  you 
have  got  nothing,  I  am  bufy  to  as  much  pur- 
pofe  as  you,  although  my  employments  are  next 
to  picking  ftraws.  Oh  !  but  you  are  acquainted 
with  my  Lord  Fitzharoing,  for  which  I  rejoice 
with  you,  and  am 

Your  mofc  obedient  fan?ant, 
ANNE  LONG. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CXIII. 

MR     SHOWER     TO     THE     LORD     HIGH    TREA- 
SURER   OXFORD. 

MY  LORD,  London,  Dec.  20,  1711. 

THOUGH  there  be  little  reafon  to  expea 
your  Lordfiiip  fhould  interpofe  in  favour 
of  the  Diilenters,  who  have"  been  fo  fhamefully 
abandoned,  fold,  and  Sacrificed  by  their  profeffed 
friends  ;  the  attempt  is  however  fo  glorious,  in 
all  its  views,  tendencies,  and  profpefts,  that,  if 
it  be  not  too  late,  I  would  moft  humbly  beg  your 
Lordfiiip,  not  to  be  immoveable,  as  to  that  mat- 
ter. The  fatal  confequences  of  that  bill,  cannot 
be  exprefled  :  I  dread  to  think  of  fome  of  them  ; 
and  ihall  as  much  rejoice  with  many  tboufands, 
if  you  may  be  inftrumental  to  prevent  it.  May 
Heaven  direct  you  in  this,  and  in  all  your  great 
affairs,  for  the  public  good  of  your  country. 
I  am, 

My  honoured  LORD, 

Your  nioft  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SHOWER. 


LET- 
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ANSV.'ER    TO    MR    SHOWER  *. 

E.EV.  SIR,  Dec.  21,   1711. 

HA  D  not  a  very  painful  diftemper  confined 
me,  I  had  defired  the  favour  of  feeing 
you  fome  time  fince  ;  and  I  fhould  have  fpoken 
very  plainly  to  you,  as  I  fhall  whenever  I  fee 
you.  I  have  long  foretold,  that  the  Dillenters 
muft  be  faved,  whether  they  will  or  no :  They 
refift  even  reftraining  grace ;  and  would  almoft 
convince  me,  that  the  notion  of  man's  being  a 
mechanifm,  is.  true  in  every  part.  To  fee  men 
moved  as  puppets,  with  rage  for  their  intereft, 
with  envy  acting  againft  their  own  intereft,  "  ha- 
"  ving  men's  perlbns  in  admiration  :"  Not  only 
thofe  of  their  own  body,  who  certainly  are  the 
firft  who  pretend  to  confummate  wifdom  and 
deep  policy ;  yet  have  fhewn,  that  they  knew 
not  the  common  afiairs  of  this  nation,  but  are 
"  dwellers  in  thick  clay."  They  are  Epicureans 
in  act,  Puritans  in  profeffion,  Politicians  in  con- 
ceit, and  a  prey  and  laughing-ftock  to  the  De- 
ifts,  and  fynagogue  of  the  Libertines,  in  whom, 
they  have  trufted,  and  to  whofe  infallibility  they 
have  fold  themfdves  and  their  congregations. 

All 

*  The  Anfwer  was  written  by  Dr  Swift,  as  appears  not  only 
from  his  hand-writing,  but  particularly  from  a  correftion  in  the 
•tigical  draught. 
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All  they- have  done,  or  can  do,  fhall  never  make 
me  their  enemy.  I  pity  poor  deluded  creatures, 
that  have  for  feventeen  years  been  acting  againft 
all  their  principles,  and  the  liberty  of  this  nation,' 
without  leaving  fo  much  fait  as  to  keep  the  body 
of  them  fweet.  For,  there  has  not  been  one  good 
bill  during  that  term  of  years,  which  they  have 
not  oppofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  contra- 
ry to  the  practice  of  thofe  very  few  BuTenters, 
which  were  in  the  Parliament  in  King  Charles  the 
Second's  time,  who  thereby  united  themfelves  to 
the  country-gentlemen,  the  advantage  of  which 
they  found  for  many  years  after.  But  now  they 
have  lifted  themfelves  with  thofe,  who  had  firft 
denied  our  Saviour,  and  now  have  fold  them. 

I  have  written  this,  only  to  fhew  you,  that  I 
am  ready  to  do  every  thing  that  is  practicable,  to 
fave  people  who  are  bargained  for  by  their  lead- 
ers, and  given  up  by  their  minifters  :  I  fay  their 
minifters  ;  becaufe  it  is  averred  and  reprefented, 
that  the  DhTenting  minifters  have  been  confulted, 
and  are  confenting  to  this  bill.  By  what  lies,  and 
arts,  they  are  brought  to  this,  I  do  not  care  to 
mention  ;  but,  as  to  myfelf,  the  engineers  of  this 
bill  thought  they  had  obtained  a  great  advantage 
againft  me  :  Finding  I  had  ftopt  it  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  they  thought  to  bring  me  to  a  fa- 
tal dilemma,  whether  it  did,  or  did  not  pafs. 
This  would  have  no  influence  with  me ;  for  I 
will  act  what  I  think  to  be  right,  let  there  be  the 
worft  enemies  in  the  world,  of  one  fide  or  other. 

I 


CORRESPONDENCE.        261 

I  guefs  by  your  letter,  that  you  do  not  know 
that  the  bill,  yefterday,  pafled  both  Houfes,  the 
Lords  having  agreed  to  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Commons  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  room  to  do 
any  thing  upon  that  head. 

What  remains  is  to  defire,  that  the  Diflenters 
may  ferioufly -think  from  whence  they  are  fallen, 
and  do  their  firft  works, — and  recover  their  re- 
putation, of  fobriety,  integrity,  and  love  of  their 
country,  which  is  the  fincere  and  hearty  prayer 
of, 

REVEREND  SIR, 

Your  moft  faithful,  and 
mofr.  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD, 


LETTER      CXV. 

DR    SACHEVERELL    *    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Southtvark,  Jan.  31,  1711-12. 

SINCE  you  have  been  pleafed  to  undertake 
the  generous  office,  of  ibliciting  my  good 
Lord  Treasurer's  favour  in  my  behalf,  1  fhould  be 
very  ungrateful,  if  I  did  not  return  you  my  moft 

hearty 

*  This  gentleman's  trial  upon  an  impeachment,  is  well  known. 
Swift  fays,  It  arofe  from  a  foolifh  paffibnate  pique,  of  the  Earl 
of  Godolphin,  whom  he  was  fuppofed,  in  a  fermon,  to  have  re- 
fiefted  on,  under  the  name  of  Volpone.  See  Memoirs  relating  to 
the  Change  in  the  Queen's  Miniftry,  in  the  volumes  juft  publiQi- 
ed  bv  Mr  Deanc  Swift.  ' 
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hearty  thanks  for  it,  and  my  humbleft  acknow- 
ledgments to  his  Lordihip,  for  the  fucceis  it  has 
met  with. 

I  received  laft  Monday,  a  meflage  by  my  pupil 
Mr  Lloyd,  reprefentative  of  Shropftiire,  from 
Mr  Harley,  by  his  Lordfhip's  order,  to  enquire 
what  my  brother  was  qualified  for.  I  told  him,, 
having  failed  in  his  trade,  he  had  been  out  of  bu- 
finefs  for  fome  years,  during  which  time  I  had 
entirely  maintained  him  and  his  family :  That  his 
education  had  not  qualified  him  for  any  confi- 
derable  or  nice  poft  ;  but  that  if  his  Lordihip 
thought  him  an  object  of  his  favour,  I  entirely 
fubmitted  him  to  his  difpofal,  an^fhould  be  very 
thankful  to  his  goodnefs,  to  eafe  me  of  part  of 
that  heavy  burden  of  my  family,  which  required- 
more  than  my  poor  circumftances  could  allow  of. 

I  am  informed  alfo,  that  I  am  very  much  in- 
debted to  my  great  countryman,  Mr  Secretary 
St  John,  for  his  generous  recommendation  of 
this  matter  to  his  Lordfhip.  I  fhould  be  proud 
of  an  opportunity  of  exprefllng  my  gratitude  to 
that  eminent  patriot,  for  whom,  no  one  that 
wiflies  the  welfare  or  honour  of  his  church,  or 
country,  can  have  fo  great  a  veneration. 

But  for  yourfelf,  good  Doctor,  who  was  the 
fir  ft  fpring  to  move  it,  I  can  never  fufFiciently  ac- 
knowledge the  obligation.  I  fliould  be  glad,  if 
you  will  command  me,  in  any  time  or  place,  to  do 
it,  which  will  be  a  farther  favour  conferred  on, 
Reverend  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  fl-rvant, 

H.  SACHEVERELL. 
I 
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I  am  told  there  is  a  place  in  the  cuftom- 
houlc  void,  called  the  Searchers ,  which, 
if  proper  to  afk,  I  would  not  prefume  ; 
but  rather  leave  it  to  his  Lordthip's  dif- 
pofal. 


LETTER      CXVI. 

TO    MILS    JOHNSON. 

Leads*,  Jtyril  24,  1711. 

I  HAD  TOUT'S  two  or  three  dap  ago.     I  can 
hardly  anfwer  it  -now.      Since  my  laft,  I 
have  been  extremely  ill.     IB  this  day,  jutt  a 
month,  fiace  I  felt  the  pain  on  the  tip  of  my  left 
ihouUer.     Where  my  pain  was,  a  cruel  itching 
ieized  me,  beyond  whatever  1  could  imagine,  and 
kept  me  awake  feverai  nights.     I  rubbed  k  vehe- 
mently, but  did  not  Icratch  it ;  then  it  grew  into 
three  or.  four  great  (ores  like  blifters,  and  rua  ; 
At  bit  I  adviied  the  doctor  to  uie  h  like  a  blifter, 
fo  I  did  with  meliiot  plaifters,  which  ftfll  run; 
and  I  am  now  in  pain  enough,    but  am  daily 
mending.     I  kept  my  chamber  a  fortnight,  then 
went  out  a  day  or  two,  but  confined  myfeif  two 
Ago.    I  went  to  a  neighbour  to  dine,  but 
yefierday  again  kept  at  home.      To-day  I  will 
venture  abroad,  and  hope  to  be  well  in  a  week  or 
tea  c.iys.     I  never  fufiered  fo  much  in  my  fife. 
I  will  go  and  try  to  walk  a  little.    Farewell. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXVII. 

TO     MRS     HILL. 

MADAM,  May,   1712. 

I  WAS  commanded  Tome  days  ago  to  do  what 
I  had  long  a  mind  to,  but  avoided,  becaufe  I 
would  not  offend  your  prudence,  or  ftrain  your 
eyes.     But  my  Lord  Mafham  afTures  me  there  is 
no  danger  of  either ;  and  that  you  have  courage 
enough  to  read  a  letter,  though  it  comes  from  a 
man,    provided    it   be   one  of  no    confequence, 
which   his   Lordfhip   would    infinuate   to   be  my 
cafe  ;  but  I  hope  you  Avill  not  affront  me  fo  high- 
ly, as  to  understand  it  fo.     There  is  not  a  grain 
of  news  in  this  town,  or  five   miles   about  it, 
worth  fending  you  ;  and  what  we  receive  from 
Windfor,   is  full  as  infignificant,  except  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Queen's  health,  and  your  houfe- 
keeping.     We  are  affured,  that  you  keep  a  con- 
ftant  table,  and  that  your  guefts  leave  you  with 
full  ftomachs    and   full  pockets:  That  Dr  Ar- 
buthnot  fometimes  leaves  his  beloved  green  cloth, 
to  come  and  receive  your  chidings,  and  pick  up 
your  money.      We  intend   fhortly  to  reprefcnt 
your  cafe  to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  as  what  de- 
f.Tvcs  commiferation  ;  but  we  hope  the  matter 
i    .;!••  --idy  fettled  between  his  Lordfhip  and  you, 
and  tuat  you  are  inftructed  to  be  thus  magnifi- 
cent, in  order  to  carry  on  the  caufe*     We  rec- 
i  kon 
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kon  his  Lordfhip's  life  is  now  fecure,  fince  a 
continuation  of  band-boxes,  and  ink-horns,  the 
engines  of  late  times,  were  employed  in  vain  to 
deftroy  him.  He  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  tell 
you,  that  I  never  fail  of  toafting  you  under  the 
name  of  the  Governefs  of  Dunkirk,  and  that 
you  have  the  honour  to  be  very  particularly  in 
my  good  graces.  My  Lady  Maiham  foil  conti- 
nues in  a  doubtful  ftate  of  neither  up  nor  down  ; 
and  one  of  her  iervants  told  mine,  that  they  did 
not  expect:  fhe  would  cry  out  this  fortnight.  I 
few,  yefterday,  our  brother  Hill,  who  promifes 
to  be  more  thrifty  of  his  health,  and  feems  to 
have  a  pretty  good  (lock  of  it.  I  hope  you  re- 
ceive no  vifits  from  the  head-ach  and  the  fpleen  : 
And  one  who  knows  your  constitution  very  well, 
adviles  you,  by  all  means,  againit  fitting  in  the 
dufk  at  your  window,  or  on  the  ground,  leaning 
en  your  hand,  or  at  fee-faw  in  your  chair.  I  am, 
MAO  AM,  &c. 


LETTER      CXVIII. 

TO    MRS    DINGLET. 

London^  May  10,  1712. 

I  HAVE  not  yet  eafe  or  humour  enough  to 
go  on  in  my  journal  method,  though  I  have 
left   my  chamber  thefe  ten  days.     A  journal, 
while  I  was  fick,  would  have  been  a  noble  thing, 
made  up  of  pain  and  phyfic,  vifits  and  mefiages ; 
VOL.  XIV.  '  Z  the 
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the  two  laft  were  alraoft  as  troublefome  as  the 
two  fir  ft. .  One  good  circumftance  is,  that  I  am 
grown  much  leaner.  In  anAver  to  your  good 
opinion  of  my  difeafc,  the  doctors  fay  they  never 
faw  any  thing  fo  odd  of  the  kind  ;  they  were 
not  properly  Ihingles,  but  harpes  tnUiarijj  and 
twenty  other  hard  names.  I  can  never  be  fick 
like  other  people,  but  always  fomcthing  out  of 
the  common  way  ;  and  as  for  your  notion  of  its 
coming  without  pain.,  it  neither  came,  nor  ftayed, 
nor  went  without  pain,  and  the  moft  pain  I  ever 
bore  in  my  life-  It  is  not  a  fign  of  health,  but  a 
'fign,  that  if  it  had  not  come  out,  fome  terrible 
f.t  cf  ficknefs  would  have  followed.  I  was  at 
cur  (bciety  laft  Thurfday,  to  receive  a  new  mem- 
ber, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  but  I 
drink  nothing  above  wine  and  water.  We  fhail 
have  a  peace  foon,  I  hope,  or  at  lean:  entirely 
broke  ;  but  I  believe  the  firft.  My  letter  to 
Lord  Treafurer,  about  the  Englifh  tongue,  is  now 
printing ;  and  I  fuffer  my  name  to  be  put  at  the 
end  of  it,  which  I  never  did  before  in  my  life. 
The  appendix  to  the  third  part  of  John  Bull,  was 
publifhed  yefterday;  it  is  equal  to  the  reft.  .1 
hope  you  read  John  Bull.  It  was  a  Scotch  gen- 
tleman, a  friend  of  mine,  that  writ  it ;  but  they 
put  it  upon  me.  -The  parliament  will  hardly  be 
up  till  June.  We  were  like  to  be  undone  fome 
clays  ago  with  a  tack  *  ;  but  we  carried  it  bravely, 

and 

*  A  tack  is  a  hill  tacked  to  a  money-hill,  that  as  both  nnift 
be  pa^ed  or  reiefttcl  together,  the  tacked  LIU  may  pals,  becaufi 
the  money  bill  ir.uft. 
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and  the  Whigs  came  in  to  help  us.  Poor  Lady 
Maih.im,  I  am  afraid,  will  lofe  her  only  Ton,  a- 
feout  a  twelve-month  old,  with  the  King's  evil. 
Bernage  has  been  twice  to  fee  me  of  late.  His 
regiment  will  be  broke,  and  he  only  upon  half- 
ply  ;  fo  perhaps  he  thinks  he  will  want  me  a- 
gain.  1  have  been  returning  the  vifits  of  thofe 
that  fent,  how  do  you  in  my  ficknefs?  particularly 
the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton,  who  came  and  fat 
with  me  two  hours.  I  make  bargains  with  all 
people  that  I  dine  with,  to  let  me  fcruh  my  back 
againit  a  chair;  and  the  Duchefs  of  Ormond 
was  forced  to  bear  it  the  other  day.  Many  of 
my  friends  are  gone  to  Kenfington,  where  the 
Queen  has  been  removed  for  fome  time.  This 
is  a  long  letter  for  a  fick  body.  I  will  begin  the 
next  in  the  journ.il  way,  though  my  journals 
will  be  forry  ones.  My  left  hand  is  very  weak, 
and  trembles  ;  but  my  right  fide  has  not  been, 
touched.  This  is  a  pitiful  letter,  for  want  of  a 
better  ;  but  plagued  with  a  tetter,  my  fancy  does 
fetter.  Ah  !  my  poor  willows  and  quickfets. 
Well,  but  you  muft  read  John  Bull  :  Do  you 
underftand  it  all  ?  Farewell. 


Z  2  LET- 
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LETTER      CXIX. 

TO      MRS      DINGLE  Y. 

London ,  May  31,  1712. 
CANNOT  yet  arrive  to  my  journal  letters, 
my  pains  continuing  ftill,  though  with  lefs 
violence  ;  but  I  don't  love  to  write  journals  while 
I  am  in  pain.  But,  however,  I  am  fo  much 
mended,  that  I  intend  my  next  fhall  be  in  the 
old  way  ;  and  yet  I  fliall  perhaps  break  my  refo- 
lution  when  I  feel  pain.  I  believe  I  have  loft  cre- 
dit with  you,  in  relation  to  my  coming  over ; 
but  I  proteft  it  is  impoffi'Me  for  one,  who  has 
any  thing  to  do  with  this  miniftry,  to  be  certain 
when  he  fixes  any  time.  There  is  a  buflnefs, 
which,  till  it  take  fome  turn  or  other,  I  cannot 
leave  this  place  in  prudence  or  honour.  'And  I 
never  inclined  fo  much  as  now,  that  I  had  ftaycd 
in  Ireland  j  but  the  dye  is  caft,  and  is  now  a 
fpinning,  and,  till  it  fettles,  I  cannot  tell  whether 
it  be  an  ace  or  a  fife.  The  moment  I  am  xifed 
ill,  I  will  leave  them  ;  but  know  not  how  to  do 
it,  while  things  are  in  fufpence.  The  feffion  will 
ibon  be  over,  (I  believe  in  a  fortnight)  and  the 
peace,  we  hope,  will  be  made  in  a  fliort  time ; 
and  then  there  will  be  no  further  occafion  for 
me  ;  nor  have  I  any  thing  to  truft  to,  but  Court 
gratitude  ;  fo  that  I  expeft  to  fee  my  willows  a 
month  after  the  parliament  is  up.  Have  you 

leen 
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feen  my  letter  to  Lord  Treafurer  ?  There  are 
two  anfwers  come  out  to  it  already;  though  it  is 
no  polit'cs,  but  a  harmless  propofal  about  the 
improvement  of  the  Englifh  tongue.  I  believe  if 
I  writ  an  eiliiy  upon  a  ftraw,  Come  fool  would 
amVer  it.  I  am  juft  now  thinking  to  lodge  at 

-.gton,  for  the  air.  Lady  Mafham  has  teaz- 
ed  me  to  do  it,  but  bufincfs  has  hindered  me  ; 
but  now  Lord  Treafurer  has  removed  thither. 
Fifteen  of  our  fociety  dined  together,  under  a  ca- 
nopy in  sn  arbour  at  Parfon's  Green,  laft  Thurf- 
day  j  I  never  faw  any  thing  fo  fine  and  romantic. 
Y\'e  got  a  great  victory  lail  Wednefday,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  by  a  majority,  I  think,  of  twen- 
ty-eight •,  and  the  Whigs  had  defired  their  friends 
to  befpeak  pbces,  to  fee  Lord  Treafurer  carried  to 
the  Tower.  I  met  your  Higgins  here  yefterday  ; 
he  roars  at  the  infolence  of  the  Whigs  in  Ireland, 
talks  much  of  his  o^.vn  fuiFcrings  and  expences,  in 

:"ig  the  cauiV  of  the  church  ;  and  I  find  he 
would  fain  plead  merit  enough,  to  defire  that  his 
fortune  ihould  b^  mended.  I  believe  he  defigns 
to  make  as  much  noife  as  he  can,  in  order  to> 
prefenrient.  I  am  printing  a  threepenny  pam- 
phlet, and  (hall  priat  another  in  a  fortnight ;  and 
tjien  I  have  done,  unlefe  fome  new  occafloa 

.     I  believe  the  news  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
rnond  producing  letters  in   the  council  of  war, 
.  s  not  to  fight,  will  furprife  you  in  Ire- 
land.     Lord  Treafurer   laid   in  the   Houfe  of 
Lords,  that  in  a  few  days  the  treaty  of  peace 
Z  3  fliould: 
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fhould  be  laid  before  them ;  and  our  Court 
thought  it  wrong  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  facri- 
fice  many  lives  in  fuch  a  juncture.  If  the  peace 
holds,  all  will  do  well,  otherwiie  I  know  not 
how  we  fhall  weather  it.  And  it  was  reckoned  AS 
a  wrong  ftep  in  politics,  for  Lord  Treasurer  to 
open  himfelf  fo  much.  The  fecretary  would  not 
go  far  to  fatisfy  the  Whigs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  but  there  all  went  fwimmingly.  I  dined 
the  other  day  with  Lord  Rivers,  who  is  fick  at 
his  country -houfe,  and  he  {hewed  me  all  his 
cherries  blailed.  Farewell. 


LETTER      CXX. 

TO    MRS    D  I  N  G  L  E  Y. 

Ketifington,  June  \-]>   1712. 

I  HAVE  lodged  here  near,  a  fortnight,  partly 
for  the  air  and  exercife, — partly  to  be  near 
the  Court,  where  dinners  are  to  be  found.  I 
generally  get  a  lift  in  a  coach  to  town,  and  in 
the  evening  I  walk  back.  On  Saturday  I  dined 
with  the  Duchefs  of  OrmonJ,  at  her  lodge  near 
Sheen,  and  thought  to  get  a  boat  as  ufual.  I 
walked  by  the  bank  to  Kew,  but  no  boat  ;  then 
to  Moitlake,  but  no  boat  ;  and  it  was  nine 
o'clock.  At  laft  a  little  fculler  called,  full  of 
nafty  people.  I  made  him  fet  me  down  at  Ham- 
inerfmith,  fo  walked  two  miles  to  this  place,  and 

got 
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got  here  by  eleven.  Lift  eight  I  had  another 
loch  difficulty.  I  was  in  die  city  till  pail  *f** 
at  night;  k  rained  hard,  but  no  coach  to  be 
had.  It  was  over  a  little,  and  I  walked  all  the 
way  here,  and  got  home  by  twelve.  I  love  thefe 
lhabby  difficulties  when  they  are  over ;  but  I 
hate  them,  becaufe  they  arife  from  not  having 
a  thoufand  ponndra-year.  I  had  TOUT'S  about 
three  days  ago,  which  I  will  now  anfwer.  And 
firit,  I  did  not  relapfe,  but  1  came  out  before 
1  ought.  The  firti  going  abroad  made  people 
think  I  was  quite  recovered,  and  I  had  no  more 
me&ges  afterwards.  WeD,  but  John  Butt  k 
not  wrote  by  the  pedbn  yon  imagine,  k  is  too 
good  for  another  to  own.  Had  it  been  Grub- 
ftreet,  I  would  have  let  people  think  as  they 
pleafe;  and  I  think  that's  right :  Is  k  not?  I 
am  againft  DC  Smith.  I  drink  link  water  with 
my  wine,  yet  I  believe  he  B  right.  Dr  Cock- 
burn  told  me,  a  link  wine  would  not  hurt  me ; 
but  k  is  box  and  dry,  and  water  is  dangerous. 
The  wad!  thing  there,  is  my  evenings  at  Lord 
liafbain'sy  where  Lord  Trcafnrer  ceases,  and 
we  fat  till  after  twelve.  But  k  is  convenient  I 
fhoul J  be  among  them,  for  a-wofle,  as  much  as 
poffM"  I  need  not  tdl  you  why.  But  I  hope 
that  will  be  at  an  end  in  a  month  or  raro,  one 
way  or  other,  and  I  am  reiblved  it  ihail ;  but 
I  can't  go  to  Tunbridg:,  or  any  where  die  out 
of  the  way,  in  this  juncture.  Higgins  is  here, 
roaring  that  ail  is  wrong  in  Ireland,  and  would 
have  a;  get  hua  an  audiosce  of  Lord  Treaiurer, 

to 
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'to  tell  him  fo  ;  but  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  in 
it,  no,  not  I.  We  have  had  no  thunder  till 
laft  night,  and  till  then  we  were  dead  for  want 
of  rain  ;  but  there  fell  a  great  deal :  No  field 
looked  green.  I  reckon  the  Queen  will  go  to 
Windfor  in  three  or  four  weeks  ;  and  if  tli3 
fecretary  takes  a  houfe  there,  I  fhall  'be  fome- 
times  with  him.  I  heard  fomebody  coming  up 
flairs,  and  forgot  I  was  in  the  countiy.  I  was 
afraid  of  a  vifitor  ;  that  is  one  advantage  of  be- 
ing here,  that  I  am  not  teazed  with  foiicitors. 
Moult  the  cbymift  is  my  acquaintance.  I  fent 
the  queftion  to  him  about  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's 
cordial,  and  the  anfwer  he  returned  is  in 
thefe  words  :  "  My  fervice  to  Dr  Smith  ;  it  is 
"  directly  after  Mr  Boyle's  receipt/'  That 
commiffion  is  performed  ;  if  he  wants  any  of  it, 
Moult  fhall  ufe  him  fairly,  I  fuppofe  Smith  is 
onp  of  your  phyficians.  Well,  but  now  for  the 
peace  ;  why,  we  expedt  it  daily  ;  but  die  French 
have  the  ftaff  in  their  own  hands,  and  we  truft 
to  their  honefty.  I  wifh  it  were  otherwife. 
Things  are  now  in  the  way  of  being  foon  in  the 
extremes  of  well  or  ill.  I  hope  and  believe  the 
firft.  Lord  Wharton  is  gone  out  of  town  in  a, 
rage,  and  curies  himfelf,  and* friends,  for  ruining 
themfelves,  in  defending  Lord  Marlborough  and 
Godolphin,  and  taking  Nottingham  into  their 
favour.  He  fwears  he  will  meddle  no  more 
during  this  , reign  ;  a  pretty  fpeech  At  ilxty-fix, 
and  the  Queen  is  n;ar  twenty  years  younger, 

and 
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and  now  in  very  good  health  ;  for  you  muft 
know  her  health  is  fixed  by  a  certain  reafon, 
that  fhe  has  done  with  braces  (I  muft  ufe  the 
expreffion)  and  nothing  ill  has  happened  to  her 
fince  ;  fo  (he  has  a  new  leafe  of  her  life.  Read 
the  letter  to  the  Whig  Lord  *.  Farewell. 


LETTER      CXXL 

TO    MRS    DINGLEY. 

Kevftngton,  July  r,   1712. 

I  NEVER  was  in  a  worfe  ftation  for  writing 
letters,  than  this  ;  for  I  go  to  town  early ; 
and  when  I  come  home  at  night,  I  generally  go 
to  Lord  Mafliam's,  where  Lord  Treafurer  comes, 
and  we  ftay  till  paft  twelve  ;  but  I  am  now  refolved 
to  write  journals  again,  though  my  fhoulder  is 
not  yet  well.  It  is  now  high  cherry-time  with  us  ; 
take  notice,  Is  it  fo  foon  with  you  ?  And  we  have 
early  apricots  ;  and  goofeberries  are  ripe.  Ou 
Sunday,  Arch-deacon  Parnel  came  here  to  fee 
me.  It  feems  he  has  been  ill,  for  grief  of  his 
wife's  death,  and  has  been  two  months  at  the 
Bath.  He  has  a  mind  to  go  to  Dunkirk  with 

Tack 


»  "  It  was  publilhcd  under  the  title  of  A  Letter  frim  tbe 
Pretender  to  a  Jf'big  Lord,  dated  at  Gencains,  July  8,  1712. 
The  defign  of  this  fictitious  letter,  was  to  throw  off  the  odium 
»f  an  intention  to  bring  in  the  Pretender,  from  the 
Church  partv,  on  their  antasonilis  the  Whigs." 
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Jack  Hill,  and  I  perfuade  him  to  if,  and  h.ive 
fpoke  to  Hill  to  receive  him  ;  but  1  doubt  he 
won't  have  fpirit  to  go.  I  have  made  Foord  * 
Gazetteer,  and  got  two  hundred  pounds  a  year 
fettled  on  the  employment,  by  the  fecretaries  of 
fh:e,  befide  the  perquiiltes.  It  is  the  prettLft 
employment  in  England  of  its  bignefs  ;  yet  the 
puppy  does  not  feem  fatisfied  with  it.  I  think 
people  keep  fome  follies  to  themfelves,  till  they 
have  ociafion  to  produce  them.  He  thinks  it  not 
genteel  enough,  and  makes  twenty  difficulties. 
It  is  importable  to  make  any  man  eafy.  His  falary 
is  paid  him  every  week,  if  he  pleafes,  without 
taxes  or  abatements.  He  has  little  to  do  for  it. 
He  has  a  pretty  office,  with  coals,  candles,  pa- 
pers, &c.  can  frank  what  letters  he  will  j  and  his 
perquifites,  if  he  takes  care,  may  be  worth  one 
hundred  pounds  more,  I  hear  the  bifhop  of 
Clogher  is  landing,  or  landed,  in  England  j  and 
I  hope  to  fee  him  in  a  few  days.  I  was  to  fee 
Mrs  Bradley  on  Sunday  night.  Her  youngeft 
fon  is  to  nurry  fomebody  worth  nothing,  and 
her  daughter  was  forced  to  leave  Lady  GifFard  f , 
becaufe  ilie  was  ftriking  up  an  intrigue  with  a 
footman,  who  played  well  on  the  flute.  This  is 
the  mother's  account  of  it.  Yefterday,  the  old 
bifhop  of  Worcefter  ^,  who  pretends  to  be  a 

prophet, 

*  '  Cl.arks  Foovd,  F.fq;  feveral  of  \vhofe  letters  are  in  this 
collection.' 

-f  •  Martha,  firter  to  Sir  William  Temple.  She  died  in  IJJJ, 
aged  84-' 

J  «  Dr  William  Lloyd.' 
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prophet,  went  to  the  Queen,  by  appointment,  to 
prove  to  her  Wajefty,  out  of  Daniel,  and  the  Re- 
velations, that  four  years  heuce  there  would  be 
a  war  of  religion  ;  that  the  King  of  France 
would  be  a  Proteftant,  and  fight  on  their  fide  ; 
and  the  popedom  would  be  deftroyed,  &c.  And 
declared,  that  he  would  be  content,  to  give  up 
his  bifhoprick,  if  it  were  not  true.  Lord  Trea- 
iurer,  who  told  it  me,  was  by,  and  fome  others  ; 
and  I  am  told,  Lord  Trtafurer  confounded  him 
fadly  in  his  own  hearing,  which  made  the  old- 
fool  very  quarrelfome.  He  is  near  ninety  years 
old.  Have  you  feen  Toland's  Invitation  to  Dif- 
mal  *  :  How  do  you  like  it  ?  But  it  is  an  imi- 
tation of  Horace,  and  pei-haps  you  do  not  unJer- 
ftand  Horace.  Here  has  been  a  great  fweep  of 
employments,  and  ^e  expeft  itill  more  removals. 
The  Court  Teems  refoived  to  make  thorough 
\vork.  Mr  Hill  intended  to  fet  out  to-morrow  for 
Dunkirk,  or"  which  he  is  appointed  governor; 
but  he  tells  me  to-day,  he  cannot  go  till  ThurfHay 
or  Friday.  I  with  it  were  over.  Mr  Secretary 
tells,  me,  he  is  in  no  fear  at  all,  that  France  will 
play  nicks  with  us.  If  we  have  Dunkirk  once, 
all  is  fafe.  We  rail  now  all  againft  the  Dutch, 
who  indeed  have  afted  like  knaves,  fools,  and 
madmen.  Mr  Secretary  is  fbon  to  be  made  a 
Yifcount.  He  dedred^I  would  draw  the  preamble 
of  his  patent ;  but  I  excufed  myfelf  from  a  work, 

that 

*  The  Earl  of  Nottingham.     See  the  poem  among  the  pofl- 
hnmous  Pieces,  publifhed  by  Mr  Deanc  5 
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that  might  lofe  me  a  great  deal  of  reputation,  and 
get  me  very  little.  We  would  fain  have  the 
Court  make  him  an  Earl,  but  it  will  not  be  ;  and 
therefore  he  will  not  take  the  title  of  Bolingbroke, 
which  is  lately  extinct  in  the  elden  branch  of  .his 
family.  I  have  advifed  him  to  be  called  Lord 
Pomfret :  But  he  thinks  that  title  is  already  in 
fome  other  family  ;  and,  befides,  he  objects,  that 
it  is  in  Yorkfhire,  where  he  has  no  eftate  :  But 
there  is  nothing  in  that,  and  I  love  Pomfret. 
Why?  'Tis  in  all  our  hiftories ;  they  are  full  of 
Pomfret-caftle.  Steele  was  arrefted  the  other  day 
for  making  a  lottery,  directly  againft  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  He  is  now  under  profecution  ;  but 
they  think  it  will  be  dropped,  out  of  pity.  I  be- 
lieve he  will  very  foon  lofe  his  employment,  for 
he  has  been  mighty  impertinent  of  late,  in  his 
Spectators  ;  and  I  will  never  offer  a  word  in  his 
behalf.  Raymond  writes  me  word,  that  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Meath  *  was  going  to  fummon  me,  in 
order  to  fufpenfion  for  abfence,  if  the  provoft 
had  not  prevented  him.  I  am  prettily  rewarded 
for  getting  them  their  firft-fruits.  We  have  had 
very  little  hot  weather  during  the  whole  month 
of  June  ;  and,  for  a  week  pafl,  we  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  rain,  though  not  every  day.  I  am 
juft  now  told,  that  the  governor  of  Dunkirk  has 
not  orders  yet,  to  deliver  up  the  town  to  Jack 
i  Hill 

*  '  Dr  William  Moreton,  tranflated  to  that  See,  from  Ki!- 
dirc,  in  i-ej.     He  ilied  the  2ift  of  November,  1715.' 


CORRESPONDENCE.        277 

Hill  and  his  forces,  but  expects  them  daily.  This 
mutt  put  off  Hill's  journey  a  while,  and  I  don't 
like  thefe  ftoppings  in  fuch  an  affair.  Farewell. 


LETTER      CXXII. 

TO    MRS    D  INGLE  Y. 

Kenfington,  July  17,  1712. 

I  A  M  weary  of  living  in  this  place,  and  glad 
to  leave  it  foon.  The  Queen  goes  on  Tuef- 
day  to  Windfor,  and  I  (hall  follow  in  three  or 
four  days  after.  I  can  do  nothing  here,  going 
early  to  London,  and  coming  late  from  it,  and 
Tupping  at  Lady  Mafliam's.  I  dined  to-day  with, 
the  Duke  of  Argyll,  at  Kew;  and  would  not  .go 
to  the  Court  to-night,  becaufe  of  writing  to  you. 
Since  Dunkirk  has  been  in  our  hands,  Grubftrect 
has  been  very  fruitful.  I  have  wrote  five  or  fix 
Grubftreet  papers  this  laft  week. 

Have  you  feen  Toland's  Invitation  to  Difmal, 
or,  A  Hue  and  Cry  after  Difmal ;  or,  A  Ballad 
on  Dunkirk  ;  or,  An  Agreement  that  Dunkirk 
is  not  in  our  hands  ?  Poh  !  You  have  feen  no- 
thing. I  am  dead  here  with  the  hot  weather ; 
yet  I  walk  every  night  home,  and  believe  it  does 
me  good ;  but  my  fhoulder  is  not  yet  right ;  itch- 
ings  and  fcratchings,  and  fmall  akings.  I  have 
heard  of  the  bifhop's  *  making  me  uneafy,  but  I 
VOL.  XIV.  A  a  did 

*  «  OfMeath.' 
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did  not  think  it  was  becaufe  I  never  wrote  to  him. 
A  little  would  make  me  write  to  him.  1  find  I 
am  obliged  to  the  provoft,  for  keeping  the  bilhop 
from  being  impertinent.  I  never  talked  to  Hig- 
gins  but  once  in  the  ftreet,  and  I  believe  he  and 
I  fhall  hardly  meet  but  by  chance.  What  care  I, 
whether  my  letter  to  Lord  Treafurer  be  com- 
mended there  or  no  ?  Why  does  not  fomebody 
among  you  anfwer  it,  as  three  or  four  have  done 
here?  You  hear  Secretary  St  John  is  made 
Yifcount  Bolingbroke.  I  could  hardly  perfuade 
him  to  take  that  title,  becaufe  the  eldeft  branch 
of  his  family,  had  it  in  an  earldom,  and  it  was 
laft  year  extinct.  Jack  Hill  fent  his  fitter  a  pat- 
tern of  a  head-drefs  from  Dunkirk  ;  it  was  like 
a  fartiion  twenty  years  ago,  only  not  quite  fo 
high,  and  looks  very  ugly.  I  have  made  Trap 
chaplain  to  Lord  BoUngbroke,  and  he  is  mighty 
happy  and  thankful  for  it.  Mr  Addifon  returned 
me  my  vifit  this  morning.  He  lives  in  our  town. 
1  (hall  be  mighty  retired,  and  mighty  bufy  for  a 
while  at  Windior.  Pray,  why  don't  you  go  to 
Trim,  and  fee  Laracor,  and  give  me  an  account 
of  the  garden  and  the  river,  and  the  hollies  and 
the  cherry-trees  on  the  river-walk  ? 

19.  I  could  not  fend  this  letter  laft  ppft,  being 
called  away  before  I  could  finifli  it.  I  dined 
yefterday  with  Lord  Treafurer  •,  fat  with  them  till 
ten  at  night ;  yet  could  not  find  a  minute  for 
fome  bufinefs  I  had  with  him.  He  brought  me 
to  Kenfington,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  would  not 

let 
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let  me  go  away  till  two.  To-day  there  will  be 
another  Grub,  A  letter  from  the  Pretender  ty  a 
Wlig  LsrcL  Grubftreet  has  but  ten  days  to  live; 
then  an  Act  of  Parliament  takes  place,  that  ruins 
it,  by  taxing  every  half-{heet  at  a  half-penny.  We 
have  news  juft  come,  but  not  the  particulars,  that 
the  Earl  of  Albsmarle,  at  the  head  of  eight  thou- 
fand  Dutch,  is  beaten,  loft  the  greateft  part  of 
his  men,  and  hiaifelf  made  a  prifouer.  This 
perhaps  may  cool  their  courage,  and  make  them 
think  of  a  peace.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  has 
got  abundance  of  credit,  by  his  good  conduct  of 
aifairs  in  Flanders.  Farewell. 


LETTER      CXXIII. 

TO    MRS    DIN  GLE  Y. 

London ,  Aug.  7,  1712. 

I  LEFT  Windfor  oa  Monday  la  ft,  upon  Lord 
pbroke's  tkring  gone  to  France}  and 
fomebody's  being  here,  that  I  ought  often  to  con- 
fult  with  in  an  affair  I  am  upon  :  But  that  perfon 
talks  of  returning  to  Windfbr  again,  and  I  be- 
lieve I  fhall  follow  him.  I  am  now  in  a  hedge 
lodging,  very  bufy,  as  I  am  every  day  till  noon  ; 
fo  that  this  letter  is  like  to  be  fhort,  and  you  are 
not  to  blame  me  thefe  two  months  j  for  I  proteft, 
if  I  ftudy  ever  fo  har,  ,  I  cannot  in  that 

time  compafs  what  I  am  upon.     We  have  a  fever 
A  a  2  both. 
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both  here  and  at  Windfor,  which  hardly  any  bo- 
dy mifTes  ;  but  it  lafts  not  above  three  or  four 
days,  and  kills  nobody.  The  Queen  had  forty 
fervants '  down  in  it  at  once.  I  dined  yefterday 
with  Lord  Treafurer,  but  could  do  no  bufinefs, 
though  he  fent  for  me,  I  thought,  on  purpofe  ; 
but  he  defires  ]  will  dine  with  him  again  to-day. 
Windfor  is  a  moft  delightful  place,  and  at  this 
time  abounds  in  dinners.  My  lodgings  look  up- 
on Eaton  and  the  Thames.  I  wifh  I  was  owner 
of  them  ;  they  belong  to  a  prebend.  Do  you 
know,  that  Grubftreet  is  dead  and  gone  laft  week? 
No  more  ghofts  or  murders,  now,  for  love 
or  money.  I  plied  it  pretty  clofe  the  lalt  fort- 
night, and  publiflied  at  lead  feven  penny  papers 
of  my  own,  befides  fome  of  other  people's ;  but 
now  every  {ingle  half-fheet,  pays  a  half-penny  to 
the  Queen.  The  Obfervator  is  fallen  ;  the  Med- 
leys are  jumbled  together  with  the  Flying  Poft  j 
the  Examiner  is  deadly  lick  ;  the  Spectator  keeps 
up,  and  doubles  its  price  ;  I  know  not  how  long 
it  will  hold.  Have  you  feen  the  red  ftamp  the  pa- 
pers are  marked  with  ?  Methinks  the  ilamping  is 
worth  a  half- penny.  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Prior 
fet  out  for  France  lad  Saturday.  My  Lord's  bufi- 
nefs is  to  haften  the  peace,  before  the  Dutch  are 
too  much  mauled  ;  and  to  hinder  France  from 
carrying  the  jeft  of  beating  them  too  far.  Have 
you  feen  the  fourth  part  of  John  Bull  ?  It  is 
equal  to  the  reft,  and  extremely  good.  The 
bifhop  of  Clogher's  fon  has  been  ill  of  St 

Anthony's 
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Anthony's  fire,  but  is  now  quite  well.  I  was 
afraid  his  face  would  be  fpoiled,  but  it  is  uot. 
Dilly  is  juft  as  he  ufed  to  be,  and  puns  as  plenti- 
fully, and  as  bad.  Raymond  wrote  to  me,  that 
he  intended  to  invite  vou  to  Trim.  Are  you,  have 
you,  will  you  be  there  ?  If  you  hSve  not  your 
letters  in  due  time,  for  two  months  hence,  im- 
pute it  to  my  being  tofticated  between  this  and 
Windfor.  Poor  Lord  \Vinchelfea  *  is  dead,  to 
my  great  grief.  He  was  a  worthy  honeft  gentle- 
man, and  a  particular  friend  of  mine  :  And, 
what  is  yet  worfe,  my  old  acquaintance,  Mrs 
Fmch  f,  is  now  Countefs  of  Winchelfea,  the  title 
being  fallen  to  her  hufband,  bjit  without  much 
eftate.  I  have  been  poring  my  eyes  all  this  morn- 
ing, and  it  is  now  paft  two  afternoon,  fo  I  fhall 
take  a  little  walk  in  the  park.  Do  you  play  at 
ombre  ftill  ?  Or  is  that  off  by  Mrs  Stoyte's  ab- 
feace,  and  Mrs  Manley's  grief?  FarewelL 


Aaj  LET- 


•  •  Charles,  Earl  of  WincheUea,  foil  Lord  ComimlEoner  of 
Trade  and  Plantations.  He  died,  Aoruft  14,  1711.* 

f  '  Aon,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Kingfiaill,  of  Sidmoaton, 
inHainR(hirc,w^eofH«eaSeriiidi,EarlofWiDdielfea.  She 
was  author  of  Tie  Sfltn,  aad  other  Poems.  She  died, 
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LETTER      CXXIV. 

TO      GENERAL      HILL.* 

SIR,  W"tndfcr-Cajllet    Aug.  12,  1712. 

WITH  great  difficulty  I  recovered  your 
prefent,  of  the  fineft  box  in  France,  out 
of  the  hands  of  Mrs  Hill :  She  allowed  her  own 
to  be  the  prettieft,  but  then  mine  was  the  h^nu- 
fomeft  ;  and,  in  fhort,  ihe  would  part  with  nei- 
ther. I  pleaded  my  brotherhood,  and  got  my 
Lord  and  -Lady  Mafhani  to  intercede  ;  and,  at 
laft,  fhe  threw  it  me  with  a  heavy  figh  :  But, 
now  it  is  in  my  pofTeffion,  I  wifh  you  had  fent  a 
paper  of  directions  how  I  (hall  keep  it.  You 
that  fit  at  your  eafe,  and  have  nothing  to  do  but 
to  keep  Dunkirk,  never  confider  the  difficulties 
you  have  brought  upon  me  :  Twenty  Ladies  have 
threatened  to  feize  .or  furprize  my  box ;  and 
what  are  twenty  thoufand  French  or  Dutch,  in 
comparifon  of  thofe  ?  Mrs  Hill  fays,  it  was  a 
very  idle  thing  in  you  to  fend  fuch  a  prefent,  to 
a  man  who  can  neither  punifh  nor  reward  you, 
fince  Grubftreet  is  no  more  :  For  the  Parliament 
has  killed  all  the  mufes  of  Grubftreet,  who  yet, 
in  their  laft  moments,  cried  out  nothing  but  Dun- 
kirk. My  Lord  Treafurer,  who  is  the  moft  ma- 
licious perfon  in  the  world,  fays  you  ordered  a 
goofe  to  be  drawn  at  the  bottom  of  my  box,  as  a 

refle&ion 

*  Brother  to  Lady  Maffcam. 
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reflection  upon  the  clergy ;  and  that  I  ought  to 
refent  it :  Bat  I  am  not  angry  at  all,  and  his 
Lordfhip  observes  by  halves  ;  for  the  gooie  is 
there  drawn  pecking  at  a  faail,  juit  as  I  'do  at 
him,  to  make  him  mend  his  pace  in  relation 
to  the  public,  although  it  be  hitherto  in  vain. 
And,  befides,  Dr  Arbuthnot,  who  is  a  fcholar, 
lavs  you  meant  it  a  compliment  for  us  both: 
That  I  am  the  goofe,  who  faved  the  Capitol  by 
my  cackling  »-  and  that  bis  Lordlhip  is  repreient- 
ed  by  the  fnail,  becaufe  he  preierves  his  coon- 
try  by  delays.  But  my  Lord  Mafham  is  not  to 
be  endured :  He  obferved,  that,  in  the  picture  of 
the  infide,  which  reprefents  a  great  company 
dancing,  there  ftands  a  fool  with  a  cap  and  bells, 
and  he  would  needs  underftand  that  figure  as 
applied  to  me.  And  the  worit  of  k  was,  that  I 
happened,  bit  night,  to  be  at  my  Lady  Duchels 
of  Shrewfbury's  ball ;  where,  looking  a  little  fin- 
gular  among  fo  many  fine  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
his  Lordfliip  came,  and  whifpered  me,  to  look  at 
my  box  ;  which  I  refented  fo  highly,  that  I  went 
away  in  a  rage,  without  fraying  for  fupper.  How- 
ever, coauderiag  of  it  better,  after  a  night's 
fkep,  I  find  ail  this  is  nothing  but  envy,  and  a 
deiign  to  make  a  quarrel  between  you  and  me  : 
But  it  (hall  not  do  fo  ;  tor  I  hope  your  inten- 
tions were  good,  however  malice  may  mifrepre- 
fent  them.  And  though  1  am  ufed  ill.  by  all 
your  family,  who.  win  my  money,  and  bugh  ar 
me,  yet,  to  vex  them  more,  1  will  forgive  them 

far 
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for  your  fake ;  and,  as  foon  as  I  can  break  loofe, 
will  come  to  Dunkirk  for  a  fortnight,  to  get  a 
little  eafe  from  my  many  perfecutions,  by  the 
Harleys,  the  Mafhams,  and  the  Hills  :  Only  I 
intend  to  change  my  habit,  for  fear  Colonel  Kil- 
ligrew  fliould  miftake  me  for  a  chimney-fweeper. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  wiih  you  all  fuccefs  in  your 
government,  loyal  French  fubjects,  virtuous  la- 
dies, little  champaigne,  and  much  health  :  And 
am,  with  the  trueft  rtfpect  and  efteem, 

S  I  R, 
Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant,  and  brother. 


LETTER      CXXV. 

TO      MRS      DINGLEY. 

Windfo>-y   Sept.  15,  1712. 

I  HAVE  been  much  out  of  order  of  late,  with 
the  old  giddinefs  in  my  head.  I  took  a  vo- 
mitfor  it  two  days  ago,  and  will  take  another  a- 
bout  a  day  or  two  hence.  I  have  eat  mighty  lit- 
tle fruit ;  yet  I  impute  my  diforder  to  that  little, 
and  fhall  henceforth  wholly  forbear  it.  I  am 
engaged  in  a  long  work,  and  have  done  all  I  can 
of  it,  and  wait  for  fome  papers  from  the  minifny 
for  materials  for  the  reft  ;  and  they  delay  me,  as 
if  it  were  a  favour  I  afked  them  ;  fo  that  I  have 
been  idle  here  this  good  while,  and  it  happened 
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in  a  right  tiaie,  when  I  was  too  much  out  of 
order  to  ftudy  One  is  kept  conftandy  out  of 
hsmour,  by  a  thouiand  unaccountable  things  in 
public  proceedings  ;  and  when  I  reafoa  with 
fome  friends,  we  cannot  conceive  how  affairs 
can  laft  as  they  are.  God  only  knows,  but  it  is 
a  very  melancholy  fubject  for  thofe  who  have 
any  near  concern  in  it.  I  am  again  endeavouring, 
as  I  was  laft  year,  to  keep  people  from  breaking 
to  pieces  upon  a  hundred  miiunderftandings. 
One  cannot  withhold  them  from  drawing  diffe- 
rent ways,  while  the  enemy  is  watching  to  de- 
ftroy  both.  See  how  my  ftile  is  altered,  by  living 
and  thinking,  and  talking  among  thefe  people- 
Inftead  of  my  canal  and  river,  walk  and  willows, 
I  lole  all  my  money  here  among  the  ladies  j  fo 
that  I  never  play  when  I  can  help  it,  being  fure 
to  lofe.  I  have  loft  five  pounds  the  five  weeks 
I  have  been  here.  I  hope  you  are  luckier  at 
piquet,  with  the  Dean  and  Mrs  Walls.  I  wait 
here  but  to  fee  what  they  will  do  for  me ;  and 
whenever  preferments  are  given  from  me,  1  will 
go  over. 

1 8.  I  have  taken  a  vomit  to-day,  and  hope  I 
{hall  be  better.  1  have  been  very  giddy,  fince  I 
wrote  what  is  before,  yet  not  as  I  ufed  to  be  ; 
more  frequent,  but  not  fo  /violent.  Yefterday 
we  were  alarmed  with  the  Queen's  being  ill :  She 
had  an  aguilh  and  feveriih  fit ;  and  you  never 
faw  fuch  countenances  as  we  all  had,  fuch  dilmal 
melancholy.  Her  phyfidans  from  town  were 

fent 
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fent  for  ;  but  towards  night  (he  grew  better,  to- 
day ihe  is  on  her  feet  and  was  up  :  We  are  not 
now  in  any  fear  ;  it  will  be  at  vvorft  but  an  ague, 
and  we  hope  even  that  will  not  return.  Lord 
Treafurer  would  not  come  here  from  London, 
becaufe  it  would  make  a  noife,  if  he  came  before 
his  ufual  time,  which  is  Saturday,  and  he  goes 
•away  on  Mondays.  The  Whigs  have  loft  a  great 
fupport  in  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  *.  It  is  a  good 
jeft  to  hear  the  minifters  talk  of  him  now  with 
humanity  and  pity,  becaufe  he  is  dead,  and  can  do 
them  no  more  hurt.  Lady  Orkney,  the  late 
King's  miftrefs,  who  lives  at  a  fine  place  five 
miles  from  hence,  (called  Clifillen),  and  I,  are 
grown  mighty  acquaintance.  She  is  the  wifeft 
woman  I  ever  faw  ;  and  Lord  Treafurer  made 
great  ufe  of  her  advice  in  the  late  change  of  af- 
fairs. I  hear  Lord  Marlborough  is  growing  ill 
of  his  diabetes  j  which,  if  it  be  true,  may  foon, 
carry  him  ofF;  and  then  the  miniftry  will  be 
fomething  more  at  eafe.  The  doctor  tells  me  I 
muft  go  into  a  courfe  of  fteel,  though  I  have 
not  the  fpleen  ;  for  that  they  can  never  give  me, 
though  I  have  as  -much  provocation  to  it  as  any 
man  alive.  Bernage's  regiment  is  broke  ;  but  he 
is  upon  half-pay.  I  have  not  feen  him  this  long 
time  ;  but  I  fuppofe  he  is  over-run  with  melan- 
choly. My  Lord  Shrewfbury  is  certainly  de- 
figned  to  be  governor  of  Ireland  ;  and,  I  believe 
the  Duchefs  will  pleafe  the  people  there  mightily. 

I 
_*  He  died  September  15,  1714. 
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I  hear  there  are  five  or  fix  people  putting  ftrong- 
ly  in  for  my  livings  ;  God  help  them  !  But  if 
ever  the  Court  fhould  give  me  any  thing,  I 
would  recommend  Raymond  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  ;  not  for  any  particular  friendfhip  to  him, 
but  becaufe  It  would  be  proper  for  the  minifter 
of  Trim  to  have  Laracor.  You  may  keep  the 
gold-ftudded  fnuff-box  now  ;  for  my  brother  * 
Hill,  governor  of  Dunkirk,  has  fent  me  the  fineft 
that  ever  you  few.  It  is  allowed  at  Court,  that 
none  in  England  comes  near  it,  though  it  did  not 
coft  above  twenty  pounds  f .  And  the  Duchefs 
of  Hamilton  has  made  me  a  pocket  for  it,  like  a 
woman's,  with  a  belt  and  buckle,  (for  I  wear  no 
waiftcoat  in  Summer),  and  there  are  feveral  divi- 
fions,  and  one  on  purpofe  for  my  box.  We 
have  had  moft  delightful  weather  this  whole 
week  ;  but  the  illnefs  and  vomiting  have  hundred 
me  from  (haring  in  a  great  part  of  it.  Lady 
Mafham  made  the  Queen  fend  to  Kenfington,  for 
fome  of  her  preferved  ginger  for  me,  which  I 
take  in  the  morning,  and  hope  it  will  do  me  good. 
The  Queen  will  ftay  here  about  a  month  longer, 
I  fuppofe ;  but  Lady  Maftiam  will  go,  in  ten  days, 
to  lie  in  at  Kenfington.  Poor  creature  !  fhe  fell 
down  in  the  Court  here  the  other  day.  She 
would  needs  walk  acrofs  it  upon  fome  difpleafure 

with 

*  One  of  our  fociety. 

+  This  is  the  box,  on  the  bottom  of  which  the  goofe  and 
fnail  were  painted,  that  gave  occafion  to  the  jeft  and  repartee 
between  Swift  and  Lord  Oxford.  See  Swift's  life,  and  a  par- 
ticular defcripiion  of  the  box  in  the  former  Letter. 
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with  her  chairmen,  and  was  like  to  be  fpoiled 
To  near  her  time  ;  but  we  hope  all  is  over  for  a 
black  eye  and  a  fore  fide,  though  I  fhall  not  be  at 
eafe  till  fhe  is  brought  to-bed.  1  find  I  can  fill  up 
a  letter  fome  way  or  other,  without  a  journal. 
If  I  had  not  a  fpirit  naturally  chearful  *,  I  fhould 
be  very  much  difcontented  at  a  thoufand  things. 
Pray  God  preferve  your  health,  and  that  I  may 
live  free  from  the  envy  and  difcontent,  that  at- 
tends thofe,  who  are  thought  to  have  more  fa- 
vour at  Court  than  they  really  poffefs.  Farewell. 


LETTER       CXXVI. 

TO    MRS    DINGLE  Y. 

London,   Oct.  p,    1712. 

I  HAVE  left   Windfor  thefe  ten  days,    and 
am  deep  in  pills,  with  ajja  fas-tida,  and  a  fteel 
bitter  drink  ;  and  I  find   my  head  much   better 
than    it  was.       I  was  very  much'  difcouraged ; 
for   I   ufed   to   be  ill    for    three   or    four    days 
together,    ready  to  totter  as   I  walked.     I  take 
eight  pills  a-day,  and  have  taken,  I  believe,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  already.     The   Queen,  Lord 
Treafurer,    Lady  Mafliam,    and   I,    were  all  ill 
i  together, 

*  His  life  is  a  mournful  and  (hiking  in  (lance  of  the  power 
of  disappointment,  totally  to  fubvert  natural  chearfulnefs,  to 
t;ikc  :!.\ay  the  value  of  every  good,  and  aggravate  real  by  ima- 
ginary evil. 
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together,  but  are  now  all  better  ;  only  Lady 
Maiharn  expecls  every  day  to  lie  in  at  Kenlington. 
There  was  never  fuch  a  lump. of  lies  fpread  about 
the  town,  together,  as  now.  I  doubt  not  but  you 
will  have  them  in  Dublin  before  this  comes  to 
you,  arid  all  without  the  leaft  ground  of  truth. 
I  have  been  mightily  put  back  in  fomething  I  am 
writing,  by  my  illnefs  ;  but  hope  to  fetch  it  up, 
Ib  as  to  be  ready  when  the  parliament  meets. 
Lord  Treafurer  has  had  an  ugly  fit  of  the  rheu- 
matifm,  but  is  now  near  quite  well.  I  was 
playing  at  one-and-thirty  with  him,  and  his  fa- 
milyj  the  other  night.  He  gave  us  all  twelve- 
pence  a-piece  to  begin  with.  It  put  me  in  mind 
of  Sir  William  Temple  *.  I  afted  both  him  and 
Lady  Mafham,  ferioufly,  whether  the  Queen 
were  at  all  inclined  to  a  dropfy  ?  and  they  po- 
fitively  aiTured  me  fhe  was  not :  So  did  her  phy- 
fician  Arbuthnott,  who  always  attends  her.  Yet 
thefe  devils  have  fpread,  that  fhe  has  holes  in 
her  legs,  and  runs  at  her  navel,  and  I  know 
not  what.  Arbuthnott  has  fent  me  from  Wind- 
for,  a  pretty  difcourfe  upon  lying,  and  I  hate  or- 
dered the  printer  to  come  for  it.  It  is  a  propo- 
fal  for  publiflbing  a  curious  piece,  called,  The 
Art  of  Political  Lyingy  in  two  volumes,  &c.  and 
then  there  is  an  abftract  of  the  firft  volume, 
juft  like  thofe  pamphlets,  called,  <&*  Worls  of 
VOL.  XIV.  B  b  the 

*  Sir  William  treated  Swift  with  fo  little  liberality,  after 
encouraging  him  to  hope  he  wonld  provide  for  him,  that  it  was 
like  giving  him  a  {hilling  to  begin  the  world  with. 
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the  Learned.  Pray  get  it  when  it  comes  out  *. 
The  Queen  has  a  little  of  the  gout  in  one  of 
her  hands.  I  believe  fhe  will  Hay  a  month  ftill 
at  Windfor.  Lord  Treafurer  fliewed  me  the 
kirideft  letter  from1  her  in  the  world,  by  which 
I  picked  out  one  feci'et,  that  there  will  be  foon 
made  fome  knights  of  the  garter.  You  know 
another  is  fallen  by  Lord  Godolphin's  death  : 
He  will  be  buried  in  a  day  or  two  at  Weftminfler- 
Abbay.  I  fa\v  Tom  Leigh  in  town  once.  The 
bifhop  of  Clogher  has  taken  his  lodging  for  the 
Winter ;  they  are  all  well.  I  hear  there  are  in 
town,  abundance  of  people  from  Ireland  ;  half  a 
dozen  bHhops  at  leaft.  The  poor  old  biihop  of 
London  f,  at  paft  fourfcore,  fell  down  backwards 
going  up  flairs,  and  I  hear  broke  or  cracked  his 
Jkull  ;  yet  is  now  recovering.  The  town  is  as 
empty  as  at  Mitlfurnmer ;  and  if  I  had  not  oc- 
cafion  for  phyfic,  I  would  be  at  Windfor  ft  ill. 
Did  I  tell  you -of  Lord  Rivers  \  will  ?  He  has 
left  a  legacy  to  about  twenty  paulti-y  old  whores 
by  name,  and  not  a  farthing  to  any  friend,  de- 
pendent, or  relation  :  He  has  left  from  his  only 
child,  Lady  Barrymore,  her  mother's  eftate, 
and  given  the  whole  to  his  heir-male,  a  popifb. 

prieft, 

*  This  is  publifhed  among  the  Dean's  works,  and  is  part  of 
the  Mifcellany  which  he  printed  in  conjvmftion  with  Mr  Pope. 

\  '  Dr  Henry  Compton,  tianflated  to  that  fee,  from  the 
biflioprick  of  Oxfbrd,  in  1675.' 

f  '  Richard  Savage,  Earl  of  Rivers,  who  died  iSth  Auguft 
1711.' 
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prieft,  a  fecond  coufin,  who  is  now  Earl  Rivers, 
and  whom  he  uieJ  in  his  life  like  a  footman. 
After  him  it  goes  to  his  chief  wench  and  ba- 
ftard  *.  Lord  Treafurer  and  Lord  Chamber- 
lain are  executors  of  this  hopeful  will.  I  loved 
the  man,  and  deteft  his  memory.  "We  hear  no- 
thing of  peace  yet :  I  believe  verily  the  Dutch 
are  Ib  wilful,  becaufe  they  are  told  the  Queen, 
cannot  live.  I  believe  I  efcaped  the  fever,  bc- 
caufe  I  am  not  well ;  forne  physicians  here  talk 
very  melancholy,  and  think  it  foreruns  the 
plague,  which  is  actually  at  Hamburgh.  I  think 
we  both  have  the  faculty,  never  to  part  with  a 
a  diforder  for  ever j  we  are  very  conftaat.  I 
have  had  my  giddinefs  twenty-three  years  by  fits- 
OJ7.  ii.  Lord  Treaiurer  fent  for  me  yefter- 
day,  and  the  day  before,  to  lit  with  him,  becaufe 
he  is  not  yet  quite  well  enough  to  go  abroad  ; 
and  I  could  not  finifh  my  letter.  How  the  duce 
B  b  2  comt 

*  Among  other  natural  children  of  this  nobleman,  was 
Richard  Savage^  a  roan  celebrated  for  his  .genius  and  misfortunes. 
His  motner  was  Anne  countefs  of  Macclcsfieid,  to  whom  tavage 
addrelied  a  poem  called  The  Bafturd,  and  who  aftei  wards 
married  Cornel  Brett.  Lord  Rivers  having  committed  the 
child  to  her  care,  me  piaced  him  with  a  poor  woman  in  an  ob- 
fcure  village;  and  v. hen  he  enquired  after  him  on  his  death-' 
bed,  that  he  might  preside  for  Jiirn  among  other  natural  children, 
fhe  told  him  he  was  dead  ;  and  by  this  diabolical  and  unprovoked 
cruelty,  (he  deprived  her  fon  cf  a  legacy  of  Cx  thoufand  pounds, 
which  his  father  had  bequeathed  to  him  in  his  will,  and  which, 
not  fufpe£ting  that  there  could  exill,  in  a  hurnp.n  form,  a  mother, 
that  would  rain  herfon  without  er. .  :.  he  heftov\ed 

13 j>on  fonic  other  perfon.     Set  _va?e,  by  Jol 
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come  I  to  be  fo  exact  in  your  money  ?  juft  feven- 
teen  (hillings  and  eight-pence  more  than  due  •, 
I  believe  you  cheat  me.  Ppt.  *  makes  a  petition, 
with  many  apologies.  John  Danvers,  you  know, 
is  Lady  G'rffard's  friend.  I  tell  ,you  what,  as 
things  are  at  prefent,  I  cannot  poffibly  fpeak  to 
Lord  Treafurer  for  any  body.  I  need  tell  you 
no  more.  Something  or  nothing  will  be  done 
in  my  own  affairs  ;  if  the  former,  I  will  be  a  fo- 
licitor  for  your  fitter  ;  if  the  latter,  I  have  done 
with  Courts  for  ever.  Opportunities  will  often 
fall  in  my  way,  if  I  am  ufed  well,  and  I  will  then 
mike  it  my  bulinefs.  It  is  my  delight  to  do 
good  offices  for  people  who  want  and  deferve  it, 
and  a  tenfold  delight  to  do  it  to  a  relation  of  Ppt. 
whofe  affairs  Ppt.  has  fo  at  heart.  I  have  taken 
down  his  name  and  his  cafe,  (not  her  cafe);  and 
whenever  a  proper  time  comes,  I  will  do  all 
I  can  :  That  is  enough  to  fay,  when  I  can  do  no 
more  ;  and  I  beg  your  pardon  a  thoufand  times, 
that  I  cannot  do  better.  I  hope  the  Dean  of  St 
Patrick's  *  is  well  of  his  fever;  he  , has  ntvcr 
wrote  to  me  :  I  am  glad  of  it  ;  pray  don't  defire 
him  to  write.  I  have  dated  your  bill  late,  be- 
caufe  it  muft  not  commence  till  the  firft  of  No- 
vember 

*  Ppt.  is  Mrs  Johnfon.  Mrs  Dineley,  the  r.ady,  to  whom 
this  letter  is  addrefftd,  though  a  relation  of  Sir  W,i;lhm 
Temple's,  had  no  more  than  an  annuity  of  27 1.  for  a  fublifl- 
ence  :  This  the  Dean  ufed  to  receive  for  her  ;  and  it  was  known 
by  an  accident,  after  his  memory  failed,  that  he  allowed  her  aa 
Annuity  of  fifty. 

f  Dr  Sterne. 
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vember  next.      Are  you  good  houfe-wives  and 
readers  ?  Are  you   walkers  ?    I   know   you    are 

gamefters.     Are  you.  drinkers  ?  Are  you : 

hold,  I  muft  go  no  farther,  for  fear  of  abufing 
•fine  Ladies.  Panjifol  has  not  fent  me  one  word 
how  he  fet  this  year's  tythes.  Pray  allc  whether 
tythes  lit  well  or  ill  this  year.  Bifhop  of  Kii- 
laloe  *  tells  me,  wool  bears  a  good  rate  in  Ire- 
land ;  but  how  is  corn  ?  I  dined  yefterday  with 
Lady  Orkney,  and  we  fat  alone  from  two  till 
eleven  at  night.  You  have  heard  of  her,  I  fup- 
pofe.  I  have  twenty  letters  upon  my  hands,  and 
am  fo  lazy,  and  fo  bufy,  I  cannot  anfwer  them, 
and  they  grow  upon  me  for  feveral  months. 
Have  I  any  apples  at  Laracor  ?  It  is  ftrange  eve- 
ry year  mould  blaft  them,  when  I  took  fo  much 
care  for  fhelter.  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  been  idle 
at  his  country-houfe  this  fortnight,  which  puts 
me  backwards  in  bufinefs  I  have.  I  am  got  into 
an  ordinary  room  two  pair  of  flairs,  and  fee  no- 
body, if  I  can  help  it ;  yet  fome  puppies  have 
found  me  out,  and  my  man  is  not  fuch  an  artift 
as  ^atrick  at  denying  me.  Patrick  has  been 
foliciting  to  come  to  me  again,  but  in  vain. 
The  printer  has  been  here  with  fome  of  the  new- 
whims  printed,  and  has  taken  up  my  time.  I 
r»m  juft  going  out,  and  can  only  bid  you  farewell. 


B  b  3  LET- 

*  Dr.WSliiai  Lloyd,  who  died  in  December  1716, 
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LETTER      CXXVII. 

TO      MRS     JOHNSON. 

London ,   Oct.  28,   1712. 

I  HAVE  been  in  phyfic  this  month,  and  have 
been  better  thefe  three  weeks.  I  ftop  my 
phyfic,  by  the  Doctor's  orders,  till  he  fends  me 
farther  directions.  D.  D.  *  grows  politician, 
and  longs  to  hear  the  peace  is  proclaimed.  I 
hope  we  fhall  have  it  foon  ;  for  the  Dutch  are 
fully  humbled  ;  and  Prior  is  juft  come  over 
from  France,  for  a  few  days ;  I  fuppofe,  upon 
ibme  important  affair.  I  faw  him  laft  night,  but 
had  no  private  talk  with  him.  Stocks  rife  upon 
his  coming.  As  for  my  fray  in  England,  it  can- 
not be  long  now,  and  fo  tell  my  friends.  The 
parliament  will  not  meet  till  after  Chriftmas  ;  and 
by  that  time  the  work  I  am  doing  will  be  over, 
and  then  nothing  fhall  keep  me.  I  am  very 
much  difcontented  at  Parvifol,  about  neglecting 
to  fell  my  horfes,  &c. 

Lady  Mafham  is  not  yet  brought  to-bed,  but 
we  expect  it  daily.  I  dined  with  her  to-day.  Lord 
Bolingbroke  returned  about  two  months  ago,  and 
Prior  about  a  week  ;  and  goes  back  (Prior  I 
mean). in  a  few  days.  Who  told  you  of  my  fnuff- 
box,  and  pocket  ?  Did  I  ?  I  had  a  letter  to-day 
from  Dr  Coghill,  defiring  me  to  get  Raphoe  for 

Dean 

*  Perhaps  Mrs  Dingley. 
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Dean  Sterne,  and  the  deanry  for  nayfelf.  I  ihall 
indeed  ;  I  have  fuch  obligations  to  Sterne.  But, 
however,  if  I  am  afked,  who  will  make  a  good 
biihop,  I  (hall  name  him  before  any  body.  Then 
comes  another  letter,  defiring  I  would  recom- 
mend a.  provoft,  fuppofing  that  Pratt  *,  (who 
has  been  here  about  a  week)  will  certainly  be 
promoted;  but,  I  believe,  he  will  not.  I  pre- 
iented  Pratt  to  Lord  Treafurer,  and  truly  young 
Molyneaux  f,  would  have  had  me  prefent  him 
too  ;  but  I  direcHy  anfwered  him,  I  would  not, 
unlefs  he  had  bufinefs  with  him.  He  is  the  ion 
of  one  Mr  Molyneaux,  of  Ireland.  His  father 
wrote  a  book  £ ;  I  luppofe  you  laiow  it.  Here  is 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  going  out  of  England, 
(Lord  knows  why)  which  cauies  many  {pecula- 
tions. Some  fay  he  is  confcious  of  guilt,  and 
dare  not  fiand  it.  Others  think  he  has  a  mind 
to  fling  an  odium  on  the  Government,  as  who 
ihould  fay,  that  one,  who  has  done  fuch  great 
(ervices  to  his  country,  cannot  live  quietly  in  it, 
by  reafon  of  the  malice  of  his  enemies.  I  have 
helped  to  patch  up  thefe  people  together  once 


»  T>r  Benjamin  Pratt,  proved  of  Trinity-CoJkge,  atDsblin.' 
f  «  Samuel,  foo  of  William  Molyncaax,  Efq;  the  frirad  2nd 
correfpoodent  of  Mr  Locke.  Mr  Samuel  Mcly  cescx  was  after- 
wards Secretary  to  the  late  King  George  II.  when  Priace  of 
Wales.  He  married  Lady  Elizabeth  CapcU,  daughter  of  Al- 
ftrnon,  £ari  of  Eflcx.  He  died  io  April  1728.' 

|  •  The  Cafe  of  Ireland's  being  bound  by  A«fa  of  ParEamcnt 
in  Ecgland  Hated,  pnbiiihed  in  1698, 
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Biore.  God  knows  how  long  it  may  laft.  I  was 
to-day  at  a  trial  between  Lord  Lanfdown,  and 
Lord  Carteret,  two  friends  of  mine.  It  was  in 
in  the  Queen's  Bench,  for  about  fix  thoufand 
pounds  a-year,  (or  nine  I  think.)  I  fat  under 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Parker  ;  and  his  pen  falling 
down,  I  reached  it  up.  He  made  me  a  low  bow  ; 
and.  I  was  going  to  whifper  him,  that  '  I  had 
done  good  for  evil  ;  for  he  would  have  taken 
mine  from  me.'  I  told  it  Lord  Treafurer  and  Bo- 
lingbroke.  Parker  would  not  have  known  me, 
if  feveral  Lords  on  the  Bench,  and  in  the  Court, 
bowing,  had  not  turned  every  body's  eyes,  and 
fet  them  a  whifpering.  I  owe  the  dog  a  Ipite, 
and  will  pay  him  in  two  months  at  fartheft,  if  I 
can.  So  much  for  that.  But  you  muft  have 
chat,  -and  I  muft  fay  every  forry  thing,  that 
comes  into  my  head,  l^hcy  fay  the  Qijeen  will 
ftay  a  month  longer  at  Windfor.  Thefe  devils  of 
Grubftreet  rogues,  that  write  the  Flying-Poft,  and 
Medley,  in  one  paper,  will  not  be  quiet.  They 
are  always  mauling  Lord  Treafurer,  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  and  me.  We  have  the  dog  under  profe- 
cution,  but  Bolingbroke  is  not  active  enough  ; 
but  I  hope  to  fwinge  him.  He  is  a  Scotch  rogue, 
one  Ridpath.  They  get  out  upon  bail,  and  write 
on.  We  take  them  again,  and  get  frefli  bail ; 
and  fo  it  goes  round.  They  fay  fome  learned 
Dutchman  has  wrote  a  book,  proving,  by  Civil 
Law,  that  we  do  them  wrong  by  this  peace  ;  but 
I  ihall  fliew,  by  plain  reafon,  that  we  have  fuffer- 

ed. 
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cd  the  wrong,  and  not  they.  I  toil  like  a  horfe, 
and  have  hundreds  of  letters  ftill  to  read  j  and 
fqueeze  a  line  perhaps  oat  of  each,  or  at  leaft  the 
feeds  of  a  line.  Stratford  goes  back  to  Holland 
in  a  day  or  two,. and  I  hope  our  peace  is  very 
near.  I  have  about  thirty  pages  more  to  write, 
(this  is  to  be  extracted),  which  will  be  llxty  ia 
print.  It  is  toe  moft  troublefome  part  of  au,  and 
I  cannot  keep  myfelf  private,  though  I  ftoU  into 
a  room  up  two  pair  of  itairs,  when  I  cazne  from 
"\Yindlbr ;  but  my  preient  man  has  not  yet  learn- 
ed his  kfTon  of  denying  me  difcreetly. 

30.  The  Duchefs.  of  Ormoad  found  ine  out 
to-diy,  and  made  me  dine  with  her.  Lady 
Maihatn  is  (till  expecting.  She  has  had  a  cruel 
cold.  1  could  not  fmilh  my  letter  lift  pofr, 
for  the  foul  of  me.  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  had 
my  papers  thefe  fix  weeks,  and  done  nothing  to 
theai.  Is  Tifdal  yet  in  the  world  ?  I  fuppofe 
writing  controverfies,  to  get  a  name  with  pofterl- 
ty.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  will  not  be  over  thefe 
three  or  four  days.  I  defign  to  make  him  join 
with  me,  in  fetdiag  all  right  among  our  people. 
1  have  ordered  the  Ducheis  to  let  me  have  an 
hour  with  the  Duke  at  his  firit  coming,  to  give 
him  a  true  lute  of  perfbns  and  things.  I  believe 
the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  will  hardly  be  declared 
your  governor  yet ;  at  leaft,  I  think  fo  now  : 
but  refolutions  alter  very  ibon.  Duke  Hamilton 
gave  me  a  pound  of  fault  to-day,  admirable  good. 
J  wilh  D.  D.  had  it  j  and  Ppt.  too,  if  fhe  likes  it. 

k 
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It  cofl  me  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  his  politics, 
which  I  was  forced  to  hear.  Lady  Orkney  is  mak- 
ing me  a  writing-table  of  her  own  contrivance,  and 
a  bed  night-gown.  She  is  perfectly  kind,  like  a 
mother.  I  think  the  d —  was  in  it  the  other  day, 
that  I  fhould  talk  to  her  of  an  ugly  fquinting  cou- 
fin  of  her's ;  and  the  poor  Lady  herfelf,  you  know, 
fquints  like  a  dragon.  The  other  day  we  had  a 
long  difcourfe  with  her  about  love  ;  and  Hie  told 
us  a  faying  of  her  fitter  Fitzharding,  which  I 
thought  excellent,  that,  *  in  men,  defire  begets 
love,  and  in  women,  love  begets  defire.'  We 
have  abundance  of  our  old  criers  ftill  here- 
abouts. I  hear  every  morning  your  women  with 
the  old  fattin  and  taffata,  &c.  the  fellow  with  old 
coats,  f  f  fuits  or  cloaks.  Our  weather  is  abomi- 
nable of  late.  We  have  not  two  tolerable  days  in 
twenty.  I  have  loft  money  again  at  ombre,  with 
Lord  Orkney,  and  others  ;  yet,  after  all,  this 
year  I  have  loft  but  three  and  twenty  ihillings  ; 
fo  that,  confidering  card-money,  I  am  no  lofer. 

Our  fociety  hath  not  yet  renewed  their  meet- 
ings. I  hope  we  (hall  continue  to  do  fome  good 
this  Winter  :  And  Lord  Treafurer  promifes,  the 
academy  for  reforming  our  language,  (hall  foon 
go  forward.  I  muft  now  go  hunt  thofe  dry  let- 
ters for  materials.  You  will  fee  fomething  very- 
notable,  I  hope.  So  much  for  that.  God  Al- 
mighty blefs  you. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXXVijT. 

TO      MRS      D  I  N  G  L  E  Y. 

London ,  Nov.   15,  1712. 

BEFORE  this  comes  to  your  hands,  yon 
will  have  heard  of  the  moft  terrible  acci- 
dent, that  hath  almoft  ever  happened.  This  morn- 
ing, at  eight,  my  man  brought  we  word,  th->t 
Duke  Hamilton  had  fought  with  Lord  Mohun, 
and  killed  him,  and  was  brought  home  wound- 
ed. I  immediately  fent  him  to  the  Duke's  houfe, 
in  St  James's-fquare  ;  but  the  porter  could 
hardly  anfwer  for  tears,  and  a  great  rabble  was 
about  the  houfe.  In  fhort,  they  fought  at  feven 
this  morning.  The  dog  Mohun  was  killed  on 
the  fpot ;  but  while  the  Duke  was  over  him, 
Mohun,  fhortening  his  fword,  ftabbed  him  in 
?.t  the  iTiGulder  to  the  heart.  The  Duke  was 
helped  towards  the  cake-houfe,  by  the  ring,  in 
Hyde-park,  (where  they  fought)  and  xlied  on 
the  grafs,  before  he  could  reach  the  houfe  ;  and 
was  brought  home  in  his  coach  by  eight,  while 
the  poor  Duchefs  was  afleep.  Maccartney  and 
one  Hamilton  were  the  feconds,  who  fought 
likewife,  and  are  both  fled.  I  am  told,  that  a 
footman  of  Lord  Mohun's  ftabbed  Duke  Hamil- 
ton ;  and  fome  fay  Maccartney  did  fo  too.  Mo- 
hun gave  the  affront,  and  yet  fent  the  challenge. 
I  am  infinitely  concerned  for  the  poor  Duke, 

who 
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xvho  was  a  frank,  honeft,  good-natured  man. 
I  loved  him  very  well,  and  I  think  he  loved  me 
better.  He  had  the  greateft  mind  in  the  world 
to  have  me  go  with  him  to  France,  but  durft 
not  tell  it  me  ;  and  thofe  he  did  tell,  faid,  I 
could  not  be  fpared,  which  was  true.  They  have 
removed  the  poor  Duchefs  to  a  lodging  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  I  have  been  with  her-  two 
hours,  and  am  juft  come  away.  I  never  faw  fo 
melancholy  a  fcene  ;  for  indeed  all  reafons  for 
real  grief  belong  to  her  ;  nor  is  it  pofllble  for 
any  one,  to  be  a  greater  lofer  in  all  regards.  She 
has  moved  my  very  foul.  The  lodging  was  in- 
convenient, and  they  would  have  removed  her 
to  another  ;  but  I  would  not  fuffer  it,  becaufe 
it  had  no  room  backwards,  and  fhe  muft  have 
been  tortured  with  the  noife.of  the  Grubftreet 
fcreamers,  ringing  her  hufband's  murder  in  her 
ears. 

I  believe  you  have  heard  the  ftory  of  my  e- 
fcape,  in  opening  the  band-box  fent  to  the  Lord 
Treafurer.  The  prints  have  told  a  thoufand  lies 
of  it ;  but  at  laft  we  gave  them  a  true  account  of 
it  at  length,  printed  in  the  Evening-Pofh  ;  only 
I  would  not  fiiffer  them  to  name  me,  having 
been  fo  often  named  before,  and  teazed  to  death 
with  queftions.  I  wonder  how  I  came  to  have 
fo  much  prefence  of  mind,  which  is  not  ufually 
my  talent  ;  but  fo  it  pleafed  God,  and  I  faved 
myfelf  and  him  ;  for  there  was  a  bullet-piece. 
A  gentleman  told  me,  that  if  I  had  been  killed, 
i  the 
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the  Whigs  would  have  called  it  a  judgment,  be- 
caufe  the  barrels  were  of  ink-horns,  with  which 
I  had  done  them  fo  much  mifchief.  There  was 
a  pure  Grub-ftreet  of  it,  full  of  lies  and  ihcon- 
Cftencies.  I  do  not  like  thefe  things  at  all,  and 
I  wifh  myfelf  more  and  more  among  my  willows. 
There  is  a  devilifh  fpirit  among  people,  and  the 
miniftry  muft  exert  themfelves,  or  fink. 

1 6.  I  thought  to  have  finifhed  this  yeflerday, 
bu*t  was  too  much  difturbed.  I  lent  a  letter  ear- 
ly this  morning  to  Lady  Mafham,  to  beg  her  to 
write  fome  comforting  words  to  the  poor  Duchefs. 
I  dined  to-day  with  Lady  Mauiam,  at  Kenfing- 
ton,  where  fhe  is  expecting  thefe  two  months  to 
lie  in.  She  has  promifed  me  to  get  the  Queen 
to  write  to  the  Duchefs  kindly  on  this  occafion  ; 
and  to-morrow  I  will  beg  Lord  Treafurer  to  vi- 
fit  and  comfort  her.  I  have  been  with  her  two 
hours  again,  and  find  her  worfe  :  Her  violencies 
not  fo  frequent,  but  her  melancholy  more  for- 
mal and  fettled.  She  has  abundance  of  wit  and 
fpirit  •,  about  thirty-three  years  old  ;  handfome 
and  airy,  and  feldom  fpared  any  body  that  gave 
her  the  leaft  provocation ;  by  which  fhe  had  many 
enemies,  and  few  friends.  Lady  Orkney,  her 
fifter-in-law,  is  come  to  town  on  this  occafion, 
and  has  been  to  fee  her,  and  behaved  herfelf  with 
great  humanity.  They  have  been  always  very 
ill  together ;  and  the  poor  Duchefs  could  not 
have  patience,  when  people  told  her  I  went  often 
to  Lady  Orkney's.  But  I  am  refolved  to  make 
VOL.  XIV.  C  c  them 
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them  friends ;  for  the  Duchefs  is  now  no  more 
the  object  of  envy,  and  muft  learn  humility  from 
the  fevereft  mafter,  affliction.  I  defign  to  make 
the  miniftry'put  out  a  proclamation  (if  it  can 
be  found  proper)  againft  that  villain  Maccartney. 
"What  ihall  we  do  with  thefe  murderers  ?  I  can- 
not end  this  letter  to-night,  and  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  ;  for  I  cannot  feud  it  till  Tuefday,  and 
•the  coroner's  inqueft  on  the  Duke's  body  is  to  be 
to-morrow.  Then  I  {hall  know  more.  This  is 
a  very  furprifing  event.  'Tis  late,  and  I'll  go  to 
bed.  This  looks  like  journals. 

1 7.  I  was  to-day  at  noon  with  the  Duchefs  of 
Hamilton  again,  a,fter  I  had  been  with  Lady 
Orkney,  and  charged  her  to  be  kind  to  her  fifter 
in  her  affliction.  The  Duchefs  told  me  Lady 
Orkney  had  been  with  her,  and  that  fhe  did  not 
treat  her  as  gently  as  fhe  ought.  They  hate  one 
another  ;  bur  I  will  try  to  patch  it  up.  I  have 
been  drawing  up  a  paragraph  for  the  Foft-boy, 
to  be  out  to-morrow,  and  as  malicious  as  poffible, 
and  very  proper  for  Abel  Roper,  the  printer  of 
it.  I  dined  at  Lord  Treafurer's  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  which  is  his  ufual  hour  of  returning 
from  Windfor  :  He  promifes  to  vifk  the  Duchefs 
to-morrow,  and  fays  he  has  a  mefTage  to  her 
from  the  Queen.  'Tis  late  ;  I  have  flayed  till 
paft  one  with  him. 

1 8.  The  Committee  of  Council  is  to  fit  this 
afternoon  upon  the  affair  of  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton's murder,  and,  I  hope,  a  proclamation  will 

be 
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be  out  againft  Maccartney*  I  was  juft  now  f  tis 
now  noon)  wish  the  Duchds,  to  let  her  know 
Lord  Treafurer  will  fee  her.  She  is  mightily 
out  of  order.  The  jury  have  not- yet  brought 
in  their  verdia  upon- the  coroner's  inqueft.  We 
fufpect  Maccartney  ftabbed  the  Duke  wh2c  he 
was  fighting.  The  Queen  and  Lord  Treafurer 
are  in  great  concern  at  this  event.  I  dine  to-csy 
again  with  Lord  Treafurer ;  but  muft  fend  this 
to  the  poft-office  before,  becaufe  elfe  I  fhall  not 
have  tine  ;  he  ufuaBy  keeps  me  too  late.  Ben 
Tooke  bid  me  write  to  D.  D.  *  to  fend  her  cer- 
tificate, for  it  is  high  time  it  mould  be  fent,  he 
fays.  Pray  make  Parvifol  write  to  me,  and  fend 
me  a  general  account  of  my  affairs  ;  and  to  let 
him  know  I  ihall  be  over  in  Spring,  and  that  by 
all  means  he  fells  the  horfes.  Prior  has  kified 
the  Queen's  hand,  and  will  return  to  France  in 
a  few  days,  and  Lord  Strafford  to  Holland. 
Now  the  King  of  Spain  has  renounced  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  France,  the  peace  muft  follow  very 
foon  unavoidably.  You  muft  no  more  call  Phi* 
Hp  Duke  of  Anjou,  for  we  now  acknowledge 
him  King  of  Spain.  Dr  Pratt  tells  me,  yon  are 
all  mad  in  Ireland  with  your  play-honfe  frolicks 
and  prologues,  and  I  know  not  what,  Mr  Ver- 
doen  was  with  me  yefterday,  and  enquired  after 
you.  He  was  a  Lieutenant,  and  is  cow  broke, 
and 'upon  half-pay.  He  afked  me  nothing  for 
himfelf  5  but  wanted  an  employment  for  a  friend, 
C  c  2  «  who 
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"  who  would  give  a  handfome  pair  of  gloves." 
One  Hales  fent  me  up  a  letter  the  other  day, 
which  faid  you  lodged  in  his  houfe,  and  there- 
fore defired  I  would  get  him  a  civil  employment.. 
I  would  not  be  within,  and  have  directed  my 
man  to  give  him  an  anfvver,  that  I  never  open 
letters  brought  me  by  the  writers,  &c.  I  was 
complaining  to  a  lady,  that  I  wanted  to  mend  an 
employment  from  forty  to  fixty  pounds  a-year  in 
the  falt-office,  and  thought  it  hard  I  could  not 
do  it.  She  told  me,  Mr  Griffin  fhould  do  it. 
And  afterwards  I  met  Griffin  at  her  lodgings ; 
and  he  was,  as  I  found,  one  I  had  been  acquain- 
ted with.  I  named  Filly  to  him,  and  his  abode 
fomewhere  near  Nantwich.  He  faid  frankly,  he 
had  formerly  examined  the  man,  and  found  he 
imderftood  very  little  of  his  bufinefs  j  but  if  he 
heard  he  mended,  he  would  do  what  I  defired. 
I  will  let  it  reft  a  while,  and  then  reftime  it ;  and 
if  Ppt.  writes  to  Filly,  (lie  may  advife  him  to  di- 
ligence, &c.  I  told  Griffin  pofitively  I  would 
have  it  done,  if  the  man  mended.  This  is  an 
account  of  Ppt.'s  commiffion  to  her  mofl  humble 
fervant.  I  have  a  world  of  writing  to  finifli,  and 
little  time  ;  thefe  toads  of  minifters  are  fo  "  flow 
in  their  helps." 


LET- 
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LETTER       CXXIX. 

COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY  TO  DR  SV/IFT,  WITH 
A  PRESENT  OF  A  WRITING-TABLE,  SEAL, 
PAPER  WAX  &C. 


^  Nov.  21,   1712- 

THIS  key  will  open  treaFures  j  but  vain  in 
me  to  know  them.  Your  conveniency  is 
my  fatisfaction.  If  I  can  or  may  read  what  will 
be  in  this  table,  it  ought  and  fhall  be  my  happi- 
nefs.  You  muft  difcern  this  comes  from  the 
moft  interefted  joiner,  that  ever  made  a  thing 
of  this  nature.  Pcrufe  narrowly,  and  what  faults 
you  find,  they  fhall  be  mended,  in  every  parti- 
cular, to  the  utmoft  capacity  of,  Sir,  your  obli- 
ged humble  fervant, 

E.   ORKNEY. 


LETTER      CXXX. 

TO     LADY     ORKNEY. 

MADAM,  Nov.  21,  1712. 

WHEN,  upon  parting  with  your  Lady£hip> 
you  were  pleafed   to  tell  me  I  fhould 
find  your  preient  at  home,  natural  juftice  promp- 
ted me  to  refolve,  that  the  firft  ufe  I  made  of  it 
fliould  be  in.  paying  acknowledgements  to  my.be- 
C  c  3  nefaclor,. 
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nefadlor.  But  when  I  opened  the  writing-table, 
which  I  muft  now  call  mine,  I  found  you  had 
fent  neither  pens,  ink,  nor  paper,  fufficient  for 
fuch  an  undertaking.  But  I  ought  to  tell  your 
Ladyfhip  in  order,  that  I  fir  ft  got  there  a  much 
more  valuable  thing  :  And  I  cannot  do  greater 
honour  to  my  fcrutoire,  than  to  affure  your 
Ladylliip,  that  your  letter  is  the  firft  thing  I  have 
put  in  it,  and  fhall  be  the  laft  I  will  ever  take 
out.  I  muft  tell  your  Ladyfhip,  that  I  am  this 
moment  under  a  very  great  concern.  I  was  fully 
convinced,  that  I  fhould  write  with  a  new  fpirit, 
by  the  influence  of  the  materials  you  fent  me  : 
But  it  is  quite  otherwife  ;  1  have  not  a  grain  of 
invention,  whether  out  of  the  confuiion  which 
attends  us  when  we  firive  too  much  to  acquit 
ourfelves,  or  whether  your  pens  or  ink  are  fullen, 
and  think  themfelves  difgraced  fince  they  have 
changed  their  owner.  I  heartily  thank  your 
Ladyfhip,  for  making  me  a  prefent  that  looks 
like  a  fort  of  eftablifhment.  I  plainly  fee  by  the 
contrivance,  that,  if  you  were  firft  minifter,  it 
would  have  been  a  cathedral.  As  it  is,  you  have 
more  contributed  towards  fixing  me,  than  all  the 
miniftry  together  ;  for  it  is  difficult  to  travel  with 
this  equipage,  and  it  will  be  impoffible  to  travel, 
or  live  without  it.  You  have  an  undoubted  title 
to  whatever  papers  this  table  {hall  ever  contain, 
(except  your  letter)  and  I  defire  you  will  pleafe 
to  have  another  key  made  for  it  ;  that,  when 
the  Court  fhall  think  fit  to  give  me  a  room  worth 

putting 
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potting  it  into,  your  Ladyfhip  may  come  and 
fcarch  k  whenever  you  pleafe. 

I  beg  your  Ladyflup  to  jam  in  laughing  wain 
me,  at  my  unreafbnable  ranky,  when  I  wiibod 
that  die  mono  written  about  the  wax  was  a  de- 
feiprioaofTonriaf.  Bat,  if  I  am  dHappointed 
in  that,  yourLadyfhip  w31  be  fo  in  aU  the  reft  ; 
•ten  this  ink  win  never  be  able  to  convey  your 
ladyfltip's  note  as  k  ought.  The  paper  wfil 
contain  no  wonders,  but  when  k  mentions  you; 
neither  is  the  leal  any  otherwife  an  emblem  of 
my  life,  than  by  die  deep  impreffion  your  Lady- 
{hip  has  made,  which  nodiing  but  my  death  can 
wear  out.  By  die  infcription  about  die  pens,  I 
fear  diere  k  iome  miftafe*' ;  and  that  your  Lady- 
fblp  did  not  defign  diem  for  me.  Uowerer,  I 
will  ^fr  p  A^gn  pnfill  yon  f^>*1  fitvi  thf  pcrfoo 
yon  intended  fhouki  hare  diem,  and  who  wul 
be  able  to  difpofe  of  diem  according  to  your 
predictions.  I  cannot  find  that  die  workman 
yon  employed,  anH  direfied,  !?»<  made  die  lfy<t 
«MftA-«» :  But  diere  are  four  implements  want- 
ing. The  two  firtt  I  fhaU  not  name,  becaufe  an 
odd  fupcrftiiion  forbids  us  to  accept  diem  from 
our  friends :  The  diird  is  a  fpunge,  which  die 
people  long  have  given  fo  SI  a  reputation  to,  that 
I  row  k  (hall  be  no  gift  of  your  Ladyihip:  The 
la&  is  a  flat  hrorr  infirnment,  cied  in  folding  up 
of  letters,  which  I  inuit  you  muir  provide. 

See,  Madam,  the  firft-fruks  this  unlucky 
prefent  of  TOUT'S  has  produced.  It  is  but  giving 
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a  fiddle  to  a  fcraper,  or  a  peftle  and  mortar  to  an 
apothecary,  or  a  Tory-pamphlet  to  Mrs  P\am- 
fay.  Nothing  is  fo  great  a  difcouragement  to 
generous  perfons,  as  the  fear  of  being  worried  by 
acknowledgements.  Betides,  your  Ladyfhip  is  an 
unfufierable  kind  of  giver,  making  every  prefent 
fifty  times  the  value,  by  the  circumftances  and 
manner.  And  I  know  people  in  the  world,  who 
would  not  oblige  me  fo  much  at  the  coft  of 
loocl.  as  you  have  done  at  that  of  20!.  which,  I 
muft  needs  tell  you,  is  an  unconfcionable  way  of 
dealing,  and  whereof,  I  believe,  nobody  alive  is 
fo  guilty  as  yourfclf.  In  ftiort,  you  deceive  my 
eyes,  and  corruit  my  judgment  ;  nor  am  I  now 
fure  of  any  thing,  but  that  of  being,  &c. 


LETTER      CXXXT. 

COUNTESS    OF    ORKNEY    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Nsv.  22,    1712. 

YOU  are  extremely  obliging  to  write  how 
well  you  take  my  whim,  in  telling  my  true 
thoughts  of  your  mind  :  For  I  was  afhamed, 
when  I  reflected,  and  hoped  I  lliouLi  fee  you 
foon,  after  expreffing  the  value  I  have  of  you  iu 
an  uncommon  way.  But  this  I  write  with  ai- 
furance,  that  I  am  very  fincerely,  Sir,  your 
obliged  humble  fervant,  E.  ORKNEY. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXXXII. 

COUNTESS    OF    ORKNEY     TO     DR    SWIFT,     IN 
THE    SAME    YEAR. 

Monday  morning. 

I  A  M  fure  you  are  very  ill  natured  (I  would 
not  have  been  fo  crofs  to  you)  to  have  known 
Mr  Lewis  and  me  fo  long,  and  not  to  have 
made  us  acquainted  fooner  ;  when  you  know 
too,  that  I  have  been  in  fearch  of  a  reufonable 
converfation.  1  have  no  way  to  excufe  you,  but 
doubting  his  to  be  fo  agreeable  at  a  fecond  meet- 
ing, which  I  defire  you  will  make,  when  it  is 
moft  convenient  to  both.  It  is  not  from  cuftorn 
I  fay,  I  am  extremely,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 


E.  ORKNEY, 


When  you  read  this,  I 
fancy  you  will  think, 
Why  does  fhe  write 
to  me  ?  I  hate  a  let- 
ter as  much  as  my 
Lord  Treafurer  does 
a  petition. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CXXXIII. 

COUNTESS    OF    ORKNEY,    AND     MRS    RAMSAY, 
TO    DR   SWJFT.       1712. 

I  HAVE  had  great  fatisfaction  in  the  favour 
of  your  letter,  though  difappointed,  fince 
not  occafioned  by  yourfelf.  When  one  is  too 
quick,  misjudging  commonly  follows.  At  firft 
I  feared  Mr  Collier  was  taken  with  a  fit  of  apo- 
plexy. The  next  line  I  read,  I  wifhed  he  had 
one.  If  I  did  not  apprehend,  by  your  knowing 
me  but  a  little,  that  I  might  grow  troublefome, 
where  I  diftinguifhed,  you  fhould  not  want  any 
conveniency  to  bring  you  hither  to  Mrs  Ramfay 
and  me,  we  are  both,  without  compliment,  truly 
mortified,  intending  ever  to  be,  Sir,  your  fincere 
humble  fervant, 

E.  ORKNEY. 

E.  RAMSAY. 

We  defign  to  be  at  Windfor 
on  Wednefday,  where  I 
hope  you  will  meet  me 
in  the  drawing-room,  to 
tell  me  when  you  will 
dine  with  us. 


-LET- 
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LETTER      CXXXIV. 

DR  SWIFT  TO   MRS  DINGLEY. 

London^  Dec.  12,   1712. 

IPR.OTEST  folemnly,  I  am  not  able  to  write 
to  you  for  other  bufinefs ;  but  I  will  renew 
my  journal  method  to  you  next  time.  I  find  it 
is  eafier,  though  it  contains  nothing  but  where  I 
dine,  and  the  occurrences  of  the  day.  I  will 
write  now  but  once  in  three  weeks,  till  this  bu- 
finefs is  off  my  hands,  which  muft  be  in  fix,  I 
think,  at  fartheft.  Oh  !  I  remember  your  re- 
primanding me  for  meddling  in  other  people's 
affairs  :  I  have  enough  of  it  nowy  with  a  worrier. 
Two  women  have  been  here  fix  times  a-piece  ;  I 
never  faw  them  yet.  The  firft  I  have  difpatched 
with  a  letter  ;  the  other  J  muft  fee,  and  tell  her 
I  can  do  nothing  for  her  :  She  is  wife  of  one  Mr 
Connor,  an  old  college  acquaintance,  and  comes 
on  a  foolifh  errand,  for  fome  old  pretenfions, 
that  will  fucceed  when  I  am  Lord  Treafurer.  I 
am  got  up  two  pair  of  ftairs  in  a  private  lodging, 
and  have  ordered  all  my  friends  not  to  difcover 
where  I  am  ;  yet  every  morning,  two  or  three 
fcts  are  plaguing  me,  and  my  prefent  fervant 
has  not  yet  his  Hlbn  perfect  of  denying  me.  I 
have  written  one  hundred  and  thirty  pages  in  fo- 
lio, to  be  printed,  and  muft  write  thirty  more, 

which 
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which  will  make  a  large  book  of  four  {hillings  *. 
I  wi(h  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fending  you  fome 
fnuff.  I  will  watch  who  goes  to  Ireland,  and  do 
"li  if  poffible.  I  had  a  letter  from  Parvifol,  and 
find  he  has  fet  my  livings  very  low.  Colonel  Ha- 
milton, who  was  fecond  to  Duke  Hamilton,  is 
tried  to-day.  I  fuppofe  he.  is  come  off,  but  have 
not  heard.  I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer,  but 
left  him  by  nine,  and  vifited  fome  people.  Lady 
Betty,  his  daughter,  will  be  married  on  Monday 
next,  (as  I  fuppofe)  to  the  Marquis  of  Caermar- 
then.  I  did  not  know  your  country  place  had  been 
Portrain,  till  you  told  me  fo  in  your  laft.  Has 
Swanton  taken  it  of  Wallis  ?  That  Wallis  was  a 
grave 'wife  coxcomb.  God  be  thanked  that  Ppt, 
is  better  of  her  diforders.  God  keep  her  fo, 
The  pamphlet  of  Political  Lying  is  written  by  Di 
Arbuthnott,  the  author  of  John  Bull ;  'tis  very 
pretty,  but  not  fo  obvious  to  be  underftood, 
Higgins,  firft  chaplain  to  Duke  Hamilton  ?  Why, 
Duke  Hamilton  never  dreamed  of  a  chaplain, 
nor  1  believe  ever  heard  of  Higgins.  You  arc 
glorious  news-mongers  in  Ireland  ;  Dean  Francis, 
Sir  Richard  Levinge,  ftuff,  fluff,  and  Pratt, 
more  ftuff.  We  have  loft  our  fine  froft  here  : 
and  Abel  Roper  tells  me  you  have  had  floods  ir 
Dublin.  So,  you  read  one  of  the  Grub-ftreets 
about  the  band-box.  The  whig  papers  have  ab- 
i  ufec 


*  '  This  feems  to  be  his  Wjlory  of  tie  Peace  ofUtrtd't, 
publifhed  till  after  his  death.' 
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tifed  me  about  rhe  band-box.  God  help  me !  what 
could  I  do  ?  I  fairly  ventured  my  life.  There 
is  a  particular  account  of  it  in  the  Poft-Boy, 
and  Evening-Poft  of  that  day.  Lord  Trea- 
furer  has  had  the  feal  fent  him,  that  fealed  the 
box,  and  directions  where  to  find  the  other  piftol 
in  a  tree  in  St  James's  Park ;  which  Lord  Boling- 
broke's  meflengers  found  accordingly  ;  but  who 
fent  the  prefent,  is  not  yet  known.  Duke  Hamil- 
ton avoided  the  quarrel  as  much  as  pf^Kfrfoj,  ac- 
cording to  the  fbppifh  rules  of  honour  in  prac- 
tice. What  fignified  your  writing  angry  to  Filly  ? 
I  hope  you  faid  nothing  of  having  any  thing  from 
me.  The  Queen  is  in  town,  and  Lady  Matham's 
month  of  lying-in  within  two  days  of  being  out. 
I  was  at  the  chrillening  on  Monday.  I  could  not 
get  the  child  named  Robin,  after  Lord  Treafu- 
rer ;  it  is  Samuel,  after  the  father.  My  brother 
Onnond  fent  me  fome  chocolate  to-day.  I  with 
roc  had  fhare  of  it :  They  fay  it  is  good  for  me  ; 
and  I  dcfign  to  drink  fome  in  the  morning.  Our 
fociery  meets  next  Thurfday,  now  the  Queen  is 
,in  town;  and  Lord  Trealurer  aflures  me,  that 
the  fociety  for  reforming  the  language  fhall  loon 
be  eftablilhed.  I  have  given  away  ten  flullings  this 
day  to  fervants. ,  What  a  ftir  about  company  ?  I 
kept  no  company  at  all,  nor  have  I  any  defire  to 
keep  any.  I  never  go  to  a  coSte-houfe,  nor  a 
tavern,  nor  have  touched  a  card  fince  I  left 
Windibr.  I  make  few  viilts,  nor  go  to  levees  ; 
my  only  debauching,  is  fitting  late  where  I  dine, 
VOL.  XIV.  D  d  if 
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if  I  like  the  company.  I  have  almoft  dropped 
the  DuchefTes  of  Shrewfbury  and  Hamilton,  and 
feveral  others.  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond,  and  Lady  Orkney,  are  all  that  I  fee  very 
often.  O  yes,  Lady  Ma/ham  and  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  and  one  or  two  private  friends.  I  make 
no  figure  but  at  Court,  where  I  affeft  to  turn 
from  a  Lord  to  the  meaneft  of  my  acquaintance, 
and  1  love  to  go  there  on  Sundays,  to  fee  the 
world ;  but,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  am  growing 
weary  of  it.  I  diflike  a  million  of  things  in  the 
courfe  of  public  affairs  ;  and  if  I  were  to  llay  here 
much  longer,  I  am  fure  I  fhould  ruin  myfelf, 
\\lth  endeavouring  to  mend  them.  I  am  every 
day  invited  into  fchemes  of  doing  this,  but  I  can* 
not  find  any  that  will  probably  fucceed.  It  is 
impofiible  to  five,  people  again  ft  tluir  own  will  ; 
and  I  have  been  too  much  engaged  in  patch-work 
already.  Do  you  underftand  all  this  fluff?  No. 
Well,  then,  you  are  now  returned  to  ombre  and 
the  -Dean,  and  Chrifcmas  ;  I  \vifh  you  a  very  good 
merry  one.  It  is  late,  I'll  go  to  fleep,  I  don't 
Jbep  well,  and  therefore  never  dare  to  drink  cof- 
fee or  tea  after  dinner. 

13.  Morningi  1  am  fo  very  fleepy  in  the  morn- 
ings, that  my  man  wakens  me  above  ten  timesj 
and  now  i  can  tell  you  no  news  of  this  day. 
Here  is  a  refdefs  dog,  crying  cabbages  and  la- 
voys,  plagues  me  every  morning  about  this  time  ; 
he  is  now  at  it.  I  wifh  his  largeft  cabbage  were 
{ticking  in  his  throat.  I  lodge  over  againft  the 

houfc 
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houfe  in  little  Puder-ftreet,  where  D.  D.  lodged. 
To-night  I  muft  fee  the  Abbe  Gamier,  to  get  fome 
particulars  for  my  hiftory  *.  It  was  he,  who 
:~.ft  employed  by  France,  in  the  overtures 
of  p.  have'  not  had  rime  this  month 

to  fee  him ;  he  is  but  a  puppy  too.  Lady  Ork- 
ney has  juft  fent  to  invite  me  to  dinner  ;  fhe  has 
not  yet  given  me  the  beS  night-gown  ;  befides,  I 
am  come  very  much  off  from  writing  in  bed, 
though  I  am  doing  it  this  minute  ;  but  1  ftay  till 
my  fire  is  burned  up.  Lord  Abercorn  is  come  to 
London,  and  will  plague  me,  and  I  can  do, him 
no  Service.  The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  goes  in  a 
day  or  two  for  France,  perhaps  to-day.  We  lhall 
hive  a  peace  very  foon  ;  the  Dutch  are  almofr 
entirely  agreed,  and  if  they  ft  op,  we  ihall  make 
it  trh  .  That  has  beea  refolvcd.  This 

is  a  fine  day.     I  am  ruined  with  coaches  and 
. ;  this  twelve-penny  weather.     I  muft  fee  my 
brother  Ormond  at  eleven,  and  then  the  Ducheis 
of  Hamilton,  with  whom  I  doubt  I  am  in  dif- 
. ,  not  having  feen  her  thefe  ten  days.    Abbe 
Gautier  fends  me  word,  I  cannot  fee  him  to-night. 
I  don't  value  any  thing,  but  one  letter  he  has  of 
P.  {hewing  the  roguery  cf  the  Dutch.     Did  not 
the  Csndnct  of  the  Allies  make  you  great  politi- 
cians?    Here  is  fbmebody  com'ng,  that  I  niuil 
.   .hat  wants  a  little  place ;  the  fon  of  couiln 
Rookc's  eldeft  daughter,  that  died  many  years 
ago.     Farewell. 

D  d  2  LET- 

•  Probably  the:  cf  the  Peace  of  I 
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LETTER      CXXXV. 

THOMAS  HARRISON,  ESQj  *  SECRETARY  OF 
THE  EMBASSY  AT  UTRECHT,  TO  DR 
SWIFT. 

Utreclt,  Dec.  16,  1712. 

YOUR  thanks  of  the  25th  of  November, 
Sir,  come  before  their  time  j  the  condi- 
tion of  the  obligation  being,    that  you   fhould 
receive    twelve   fhirts,    which   number   fhall   be 

compleated 

*  This  Gentleman,  who  owed  his  poft  of  Secretary  to  the 
Britifh  Embaffy  at  Utrecht,  to  the  recommendation  of  Dr  Swift, 
and  was  eminent  for  his  genius  and  learning,  was  educated  at 
Queen's  College  in  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Mafter 
of  Arts,  December  15,  1705.  Mr  Tickell,  who  was  of  the 
fame  college,  in  liis  "  Poem  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  on  the  profpect  of  Peace,"  pays  a  compliment  to  his  friend 
Mr  Hurrifon,  in  thefe  lines  : 

"  That  much  lov'd  youth,  whom  Utrecht's  walls  confine, 
"  To  Briftol's  praifci  (hall  his  Stratford's  join." 

The  reader  will  find  fbme  circumftances  relating  to  him,  and 
Ms  laft  ficknefs,  in  Dr  Swift's  Letter  or  Journal,  written  to  Mis 
Dingley,  beginning  January  25,  1712-13;  by  which  it  appeavs, 
that  Mr  Hanifon,  coming  over  to  England,  from  Utrecht,  with 
the  barrier  treaty,  died  on  February  14,  1712-13.  Mr  Jacob,1 
in  his  Lives  and  Chambers  of  all  the  Eiiglijli  Poets,  Vol.  I.  p.  70, 
bas  committed  two  imftakcs,  in  calling  him  William,  inflead 
of  Thomas;  and  in  Hiving,  that  he  died  in  Holland  in  1/13. 
lie  mentions,  among  Mr  Harrifon's  Works,  Woodftock  Park, 
iiifciibed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper.  ' 
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'.  by  the  firit  proper  occafion.     Your 

,-f-y  iVaibr.. 


you  •  1  me,  now  and  then,  as  much  of 

the   .  'ie  upon  the  top  of  your  pen,  I 

:  ;ke  fheets  for  flurts  to  the 
end  of  the  c.'..  _:;;-. 

Since  you  are  fo  good  as  to  enter  into  my  af- 
fairs, II!  you  with  a  detail  of  them, 
as  well  as  of-  my  conduct  lince  I  left  England ; 
pinion,  you  have  a  right  to  in- 
-ve  or  condemn,  ?.s  you  think  fit. 
.    of  rrobation  with  the  Earl  of 
s  my  endeavour  to  recommend 
.."to  his  Exc^IicTicy,  by  fidelity ,  iiience,  and 
an  entire  iubmiSIon,  more  than  by  an  affectation 
•  ''.',£  in  his  fervice  :  And  whatever  difficulties, 
Jifcouragemems    fell   in   my   way,    I 
:   it  appears  that  they  were  furmounted  in 
the  end,  aa-J  uiy  advancement  follovved  upon  it 
fboner   than   I   expected  ;    another    would   fay, 
much  looner  than  I   dellrved,   which  I  fhonid 
agrc;  to,  I  fitter  myfelf 
there  is  feme   merit  in   the  behaviour   I    kept, 
when  the  hopes  and  temptation  of  being  prefer- 
.j   m  r.iy   eyes.      All  the  world  knows 
[r  Watkins  *  thought  him- 

fetf  with    my    1.  .  3rd  f  ;    and    though 

I>  all 

-*  Henry  Watkins,   7 

in-.as,  -  Earl  of  StraH  .     .ordLaain-  and 

.r.craL 
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all  the  world  does  not  know  what  I  am  going  to 
tell  you,  yet  Mr  Watkins  does  on  one  hand,  and 

my  S on  the  other,  that  all  the  credit  I  had 

with  either,  was  heartily,  and  without  referve, 
employed  to  make  matters  eafy ;  and  to  cultivate, 
in  my  humble  ftation,  that  good  understanding, 
which  our  Court  defired  fhould  be  between 
them.  I  had  my  reafons  for  this,  and  fuch  per- 
haps as  flowed  from  an  inclination  to  promote 
my  own  intereft.  I  knew,  as  well  as  any  man 
living  almoft,  how  much  Mr  Watkins  was  valued 
by  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  others.  I  fore- 
faw  the  danger  of  Handing  in  competition  with 
him,  if  that  cafe  fhould  happen  :  And,  to  tell 
you  the  truth,  I  did  not  think  myfelf  ripe  in 
regard  to  intereft  at  home,  or  of  any  fcrvice  I 
could  pretend  to  have  done  abroad,  to  fucceed 
Mr  Yvratkins  in  fo  good  an  employment.  Above 
all,  I  proteft  to  you,  Sir,  that,  if  I  know  my 
own  heart,  I  am  capable  of  fuffcring  the  utmoft 
extremities,  rather  than  violate  the  infinite  duty 
and  gratitude  I  owe  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  by 
doing  an  ill  office  to  a  perfon  honoured  with 
fuch  particular  marks  of  his  Lordihip's  efteem. 
I  might  add  to  this,  that  I  really  loved  Mr  Wat- 
kins  •,  and  I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  urge  him  to  the 
proof,  whether  my-  whole  behaviour  was  not 
fuch  as  might  juftify  the  warrneft  profeffions  I 
can  make  or  that  kind.  After  ail  this,  how 
comos  it,  that  he,  either  in  raillery  or  good 
carneft,  accufes  me  of  having  any  refentment 

againft 
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againft  him  ?  By  word  of  mouth  when  he  left 
us,  by  letters  Ib  long  as  he  allowed  me  to  cor- 
refpond  with  him,  and  by  all  the  people  that 
ever  went  from  Utrecht  to  Flandft-s,  have  I 
importuned  him  for  the  continuance  of  his 
friendfliip  ;  and,  perhaps,  even  in  his  abfence, 
(if  he  pleafes  to  reflect)  giving  him  a  very  erTen- 
tial  proof  of  mine.  If  any  body  has  thought  it 
worth  their  while  to  fow  a  divifion  between  us, 
I  wifh  he  thought  it  worth  his  to  let  me  into 
the  fecret  ;  and  nothing,  he  may  be  fure,  fliall 
be  wanting  on  my  fide,  to  defeat  a  firatagem, 
which,  for  ought  1  know,  may  end  in  tfte  ftarv- 
ing  of  his  humble  fervant. 

Which  leads  me  naturally  to  the  fecond  thing 
propofed  to  be  fpoken  to  in  my  text ;  namely, 
my  circumftances.  For,  between  you  and  me, 
Sir,  I  apprehend  the  Treafury  wiil  ifTue  out  no 
money  on  my  account,  till  they  know  what  is 
due  on  that  of  Mr  Watkins.  And  if  he  has  any 
pretenfions,  I  have  none  that  I  know  of,  but 
what  are  as  precarious  to  me,  as  a  ftiver,  I  gave 
away  but  now  to  a  beggar,  was  to  him.  Is  it  pof- 
fible  that  Mr  Watkins  can  demand  the  pay  of  a 
commiffion,  which  is  by  the  Queen  herfelf  actual- 
ly fuperfeded,  during  his  abfence  from  his  poft  ? 
Or  is  it  not  as  plainly  laid  in  mine,  that  I  am  her 
Majefty's  fecretary  during  fuch  his  abfence,  as  in 
his,  that  he  was  fo,  whilft  he  redded  here  ?  If  I 
muft  be  crufhed,  Sir,  for  God's  fake  let  fome 
reafon  be  alledged  for  it ;  or  elfe  an  ingenuous 

confeffioa 
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confeflion  made,  that  "  ftat  pro  ratione  volun- 
"  tas."  If  you  can  fix  Mr  Yv'atkins  to  any  final 
determination  on  this  fubjefl,  you  will  do  me 
n  fingular  fcrvice,  and  I  fhall  take  my  meafures 
accordingly.  Though  I  know  your  power,  I 
cannot  help  diftruiting  it  on  this  occafion.  Be- 
fore I  conclude,  give  me  leave  to  put  you  in 
mind  of  beating  my  thanks  into  Lord  Boling- 
broke's  ears,  for  his  late  generoiity,  to  the  end 
that  his  Lord  (hip  may  be  wearied  out  of  the  evil 
habit  he  has  got,  of  heaping  more  obligations 
and  gooclnefs  on  thofe  he  is  pleafed  to  favour, 
than  their  Ihoulders  are  able  ro  bear.  For  my 
own  part,  I  have  fo  often  thanked  his  Lordfhip, 
that'  I  have  now  no  more  ways  left  to  turn  my 
thoughts  ;  and  beg,  if  you  have  any  right  good 
compliments  neat  and  fine  by  you,  that  you  will 
advance  the  necefiary,  and  place  them,  with  the 
other  helps  you  have  given  me,  to  my  account ; 
which  I  queftion  not  but  I  fhall  be  able  to  ac- 
knowledge at  one  and  the  fame  time,  viz.  "  ad 
"  Graecas  calendas." 

In  the  mean  time,  I  (hall  do  my  beft  to  give 
you  juft  fuch  hints  as  you  defire  by  the  next 
poft  ;  though  I  cannot  but  think  there  are 
fome  letters  in  the  office,  which  would  ferve  yojir 
turn  a  good  deal  better,  than  any  thing  I  can  tell 
you  about  the  people  at  the  Hague.  Your  ac- 
cefs  there,  abundantly  prevents  my  attempting  to 
write  you  any  news  from  hence.  And  I  allure 
you,  Sir,  you  can  write  me  none  from  England 

(however 
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(however  "uneafy  my  circumftances  are)  which 
will  be  fo  agreeable,  as  that  of  your  long  expect- 
ed advancement.  It  grieves  me  to  the  foul,  that 
a  perfon,  who  has  been  fo  inftrumental  to  the 
railing  of  me  from  oblcuriry  and  diflrefs,  fhould 
not  be  yet  fet  above  the  power  of  fortune,  and 
the  malice  of  thofe  enemies  your  real  merit  has 
created.  I  beg,  dear  Sir,  the  continuance  of 
your  kind  care  and  ^infpection  over  me  ;  and 
that  you  would  in  allrefpe£ts  command,  reprove, 
or  inftruct  me  as  a  father.  .  For  I  proteft  to  you, 
Sir,  I  do,  and  ever  fhall  honour  and  regard  you 
with  the  affection  of  a  fon.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      CXXXVI. 

C?.    £  \VIFT    TO    MRS    DINGLE  Y. 

London ,  Dec.  i8x  1712. 

OUR  fociety  was  to  meet  to-day ;  but  Lord 
Harley,  who  was  prefident  this  week, 
could  not  attend,  being  gone  to  Wimblcton,  with 
his  new  brother-in-law,  the  young  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen,  who  married  Lady  Betty  Harley 
on  Monday  laft  ;  and  Lord  Treafurer  Js  at 
Wimbleton  too.  However,  half  a  dozen  of  us 
met,  and  I  propofed  our  meetings  ihould  be  on- 
ly once  a-fbrtnjght ;  for,  betwixt  you  and  me,  we 
do  no  good.  It  coft  me  nineteen  (hillings  to- 
day for  my  club  dinner ;  I  don't  like  it.  We 

have 
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have  terrible  flobbery -weather.  Lord  Abercorn 
is  come  to  town,  and  will  fee  me  whether  I  will 
or  not.  You  know  he  has  a  pretence  to  a  duke-, 
dom  *  in  Trance,  which  Duke  Hamilton  was 
foh'citing  for  ;  but  Abercorn  refolves  to  fpoil 
their  title,  if  they  will  not  allow  him  a  fourth 
part ;  and  I  have  advifed  the  Duchefs  to  com- 
pound with  him,  and  have  made  the  miniftry 
of  my  opinion. 

19.  Lord  Treafurer  is  returned  from  Wimble- 
ton.     'Tis  not  above  eight  miles  off,  and  he  lent 
for  me  to  dme  with  him  at  five  ;  bur  I  had  the 
grace  to  be   abroad,   and   dined    with   another, 
with   honefi    Ben.  Tooke,  by  invitation.      The 
Duchefs  of  Ormond   promifed  me  her  picture ; 
and   coming  home  to-night,  I  found  her's  and 
the   Duke's,    both   in  my   chamber.      Was    not 
that   a  pretty  c'rvil  furprize  ?  They  are  in   fine 
gilded   frames   too.     I   am   writing   a   letter   to 
thank  her.     I  will  tell  her  {he  is  fuch  a  prude, 
that  {he  will  not  let  fo  much  as  her  picture  be 
alone  in  a  room  with  a  man,  unlefs  the  Duke's 
be  with  it ;  and  fo  forth.     We  are  full  of  fnow 
and  dabbling.     Lady  Mafliam  has  come  abroad 
thefe  three  days-,  and  feen  the  Queen.      I  dined 
with  her  the  other  day  at  her  filler  Hill's.     I 
hope  {he  will  remove  in  a  few  days  to  her  new 
lodgings  at  St  James's,  from  Keniingron. 

20.  I  deny  myfelf  to  every  body  almoft,  yet  I 
cannot  be  quiet ;  and  all  my  mornings  are  loft 

with 
*  Of  Cliaftlchcrauld. 
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tvlth  people  who  will  not  take  anfwers  beldlr 
ftairs ;  iuch  as  Dilly,  and  the  Biiliop,  and  the 
Provoit,  &c.  Lady  Orkney  invited  me  to  dinner 
to-day,  which  hindered  me  from  dining  with 
Lord  iYeafurer.  This  is  his  day,  that  his  chief 
friends  in  the  miniitry  dine  with  him.  How- 
ever, 1  went  thei£  Ibout  fix,  and  fat  with  him 
*kiil  paft  nine,  when  they  all  went  o£Fj  but  he^ 
kept  me  back,  and  told  me  the  circumftances  of 
Lady  B^ttyV  match.  The  young  fellow  has 
6o,oooL  ready  1MBF7*  three  great  houies  fur* 
nifhed,  7,ccol.  J^ear  af  preLent,  and  about  five 
more  after  his  father  and  mother  die.  I  think 
Lady  Betty's  portion  is  not  above  Soooi.  Pray  . 
tell  Mr  Wall,  that  Lord  Anglefea  d^  tiled  ,me 
for  recommending  Clements  to  him  j  that  he  fay* 
he  is  2o,oocl.  the  better  for  knowing  him.  But 
pray  don't  let  Clements  go  and  write  a  ietter  of 
thanks,  and  tell,  my  Lord,  that  he  jiears  To  and 
fo,  &c.  Sad  weather ;  two  (hillings  in  coaches 
to-day,  and  yet  I  am  dirty.  I  am  now  going  to 
read  over  fomething,  and  correct  i*» 

21.  Puppies  have  got  a  new* way  of  plaguing 
me.      I   find   letters  directed   for   me   at   Lord 
Treafurer's,  fometimes  with  inclofed  ones  to  him, 
and  fometimes  with  projects,  and  fometimes  with 
I  ufuaily  keep  them  three  or  four  days 
:ut  opening.     I  was  at  Court  to-day,  as  I 
always  am  on  Sundays,  intlead  of  a  coSee-houfe, 
to  fee  my   acquaintance.      This  day  fe'nnight, 
after  I  had  been  talking  at  Court  v/ith  Sir  Wil- 
liam 
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Ham  "Wyndham,  the  Spanifh  ambafTulor  came 
to  him,  and  faid,  he  heard  that  was  Dr  Swift ; 
and  defired  him  to  tell  me,  that  his  mafter,  and 
the  King  of  France,  and  the  Queen,  were  obliged 
to  me  more  than  to  any  man  in  Europe  j  fo  we 
bowed,  and  (hook  hands,  &c.  I  took  it  very 
well  of  him  *.  I  dined  witbj.  Lord  Treasurer, 
and  mud  again  to-morrow,  though  I  had  rather 
not ;  but  now  the  Queen  is  in  town,  he  does 
not  keep  me  fo  late.  Our  peace  now  will  foon 
be  determined;  for  Lord  liolingbroke  tells  me 
this  morning,  that  four  provinces  of  Holland 
have  complied  with  the  Queen,  and  we  expect 
the  reft  (will  do  fo  immediately. 

22.  Lord  Keeper  promifed  me  yefterday  the 
firft  convenient  living  to  poor  Grey  f,  who  is 
married,  and  wants  fome  addition  to  what  he 
had.  He  is  a  very  worthy  creature.  I  had  a 
letter  fome  weeks  ago  from  Elnick,  who  married 
Betty  Grey.  It  feems  the  poor  woman  died 
fome  time  laft  Summer.  Elnick  grows  rich,  and 
purchafes  lands.  I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer 
to-day,  who  has  engaged  me  to  come  again  to- 
morrow. I  gave  Lord  Bolingbroke  a  poem  of 
i  Parneli's. 


*  It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  ftrange,  that  Swift  fhould  be 
gratified,  by  being  told  he  was  the  beft  friend  of  the  enemies  of 
his  country.  . 

f  «  Mr  Grey,  reftor  of  Letcombc,  in  Berks,  to  whofe  houfe 
Dr  Swift  retired  about  ten  weeks  before  Queen  Anne's  death, 
upon  occafion  of  the  incurable  breach  between  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  Lord  Yifcount  Bolingbroke.' 
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ParnelTs*.  I  made  Parneli  infert  fome  compE- 
meats  in  it  to  his  Lordfiup.  He  is  extremely 
plealed  with  it,  and  read  fonae  parts  of  it  to-day 
to  Lord  Treafurer,  who  liked  it  as  much.  And 
indeed  he  out-does  all  our  poets  here  at  barV 
lengrh.  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  ordered  me  to 
bring  him  to  dinner  on  Chriftmas-day,  and  I 
made  Lord  Treafurer  promife  to  lee  him.  It 
may  one  day  do  Parneli  a  kindneis.  Ton  know 
Parneli  ?  I  believe  I  have  told  yon  of  that. 

23.  This  morning  I  prefented  one  Diaper  f, 
a  poet,  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  with  a  new  poem  J, 
which  is  a  very  good  pne ;  and  I  am  to  give  him 
a  Aim  of  money  from  my  Lord.  I  have  con- 
to  make  a  parfon  of  him,  for  he  is  half 
one  already,  being  in  deacon's  orders,  and  (erves 
a  fmall  cure  in  the  country  ;  but  has  a  fword  at 
his  tail  here  in  town.  Tis  a  poor,  little,  £hort 
wretch,  but  will  do  bed  in  a  gown,  aad  we  will 
make  Lord  Keeper  give  him  a  living.  Lord 
Bolingbroke  writ  to  Lord  Treafurer  to-day,  to 
excuie  me ;  fo  I  dined  with  the  former,  and 
Monteleon  the  Spaniih  ambanador,  who  made 
me  many  compliments.  I  flayed  till  nine,  and 
now  it  is  paft  tea,  and  my  man  has  locked  me 
VOL.  XIV.  Ee-  up  ; 

*  <  It  ts  not  io  the  ccBeGioii  pobllihed  by  Mr  Pope  fc 
but  it  is  printed  in  Dr  FaracU's  Pbfthinnoas  Worts,  p.  ijg, 
pabBfeed  at  Dobiia  in  1758,  and  intitkd,  «  Oo  Quern  Anne's 
Pace/  1713.' 

f  Author  of  the  Sea  Edogaes  memiooed  before. 

|    Intitkd,  «  Dryidcs,   or  the  Nricphi  Picphcc 
in  1715,  La  folio. 
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tip-,  and  I  have  juft  called  to  mind,  that  I  fhall 
be  in  uifgrace  with  Tom  Leigh.  That  coxcomb 
had  got  into  acquaintance  .with  one  Eckerfall, 
clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  the  Queen,  who  was  ci- 
vil to  him  at  Windfor  on  my  account  ;  for  I  had 
done  fome  fervice  to  Eckerfall.  Leigh  teazes 
me  to  pafs  an  evening  at  his  lodgings  with  Ec- 
kerfall. I  put  it  off  feveral  times,  but  was  forced 
ut  latt  to  promife  I  would  come  to-night  ;  and 
it  never  was  in  my  head  till  I  was  locked  up,  and 
1  have  called,  -and  called,  but  my  man  is  gone  to 
bed  ;  fo  I  will  write  an  excufe  to-morrow.  I 
deteft  that  Tom  Leigh,  and  am  as  formal  to  him 
as  I  can,  when  I  happen  to  meet  him  in  the 
Park.  The  rogue  frets  me,  if  he  knew  it.  He 
alked  me,  why  I  did  not  wait  on  the  biiliop  of 
Dromore  *  ?  I  anfwered,  I  had  not  the  honour 
to  be  acquainted  with  him,  and  would  not  pre- 
fume,  &c.  He  takes  me  ferioufly,  and  fays,  the 
bHhon  is  no  proud  man,  &c.  He  tells  me  of  a 
judge  in  Ireland,  that  has  done  ill  things.  I  alk, 
Why  he  is  not  out  ?  Says  he,  I  think  the  bi- 
fhops,  and  you,  and  I,  and  the  reft  of  the  cler- 
gy, fhould  meet  and  confult  about  it.  I  beg 
his  pardon,  and  fay,  I  cannot  be  ferviceable  that 
way.  He  anfwers,  Yes,  every  body  may  help 
fumething.  Don't  you  fee  how  curioufly  he 


*  '  Dr  Tobias  Pullen,  tranflated  to  thr.t  fee,  from  Cloyne, 
May  7,  1695.  He  died  in  1713,  and  was  fucceeded,  in  May 
that  year,  by  Dr  John  Sterile,  dean  of  St  Patrick's,  to_  which 
deanry  Dr  Swift  was  then  proir.otcd." 
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continues  to  vex  me  ?  for  the  dog  knows,  that 
with  half  a  word  I  could  do  more  than  all  of 
them  together.  But  he  only  does  it  from  the 
pride  and  envy  of  his  own  heart,  and  not  out  of 
a  hu  rjorous  Jefign  of  teazing.  He  is  one  of 
thole,  tint  would  rather  a  fervice  (horrid  not  be 
done,  than  done  by  a  private  man,  and  of  his 
own  country.  You  tatt  all  this  ;  don't  you  ? 

24.  I  dined  to-day  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  f,  in  order  to  look  over  fame  of  my 
papers  ;  but  nothing  was  done. 

I  have  been  alfo  mediating  between  the  Hamil- 
ton family  and  Lord  Abercorn,  to  have  them 
compound  with  him  ;  and  I  believe  they  will  do 
it.  Lord  Selkirk,  the  late  Duke's  brother,  is 
to  be  in  town,  ia  order  to  go  to  France,  to 
make  the  demand;  ;  and  the  miniilry  are  of  opi- 
nion, they  will  get  fome  fatisfaction,  and  they 
empowered  me  to  adviie  the  Hamilton  fide  to  a- 
gree  with  Abercorn,  who  afks  a  fourth  part, 
and  will  go  to  France,  and  fpoil  all,  if  they  don't 
ykld  it. 

25.  I  carried  Parnell  to  dine  at  Lord  Boling- 
broke's,  and  he  behaved  himfelf  very  well ;  and 

Bolingbroke  is  mightily  pleated  with  him. 
I  was  at  St  James's  Chapel  by  eight  this  morn- 
Ing;  and  church  and  lacrament  were  done  by 
ten.  The  Quten  has  the  gout  in  her  hand,  and 
did  not  come  to  church  to-day ;  and  I  ftaved  ib 
long  in  my  chamber,  that  1  miffed  going  to  Court. 
E  c  2  ~  Did 

f  Robert  Bca&o,  7 
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Did  I  tell  you  that  the  Queen  defigns  to  have  a 
drawing-room  and  company  every  day  ? 

26.  I  was  to  wifh  the  Duke  of  Ormond  a  hap- 
py Chriftmas,  and  gave  half  a  crown  to  his  por- 
ter.    It  will  coft  me  a  dozen,  half  crowns  among 
fuch  fellows.     I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer,  who 
chid  me  for  being  abfent  xhree  days.     We  hear 
Maccnrtney  is  gone  over  to  Ireland.     Was  it  not 
comical  for  a  gentleman  to  be  fet  upon  by  high- 
waymen, and  to  tell  them  he  was  Ivlaccartney  *  ? 
Upon  which  they  brought  him   to   a  juftice   of 
peace,  in  hopes  of  a  reward,  and  the  rogues  were 
fent  to  gaol.  Was  it  not  great  prefence  of  rnind  ? 
But  may  be  you  heard  of  this  already  ;  for  there 
was  "a  Grubftreet  of  it.     Lord  Bolingbroke  told 
me  I  muft  walk  away  to-day  after   dinner,  be- 

'  caufe  Lord  Treafurer  and  he,  and  another,  were 
to  enter  upon  bufincfs  •,  but  I  faid,  it  was  as  fit 
I  fhould  know  their  bufinefs  as  any  body,  for  I 
was  to  juftify..  So  the  reft  went,  and  I  ftayed  ; 
and  it  was  fo  important,  1  was  like  to  flcep  over 
it.  I  left  them  at  nine,  and  it  is  now  twelve. 

27.  I  dined  to-day  with  General  Hill,  gover- 
nor of  Dunkirk.     Lady  Mafham  and  Mrs  Hill, 
his  two  fitters,  wei-e  of  the  company,  and  there 
have  I  been  fitting  this  evening  till  eleven,  look- 
ing over  others  at  play  ;  for  I  have  left  off  lov- 
ing play  myfelf.     I  have  a  great  cold  on  me,  not 
quite  at  its  height.     I  have  them  feldom,  and 

therefore 

*  Maccartney  was  Lord  Mohun's  fccond  in  the  duel  between 
him  and  Duke  Hamilton  ;   and  fled  on  that  occafion. 
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ther.:  :  to  be  patient.     I  met  Mr  AdJi- 

fon  and  paftoral  Philips  on  the  Ma'.l  to-day,  and 
took  a  turn  with  them,  but  they  both  looked 
7  drjand  cold.  A  curfe  of  party!  And 
do  you  know  I  have  taken  more  pains  to  recom- 
mend the  Whig  Wits  to  the  favour  and  merer  oz 
the  min'-fters,  than  any  other  people  ?  Steels  I 
have  kept  in  his  place.  Congreve  I  have  got  to 
be  u~  .  and  fecureJ.  Rowe  I  have  re- 

com-n'r.  Jed,  and  got  a  promife  of  a  place.  Philips 
I  fhon'd  certainly  have  provided  for,  if  he  had 
not  run  party-mad,  and  made  me  withdraw  my 
recommendations.  I  fst  AdJitbn  fb  right  at  firft, 
that  he  might  have  been  etcp'oyed,  and  have 
partly  fecured  him  the  place  he  has  *  ;  yet  I  am 
worle  ufeJ  by  that  faction  than  any  man.  Well, 
go  to  cards,  and  dreis  the  wine  and  orange. 

-    .   My  cold  is  fo  bad,  that  I  could  not  go  to 
church  to-day,  nor  to  Court  ;   but   I   was   en- 
gaged to  Lord  Orkney's,  with  the  Duke  of  Or- 
moad,  at  dinner  ;  and  ventured,  becauie  I  could 
cough  and  ipit  there  as  I  pleaied.     The  DuSe 
and  Lord  Arran  left  us,  and  I  have  been  fining 
ever  line;  with  Lord  and  Lady  Orkney  till  paft 
.  ;  and  my   cold   is  worle,  and   makes  me 
giddy.     I  hope  it  is  only  my  cold,  and  no  more  ; 
. .!,  for  the  fellow  has  bawled  pafl 

E  e  3  20.  I 

*  !:  wss  a  ufoal  {=%£  of  rsSkiy  tonrds  tiin  amon;  tfce 
rr.Ia:^;-?.  thi*  he  nercr  asx.  to  then  without  - 
ftrcve.  * 
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29.  I  got  out  early  to-day,    and  efcaped  all 
my   duns.       I   went   to   fee   Lord   Bolingbroke 
about    fome   bufinefs,    arid   truly   he   was   gone 
out  too.     I  dined  in  the  city,  upon  the  broiled 
leg  of  a  goofe,  and  a  bit  of  bacon,  with  my  prin- 
ter.     Did   I   tell   you,  that   I   forbear   printing 
what   I   have   in   hand,  till   the   Court   decides 
fomething  about  me  ?  I  will  contract  no  more 
enemies,  at  leaft  I  will  not  imbitter  worfe  thole 
I  have  already,  till  I  have   got   under   flicker  •, 
and  the  minifters  know  my   refolution,  fo  that 
you  may  be  difappointed  in  feeing  this  thing  as 
foon  as  you  expected.     I  hear  Lord  Treafurer 
is  out  of  order.     My  cold  is  very  bad.     Every 
body  has  one. 

30.  I  fuppofe  this  will  be    full   by  Saturday, 
Duke  of  Ormond,    Lord   Arran,   and  I,  dined 
privately  to-day  at  an  old  fervant's  houfe  of  his. 
"The  Council   made   us  part   at   fix.     One   Mrs 
Ramfay  dined  with  us  ;  an  old  Lady  of  about 
fifty-five,  that  we  are  all  very  fond  of.      I  called 
this  evening  at  Lord  Treafurer's,  and  fat  with 
him  two  hours.     He  has  been  cupped  for  a  cold, 
and  has  been  very  ill.       He   cannot   dine   with 
Parnell  and  me  at  Lord  Bolingbroke's  to-mor- 
row; but  fays,  he  will  fee   Parnell  fome  other 
time.    I  hoift  up  Parnell,  partly  to  fpite  the  envi- 
ous Irifh   folks  here,   particularly   Tom   Leigh. 
I    fciw    the   bifhop   of  Clogher's  family  to-day. 
Mifs  is  mighty  ill  of  a  cold,  and  coughs  incefTantly. 

31.  To-day  Parnell  and  I  dined  with  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke,   to  correct  Parnell's  poem.     I  made 

him 
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him  {hew  all  the  places  he  difliked  ;  and  when 
Parnell  has  corrected  it  fully,  he  fhall  print  it. 
I  went  this  evening  to  fit  with  Lord  Treasurer. 
He  is  better,  and  will  be  out  in  a  day  or  two.  I 
fat  with  him  while  the  young  folks  went  to  fup- 
per,  and  then  went  down  where  they  were  all 
merry  together,  having  turned  Lady  Oxford  up 
to  my  Lord,  and  I  {fetid  with  them  till  twelve. 
There  was  the  young  couple,  Lord  and  Lady 
Gaermarthen,  Lord  and  Lady  Dupplin,  and 
Lord  Harley  and  I ;  and  the  old  folks  were  to- 
gether above.  It  looked  like  what  I  have  for- 
merly done  fo  often  ;  ftealing  together  from  the 
old  folks,  tho*  indeed  it  was  not  from  poor 
Lord  Treafurer,  who  is  as  young  a  fellow  as 
any  of  us  :  But  Lady  Oxford  is  a  mere  old  wo- 
man. My  cold  is  frill  fo  bad,  that  I  have  not 
the  leaft  (meHing.  I  am  j  oft  got  home,  and  'tis 
paft  twelve;  and  FI1  go  to-bed,  and  fettle  my 
head,  heavy  as  lead. 

Jatt.  i.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  yefterday 
Lord  Abercorn  was  here,  teazing  me  about  his 
French  duchy,  and  fuipecting  my  partiality  to 
the  Hamilton  family,  in  fuch  a  whimucal  man- 
ner, that  Dr  Pratt,  who  was  by,  thought  he  was 
mad.  He  was  no  fooner  gone,  but  Lord  Ork- 
ney lent  to  know,  whether  he  might  come  and 
fit  with  me  half  an  hour  upon  fome  bufinefe.  I 
returned  anfwer,  that  I  would  wait  on  him  ; 
which  I  did.  "We  difcourfed  s-vrhile,  and  he 
left  me  with  Lady  Orkney ;  and  in  came  Lord 

Selkirk, 
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Selkirk,  whom  I  lu  1  never  feen  before.  He  is 
another  brother  of  Du'ce  Hamilton's,  and  is  go- 
ing to  France,  by  a  power  from  his  mother  the 
old  Duchefs,  to  negociiite  their  pretenfions  to 
this  duchy  of  Chaftlcherauld.  He  teazed  me 
for  two  hours  in  fpitc  of  my  teeth,  and  held  my 
hand  when  I  oiiered  to  ftir  ;  would  have  had  me 
engage  the  miniftry  to  favour  him  againft  Lord 
Abercorn,  and  to  convince  them  that  Lord 
Abercorn  had  no  pretenlions  ;  and  defined  I 
would  alfo  convince  Lord  Abercorn  himfelf  fo  ; 
and  concluded,  he  was  forry  I  was  a  greater 
friend  to  Abercorn  th.in  Hamilton.  I  had  no 
patience,  and  ufed  him  with  fome  plainncfs. 
Am  not  I  purely  handled  between  a  couple  of 
puppies?  Aye,  fays  Ppt.  you  muft  be  mecl  Ifing 
in  other  people's  affairs.  I  appeal  to  the  hilltop 
of  Clogher,  whether  Abercorn  did  not  complain 
that  I  would  not  let  him  fee  me  In  ft  year,  and. 
that  he  fwore  he  would  take  no  denial  from  my 
fervant  when  he  came  again.  The  nuniiters 
gave  me  leave  to  tell  the  Hamilton  fiimily,  it 
was  their  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  agree  with 
Abercorn.  '  Lord  Anglcfea  was  then  by,  arid 
told  Abercorn  ;  upon  which  he  gravely  tells  m  ?, 
I  was  comtni-flioned  by  the  minifters,  and  ought 
to  perform  my  commiiTion,  &c.  But  I'll  Invc 
done  with  them.  I  have  wai-ned  Lord  Treafu- 
rer,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  to  beware  of  Sel- 
kirk's teazing  ;  yet  Abercorn  vexes  me  more- 
He  owes  me  all  die  kind  receptions  he  has  had 

froia 
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from  the  miniifay.  I  dined  to-day  at  Lord  Trea- 
furer's,  with  the  young  folks,  and  Ut  with  Lord 
Trcafurer  nil  nine,  and  then  was  forced  to  go  to 
Lady  Mafhatn's,  and  iau  there  tin  twelve,  talking 
of  affairs,  till  I  am  oat  of  humour,  as  every  one 
mod  that  knows  them  inwanlly.  A  thouiand 
things  wrong,  moft  of  them  eafy  to  mend  ;  yet 
our  ichemes  availing  at  heft  but  little,  and  ibme- 
times  nothing  at  all.  One  evfl,  which  I  patched 
up  twice,  with  the  hazard  of  all  the  credit  I  had, 
k  now  fpread  more  than  ever-  But  burn  po- 
liiics,  and  fend  me  from  Courts  and  nunifters  ! 

2.  Ijauntered  about   this  morning,  and  went 
with  Dr  Pratt  to  a  picture  auction,  where  I  had 
like  to  be  drawn  in  to  buy  a  picture  that  I  was 
food  of,  but  it  ieems    was  good  for  nothing. 
Pratt  was  there  to  buy  fome   pictures  for  the 
btfliop  of  Clogher,  who  refblves  to  lay  out  ten 
pounds  to  furnifh  his  home  with  curious  pictures. 
We  dined  with  the  bifhop,  I  being  by  chance 
difengaged.     And  this  evening  I  fat  with  the  bi- 
fhop  of  O£bry  *,  who  is  laid  up  with  the  gout. 
The    French    Ambaflador,    Duke    D'Aumoat, 
came  to  town  to-night  ;  and  the  rabble  conduct- 
ed him  home  with  (hoars.     I  cannot  fine!!  yet, 
though  my  cold  begins  to  break.     It  continues 
cruel  hard  frofty  weather. 

3.  Lord  Dupplia  and  I  went  with  Lord  and 
Lady  Orkney,  this  morning  at  ten,  to  Wimbleton, 

fix 
*  Dr  John  Bartflroos,  tnnfeted  from  dot  fee,  to  Daryk 


334  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

fix  miles  off,  to  fee  Lord  and  Lady  Caermarthen. 
It  is  much  the  fined  place  about  this  town.  Did 
you  never  fee  it  ?  I  was  once  there  before,  about 
•five  years  ago.  I  came  back  juft  by  night-fall, 
and  felt  cruel  cold  weather.  I  am  juft  now  told, 
that  poor  Lady  Afhburnham,  the  Duke  of  Qr- 
morld's  daughter,  died  yjsfterday  at  her  country- 
houfe.  The  poor  creature  was  with  chiM.  She 
was  my  greateft  favourite,  and  I  am  in  exceflive 
concern  for  her  death.  I  hardly  knew  a  more 
valuable  perfon  on  all  accounts.  You  muft  have 
heard  me  talk  of  her.  I  am  afraid  to  fee  the 
Duke  and  Duchefs.  She  was  naturally  very 
healthy,  and  I  fear  has  been  thrown  away  for 
want  of  care.  Pray  condole  with  me.  '  f  is  ex- 
tremely moving  *.  I  hate  life,  when  I  think  it 
expofed  ^to  fuch  accidents  ;  and  to  lee  fo  many 
thoufand  wretches  burthening  the  earth,  while 
fuch  as  (lie  dies,  makes  me  think,  God  did  never 
intend  life  for  a  blefiing.  Farewell. 


LET- 


*  From  thefe  cxprefllons,  and  thofe  lie  ufes  in  the  account  of 
the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton's  nifliclion  on  the  death  of  her  huf- 
band,  Swift  appears  to  have  had  a  ftrong  fympathy  in  the  d'- 
ftrefs  of  others  ;  which  he  has  generally,  even  by.  his  advocates, 
been  fuppofed  to  want.  See  his  letter  to  Mrs  Dingley,  dated 
November  15,  1712. 
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LETTER      CXXXVH. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DIXGLEY. 

London,  Jan.  4,  1712-13. 

I  ENDED  my  laft  with  the  melancholy  news 
of  poor  Lady  Afhburnham's  death.  The 
bifhop  of  Clogher,  and  Dr  Pratt,  made  me  dine 
with  them  to-day,  at  Lord  Mountjoy's,  purfuant 
to  an  engagement,  which  I  had  forgot.  Lady 
Mountjoy  told  me,  that  Maccartney  was  got  fafe 
out  of  our  clutches,  for  (he  had  fpoke  with  one 
who  had  a  letter  from  him  from  Holland. 
Others  fay  the  fame  thing.  As  I  left  Lord 
Mountjoy's,  I  faw  the  Duke  D*Aumont,  the 
French  ambafiador,  going  from  Lord  Boling- 
broke's,  where  he  dined,  to  have  a  private  au- 
dience of  the  Queen.  I  followed,  and  went 
up  to  Court,  where  there  was  a  great  crowd.  I 
was  talking  with  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  by  the 
fire-fide,  in  the  bed-chamber,  when  the  ambaf- 
fador  came  out  from  the  Queen.  Argyll  prefent- 
ed  me  to  him,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  we 
talked  together  a-while.  He  is  a  fine  gentleman, 
fomething  like  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  juft 
fuch  an  expenfive  man.  After  church  to-day,  I 
Ihewed  the  bifhop  of  Clogher,  at  Court,  who 
was  who. 

5.  Our  froft  is  broke,    but  it  is   very  cold. 
Lord  Treafurer  is  recovered,  and  went  out  this 

evening 
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evening  to  the  Queen.  I  dined  with  Lady  Ox- 
ford. Lord  Treafurer  gave  me  a  letter  from  an 
unknown  hand,  relating  to  Dr  Brown,  bifhop 
of  Cork,  recommending  him  to  a  better  bifhop- 
rick,  as  a  perfon  who  oppofed  Lord  Wharton, 
and  was  made  a  bifhop  on  that  account,  celebrat- 
ing him  for  a  great  politician,  &c.  In  fhort,  all 
directly  contrary  to  his  character,  which  I  made 
bold  to  explain.  What  dogs  there  are  in  the 
the  world  !  I  was  to  fee  the  poor  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Ormond  this  morning.  The  Duke 
was  in  his  public  room,  with  Mr  Southwell  and 
two  more  gentlemen.  When  Southwell  and  I 
were  alone  with  him,  we  talked  fomething  of 
Lord  Afhburnham,  that  he  was  afraid  the  Whigs 
would  get  him  again.  He  bore  up  as  well  as  he 
could ;  but  fomething  falling  accidentally  in  di£- 
courfe,  the  tears  were  juft  falling  out  of  his  eyes, 
and  T  looked  off,  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
(which  he  took)  of  wiping  them  with  his  hand- 
kerchief. I  never  faw  any  thing  fo  moving,  nor 
fuch  a  mixture  of  greatnels  of  mind,  and  teuder- 
nefs  and  difcretion. 

6.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  Parnell,  and  I,  dined, 

by  invitation,  with  my  friend  Dartineuf  *,  whom 

you  have  heard-  me  talk  off.     Lord  Bolingbroke 

i  likes 

*  This  Gentl.-man,  whr-fe  name  was  fpelt  Dartiquenave,  is 
mentioned,  on  account  of  his  tafte  for  good  eating,  by  Mr  Pope, 
in  his  In:lit:iiou  of  the  Second  Efiftle  of  the  Second  Back  of  Horace, 
Tcr.  8;. 

"  When  Oldficld  loves  what  Dartineuf  cktefls." 
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likes  Parnell  mightily  ;  and  it  is  pleafant  to  fee, 
that  one,  who  hardly  pafied  for  any  thing  in 
Ireland,  makes  his  way  here  with  a  little  friendly 
forwarding.  It  is  fcurvy  rainy  weather,  and  I 
have  hardly  been  abroad  to-day,  nor  know  any 
thing  that  pafies.  Lord  Treafurer  is  quite  reco- 
vered, and  I  hope  will  take  care  to  keep  himfelf 
well.  The  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  is  leaving 
England,  to  go  to  her  Duke ;  and  makes  prefents 
of  rings  to  feveral  friends,  they  fay,  with  two 
hundred  pounds  a-piece.  I  am  fure  (he  ought  to 
give  me  one,  though  the  Duke  pretended  to 
think  me  his  greateft  enemy,  and  got  people  to 
tell  me  fo,  and  very  mildly  to  let  me  know,  how 
gladly  he  would  have  me  foftened  towards  him. 
I  bid  a  Lady  of  his  acquaintance  and  mine  let  him, 
know,  that  I  had  hindered  many  a  bitter  thing 
againft  him  ;  not  for  his  own  fake,  but  becaufe 
I  thought  it  looked  bafe  j  and  I  defired  every 
thing  £houid  be  left  him,  except  power. 

7.  I  dined  with  Lord  and  Lady  Mafham  to- 
day, and,  this  evening,  played  at  ombre  with  Mrs 
Vanhornrigh,  merely  for  amufement.  The  mi- 
nifters  have  got  my  papers,  and  will  neither  read 
them,  nor  give  them  to  me  ;  I  can  hardly  do  any 
thing.  Very  warm  flabby  weather,  but  I  made 
a  fhift  to  get  a  walk  ;  yet  I  loft  half  of  it,  by 
fhaking  off  Lord  Rochefter  *,  who  is  a  good  civil 
VOL.  XIV.  F  f  fimple 

•  Henry  Brde,  Ton  of  Lanrence  Earl  of  Rochefter,  yonngsr 
fon  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon.  This  Henry  futtceded 
to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Clarendon,  March  31.  17:3,  oa  the  death 
of  Edward  the  third  Esil  of  Clarendon. 
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fimple  man.  The  bifhop  of  Offory  will  nor  be  bi- 
fhop  of  Hereford,  to  the  great  grief  of  himfelf 
and  his  wife.  I  think  it  is  not  certain  yet,  that 
Maecartrsey  is  efcaped.  I  am  plagued  with  bad 
authors  in  verfe  and  profe,  who  fend  me  their 
books  and  poems,  the  vileft  trafh  I  ever  faw  -,  but 
I  have  given  their  names  to  my  man,  never  to  let 
them  Ice  me. 

o.  You  muft  undcrftand,  that  I  am  in  my 
g€ers,  and  have  got  a  chocolate-pot,  a  prefcnt 
from  Mrs  Afli  of  Clogher,  and  fome  chocolate 
from  my  brother  Ormond,  and  I  treat  folks 
fometimes.  I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer  at  five 
o'clock  to-day,  and  was  by,  while  he  and  Lord 
Bollngbroke  were  at  bufinefs  ;  for  it  is  fit  I  fhould 
know  all  that  pnffes  now,  becaufe,  &c.  The 
Duke  of  Ormond  employed  me  to  fpcak  to  Lord 
Treafurer  to-day,  about  an  affair,  and  I  did  fo ; 
and  the  Duke  had  fpoke  himfelf,  two  hours  be- 
fore, which  vexed  me,  and  I  will  chide  the  Duke 
about  it.  I  tell  you  a  good  thing ;  there  is  not 
one  of  the  miniftry  but  what  will  employ  me,  as 
gravely,  to  fpeak  for  them  to  Lord  Treafurer, 
.  as  if  I  were  their  brother,  or  his  ;  and  I  do  it  as 
gravely,  though  I  know  they  do  it,  only  becaufe 
they  wilt  not  make  themfelves  uneafy,  or  had  ra- 
ther I  fhould  be  denied  than  they.  I  believe  our 
,j>eace  wiil'not  be  finifhed  thefe  two-  months  ;  for 
I  think  we  muft  have  a  return  from  Spain,  by  a 
meffenger,  who  will  not  gtf  till  Sunday  next. 
Lord  Treafurer  lias  invited  me  to  dine  with  him 

again 
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again  *o-morrow.   Your  ccmmUIonfrj  Kni.: 
i*  to  be  there. 

9.  Dr  Pratt  drank  chocolate  with  me  thismorn- 
;.    .      - 

-rieving  for  her 

.  n.  The  j-ide  was  in  bed  in  form, 
and:!  e  fick.     I  meet 

Tom  in  the  Pick,  to  preserve 

his  health.  He  is  as  rud Jy  as  a  rofe,  and  telk 
me,  his  bishop  of  Dromcrs  recovers  very  myth. 
That  biihop  has  been  very  near  dying.  This 
:  iner  talks  of  the  play  of  What  is  ft 
IJu  ?  a  ad  you  will  think  it  to  be  mine,  :ir. 

r'jr  I  have  BO  hand  in  tbele  pipers  at  all.     I 
.  and  inali  again  to- 
morrow, which  is  his  j.-,y  vrb^n  ail  the  minifrers 
with  bias.     Ke  caiis  "it  whipping-djy-     It  is 
ahvavs  on  haturday,  and  we  do  iadeed  equalir 

him  about  "bis  faults  oa  that  day,.     1  v. 
the  original  club,  when  only  poor  Lord  Rivers, 
Lord  Keeper,  and  Lori  liolingbroke  canae  ;  but 
now  Oraood,  Angkiey,  Lord  Steward,  I>art- 
mouth,  and  others,  intrude,  and  I  fcold  21  it; 
but  now  they  pretend  as  good  a  title  as   I ;  aad 
indeed  many  Saturdays  I  am  not  there.     The 
company  being  too  many,  I  don't  love  it. 
ic.   A:  :=.  ::g,  as  we  fat  a- 

ner  at  Lc  Lord 

Peterborough  was  at  the  door.     Lord  Treafurer, 
and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  went  out  to  meet  him, 
and  brought  him  in.    He  was  juft  r turned  £rom 
F  f  2  abroad, 
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abroad,  where  he  has  been  above  a  year.  As 
foon  as  he  law  me,  he  left  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
and  other  Lords,  and  ran  and  kiffed  me  before 
he  fpoke  to  them  * ;  but  chid  me  terribly  for  not 
writing  to  him,  which  I  never  did  this  laft  time 
he  was  abroad,  not  knowing  where  he  was  ;  and 
lie  changed  places  fo  often,  it  was  imponTole  a 
letter  fhould  overtake  him.  He  left  England 
with  a  plurify,  by  his  coach  overturning,  that 
made  him  fpit  blood,  and  was  fo  ill,  we  expected 
every  poft  to  hear  of  his  death  ;  but  he  out-rode 
it,  out-drank  it,  or  fomething  ;  and  he  is  come 
home  luftier  than  ever.  He  is  at  leaft  fixty,  and 
-has  more  fpirits  than  any  young  fellow  I  know 
in  England.  He  has  got  the  old  Lord  Oxford's 
regiment  of  horfe,  and  I  believe  will  have  a  gar- 
ter". I  love  the  hang-dog  dearly. 

1 1.  The  Court  was  crammed  to-dar,  to  fee  the 
French  ambaflador  ;  but  he  did  not  come.  Did 
I  never  tell  you,  that  I  go  to  Court  on  Sundays, 
as  to  a  co£Fee-houfe,  to  fee  acquaintance,  when* 
I  Ihould  not  othcrwife  fee  twice  a -year  ?  The 
proved  and  I  dine  with  Ned  Southwell,  by  ap- 
pointment, in  order  to  fettle  your  kingdom,  if 
my  fcheme  can  be  followed  ;  but  I  doubt  our 
miniftry  will  be  too  tedious.  You  muft  certainly 
have  a  new  Parliament  •,  but  they  would  have  that 
a  fecret  yet.  Our  Parliament  here  will  be  pro- 
rogued for  three  \veeks.  Thofe  puppies  will  not 

yet 

*  The  Dean  had  addrefled  fome  verfes  to  him,  in  the  yea? 
1706.  See  Vol.  VII.  of  Bathurft's  edition,  8ro. 
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:gh  they  pretend  to  fnbmit  to 
the  <V  Jut  they  would 

tryfirft  howourSe£I:  :.-.  bopes  tc 

broil  us  in  the  Houfe  of  L 

vice  had  been  taken,  the  Se^ou  fr.ould  have  be- 
gun, and  we  would  have  trufted  the  Pariiatrent, 
to  approve  die  fteps  already  made  towards  the 
peace ;  and  had  an  addreis,  perhaps,  from  them, 
to  conclude  without  the  Dutch,  if  they  would  not 
agree.'  Others  are  of  my  m;ad,  but  it  b  cot  rec- 
lame :  Yet  I  doubt  whether  the 
peac^  .  jy  fo  fbon  as  three  weeks,  but 
that  is  a  lecret- 

12.  "rat*  ?.:ia  I  walked  into  the  chy,  to  cnc 
Batemnti's,  a   rubious  book  feller  for  old  books. 
There  I  iared  cut  four  pounds  like  a  fool,  and 
we   dined   at   a   hedge  alehoufe,    for  two 
lings  aal :  :perors.    I^et  m;  fee, 
1  bought  Fiotarc'i;,  two  vo'umes,  for  thirty  fhil- 
lings,  &c.     We  have  no  nevs,  acd   I  ha\  t 
thing  more  to  far  to-d,iv,  and  I  can*t  finifh  my 
work:.     Thefe  rr  ioifters  will  not  find  time  to  da 
what  I  would  have  them. 

13.  I  v.-as  to  have  dined  to-day  with  Lord 
Keeper  ;  but  would  not,  becaufe  thst  bnr . . 
John  Walter,  was  to  te  ore  c 

You  may  remember  he  railed  at  ma  laft  Summer 

was  twelve  months,  at  "Windibr,  and  has  never 

.he  promifed  to  do  it  ; 

and  Lord  Manfel,  who  was  one  of  the  coir. 

would  certainly  have  fet  us  together  by  the  ears, 

F  f  3  cut 
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out  of  pure  roguifh  mifchief.  So  I  dined  with 
Lord  Treafuref,  where  there  was  none  but  Lord 
Lolingbroke.  I  flayed  till  eight,  and  then  went 
to  Lady  Orkney's,  who  has  been  fick,  and  fat  with 
her  till  twelve.  The  parliament  was  prorogued 
to-d?.y,  as  I  told  you,  for  three  weeks.  Our 
-weather  is  very  bad,  and  flabbery,  and  I  (hall 
fpoil  my  new  hat,  or  empty  my  pockets.  Lord 
Abercorn  plagues  me  to  death.  I  have  now  not 
above  fix  people  to  provide  for,  and  about  as 
many  to  do  good  offices  to  ;  and  thrice  as  many, 
that  I  will  do  nothing  for. 

14.  To-day  I  took  the  circle  of  morning  vifits. 
I  went  to  the  Duchefs  of  Ormond,  and  there  was 
fhe,  and  Lady  Betty,  and  Lord  Afhburnham  to- 
gether. That  was  the  firffc  time  the  mother  and 
daughter  faw  each  other  fince  Lady  Afhburn- 
hatn's.  death.  They  were  both  in  tears  ;  and  I 
chid  them  for  being  together,  and  made  Lady 
Betty  go  to  her  own  chamber  ;  then  fat  a  while 
with  the  Duchefs,  and  went  after  Lady  Betty, 
and  all  was  well.  There  is  fomething  of  farce  in 
all  thefe  mournings,  let  them  be  ever  fo  ferious. 
People  will  pretend  to  grieve  more  than  they 
really  do,  and  that  takes  off  from  their  true  grief. 
I  then  w-nt  to  the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton,  who 
never  grieved  *,  but  raged,  and  flormed,  and 
railed.  She  is  pretty  quiet  now,  but  has  a 

diabolical 

*  The  De?.n  exprtffes  different  fentiments  of  this  Lady,  in 
his  letter  to  Mrs  Dingley,  dated  November  15.  1772  ;  but  it  fs 
probable,  he  had  then  very  little  acquaintance  with  her. 
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diabolical  temper.  Lord  Keeper  and  his  fon,  and 
their  two  Ladies,  and  I,  dined  to-day  wi:>. 
Caefar,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  at  his  houfe  in  the 
city,  where  he  keeps  his  office.  We  happened 
to  talk  of  Brutus,  and  I  faid  fomething  in  his 
praife  ;  when  it  ftruck  me  immediately,  that  I 
had  made  a  blunder  in  doing  fo,  and  therefore 
recollected  myfelf,  and  faid,  Mr  Caefar,  I  beg 
your  pardon.  So  we  laughed,  &c. 

15.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  laft  night  I  had  a 
prefcnt  lent  me,  (I  found  it  when  I  came  home  in 
my  chamber \  of  the  fined  wild-fowl  I  ever  faw, 
with  the  vileft  letter,  and  from  the  vileft  poet  in 
the  world,  who  fent  it  me  as  a  bribe  to  get  him 
an  employment.  I  know  not  were  the  fcoundrel 
lived,  fo  I  could  not  fend  them  back  ;  and  there- 
fore I  gave  them  away  as  freely  as  I  got  them, 
and  have  ordered  my  man  never  to  let  up  the  poet 
when  he  comes.  The  rogue  mould  have  kept  the 
wings  at  leaft  for  his  mnfe.  One  of  his  fowls  was 
a  large  capon  pheafant,  as  fat  as  a  pullet.  I  ate 
{hire  of  it  to-day  with  a  friend.  "We  have  now 
a  drawing-room  every  YVednefday,  Thurftay, 
and  Saturday,  at  one  o'clock.  The  Queen  does 
not  come  out ;  but  all  her  minifters,  foreigners, 
and  perfons  of  quality,  are  at  it.  I  was  there  to- 
day, and  Lord  Treafurer  came  towards  me  ;  I 
td  him,  a,nd  he  hunted  me  thrice  about  the 
room.  I  affected  never  to  take  notice  of  him  at 
church,  or  court.  He  knows  it,  for  I  have  told 
him  fo ;  and  to-night,  at  Lord  MafhamV,  he 

gave 
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gave  an  account  of  it  to  the  company  ;  but  my 
reafons  arc,  that  people  feeing  me  fpc.ik  to  him, 
caufes  a  great  deal  of  tcazing.  I  tell  you  what 
comes  into  my  head,  that  1  never  knew  whether 
you  were  "\Vhigs  or  Tories  ;  and  I  value  our  con- 
verfation  the  more,  that  it  never  turned  on  that 
fubject.  I  have  a  fancy  that  Ppt.  is  a  Tory,  and 
a  rigid  one.  I  don't  know  why  •,  but  methiriks 
ihe  looks  like  one,  and  D.  D.  a  fort  of  a  tri.nmer. 
Am  I  right  ?  I  gave  the  Examiner  a  hint  about 
this  prorogation,  and  to  pr;;ife  the  Queen  for  her 
tendernefs  to  the  Dutch,  in  giving  them  fHll  more 
time  to  fubmit.  It  fitted  the  occafions  at  prdtnr. 

16.  I  was  bufy  to-day  at   the  fecrit.irv's  oiiice, 
and  ftaid  till  paft  three.     The  Duke  of  OrmonJ 
and  I  were  to  dine  at  Lord  Orkney's.    The  Duke 
was  at   the   committee,  fo  I  thought  all  was  iafV. 
When  I  went  there,  they  had   alnioft  dined ;  for 
the   Duke  hr.d  fent   to  excufe    himfi.lf,  which  I 
never  knew.    I  came  home  at  feven,  and  began  a 
little  whim,  which  juft  came  into  my  head,  ?.ni 
will  make  a  three-penny   pamphlet.     It  lhall  be 
finifhed  and  out  in   a  week  ;  and  if  it  fucceecls, 
you   fhall  know  what   it  is  \  otherwife   not.     I 
I  camjot  fend  this  to-morrow,  and  will  put  it  ofF 
till  next  Saturday,  becauie  I  liavc  much  butinefs. 
So  my  journals  {hall  be  fhort,  and  Ppt.   mult 
have  patience. 

17.  This  rogue  Parnell  has  not  yet  corrected 
his  poem,  and  I  would  fain  have  it  out.     I  dined 
to-day  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  his  Saturday's 

company  ; 
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company  ;  nine  of  us  in  all.  They  went  away  at 
feven,  and  Lord  Treafurer  and  I  fat  talking  an 
hour  after.  After. dinner,  he  was  talking- to  the 
Lords,  about  the  fpeech  the  Queen  muft  make 
when  the  parliament  meets.  He  afked  me,  how 
I  would  make  it.  I  was  going  to  be  ferious,  be- 
caufe  it  was  ferioufly  put ;  but  I  turned  it  to  a 
jcft.  And  becaufe  they  had  been  fpeaking  of 
the  Duchefe  of  Marlborough  going  to  Flanders 
after  the  Duke,  I  faid,  the  fpeech  fhould  begin 
thus  :  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  in  order  to  my 
o.vn  quiet,  and  that  of  my  fubjecls,  I  have 
thought  fit  to  fend  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough 
abroad  after  the  Duke.  This  took  well,  and 
turned  off  the  difcourfe.  I  mult  tell  you,  I  do 
not  at  all  like  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
remember  I  tell  you  fa.  Things  muft  be  on  an- 
other foot,  or  we  are  all  undone.  I  hate  this 
driving  always  to  an  inch. 

1 8.  We  had  a  mighty  full  Court  to-day.  Dil- 
ly  was  with  me  at  the  French  church,  and  edi- 
fied mightily.  Duke  of  Ormond  and  I  dined 
at  Lord  Orkney's  ;  but  I  left  them  at  feven,  and 
came  home  to  my  whim.  I  have  made  a  great 
progrefs.  My  large  treatife  *  ftands  ftock-ftilL 
Some  think  it  too  dangerous  to  publifh,  and 
would  have  me  print  only  what  relates  to  the 
peace.  I  cannot  tell  what  1  ihall  do.  The  biiliop 
of  Dromore  is  dying.  They  thought  yefterday 
he  could  not  live  two  hours ;  yet  he  is  ftlll  alive, 
but  is  utterly  paft  all  hopes. 

ip.I 

*  His  Hiflory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht. 
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19.  I  was  tills  morning  to  fee  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Ormond.  The  Duke  d'Aumont 
came  in  while  I  was  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
and  we  complimented  each  other  like  dragons. 
A  poor  fellow  called  at"  the  door  where  I  lodge, 
v;itb  a  parcel. of  oranges  for  a  prefent  for  me. 
I  bid  rny  man  le.irn  what  his  name  was,  and 
whence  he  came.  He  fent  word  hi>  name  was 
Bun,  and  that  I  knew  him  very  well.  I  bid  my 
man  tell  hi.n  1  was  bufy,  and  he  could  not  fpeak 
to  me  ;  and  not  to  let  him  leave  his.  oranges.  I 
know  no  more  of  it,  but  I  am  fure  I  never  heard 
the  name,  and  I  lliall  take  no  fuch  prefents 
from  ftrangers.  Perhaps  he  might  be  only  fome 
..-,  who  wanted  a  little  money.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  fomething  worfe.  Let  them  keep  their 
poifon  for  their  rats  :  I  don't  love  it. 

io.  A  committee  of  our  fociety  dined  to-day 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Our  fo- 
ciety does  not  meet  now  as  ufual,  for  which  I 
am  blamed  j  but,  till  Lord  Treafurer  will  agres 
to  give  us  money  and  employments  to  beftow, 
I  am  againrt  it ;  and  he  gives  us  nothing  but  pro- 
mifcs.  Bifliop  of  Dromore  is  ftill  alive,  and 
that  is  all.  We  expect  every  day  he  will  die, 
and  then  Tom  Leigh  muft  go  back,  which  is 
one  good  thing  to  the  town.  I  believe  Pratt 
will  drive  at  one  of  thefe  bifhopricks.  Our  Kn- 
glilh  bifhoprick  *  is  not  yet  diipofed  of.  I  believe 
the  peace  will  not  be  ready  by  ihe  fcffion. 

21.  I 

*,'  Probably  that  of  Hereford,    vnrant  by  the  death  of  Dr 
Humphry  Humphreys,  on  the  aoth  of  November  1712,    who 

was 
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21.  I  was  to-day  with  my  printer,  to  give  him 
a  little  pamphlet  I  have  written,  but  riot  politics. 
It  will  be  out  by  Monday.     If  it  fucceeds,   I  will 
tell  you  of  it ;  otherwife  not.     We  had  a  prodi- 
gious thaw  to-day,  as  bad  as  rain  ;  yet  I  walked, 
like  a   good   boy,  all  the  way.     The  bifhop  of 
Dromore  ftill  draws  breath,  but  cannot  live  two 
days   longer.     My  large   book   lies  flat.     Some 
people  think  a  great  part  of  it  ought  not  to  be 
now   printed.     I  believe  I  told  you  fo  before. 
This   letter   fliall   not   go    till   Saturday,    which 
makes  up  the  three  weeks  exactly,  and  I  allow- 
fix  weeks. 

22.  This  is  one  of  our  Court  days,  and  I  was 
there.    I  told  you  there  is  a  drawing-room  "\Ved- 
nefday,  Thurfday,  and  Saturday.     The  Hamil- 
tons,   and    Abercorns,   have    done   teazing  me. 
The  latter,  I  hear,  is   actually  going  to  France. 
Lord  Treafurer  quarrelled  with  me  at  Court,  for 
being  four  days  without  dining  with  him  ;  fo  I 
dined  there  to-day,  and  he  has  at  laft  fallen  in 
with  my  project  (as  he  calls  it)  of  coining  half- 
pence and  farthings   with  devices,  like  medals, 
in   honour  of  the   Queen,  every  year  changing 
the  device.     I  wifh  it  may  be  done. 

23.  Duke  of  Ormond  and  I  appointed  to  dine 
•with  Ned  Southwell  to-day,  to  talk  of  fettlin^ 
your  affairs  of  parliament  in  Ireland  ;  but  there 
vras  a  mixture  of  company,  and  the  Duke  of 

Ormond 

was  fucceeded  by  Dr  Philip  EifTe,    tianfiated  from  the  fee   of 
St  Davii's. 
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Ormond  was  in  hafte,  and  nothing  was  done. 
If  your  parliament  meets  this  Summer,  it  muft 
be  a  new  one  ;  but  I  find  fome  are  of  opinion, 
there  fhould  be  none  at  all  thefe  two  years.  I 
will  trouble  myfelf  no  more  about  it.  My  de- 
fign  was  to  ferve  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  Dr 
Pratt  and  I  fat  this  evening  with  the  biihop  of 
Clogher,  and  played  at  ombre  for  three-pence. 
That  1  fuppofe  is  but  low  with  you.  I  found,  at 
coming  home,  a  letter  from  M.  No.  37.  I  (hall 
not  anfwer  it  this  bout,  but  will,  the  next.  I 
have  got  a  terrible  new  cold,  before  my  old  was 
quite  gone,  and  don't  know  how.  I  lliall  have 
D.  D.'s  money  foon  from  the  exchequer.  The 
bifhop  of  Dromore  is  dead  now  at  laft. 

24.  I  was  at  Court  to-day,  and  it  was  comi- 
cal to  fee  Lord  Abercorn  bowing  to  me,  but  not 
fpeaking,  and  Lord  Selkirk  the  fame.  I  dined 
"with  Lord  Treafurer  and  his  Saturday  club, 
and  fat  with  him  two  hours  after  the  reft  were 
gone,  and  fpoke  freer  to  him  of  affairs,  than  I 
am  afraid  others  do,  who  might  do  more  good. 
All  his  friends  repine,  and  ihrug  their  fhoulders; 
but  will  not  deal  with  him  fo  freely  as  they 
ought.  It  is  an  odd  bufinefs  ;  the  parliament 
juft  going  to  fit,  and  no  employments  given. 
They  fay  they  will  give  them  in  a  few  days. 
There  is  a  new  bifhop  made  of  Hereford  ;  fo 
OiTory  is  difappointed.  I  hinted  fo  to  his  friends 
two  months  ago,  to"  make  him  leave  off  deluding 
himfeif,  and  being  indifcreet,  as  he  was. 

i  LET- 
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LETTER      CXXXVin. 

D*    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DIXGLET. 

Lontlan^  Jan.  25,   1712-13. 

WE  had  fuch  a  terrible  ftorm  to-day,  that 
going  to  Lord  Bolingbroke's,  I  faw  a 
hundred  tiles  fallen  down  ;  and  one  fwinger  fell 
about  forty  yards  before  me,  that  would  have 
killed  a.  horfe :  So,  after  church  and  court,  I 
walked  through  the  Park,  and  took  a  chair  to 
Lord  Treafurer's.  Next  door  to  his  houfe,  a  tin 
chimney-top  had  fallen  down,  with  a  hundred 
bricks.  It  is  grown  calm  this  evening.  I  won- 
der had  you  fuch  a  wind  to  day  ?  I  hate  it  as 
much  as  any  hog  does.  Lord  Treasurer  has 
engaged  me  to  dine  again  with  him  to-morrow. 
He  has  thofe  tricks,  fbmetimes,  of  inviting  me 
from  day  to  day,  which  I  am  forced  to  break 
through.  My.  littk  pamphlet  is  out ;  'tis  not 
politics. 

26.  This  morning  I  felt  a  little  touch  of  gid- 
dinefs,  which  has  difordered  and  weakened  me 
with  its  ugly  remains  all  this  day.  After  dinner 
at  Lord  Treafurer's,  the  French  ambafiador, 
Duke  d'Aumont,  fent  Lord  Treafurer  word, 
that  his  houfe  was  burned  "down  to  the  ground. 
It  took  fire  in  the  upper  rooms,  while  he  was  at 
dinner  with  Monteleon,  the  Spanifh  ambafiador, 
and  other  perlbns  ;  and  fbon  after,  Lord  Eoling- 
VGL.  XIV.  G  g  broke 
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broke  came  to  us  with  the  fame  flory.  We  arc 
full  of  fpeculation  upon  it  ;  but  I  believe  it  was 
the  carelefinefs  of  his  French  rafcally  fervants. 
*Tis  odd,  that  this  very  day  Lord  Sommers, 
Wharton,  Sunderland,  Halifax,  and  the  whole 
club  of  Whig  Lords,  dined  at  Pontac's  in  the  city, 
as  I  received  private  notice  they  have  fome  dam- 
ned defign.  I  tell  you  another  odd  thing  ;  I  was 
obferving  it  to  Lord  Treafurer,  that  he  WAS  ilab- 
bed  on  the  day  King  William  died ;  and  the  day 
I  faved  his  life,  by  opening  the  band-box,  was 
King  William's  birth-day.  My  friend  Mr  Lewis  * 
has  had  a  lye  fpread  on  him,  by  the  miftake  of  a 
man  who  went  to  another  of  his  name,  to  give 
him  thanks  for  paffing  his  privy  feal  to  come 
from  France.  That  other  Lewis  fpread  about, 
that  the  man  brought  him  thanks  from  Lord 
Perth  and  Lord  Melfort  (now  Lords  with  the 
Pretender)  for  his  great  fervices,  &c.  The 
Lords  will  examine  that  other  Lewis  to-morrow 
in  Council ;  and  I  believe  you  will  hear  of  it  in 
the  prints,  for  I  will  make  Abel  Roper  give  a 
relation  of  it. 

27.  I  dined  to-day  with  Lord  Treafurer  :  This 
makes  four  days  together  ;  and  he  has  invited 

me 

*  Erafvus  Lewis,  fecretary  to  tlie  Earl  of  Dartmouth  one 
of  the  iccretaiksof  ftate,  ami  afterwards  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
Lord  1-P.Ji  Treasurer.  He  was  member  for  Leftwithiel,  in 
Cornwall,  in  the  paillamuit,  which  began  April  9,  1713.  A 
particular  account  of  this  afiairj  maybe  feen  in  the  Exuminer, 
Vol.  III.  No.  -21,  for  February  2,  7712-13,  and  in  Bojer's  Poli- 
tical Sate,  Vol.  V.  p.  aj>  iljq. 
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me  aguin  to-morrow,  but  I  abfolutely  refufed 
him.  I  was  this  evening  at  a  chriftening  with 
him,  of  Lord  Dupplin's  daughter.  He  went  away 
at  ten;  but  they  kept  me,  and  fome  others,  till  pail 
twelve  ;  fo  you  may  be  fure  'tis  late,  as  they  fay. 
We  have  now  ftronger  fufpicions,  that  the  Duke 
(P Au mom's  houfe  was  fet  on  fire  by  malice.  I 
was  to-day  to  lee  Lord  Keeper,  who -has  quite 
loft  his  voice  with  a  cold.  There  Dr  Racclilfe 
told  me,  that  it  was  the  ambafTador's  confection- 
er fet  the  houfe  on  fire,  by  boiling  fugar,  and  go- 
ing down  and  letting  it  boil  over.  Yet  others 
ftill  think  differently  ;  fo  I  know  not  what  to 
judge. 

28.  I  was  to-day  at  Court,  where  the  Spanifh 
ambaflador  talked  to  me,  as  if  he  did  not  fufpecl: 
any  defign  in  burning  d'Aumont's  houfe  ;  but  the 
Abbe    Gamier,  fecretary  for   France    here,  ftid 
quite  otherwife  ;  and  that  d'Aumont  had  a  let- 
ter the  very  fame  day,  to  let  him  kr;ow  his  houfe 
fiiould  be  burneJ,  and  tells  feveral  other  circum- 
ftances  too  tedious  to  write.      ')ne  is,  that  a  fel- 
low  mending  the  tiles  juil:  when  the  fire  broke 
out,  faw  a  pot   with    wild-fire  in  the  room.     I 
dined  with  Lord  Orkney.     Neither  Lord   Aber- 
corn  nor  Selkirk  will   now  fpeak  with  me.     I 
have  difobliged  both  fi.'es. 

29.  Our  fociety  met  to-day,  fourteen  of  us, 
and  at  the  tavern.     "VVe  now  rdolv.  to  meet  but 
once  a-fortnight,    and   have  a  committee  every 
other  week  of  fix  or  feven  to  confult  about  do- 

G  g  2  ing 
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ing  fome  good.  I  propofed  another  mefTage  to 
Lord  Treafurer  by  three  principal  members,  to 
give  one  hundred  guineas  to  a  certain  perfon, 
and  they  are  to  urge  it  as  well  as  they  can.  We 
alfo  raifed  fixty  guineas  upon  our  own  fociety  ; 
but  I  made  them  do  it  by  affeilbrs,  and  I  was 
one  of  them,  and  we  fitted  our  tax  to  the  feve- 
ral  eftates.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  pays  ten 
guineas,  and  I  the  third  part  of  a  guinea  j  at 
that  rate  they  may  tax  as  often  as  they  pleafe. 

30.  I  have  drank  Spa  waters  thefe  two  or 
three  days  4  but  they  do  not  pafs,  and  make  me 
very  giddy.  I  am  not  well  j  I.  will  take  them  no- 
more. 

I  fauntei-ed,  after  church  to-day,  with  the  Pro- 
voft,  to  fee  a  library  to  be  fold,  and  dined' at  five 
with  Lord  Orkney.  We  ftill  think  there  was 
malice  in  burning  d'Aumont's  houfe.  I  hear 
little  Harrifon  is  come  over ;  it  was  he  I  fent  to 
Utrecht.  He  is  now  Queen's  fecretary  to  the 
embafly,  and  has  brought  with  htm  the  barrier 
treaty,  as  it  is  now  corrected  by  us,  and  yielded 
to  by  the  Dutch,  which  was  the  greateft  difficul- 
ty to  retard  the  peace.  I  hope  he  will  bring 
over  the  peace  a  month  hence,  for  we  will  fend 
him  back  as  foon  as  poflible.  I  long  to  fee  the 
little  brat  my  own  creature.  His  pay  is  in  all  a 
thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  they  have  never 
paid  him  a  groat,  though  I  have  teazed  their 
hearts  out. .  He  mu'ft  be  three  or  four  hundred 
pounds  in  debt  at  kail. 

31.  Har- 
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31.  Harrifon  was  with  me  this  morning;  we 
talked  three  hours,  and  then  I  carried  him  to 
Court.  When  we  went  down  to  the  door  cf 
my  lodging,  I  found  a  coach  waited  for  him. 
I  chid  him  for  it ;  but  he  whifpered  me,  it  was 
iinpoiiiole  to  do  otherwife ;  and  in  the  coach  he 
told,  me,  he  had  not  one  farthing  in  his  pocket 
to  pay  it;  and  therefore  took  the  coach  for  the 
whole  day,  and  intended  to  borrow  money  fome 
where  or  other.  So  there  was  die  Queen's  mi- 
nuter intruded  in  affairs  of  the  greateft  import' 
ance,  without  a  (hilling  ia  his  pocket  to  pay  a 
coach.  I  paid  him  while  he  was  with  me  . 
guineas,  in  part  of  a  dozen  of  fhirts  he  bought 
me  in  Holland.  I  prefented  him  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  and  fcveral  Lords  at  Court  ;  and  I 
contrived  it  fo,  that  Lord  Treafur^r  came  to  me, 
and  alked  (1  had  ParneU  by  me)  whether  that 
was  Dr  Parnell,  and  came  up  and  fpoke  to  h?oi 
with  great  kindnefs,  and  invited  him  to  his 
houie.  I  value  tnyleif  upon  making  the  miniury 
desire  to  be  acquainted  with  Parnell,  and  not 
Paraell  with  the  miniitry.  His  poem  is  alrnoft 
fully  corrected,  and  (hall  be  foon  out.  Here  is 
enough  for  to-day;  only  to  tell  you,  that  I  was 
in  the  city  with  my  printer,  to  alter  an  Exami- 
ner *,  about  my  friend  Lewis's  ftory,  which  w21 
be  told  wit!i  remarks. 

Feb.  i.  I  could  do   nothing  ti'J  to-day  about 
die  Examiner ;  but  the  printer  came  this  mora- 
G  g  3  ing,, 

nunuier,  Vol.  JII.  : 
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ing,  and  I  dictated  to  him  what  was  fit  to  be 
faid,  and  then  Mr  Lewis  came  and  corrected  It 
as  he  would  have  it  ;  fo  I  was  neither  at  church 
nor  court.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  and  1  dined 
at  Lord  Orkney's.  I  left  them  at  feven,  and 
fat  with  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  who  has  a  very 
bad  fore  leg,  for  which  he  defigns  to  go  to 
France.  The  parliament  is  to  fit  on  the  third, 
but  will  adjourn  for  three  >or  four  days  ;  for  the 
Queen  is  laid  up  with  the  gout,  and  both  fpeakers 
out  of  order,  though  one  of  them,  Lord-Keeper, 
is -almoft  well.  I  fpoke  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
a  good  deal  about  Ireland.  We  do  not  alto- 
gether agree,  nor  am  I  judge  enough  of  Irilli 
affairs ;  but  I  will  fpeak  to  Lord  Treafurer  to- 
morrow, that  we  three  may  fettle  them  fome 
way  or'other. 

2.  It  rained  all  this  day,  and  Dilly  came  to  me, 
and  was  coaching  it  into  the  city  ;  fo  I  went  with 
him  for  a  fhaking,  becaufe  it  would  not  coft  me 
a  farthing.  There  I  met  my  friend  Stratford, 
the  merchant,  who  is  going  abroad  to  gather  up 
his  debts,  and  be  clear  in  the  world.  He  beg- 
ged me  I  would  dine  with  fome  merchant  friends 
of  our's  there,  becaufe  it  was  the  lafttime  I  fliould 
fee  him  :  So  I  did,  and  thought  to  have  feen  Lord 
Treafurer  in  the  evening,  but  he  happened  to  go 
out  at  five  ;  fo  I  vifited  fome  friends,  and  came 
home.  The  parliament  meets  to-morrow,  but 
will  be  prorogued  for  a  fortnight ;  which  difap- 
pointment  will,  \  I  believe,  vex  abundance  of 

them, 
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them,  though  they  are  not  Whigs ;  for  they  are 
forced  to  be  m  town  at  expence  for  nothing  : 
But  .we  want  an  anfwer  from  Spain,  before  we 
are  fure  of  every  thing  being  right  for  the  peace  j 
and  God  knows  whether  we  can  have  that  anfwer 
this  month.  It  is  a  mod  ticklifh  juncture  of  af- 
fairs ;  we  are  always  driving  to  an  inch  :  I  am 
weary  of  it. 

3.  The  parliament  met,  and  was  prorogued,  as 
I  faid;  and  I  found  fome  cloudy  faces,  and  heard 
fome  grumbling.      We   have   got  over   all   our 
difficulties  with  France,  I  think.  They  have  now 
fettled  all  the   articles  of  commerce  between  us 
and  them,  wherein  they  were  very  much  difpofed 
to  play  the  rogue,  if  we  had  not  held  them  to  ; 
and  this  bufinefs  we  wait  for  from  Spain,  is  to 
prevent  fome  other  rogueries  of  the  French,  who 
are  finding  an   evafion  to  trade  to  the  Spanifh 
Weft-Indies;  but  I  hope  we  {hail  prevent  it.     I 
dined  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  he  was  in  good 
humour  enough.     I  gave  him  that  part  of  my 
book  in  manuicript  to  read,  where  his  character 
was,  and  drawn  pretty  freely.     He  was  reading 
and  correcting  it  with  his  pencil,  when  the  bi- 
fhop  of  St  David's  *.(now  removing  to  Hereford) 
came  and  interrupted   us.     I  left  him  at  eight, 
and  fat  till  twelve  with  the  Provoft  and  Bifhop  of 
Clogher. 

4.  I  was   to-day    at  Court,  but   kept   out  of 
Lord  Treafurer's  way,  becaufe  I  was  engaged  to 

the 
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the  Duke  of  Ormond,  where  I  clinecl,  and,  I 
think,  eat  and  drank  LOO  much.  I  fat  this  even- 
ing with  Lady  Mafftam,  and  then  with  Lord 
Mafliam  and  Lord  Treafurer  at  Lord  Mafham's. 
It  was  laft  year,  you  may  remember,  my  con- 
ftant  evening  place.  I  law  Lady  Jerfey,  with 
Lady  Malharu,  who  has  been  laying  out  for  my 
acquaintance,  and  has  forced  a  promife  from  me 
to  drink  chocolate  with  her  in  a  day  or  two, 
which  I  know  not  whether  I  {hall  perform,  for  I 
do  not  much  like  her  character  ;  but  Ihe  is  very 
malicicus,  and  therefore  I  think  I  murt  keep 
fair  with  her.  I  did  not  write  to  Dr  Coghill, 
that  I  would  have  nothing  in  Ireland  ;  but  that 
I  was  foliciting  nothing  any  where,  and  that  is 
true.  I  have  named  Dr  Sterne  *  to  Lord  Trea- 
furer, Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, for  a  biflioprick.  and  I  did  it  heartily  :  I 
know  not  what  will  come  of  it ;  but  I  tell  you 
as  a  great  fecret,  that  I  have  made  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  promife  me  to  recommend  nobody  till 
he  tells  me,  and  this  for  fome  reafons  too  long 
to  mention.  My  head  is  ftill  in  no  good  order. 

5.  I  dined  to-day  with  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine 
and  the  Provoft,  and  played  at  ombre  with  him 
all  the  afternoon.  I  won,  yet  Sir  "Andrew  is  an 
admirable  player.  Lord  Pembroke  came  in, 
and  I  gave  him  three  or  four  fcurvy  Diily-puns, 
that  begin  with  an  if.  I  believe  I  fliall  write  no 
more  this  good  while,  nor  publifli  what  I  have 

done. 
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done.  Pray  God  mend  Ppt.'s  health ;  mine  is 
but  very  indifferent.  I  have  Idt  off  Spa  water  ; 
it  makes  my  legs  fweli. 

6.  This  is  the  Queen's  birth-day,  and  I  never 
faw  it  celebrated  with  fo  much  luxury  and  fine 
cloAths.     I  went  to   Court  to  fee  them,  and  I 
dined  with  Lord-Keeper,  where  the  ladies  were 
fine  to  admiration.     I  pailed  the  evening  at  Mrs 
Vanhomrigh'sf  and   came    home   pretty    early. 
Pray  God  keep  the  Queen  ;  fhe  was   very   ill 
about  ten  days  ago,  and  had  the  gout  in   her 
ftoaaach^    "When  I  came  from  Lord-Keeper's,  I 
called  at  Lord  Treafurer's,  becaufe  1  heard  he 
was  very  fine,  and  that  was  a  new  thing,  and  it 
was  true  ;  for  his  coat  and  waiitcoat  were  em- 
broidered.    All  things  grow  dear  in  Ireland,  but 
corn   to  the  parfbns ;  for  my  livings  are  fallen 
much  this  year,  by  Parvifol's  account.   . 

7.  I  was  at  Court  to-day,  but  faw  no  birth- 
day cloaths ;    the  great  folks  never  wear  them 
above  once  or  twice-     I  dined  with  Lord  Grk- 
ney,  and  fat  the  evening  with  Sir  Andrew  Foun- 
taine,  whofe  leg  is  in  a  very  dubious  condition. 
This,  I  believe,  will  hardly  go  till  Saturday ;  for 
being  not  very  well,  I  dare  not  ftudy  much  :  So  I 
let  company  come  in  a  morning,  and  pafs  the 
afternoon  in  dining  and  fitting  fomewhere.    Lord 
Treaforer  is  angry  if  I  don't  dine  with  him  eve- 
ry fecond  day$  and  I  cannot  part  with  him  till 
late.     He  kept  me  laft  night  till   near  twelve. 
Our  weather  is  conftant  raia    above  thefe  two 

months. 
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months,  which  hinders  walking ;  fo  that  our 
Spring  is  not  like  your.'s.  I  have  not  fcen  Fan- 
ny Manley  yet ;  I  cannot  find  time.  "  I  am  in  re- 
bellion with  all  my  acquaintance,  but  I  will  mend 
with  my  health  and  the  weather.  Colds!  why 
we  are  all  dying  with  colds  ;  but  now  they  are  a 
little  over,  and  my  fecond  is  almoft  over. 

8.  It  was  terribly  rainy  to-day,  from  morning 
till   night.     I  intended  to  have  dined  with  Lord 
Treafurer;  but  went  to  fee  Sir  Andrew  Foun- 
taine,  and   he  kept  me  to  dinner,  which   faved 
coach-hire,  and   I  ftaid  with  him  all  the  after- 
noon, and  loft  thirteen  {hillings  and  fixpence  at 
ombre.    There  was  management !  and  Lord  Trea- 
furer  will  chide  ;  but  I'll  dine  with  him  to-morrow. 
The  bHhop  of  Clogher's  daughter  has  been  ill 
fome  days,  and  it  proves  the  fmall-pox.     She  is 
very  full ;  but  it  comes  out  well,  and  they  appre- 
hend no   danger.     Lady  Orkney  has  given    me 
her  picture  ;  a  very  fine  original  of  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller's  ;  it  is  now 'a-mending.     He  has  favour- 
ed her  fquint  admirably ;  and  you  know  I  love 
a  caft  in  the  eye.     I  was  to  fee  Lady  Worfley  to- 
day, who  is  juft  come  to  town  ;  (lie  is  full  of 
rheumatic  pains.       All  my   acquaintance    grow 
old  and  fickly. 

9.  I  thought  to  have  dined  with  Lord  Trea- 
furer  to-day,  but  he  dined  abroad  at  Tom  Har- 
ley's  ;  fo  I  dined  at  Lord  Mafham's,  and  fo  was 
winning  all  I  had  loft  playing  with  Lady  Ma  (ham, 
at  crown  piquet,  when   I  went  to  Pool's,    and 
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I  loft  it  again.  Lord  Treafurer  came  to  us, 
and  chid  me  for  not  following  him  to  Tom  Mar- 
ley's.  I  was  this  morning  to  fee  Lady  Jerfey, 
and  we  have  made  twenty  parties  about  dining 
together,  and  I  fliall  hardly  keep  one  of  them. 
She  is  reduced,  after  all  her  greatnefs,  to  feven 
fervants,  and  a  fmall  houfe,  and  no  coach.  I 
like  her  tolerably  as  yet. 

10.  I  made  vilits  this  morning  to  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs  of  Ormond,  and  Lady  Betty,  and 
the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton.  "When  I  was  writing 
this  near  twelve  o'clock,  the  Duchefs  of  Hamil- 
ton fent  to  have  me  dine  with  her  to-morrow. 
I  am  forced  to  give  my  anfwer  through  the  door, 
for  my  man  has  got  the  key,  and  is  gone  to  bed ; 
but  I  cannot  obey  her,  for  our  fociety  meets  to- 
morrow. I  ftole  away  from  Lord  Treafurer  by 
eight,  and  intended  to  have  palled  the  evening 
with  Sir  Thomas  Cbrges  and  his  Lady  ;  but  met 
them  in  another  place,  and  Have  there  fat  till 
now.  My  head  has  not  been  ill  to-day.  I  was 
at  Court,  and  made  Lord  Manfel  walk  with  me 
in  the  Park  before  we  went  to  dinner.  Yefter- 
day  and  to-day  have  been  fair,  but  yet  it  rained 
all  laft  night.  I  faw  Sterne  flaring  at  Court  to- 
day. He  has  been  often  to  fee  me,  he  fays  ;  but 
my  man  has  not  yet  let  him  up.  He  is  in  deep 
mourning  ;  I  hope  it  is  not  for  his  wife.  I  did 
not  afk  him. 

12.  I  have  reckoned  days  wrong  all  this  while; 
for  this  is  the  twelfth.     I  do  not  know  when  I 

loft 
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loft  it.  I  dined  to-day  with  our  fociety,  the 
greateft  dinner  I  have  ever  feen.  It  was  at  Jack 
Hill's,  the  governor  of  Dunkirk.  I  gave  an  ac- 
count of  fixty  guineas  I  had  collected,  and  am  to 
give  them  away  to  two  authors  to-morrow ;  and 
Lord  Treafurer  has  promifed  me  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  reward  fome  others.  I  found  a  letter 
on  my  table  laft  night,  to  tell  me,  that  poor  lit- 
tle Harrifon,  the  Queen's  fecretary,  that  came 
from  Utrecht  with  the  barrier  treaty,  was 
ill,  and  deiired  to  fee  me  at  night ;  but  it  was 
late,  and  T  could  not  go  till  to-day.  I  have  often 
mentioned  him  in  my  letters,  you  may  remem- 
ber. I  went  in  the  morning,  and  found  him, 
mighty  ill,  and  got  thirty  guineas  for  him  from 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  an  order  for  one  hun- 
dred pounds  from  the  Treafury,  to  be  paid  him 
to-morrow ;  and  I  have  got  him  removed  to 
Knightfbridge,  for  air.  He  has  a  fever,  and  in- 
flamovition  011  his  lungs;  but  I  hope  will  do 
well. 

1 3.  I  was  to  fee  a  poor  poet^  one  Mr  Diaper, 
in  a  naflry  garret,  very  ilck.  I  gave  him  twenty 
guineas  from  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  difpofed  of 
the  other  fixty  to  two  other  authors,  and  defired 
a  friend  to  receive  the  one  hundred  pounds  for 
poor  Harrifon,  and  will  carry  it  to  him  to-mor- 
row morning.  I  fent  to  fee  how  he  did,  and  he 
is  extremely  ill  ;  and  I  am  very  much  afflicted 
for  himi  as  he  is  my  own  creature,  in  a  very 
honourable  poft,  and  very  worthy  of  it.  His 
i  mother 
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mother  and  filler  attend  him,  and  he  wants  no- 
thing.    I  dined  in  the  city. 

14.  I  took  Parnell  this  morning,  and  we  walk- 
ed to  fee  poor  Harrifon.  I  had  the  one  hundred 
pounds  in  my  pocket.  I  told  Parnell  I  was  a- 
fraid  to  knock  at  the  door  ;  my  mind  mifgave 
me.  I  did  knock  ;  and  his  man,  in  tears,  told 
his  rhafter  was  dead  an  hour  before.  Think 
what  grief  this  is  to  me  !  I  went  to  his  mother, 
and  have  been  ordering  things  for  his  funeral, 
with  as  little  coil  as  poilible,  to-morrow  at  ten 
'at  night.  Lord  Treafurer  was  much  concerned 
when  I  told  him.  I  could  not  dine  with  Lord 
Treaiurer,  nor  any  where  elfe  ;  but  got  a  bit  of 
meat  towards  evening.  No  lofs  ever  grieved  me 
fo  much  :  Poor  creature  !  Pray  God  Almighty 
blefs  you.  Adieu.  I  fend  this  away  to-night, 
and  I  am  forry  it  muft  go  while  I  am  in  fo  much 
grief. 


LETTER      CXXXIX. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DINGLEY. 

London,  Feb.   15,  C1 7* 2- 13- 3 

I  DINED  to-day  with  Mr  Rowe,  and  a  pro- 
jector, who  has  been  teazing  me  with  twenty 
fchemes  to  get  grants,  and  I  don't  like  one  of 
them  ;  and,  befides,  I  was  out  of  humour  for 
the  lofs  of  poor  Harrifon.     At  ten  this  night,  I 
VOL.  XIV.  H  h  was 
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was  at  his  funeral,  which  I  ordered  to  be  as  pri- 
'vate  as  poffible.  We  had  but  one  coach,  with 
four  of  us  ;  and  when  it  was  carrying  us  home, 
after  the  funeral,  the  braces  broke  •,  and  we 
were  forced  to  fit  in  it,  and  have  it  held  up,  till 
niy  man  went  for  chairs,  at  eleven  at  night,  in 
terrible  rain.  I  am  come  home  very  melancholy, 
and  will  go  to  bed. 

1 6.  I  dined  to-day  with   Lord  Dupplin,  and 
fome  company,  to  divert  me  ;  but  left  them  early, 
and  have  been  reading  a  foolifh  book  for  amufe- 
ment.     I  (hall  never  have  courage  again  to  care 
for  making  any  body's  fortune.     The  parliament 
meets  to-morrow,  and  will  be  prorogued  another 
fortnight,  at  which  feveral  of  both  parties  were 
angry  ;  but  it  cannot  be  helped,  though  every 
thing  about  the  peace  is  paft  all  danger.     I  never 
f.nv  fuch  a  continuance  of  rainy  weather.     "We 
have  not   had  two  fair  days  together,  thefe  ten 
weeks.     I  have  not  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer 
thefe  four  days,  nor  can  till  Saturday  ;  for  I  have 
feveral  engagements  till  then,  and  he  will  chide 
me  to  fome  purpofe.     I  am  perplexed  with  this 
one  hundred  pounds  of  poor  Harrifon's,  what  to 
ilo  with  it.     I  cannot  pay  his  relations  til1  they 
adminifter,  for  he  is   much  in  debt ;  but  I  will 
have  the  flair  in  my  own  hands,  and  venture  no- 
thing. 

17.  Lady  Jerfey  and  I  dined,  by  appointment, 
to-c'ay,  with  Lord  Bolingbroke.  He  is  fending  his 
brother  to  fucceed  Mr  Harrifon.     It  is  the  pret- 

tieft 
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tieft  poft  in  Europe  for  a  young  Gentleman.  I 
loft  my  money  fadly  at  ombre  ;  I  make  a  thou- 
fand  blunders  at  it,  and  play  but  three-penny 
ombre;  but  it  is  what  you  call  running  crr.bre. 
Lady  Clarges,  and  a  drab  I  hate,  won  a  coz;n 
:'  me  hit  night.  The  parliament  was 
prorogued  to-day.  People  grumble  ; .  and  the 
good  of  it  is,  the  neace  cannot  be  finilhed  by  the 
time  they  meet,  there  are  fo  many  fiddling  things 
to  do.  I  reckon  you  have  all  your  cards  from 
France,  for  our's  pay  iixpence  a  pack  taxes,  which 
goes  deep  to  the  box.  I  have  given  away  all  my 
Spa-water,  and  take  fome  nafty  fteel  drops,  and 
my  head  has  been  better  this  week  paft.  I  lend 
everv  day  to  fee  how  Mifs  Artie  does.  She  is  very 
full,  they  fay,  but  in  no  danger.  I  fear  fhe  will 
lofe  fome  of  her  beauty.  The  foa  lies  out  of  the 
houfe.  I  wiih  he  had  them  too,  while  he  is  fo 
young. 

1 8.  The  Earl  of  Abingdon  has  been  teazing 
me,  thefe  three  months,  to  dine  with  him  ;  and 
this  day  was  appointed  about  a  week  ago,  .and  I 
named  my  company  ;  Lord  Stawell,  Colonel  Dif- 
ney,  and  Dr  Arbuthnott ;  but  the  two  laft  flip- 
ped out  their  necks,  and  left  Stawell  and  me  to 
dine  there.  We  did  not  dine  till  feven,  becaufe 
it  is  Afh-Wednefday.  We  had  nothing  but  fifli, 
which  Lord  Stawell  could  not  eat,  and  got  a  broil- 
ed leg  of  a  turkey.  Our  wine  \v:i5  poifon  ;  yet  the 
puppy  has  twelve  thoufand  pounds  a-year.  His 
carps  were  raw ;  and  his  candles  tallow.  He  fliall 
H  h  2  not 
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not  catch  me  in  hafle  again  ;  and  every  body  has 
laughed  at  me  for  dining  with  him.  I  was  to-day 
to  let  Harrifon's  mother  know,  I  could  not  pay 
her  till  fhe  adminifters ;  which  (he  will  do.  There 
were  more  Whigs  to-day  at  Court,  than  Tories. 
I  believe  they  think  the  peace  muft  be  made,  and 
fo  come  to  pleafe  the  Queen.  She  is  ftill  lame 
with  the  gout. 

19.  I  was  at  Court  to-day,  to  fpeak  to  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  to  look  over  Parnell's  poem  fince 
it    is    correcled  ;    and     Parnell     and     I     dined 
with  him,  and  he  has  {hewn  him  three  or   four 
more  places  to  alter  a  little.     Lady  Bolingbroke 
came  down  to  us  while  we  were   at  dinner,  and 
Parnell  ftared  at  her,  as  if  flic  were  a  goddefs. 
I  thought  {he   was  like  Parnell's   wife,    and  he 
thought  fo  too.     Parnell  is  much  pleafed  with 
Lord  Bolingbroke's  favour  to  him,  and   I  hope 
it    may  one   day  turn   to   his   advantage.      His 
poem  will  be  printed  in  a  few  days.     Our  weather 
continues  raining,  as  fre{h  as  if  it  had  not  rained 
at  all.     I  fat  to-night  at  Lady  Mafham's,  where 
Lord  Treafurer  came,  and  fcolded   me  for  not 
dining  with  him.     I  told  him,  I  would  not  till 
Saturday.    I  have  flayed  there  till  paft  twelve  ;  fo 
good  night. 

20.  Lady  Jerfey,  Lady  Catharine  Hyde  *,  the 
Spanifh  ambutfador,  the  Duke  D'Atree,  another 
Spaniard,  and  I,  dined  to-day,  by  appointment, 
with  Lord  Bolingbroke  ;  but  they  fell  a  drinking 
fo  many  Spaniili  healths  in  champagne,  that  I 

ftolc 
*  The  prefent  Duchefs  of  Qi>eenfburjr. 
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ftole  away  to  the  ladies,  and  drank  tea  till  eight ; 
and  then  went  and  loft  my  money  ar  ombre  with. 
Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  who  has  a  very  bad  leg. 
Mifs  Afhe  is  paft  all  danger  j  and  her  eye,  which 
was  lately  bad  (I  fuppofe  ou^  eiKxt  of  her  diftem- 
per)  is  now  better.  I  do  not  let  the  biihop  fee 
n.e,  nor  fhall  this  good  while.  I  will  fpeak  to 
Mr  Griffin  to-morrow,  about  Ppt.'s  brother 
Filly,  and  defire,  that  his  employment  may  be 
_od. 

2 1.  I  faw  Griffin  at  Court.  He  fays  he  knows 
nothing  of  a  felt- work  at  Reclon ;  but  that 
he  will  give  Filly  a  better  employment,  and  de- 
I'res  Filly  will  write  to  him.  If  1  knew  where  to 
v  me  to  Filly,  I  would  ;  but  pray  do  you.  Bid 
him  let  Mr  Griffin  know,  that  he  has  had  the 
honour  to  be  recommended  by  Dr  Swift,  &c. 
that  he  v.-'ll  endeavour  to  deilive,  Sic.  1  think 
Mr  Grirnn  1I\X3  in  Bury-th-eet,  near  St  James's- 
ftreet,  hard  by  me ;  but  I  fuppofe  your  brother 
to  him,  to  the  (alt-office  ;  and,  as  I 
remember,  he  knows  his  Chriftian  name,  becaufe 
you  fent  it  to  roe  in  the  lift  of  the  coai.-niiiionm. 

I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer,  and  feven  Lords, 

to-day.    You  know  Saturday  is  his  great  day.     I 

fat  with  him  till  eight,  and  then  came  home,  and 

been  writing  a  letter  to  Mrs  Davis,  at  Y 

ok  care  to  hare  a  letter  directed  for  me  at 

Lord  Treafurer's,  for  I  would  not  owa  one  fli£ 

fent  by  pott.     She  reproaches  me  for  not  writing 

to  her  thefe  four  years  ;  and  I  have  honeftly  told 

H  h  3  '  her, 
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her,  it  was  my  way  never  to  write  to  thofi? 
whom  I  am  never  likely  to  fee,  unlefs  I  can  ferve 
them,  which  I  cannot  her,  £c.  Davis,  the  fchool- 
mafter's  widow. 

22.  I  dined  to-day  at  Lord  Orkney's,  with  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,    and  Sir  Thomas   Hanmer. 
Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  latter  ?    He  married 
the  Duchefs  of  Grafton  in  his  youth,  (fhe  dined 
with  us  too.)     Ht  is  the  moft  confklcrable  man 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     He  went  laft  Spring 
to  Flanders,  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond  •,  from 
thence  to  France,  and  was  going  to  Italy  ;  but 
the  miniftry  fent  for  him,  and  he  has  been  come 
over  about  ten  days.    He  is  much  out  of  humour 
with  things.     He  thinks  the  peace  is  kept  off  too 
long,    and   is    full   of  fears  and   doubts.      It  is 
thought  he  is  defigned  for  fecretary  of  ftate,  in- 
ftead  of  Lord  Dartmouth.     We  have  been  ac- 
quainted thefe  two  years  ;  and  I  intend,  in  a  day 
or  two,  to  have  an  hour's  talk  with  him  on  af- 
fairs.    I  faw  the  bifhop  of  Clogher  at   Court. 
Mifs  is  recovering.     I  know  not  how  much  {he 
v.'ill  be  marked.     The  Queen  is  flowly  mending 
of  her  gout,  and  intends  to  be  brought  in  a  chair 
to  Parliament,  when  it  meets,  which  will  be  the 
third  of  March ;  for  I  fuppofe  they  will  prorogue 
no  more  ;  yet  the  peace  will  not  be  figned  then, 
and   we  apprehend  the  Tories  themfelves,   will, 
many  of  them,  be  d  I  fc  oaten  ted. 

23.  It  was  ill  weather  to-day,  and  I  dined  with 
Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  and,  in  the  evening,  play- 
ed 
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ed  at  ombre  with  him  and  the  provoft,  and  woo 
twenty-five  {hillings ;  fo  I  recovered  myfelf  pretty 
well.  Diliy  has  been  donning  me  to  fee  Fanny 
Manky ;  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  do  it. 

24.  I  walked  this  morning  to  Chelfea,  to  fee 
Dr  Atterbury,  Dean  of  Chrift-church.     I  had 
bufinefs,  with  him  about  entering  Mr  Fitz-Mau- 
rice,   Lord  Kerry's  fon,  into  his  college  ;    and 
Lady  Kerry  is  a  great  favourite  of  mine.     Lord 
Harley,    Lord    Dnpplin,    young    Bromley   the 
Speaker's  fon,  and  I,  dined  with  Dr  Stratford, 
and  fome  other  clergymen  ;  but  I  left  them  at 
feven,  to  go  to  Lady  Jerfey,  to  fee  Monteleon, 
the  Spanifh  ambaflador,  play  at  ombre.     Lady 
Jerfey  was  abroad,  and  i  chid  the  fervants,  and 
made  a  rattle  ;  but  fince  I  came  home,  fhe  fent 
me  a  menage  that  I  was  miftaken,  and  {hat  the 
meeting  is  to  be .  to-morrow.     1  have  a  worfe 
memory  than  when  I  left  you,  and  every  day  for- 
get appointments  ;  but  here  my  memory  was  by 
chance  too  good.     But  ni  go  to-morrow ;  for 
Lady  Catharine  Hyde,  and  Lady  Bolingbroke, 
are  to  be  there  by  my  appointment. 

25.  Lord  Treafurer  met  me  laft  night  at  Lord 
Maiham's,  and  thanked  me  for  my  company  in  a 
jeer,  becaufe  I  had  not  dined  with  him  in  three 
days.     He  chides  me  if  I  ftay  but  two  days  away 
together.     What  will  this  come  to  ?     Nothing. 
My  grand-mother  ufed  to  fay,  More  of  your  lin- 
ing, and  kfs  of  your  dining.     However,  I  dined 
with  him!  and  could  hardly  leave  him  at  eight, 

to 
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to  go  to  Lady  Jcrfey's,  where  five  or  fix  foreign? 
ministers  were,  and  as  many  ladies.  Monteleon 
played  like  the  Engliih,  and  cried  gacco,  and 
knocked  his  knuckles  for  trump,  and  played  at 
final!  games  like  Ppt.  Lady  Jerfey  whifpered  me 
to  ftay,  and  fup  with  the  ladies,  when  the  fellows 
were  gone  •,  but  they  played  till  eleven,  and  I 
would  not  Hay.  Lady  Catharine  Hyde  had  a. 
mighty  mind  I  fhould  be  acquainted  with  Lady 
Dalkieth,  her  fitter,  the  Duke  of  Menmouth's 
eldeft  fon's  widow,  who  was  of  the  company 
to-night;  but  I  did  not  like  her;  (lie  paints  too 
much. 

26.  This  day  our  fociety  met  at  the  Duke  of 
Ormond's,  but  I  had  bufinefs  that  called  me  ano- 
ther way ;  fo  I  fent  my  excufe,  and  dined  private- 
ly with  a  friend.  Belides,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer 
whifpered  me  laft  night,  at  Lady  Jerfey's,  that  I 
muft  attend  Lord  Treafurer,  and  Duke  of  Or- 
mond,  at  fupper  at  his  houfe,  to-night ;  which  I 
did,  at  eleven,  and  ftayed  till  one.  There  was 
the  Duchefs  of  Grafton,  and  the  Duke  her  fon  ; 
nine  of  us  in  all.  Duke  of  Ormond  chid  me  for 
not  being  at  the  fociety  to-day,  and  faid  fixteen 
were  there.  I  faid,  I  never  knew  fixteen  people 
good  company  in  my  life  ;  no,  nor  eight  neither. 
We  have  no  news  in  this  town  at  all.  I  wonder 
why  I  don't  write  you  news.  I  know  lefs  of  what 
pafles  than  any  body,  becaufe  I  go  to  no  cofFee- 
houfe,  nor  fee  any  but  miniiWs,  and  fuch  peo- 
ple i  and  minifrers  never  talk  politics  in  convert 

tioii. 
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tion.  The  Whigs  are  forming  great  fchemes  a- 
gainft  the  meeting  of  parliament,  which  will  be 
next  Tuefday,  I  flill  think,  without  fail  j  and  we 
hope  to  hear,  by  then,  that  the  peace  is  ready  to 
fign.  The  Queen's  gout  mends  daily. 

27.  I  palled  a  very  infipid  day,  and  dined  pri- 
vately with  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood.     Did 
I  tell  you,  that  I  have  a  very  fine  piclure  of  Lady- 
Orkney,  an  original  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  three 
quarters  length  ?    I  have  it  now  at  home,  with  a 
fine  frame.     Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  Lady  Ma- 
fham,  have  promifed  to  fie  for  me  ;  but  I  defpair 
of  Lord  Treafurer  only.     I  hope  he  will  give  me 
a  copy,  and  then  I  fhall  have  all  the  pictures  of 
thofe.I  really  love  here  ;  jult  half  a  dozen  ;  only 
I'll  make  Lord  Keeper  give  me  his  print  in  a 
frame.    I  have  little  to  do  now  with  my  pen,  for 
my  grand  bufinefs  •*  flops,  till  they  are  more  pref- 
Cng,  and  till  fomething  or  other  happens  j  and 
I  believe  I  fhall,  with  difgnft,  return  to  finifli  ir, 
it  is  fo  very  laborious.     Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  has 
my  papers  now.   You  are  now  at  ombre  with  the 
Dean,  always  on   Friday  night.     I  flood  by  the 
other  night,    while   the   Duke  D'Atree  loft  fix 
times    with    Manille,    Bafto,    and    three    fmall 
trumps  ;    and   Lady  Jerfey   won   above   twenty 
pounds. 

28.  I  was  at  Court  to-day,  when  the   Abbe 
Gautier  whifpered  me,  that  a  courier  was  juft 
come,  with  an  account,  that  the  French  King  had 

confenteti 
*  His  Hiftory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht. 
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eonfented  to  all  the  Queen's  demands,  and  his 
confent  was  carried  to  Utrecht,  and  the  peace 
will  be  figned  in  a  few  days.  I  {bppofe  the  ge- 
neral peace  cannot  be  fo  foon  ready  ;  but  that  is 
no  matter.  The  news  prefently  ran  about  the 
Court.  I  faw  the  Queen  carried  out  in  her  chair, 
to  take  the  air  in  the  garden.  I  met  Griffin  at 
Court ;  and  he  told  me,  that  orders  were  fent  to 
examine  Filly ;  and,  if  he  be  fit,  to  make  him, 
I  don't  know  what,  fupervifor.  It  is  fome  em- 
ployment, a  good  deal  better  than  his  own.  The 
parliament  will  have  another  fliort  prorogation  ; 
though  It  is  not  known  yet.  I  dined  with  Lord 
Treasurer,  and  his  Saturday  company,  and  left 
him  at  eight.  Farewell. 


LETTER      CXL. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DINGLEY. 

Lcndon,  March  i.  1712-13. 

I  SEE  I  anfwered  a  good  deal  of  your  laft  let- 
ter, about  your  brother,  &c.  1  dined  with 
Lady  Orkney,  and  we  talked  politicks  till  eleven 
at  night ;  and,  as  ufual,  found  every  thing  wrong, 
and  put  ourfelves  out  of  humour.  Yes,  I  have 
Lady  GifFard's  picture  fent  me  by  your  mother. 
It  is  bound  up  at  a  place  where  my  other  things 
are.  I  have  goods  in  two  or  three  places  ;  and 
when  I  leave  a  lodging,  I  box  up  the  books  I 

get, 
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get,  (for  I  always  get  fbme),  and  come  naked  in- 
to a  new  lodging  ;  and  fo  on.  Talk  not  to  me 
of  deanries  ;  I  know  Ids  of  that  than  ever,  by 


2.  I  went  into  the  city  to  fee  P.  at  Rok,  who 
lodges'  with  a  city  coufin,  a  daughter  of  coufin 
Clerk  (yon  are  much  the  wifer}.  1  hud  never 
been  at  her  hooie  before.  My  he  coufin  Thomp- 
fon  is  dead,  or  dying.  I  dined  with  my  printer, 
and  walked  home,  and  went  to  fit  with  Lady 
Clarges.  I  found  four  of  them,  of  which  Lady 
Godolphin  was  one.  I  fat  by  her,  and  talked 
of  her  cards,  &c.  But  (he  would  not  give  one 
look,  nor  fay  a  word  to  me.  She  refufed  fome 
time  ago  to  be  acquainted  with  me.  You  know 
{he  is  Lord  Marlborough's  eldeft  daughter.  She 
is  a  fool  for  her  pains,  and  111  pull  her  down. 
What  can  I  do  for  Dr  Smith's  daughter's  huf- 
band  ?  I  have  no  peribnal  credit  with  any  of  the 
commiffioners.  I  will  fpeak  to  Keightley  ;  but 
1  befieve  k  will  fignify  nothing.  In  the  culroms 
people  muft  rife  by  degrees,  and  he  muft  at  firft 
take  what  is  very  low,  if  he  be  qualified  for  that. 
Ppt.  miftakes  me,  I  am  not  angry  at  your  re- 
commending any  one  to  me,  provided  you  win 
take  my  aufwer.  Some  things  are  in  my  way, 
and  then  I  ferve  thofe  I  can.  But  people  will 
not  diftmguifh,  but  take  things  01,  when  I  have 
no  poorer  ;  but  Ppt.  is  wifer,  and  employments 
in  general  art  very  hard  to  get. 

3.  I  dined  to-day  with  Lord  Treafurer,  who 
chid  me  for  my  absence,  which  was  only  from 

Saturday 


372          DEAN    S  W  I  F  T's 

Saturday  laft.  The  parliament  was  again  pro- 
rogued for  a  week,  and  I'fuppofe  the  peace  will  be 
ready  by  then,  and  the  Queen  will  be  able  to  be 
brought  to  the  houfe,-and  make  her  fpeech.  I 
{aw  Br  Griffith  two  or  three  months  ago  at  a 
Latin  play  at  Weftminfter,  but  did  not  fpeak  to 
him.  I  hope  he  will  not  die  ;  I  fhould  be  forry 
for  Ppt.'s  fake  ;  he  is  very  tender  of  her.  I  have 
long  loft  all  my  colds,  and  the  weather  mends  a 
little.  !  take  fome  fteel  drops,  and  my  head  is 
pretty  well.  I  walk  when  I  can,  but  am  grown 
very  idle,  and  not  finifhing  my  thing.  I  ramble 
abroad,  and  play  at  ombre.  I  fhall  be  more 
careful  in  my  phyfic,  than  Mrs  Price  :  'Tis  not  a 
farthing  matter  her  death,  I  think  ;  and  fo  I  fay 
no  more  to-night,  but  will  read  a-dull  book,  and 


4.  Mr  Ford  has  been  this  half-year  inviting 
me  to  dine  at  his  lodgings  ;  fo  I  did  to-day,  and 
brought  the  Provoft  and  Dr  Parnell  with  me, 
and  my  friend  Lewis  was  there.  Parnell  went 
away,  and  the  other  three  played  at  ombre,  and 
I  looked  on,  which  I  love,  and  would  not  play. 
Tifdall  is  a  pretty  fellow,  as  you  fay  ;  and  when 
I  come  back  to  Ireland  with  nothing,  he  will 
condole  me  with  abundance  of  fecret  pleafure. 
I  believe  I  told  you  what  he  wrote  to  me,  *  That 
I  have  faved  England,  and  he  Ireland  :'  But  I 
can  bear  that.  I  h?ve  learned  to  hear  and  fee, 
and  fay  nothing.  I  was  to  fee  the  Duchefs  of 
Hamilton  to-day,  and  met  Bligh  of  Ireland  juft 
i  going 
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going  out  of  her  houfe  into  his  coach.  I  alked 
her,  how  £he  came  to  receive  young  fellows  ?  It 
feems  he  had  a  ball  in  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's 
houfe  jrhen  the  Duke  died ;  and  the  Duchds 
got  an  advertisement  put  in  the  Poft-boy,  reflect- 
ing on  the  ball,  becanie  the  MatToorough  daugh- 
ters were  there;  and  Bligh  came  to  beg  the 
Duchels's  pardon,  and  clear  hiaifeif. 

5.  Lady  Maiham  has  mifcarried,  but  is  aimed 
well  again.  I  have  paid  many  vifits  to-day/  I 
met  Bligh  at  the  Duke  of  Ormond's ;  and  he 
begged  me  to  cany  him  to  the  Duchels  of  Ha- 
milton, to  beg  her  pardon  again,  I  did,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  lee  how  the  blunderbufs  behaved  himfelf; 
but  I  begged  the  Dachefs  to  ufe  him  mercifully, 
for  the  is  the  devil  of  a  teazer.  The  good  of  it 
is,  fhe  ought  to  beg  his  pardon,  for  he  meant  no 
harm  ;  yet  fhe  would  not  allow  him  to  put  in  an 
advertuement  to  clear  himftlf  from  her's,  though 
her's  was  all  a  lye.  He  appealed  to  me,  and  I 
gravely  give  it_  again  ft  him.  I  was  at  Court  to- 
day, and  the  foreign  minifters  have  got  a  trick  of 
employing  me  to  (peak  for  them  to  Lord  Trea- 
-furer  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  ;  which  I  do  when 
the  cafe  is  reafonable.  The  college  need  not 
fear ;  I  will  not  be  their  governor.  1  dined 
with  Sir  Thomas  -  Hanmer  and  his  Duchefs. 
The  Duke  of  Ormond  was  there ;  bnt  we  parted 
foon,  and  went  to  vifit  Lord  Pembroke  for  the 
firft  time,  but  it  was  to  fee  ibme  curious  books. 
Lord  Cholmondeley  came  in  ;  but  I  would  not 
talk  to  him,  though  he  made  many  advances. 
VOL.  XIV.  I  i  6.  I 
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6.  I  was  to-day  at  an  auction  of  pictures  with 
Pratt,  and  laid  out  two  pounds  four  fhillings  for 
a  picture  of  Titian;  and  if  it  were  a  Titian,  it 
would  be  worth  twice  as  many  pounds.     If  I  am 
cheated,  I'll  part  with  it  to  Lord  Mafliam  :  If  it 
be  a  bargain,  I'll  keep  it  tosmyfelf.     But  I  made 
Pratt   buy  feveral   pictures   for   Lord    Mafham. 
Pratt  is  a  great  virtuofo  that  way.     I  dined  with 
Lord  Treafurer,  but  made  him  go  to  Court  at 
eight.    I  always  teaze  him  to  be  gone.    I  thought 
to  have  made  Parnell  dine  with  him,  but  he  was 
ill ;  his  head  is  out  of  order,  like  mine,  but  more 
conftant.    Poor  boy  ! — I  was  at  Lord  Treafurer's 
levee  with  the   Provoft,    to  atk  a  book  of  the 
college.     I  never  go  to  his  levee,  unlefs  it  be  to 
prefent  fomebody. 

7.  Yes,  I  hope  Leigh  will  foon  be  gone.     A 
p —  on  him  !   I  met    him  once,  and   he  talked 
gravely  to  me  of  not  feeing  the  Irifh   hiihops 
here,  and  the  Irifh  gentlemen  ;  but  I  believe  my 
anfwers  fretted  him  enough.     I  would  not  dine 
with  Lord  Treafurer  to-day,  though  it  was  Sa- 
turday, for  he  has  engaged  me  for  to-morrow  ; 
but  went  and  dined  with  Lord   Matham,    and 
played   at   fixpenny    running   ombre    for    three 
hours.     There  were,  three  voles  againft  me,  and 
I  was  once  a  great  lofer,  but  came  off  for  three 
ihillings  and  fixpence.     One  may  eafiljr  lofe  five 
guineas  at  it.     Lady  Orkney  is  gone  out  of  town 
to-day,  and  I  could  not  fee  her  for  lazinefs,  but 
wrote  to  her.     She  has  left  me  fome  phyfic.     I 

never 
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never  faw  D.  D.'s  politics  before,  and  !  think  it 
pretty  extraordinary,  and  a  great  compliment 
to  you,  and  I  beiisve  never  three  people  i 

.  I  fo  much  with  Co  litde  politics.     P^ 
has  fent  me  a  bill  of  fifty  pounds,  as  1  en 
him  ;  which,  I  hope,  will  ierve  :ne,  and  bring 
me  over.    I  was  not  at  Court  to-day  ;  a- wonder  ! 

8.  You  mull  know,  I  give  chocolate  alnaoft 
every  day  to  two  or  three  people,  that  I  fafcr 
to  come  to  fee  me  in  the  morning.     My  man 
begins  to  lie  pretty  well.     yfis  nothing  for  peo- 
ple to  be  denied  tenitimes.     My  man  knows  all 
I  will  fee,  and   denies  me  to   every  body  elfe. 
This  is   the  day  of  the  Queen's  coming  to  the 
Crown,  and  the  day  Lord  Treaforer  was  ftabbed 
by  Guifcard.     I  was  at  Court,  where  every  body 
had  their  birth-day  cloaths  on  ;  and  I  dined  with. 
Lord  Treafurer,  who  was  very  fine.     He  ihewed 
me  fome  of  the  Queen's  fpeech,  which  I  correct- 
ed in  feveral  places,  and  pen'd  the  vote  of  ad- 
dreis  of  thanks  for  the  fpeech  * ;  but  I  was  of 
Opinion,  the  Houfe  fhould  not  fit  on  Tuefday 
next,  unleis  they  hear  the  peace  is  figned ;  tha't 
is,  provided  they  are  fure  it  will  be  figned  the 
week  after,  and  fo  have  one  (colding  for  all. 

9,  Lord  Treafurer  would  have  had  me  dine 
with  him  to-day  ;  he  defired  me  laft  night,  but 
1  refufed,  becaufe  he  would  not  keep  the  day  of 
his  fobbing  with  all  the  Cabinet,  as  he  intended  ; 

I  i  2  fo 

*  Sec  this  addrcfc  in  the  volumes  btdr  pebtiOKd  by  Mr  Dace 
iwift. 
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fo  I  dined  with  my  friend  Lewis  ;  and  the  Pro- 
voft,  and  Parnell,  and  Ford,  were  with  us.  I  loft: 
fixteen  fliillings  at  ombre ;  I  don't  like  it.  At  night 
Lewis  brought  us  word,  that  the  parliament  does 
not  fit  to-morrow.  I  hope  they  are  fure  of  a 
peace  by  next  week,  and  then  they  are  right  in 
my  opinion  :  Otherwife  I  think  they  have  done 
wrong,  and  might  have  fat  three  weeks  ago. 
People  will  grumble  ;  but  Lord  Treafurer  cares 
not  a  rufli.  Lord-Keeper  is  fuddenly  taken  ilf 
of  a  quincy  ;  and  fome  Lords  are"  in  commiffion. 
I  think  Lord  Treafurer  is  to  prorogue"  the  par- 
liament in  his  ftead.  You  never  faw  a  town  fo 
full  of  ferment  and  expe£lation.  Mr  Pope  has 
publifhed  a  fine  poem,  called,  Windfor  For  eft. 
Read  it. 

10.  I  was  early  this  morning  to  fee  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke.  I  find  he  was  of  opinion  the  parlia- 
ment fhould  fit,  and  fays,  they  are  not  fure  the 
peace  will  be  fignecl  next  week.  The  proroga- 
tion is  to  this  day  (ennight.  I  went  to  look 
on  a  library  I  am  going  to  buy,  if  we  can  agree. 
I  have  offered  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
and  will  give  ten  pounds  more.  Lord  Boling- 
broke  will  lend  me  the  money.  I  was  two  hours 
poring  over  the  books.  I  will  fell  fome  of  them, 
and  keep  the  reft  ;  but  I  doubt  they  won't  take 
the  money.  I  dined  in  the  city,  and  fat  an  hour 
in  the  evening  with  Lord  Treafurer,  who  was  in 
a  very  good  humour  ;  but  reproached  me  for 
not  dining  with  him  yefterday,  and  to-day. 

What: 
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"What  will  all  this  come  to  ?  Lord-Keeper  had  a 
pretty  good  night,  and  is  better.  I  v/as  in  pain 
for  him. 

11.  I  was  this  morning  to  viflt  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Orniond,  and  the  Duchefs  of  Hamil- 
ton, and  went  with  the  Provoft  to  an  auction  of 
pictures,  and  laid  out  fourteen  (hillings.    I  am  in 
for  it,  if  I  had  money  ;  but  I  doubt  I  fliall  be 
undone,  for  Sir  Andrew   Fountaine  invited  the 
Provoft  and   me  to  dine   with  him,  and  play  at 
ombre,  when   I    fairly  loft  fourteen  {hillings.      I 
am  come  home ;  'tis  late,  and  my  puppy  let  out 
my  fire,  and  I    a&i    gone    to-bed,    and   writing 
there,  and  it  is  paft  twelve  a  good  while.     Went 
out  four  mattadores  and  a  trump  in  black,  and 
yu  was  bafted. 

12.  I  was  at  another  auction  .of  pictures  to- 
<hy,  and  a  gre.it  auction  it  was.     I  made  Lord 
IMaiham   lay   out    forty   pounds.      There    were 
pid"hires  fold  of  tv.-ice"  as    much   value   a--piece. 
Our  fociety  met  to-day  at  the  Duke   of  Beau- 
fort's ;  a  prodigious  fine  dinner,   which  I  hate  ; 
but  we  did  fome  bufirsefs.     Cur  printer  was  to 
attend  us,  as  ufual  ;  and   the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  *  fent  the  author  of  the  Examiner  f 
twenty  guineas.     He  is  an  ingenious  folovr,  but 
the  moft  confounded  coxcomb  in  the  world  ;  ia 
that  I  dare  not  let  him  fee  me,  nor  am  acqir.     t- 
ed  with  him.     I  had  much  diicourfe  with  the 
Duke  of  Ormo'nd  th^s  morning,  and  am  driving 

I  i  3  fome 

•  Robert  Bcnfon,  Efq;  f  Mr  OJdifworth.. 
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fome  points,  to  fecure,  Sec. 1  left  the  fociety 

at  feven.  I  can't  drink  now  at  all  with  any  plea- 
fure.  I  love  white  Portugal  wine,  better  than 
Claret,  Champagne,  or  Burgundy.  I  have  a  fad 
"vulgar  appetite  ;  I  cannot  endure  above  one  difh, 
nor  ever  could,  fince  I  'was  a  boy,  and  loved 
fluffing.  It  was  a  fair  day,  which  is  a  rarity 
with  us,  I  affure  you.  Never  fair  two  days  to- 
gether. 

13.  I  had  a  rabble  of  Irifh  parfons  this  morn- 
ing, drinking  my  chocolate.  I  cannot  remember 
appointments.  I  was  to  have  fupped  laft  night 
with  the  Swedifh  envoy  at  his  houfe,  and  fome 
other  company  ;  but  forgot  it,  and  he  rallied 
me  to-day  at  Lord  Bolingbroke's,  who  excufed 
me,  faying,  The  envoy  ought  not  to  be  angry, 
becaufe  I  ferve  Lord  Treafurer  and  him  the 
fame  way.  For  that  reafon  I  very  feldom  pro- 
mife  to  go  any  where.  I  dined  with  Lord  Trea- 
furer, who  chid  me  for  being  abfent  fo  long,  as 
he  always  does,  if  I  mifs  a  day.  I  fat  three  hours 
this  evening  with  Lady  Jerfey  ;  but  the  firft  two 
hours  fhe  was  at  ombre  with  fome  company. 
I  left  Lord  Treafurer  at  eight ;  I  fancied  he  was 
a  little  thoughtful,  for  he  was  playing  with  an 
orange  by  fits,  which  I  told  him,  among  com- 
mon men,  looked  like  the  fpleen.  I  wifh  the 
peace  may  be  ready;  I  mean,  that  we  have  no- 
tice it  is  figned  before  Tuefday,  otherwife  the 
grumbling  will  increafe. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXLL 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DINGLET. 

London,  March  14,  1712-13. 

IT  was  a  lovely  day  this,  and  I  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  walking  a  good  deal  in  the  Park 
before  I  went  to  Court.  Colonel  Difaey,  one  of 
our  fociety,  is  fll  of  a  fever,  and,  we  fear,  in 
great  danger.  We  all  love  him  mightily,  and 
he  would  be  a  great  lofs.  I  doubt  I  (hall  not 
buy  the  library ;  for  a  roguifh  bookfeller  has 
offered  fixty  pounds  more  than  I  ddfigned  to 
give.  So  you  fee  I  meant  to  have  a  good  bar- 
gain. I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurcr,  and  his 
Saturday  company  ;  but  there  vere  but  feven  at 
table.  Lord  Peterborow  is  ill,  and  fphs  blood, 
with  a  bruife  he  got  before  he  left  England ; 
but,  I  believe,  an  Italian  Lady  he  has  brought 
over,  is,  the  caufe  that  his  illnefs  returns.  You 
know  old  Lady  Bellafis  is  dead  at  laft  ?  She  has 
left  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton,  one  of  her  execu- 
tors ;  and  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  him, 
they  fay  above  ten  thoufand  pounds.  I  (laid 
with  Lord  Treafurer,  upon  bufinefs,  after  the 
company  was  gone  ;  but  I  dare  not  tell  you  up- 
on what.  My  letters  would  be  good  memoirs, 
if  I  durft  venture  to  fay  a- thoufand  things  that 
pafs ;  but  I  hear  fo  much  of  letters  opening  at 
your  poft-ofSce,  that  I  am  fearful,  &c. 

15.  Lord 
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15.  Lord  Treafurer  engaged  me  to  dine  with 
him  again  to-day,  and  I  had  ready  what  he  want- 
ed ;  but  he  would  not  fee  it,  but  put  me  off  till 
to-morrow.  The  Queen  goes  to  chapel  now. 
She  is  carried  in  an  open  chair,  and  will  be  well 
enough  to  go  to  parliament  on  Tuefday,  if  the 
Houfes  meet,  which  is  not  yet  certain  :  Neither, 
indeed,  can  the  minifters  themfelves  tell  ;  for  it 
depends  on  winds  and  weather,  and  circumflan- 
ces  of  negotiation.  However,  we  go  on  as  if  it 
was  certainly  to  meet ;  and  I  am  to  be  at  Lord 
Treafurer's  to-morrow,  upon  that  fuppofition,  to 
fettle  fome  things  relating  that  way.  Ppt.  may 
underftand  me.  The  Doftor  tells  me,  that  if 
poor  Colonel  Difney  does  not  get  fome  fleep  to- 
night, he  muft  die.  What  care  you  ?  Ah  !  but  I 
do  care.  He  is  one  of  our  fociety  j  a  fellow  of 
abundance  of  humour  ;  an  old  battered  rake  ; 
but  very  honeft.  Not  an  old  man,  but  an  old 
rake.  It  was  he  that  faid  of  Jenny  Kingdom, 
the  maid  of  honour,  who  is  a  little  old,  that, 
fince  (he  could  not  get  a  hufoand,  the  Queen 
ihould  give  her  a  brevet,  to  act  as  a  married 
woman.  You  don't  underftand  this.  They 
give  brevets  to  Majors  and  Captains,  to  a£t  as 
Colonels  in  the  army.  Brevets  are  commiffions. 
Alk  foldiers. 

1 6.  I  was  at  Lord  Treafurer's  before  he  came ; 
and,  as  he  entered,  he  told  me,  the  parlia- 
ment was  prorogued  till  Thurfday  fe'nnight. 
They  have  had  fome  exprefles,  by  which  they 

count, 
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count,  that  the  peace  will  be  figned  by  that  time ; 
at  leaft  that  France,  Holland,  and  we,  will  fign 
fome  articles,  by  which  we  (hall  engage  to  iign 
the  peace  when  it  is  ready.  But  Spain  has  no 
minifter  there ;  for  Monteleon,  who  is  to  be  their 
ambaflador  at  Utrecht,  is  not  yet  gone  from 
hence,  and,  till  he  is  there,  the  Spaniards  can 
iign  no  peace.  ^\nd  one  thing  take  notice  of, 
that  a  general  peace  can  hardly  be  finii"hed  thefe 
t\ro  months,  fo  as  to  be  proclaimed  here  ;  for, 
after  figning,  it  muft  be  ratified  ;  that  is,  con- 
firmed by  the  feveral  princes  at  their  courts, 
which  to  Spain  will  coft  a  month ;  for  we  muft 
have  notice,  that  it  is  ratified  in  all  courts,  be- 
fore we  can  proclaim  it.  So  be  not  in  too  much 
hafte. 

17.  The  Irifh   folks  were   difappointed,   that 
the  parliament  did  not   meet   to-day,  becaufe  it 
was  St  Patrick's-day  ;   and   the  Mall  was  fo  full 
of  crofles,  that  I  thought  all  the  world  was  Irifh. 
Mifs  Aflie   is  almoft  quite  well,    and   I   fee  the 
bifhop,  but  fliall  not  yet  go  to^his  houfe  *.     I 
dined  again  with  Lord  Treafurer  ;  but  the  par- 
liament being  prorogued,  I  muft  keep  what    I 
have  till  next  week  ;  for  I  believe  he  will  not  fee 
it  till  juft  the  evening  before  the  Seffion.    He  has 
engaged  me  to  dine  with  -him  again  to-morrow, 
though  I  did  all  I  could  to  put  it  off;  but  I  don't 
care  to  difoblige  him. 

1 8.  I  have  now  dined  fix  days  fuccefllvely  with 
Lord  Treafurer  ;  but  at  nlgat  I  ftole  away,  while 

he 

»  This  feems  to  indicate,  that  Swift  never  had. the  fmall-pox. 
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he  was  talking  with  fomebody  elfe,  and  fo  am  at 
liberty  to-morrow.  There  was  a  flying  report,  of 
a  general  ceflation  of  arms  j  every  body  had  it  at 
Court ;  but  I  believe,  there  is  nothing  in  it.  I 
afked  a  certain  French  minifber,  how  things  went? 
and  he  whifpered  me  in  French,  your  plenipo- 
tentiaries and  our's  play  the  fool.  None  of  us 
indeed  approve  of  the  conduct  of  either  at  this 
time,  but  Lord  Treafurer  was  in  full  good  hu- 
mour for  all  that.  He  had  invited  a  good  many 
of  his  relations  ;  and,  of  a  dozen  at  table,  they 
were  all  of  the  I  larky  family,  but  myfelf.  Dif- 
ney  is  recovering,  though  you  don't  care  a  draw. 
Dilly  murders  us  with  his  //^-puns.  You  know 
them. 

19.  The  Bifliop  of  Clogher  has  made  an  if- 
pun,  that  he  is  mighty  proud  of,  and  defigns  to 
fend  it  over  to  his  brother  Tom  ;  but  Sir  An- 
drew Fountaine  has  wrote  to  Tom  A  {he  laft  poft, 
and  told  him  the  pun,  and  de.fi red  him  to  fend 
it  over  to  the  bilhop  as  his  own  -,  and,  if  it  fuc- 
ceeds,  it  will  be  a  pure  bite.  The  biftiop  will 
tell  it  us  as  a  wonder,  that  he  and  his  brother 
fliould  jump  fo  ex-idtly.  I'll  tell  you  the  pun. 
If  there  was  a  hackney  coach  at  Mr  Pooley's 
door,  what  town  in  Egypt  would  it  be  ?  Why, 
it  would  be  Hecatompolis ;  Hac  at  Tom  Pooley's. 
Silly  !  fays  Ppt.  I  dined  with  a  private  friend 
to-day  ;  for  our  fociety,  I  told  you,  meet  but 
once  a  fortnight.  I  have  not  feen  Fanny  Manley 
yet ;  I  can't  help  it.  Lady  Orkney  is  come  to 

town  : 
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town  :  Why,  fhe  was  at  her  country-houfe  ;  but 
what  care  you  ? 

20.  Dilly  read  me  a  letter  to-day  from  Ppt. 
She  feems  to  have  fcratched  her  head  when  {he 
wrote  it.   'Tis  a  fad  thing  to  write  to  people  with- 
out tarte.     There  you  fay,  you  hear  I  was  going 
to    Bath.     No   fuch   thing;    I    am    pretty   wdl, 
thank  God.     The  town   is  now   fending   me  to 
Savoy  ;  forty  people  have  given  me  joy  of  it,  yet 
there  is  not  the  lean:  truth  that  I  know  in  it.     I 
was  at  an  auction  of  pictures,  but  bought  none. 
I  was  fo  glad  of  my  liberty,  that  I  would  dine  no 
where  ;  but,  the  weather  being  fine,  I  fauntere4 
into  the  city,  and  eat  a  bit  about  five,  and  then 
fupped  at   Mr  Burke's,  the  accomptant-gcneral, 
who   had   been   engaging  me  this  month.     The 
Bifhop  of  Clogher  was  to  have  been  there,  but 
was   hindered   by   Lord   Paget's   funeral.      The 
Provoft  and  I  fat  till  one  o'clock  ;  and,  if  that 
be  not  latCj  I  don't  know  what  is  late.     Parnell's 
poem  will  be  publifhed  on  Monday  ;  and  to-mor- 
row, I  defign,  he  fhall  prefent  it  to  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  and  Lord    Bolingbroke,   at  Court.     The 
poor  lad  is  almott  always  out  of  order  with  his 
head.     Burke's  wife  is  his  iifter. 

21.  Morning.     I  will  now  finifh  my  letter; 
for  company  will  come,  and  a  ftir  and  a  clutter  ; 
and  I'll  keep  the  letter  in  my  pocket,  and  give  it 
in  to  the  poft.     I  muft  go  to  Court,  and  you 
know  on  Saturday  I  dine  with  Lord  Treafurer 
of  courfe.     Farewell. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXLII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DINGLEY. 

London,   March  21,    1712-13. 

I  DINED  with  Lord  Treafurer  to-day,  and 
find  he  has  been  at  a  meeting,  at  Lord  Hali- 
fax's houfe,  with  four  principal  WhigS  ;  but  'he 
is  refolved  to  begin  a  fpeech  againft  them,  when 
the  parliament  fits  ;  and  I  have  begged,  that  the 
minifters  may  have  a  meeting,  on  purpofe  to  fet- 
tle that  matter,  and  let  us  be  the  attackers  ;  and 
I  believe  it  will  come  to  fomething,  for  the 
Whigs  intend  to  attack  the  minifters  :  And  if, 
inftead  of  that,  the  minifters  attack  the  Whigs, 
it  will  be  better.  And  further,  I  believe,  we  Ihall 
attack  them  on  thofe  very  points  they  intend 
to  attack  us.  The  parliament  will  be  again  pro- 
rogued for  a  fortnight,  bccaufe  of  Pafiion-week. 
I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  Mr  Griffin  has  given 
Ppt.'s  brother  a  new  employment,  better  than 
his  former  ;  but  more  remote,  and  confequently 
cheaper.  I  wifti  I  could  have  done  better,  and 
hope,  that  you  will  take  what  can  be  done  in 
good  part,  and  that  Ppt.'s  brother  will  not  dif- 
like  it. 

22.  I  dined  to-day  with  Lord  Steward.  There 

Frank  Annefley  (a  parliament  man)  told  me  he 

had  heard,  that  I  had   wrote  to   my  friends  in 

Ireland,  to  keep  firm  to  the  Whig  intcreft  ;  for 

i  that 
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that  Lord  Treafurer  would  certainly  declare  for 
it  after  the  peace.  Annefley  faid  twenty  people 
had  told  him  this.  Tou  muft  know  this  is  what 
they  endeavour  to  report  of  Lord  Treafurer, 
that  he  deligns  to  declare  for  the  Whigs  ;  and  a 
Scotch  fellow  has  wrote  the  fame  to  Scotland  ; 
and  his  meeting  with  thofe  Lords  gives  occafion 
to  fuch  reports.  Let  me  henceforth  call  Lord 
Treafurer  Eltee%  becaufe  poffibly  my  letters  may 
be  opened.  Pray  remember  L.  T.  and  Eltee  are 
pronounced  the  fame  way.  You  fee  why  I  can- 
not come  over  the  beginning  of  Aprfl.  Who- 
ever has  to  do  with  this  miaiftry,  can  fix  no  time. 
23.  I  dined  to-day  at  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer's, 
by  an  old  appointment  :  there  was  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  and  Lord  and  Lady  Orkney.  I  left 
them  at  fix  ;  every  body  is  as  four  as  vinegar. 
I  endeavoured  to  keep  a  firm  friendfhip  between 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  and  Eltee.  I  have  great 
defigns,  if  I  can  compais  them;  but  delay  is 
rooted  in  Eltee's  heart  ;  yet  the  fault  is  not  alto- 
gether there,  that  things  are  no  better.  Here 
is  the  curfedeft  libel  in  verfe  come  out,  called, 
The  Amba/adrefs  *  ;  it  is  very  dull  too;  it  has 
been  printed  in  three  or  four  different  ways,  and 
VOL.  XIV.  K  k  is 


•  It  was  intituled,  TK  Btif.p  An£*/»lrcfft  Sfeeck  U  tie 
FriKb  Aia?  /  for  publ^m*  of  whidi,  Mr  William  Hut,  the 
printer  of  the  FVjM£P«£,  was  tried  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  Jane  17.  1713,  and  ientenced  to  toad  twice  in  the 
pillory,  to  pay  a  fice  of  jot  to  her  Majcftr,  to  be  imprifoned 
two  years,  and  till  he  fhcnld  paT  the  ftd  fine  ;  acd  to  find  faf- 
-\  .  '  .  .-..:..  -•  i  "..::-...:_;-:.•:  '..., 
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is  handed  about,  but  not  fold.  It  abufes  fhc 
Queen  horribly.  The  f.xaminer  f  has  cleared 
me  to-day  of  being  author  of  his  paper,  and 
done  it  with  great  civilities  to  me.  I  hope  it 
will  ftop  people's  mouths  ;  if  not,  they  muft  go 
on  and  be  hanged,  I  care  not.  'Tis  terrible 
rainy  weather,  I'll  go  fleep. 

24.  It  rained  all  this  day,  and  ruined  me  in 
coach-hire.  I  went  to  fee  Colonel  Difney,  who 
is  paft  clanger.  Then  I  vifited  Lord  Keeper,  who 

was 

f  The  paper  is  No.  35.  Vol.  III.  and  the  pnflaje  as  follows  : 
"  They  have  been  a  long  time  laying  a  load  ii[x>n  a  gentleman 
"  of  tjie  firft  character,  for  teaming,  good  {cnil,  wit,  and  more 
'•  virtues  than  even  they  can  fet  off  and  illuftrate  by  all  the  op- 
"  p.-m'ion  and  extremes  of  vice,  which  are  the  compounds  of 
*'  their  party.  lie  is  indeed  fully  accomplifhed,  to  he  mortal- 
"  ly  hated  by  them  ;  and  they  reeded  not  to  charge  him  with 
'*  writing  the  Examiner,  ss  if  that  were  a  lufFcient  revenge, 
"  in  which  they  (hew  as  little  judgment  as  truth.  I  lure  pro- 
"  nounce  him  clear  of  that  imputation  ;  and,  out  of  pure  regard 
"  to  juftice,  ftrip  myfelf  of  all  the  honoilr  that  lucky  untruth 
"  did  this  paper;  reserving  to  m\  felf  the  entertaining  icftccHon, 
"  that  I  was  crce  taken  for  a  n;an,  xvho  has  a  thoufand  ether 
"  recommendiitior.s,  hcfides  the  malice  of  the  \vorft  men,  to 
"  rr.ake  him  loved  and  eileemed  by  the  beft.  This  is  the  fe- 
"  Ci>:id  time  I  ha?e  humoured  that  party,  by  publicly  declaring 
'.'  who  is  not  the  author  of  the  Examiner.  I  will  lend  them' 
"  no  more  light,  becaufe  they  do  not  love  it.  I  could  only  wish, 
«'  that  their  invectives  agaiiift  that  gentleman  had  bceu  coniider- 
«'  able  enough  to  call  forth  his  public  refentiTer.ts ;  and  I  (land 
"  amazed  at  their  folly,  in  provoking  fo  much  ruiu  to  their 
"  party.  Their  inttlle&uals  muft  be  as  ftupid  as  their  confci- 
'*  enccs,  not  to  dread  the  terrors  of  his  pen,  though  they  met 
"  him  \\ith  all  that  fpite  to  his  perfon,  which  they  ever  cx- 
"  prefTed  againft  his  order." 
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was  at  dinner.  I  would  not  dine  with  him,  but 
drove  to  Lord  Treafurcr,  (Eltee  I  mean),  paid  the 
coachman,  and  went  in  :  But  he  dined  abroad  j 
fo  I  was  forced  to  call  the  coachman  again,  and 
went  to  Lord  Bolingbroke's.  He  dined  abroad 
too  ;  and  at  Lord  Dupplin's  I  alighted,  and  by 
good  luck  got  a  dinner  there,  and  then  went  to 
the  Latin  play  at  Wefirninfter  fchool,  acted  by  ihc 
boys  ;  and  Lord  Treafurer  (Eltee  I  mean  again) 
honoured  them  with  his  prefence.  Lady  Ma- 
fham's  eldeit  Ton,  about  two  years  old,  is  ill,  and 
am  afraid  will  not  live.  She  is  full  of  grief,  and 
1  pity,  and  am  angry  with  her.  Four  {hillings 
to-day  in  coach-hire  ;  it  won't  do.  Our  p^ace 
will  certainly  be  ready  by  Thurfday  fortnight ; 
but  our  plenipotentiaries  were  to  blame,  that  ic 
was  not  done  already.  They  thought  their  powers 
were  not  full  enough  to  fign  the  peace,  unlefs 
every  Prince  was  ready  j  which  cannot  yet  be, 
for  6pain  has  no  rainiiter  yet  at  Utreclit  9  but 
n-jv,r  our's  have  new  orders. 

25.  Vvfeather  worfe  than  ever ;  terrible  rain  all 
day,  but  I  was  refolved  I  would  fpend  no  more 
money.  I  went  to  an  auction  of  pictures  with 
Dr  Pratt,  and  there  met  the  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
who  promiied  to  come  with  me  to  Court,  but  did 
not.  So  a  coach  I  got,  and  went  to  Court,  and 
dU  fome  little  buiin  jfs  there  ;  but  was  forced  to 
go  home,  for  you  muft  underftand  I  take  a  little 
phyfic  over  night,  which  wor^s  me  next  day. 
Lady  Orkney  is  my  phyfkun.  It  is  hierapicra  tv.  o 
K  k  2  fpoonfuls, 
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fpoonfuls,  devilifh  ftuff !  I  thought  to  have 
dined  with  El  tee,  but  would  not,  merely  to  fave 
a  fliilling  ;  but  I  dined  privately  with  a  friend, 
and  played  at  ombre,  and  won  fix  (hillings.  Here 
are  feveral  people  of  quality  lately  dead  of  the 
fmall  pox.  I  have  not  yet  feen  Mifs  Aflie,  but 
hear  fhe  is  well.  The  biftiop  of  Clogher  has 
bought  abundance  of  pictures,  and  Dr  Pratt  has 
got  him  very  good  penny-worths.  I  can  get  no 
walks,  the  weather  is  fo  bad. 

26.  T'ho'  it  was  ihaving-day,  head  and  beard, 
yet  I  was  out  early  to  fee  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
talk  over  affairs  with  him  j  and   then   I   went   to 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  fo  to  Court,  where 
the  minifters  did  not  come,  becaufe  the   Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued  till  this  day  fortnight.      We 
had  terrible  rain  and  hail  to-day.     Our  fociety 
met  this  day ;  but  I  left  them  before  feven,  and 
went  to  Sir    Andrew  Fountaine,  and  played  at 
ombre  with  him  and  Sir  Thomas  Clarges  till  ten, 
and  then  went  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.   His  wife, 
the  Duchefs  of  Grafton,  left  us  after  a  little  while, 
and  I  ftayed  with  him  about  an  hour  upon  fome 
affairs,  &c.  Lord  Bolingbroke  left  us  at  the  fociety 
before  I  went,  for  there  is  an  exprefs  from  Utrecht, 
but  I  know  not  yet  what  it  contains ;  only,  I  know 
the  minifters  expect  the  peace  will  be  figned  in  a 
week,  which  is  a  week  before  the  Seffion. 

27.  ParnelFs  poem  is  mightily  cfteemed  ;  but 
poetry  fells  ill.     I  am  plagued  with  poor  Harri- 
ibn's  mother :  You  would  laugh  to  fee  how  cau^- 

tious. 


CORRESPONDENCE.        3*? 

tioos  I  am  of  paring  her  die  looL  I  received  for 
her  fon  from  the  Treafury.  I  have  afked 
creature  I  know,  whether  I  may  do  it  fafek 
dunt  not  venture,  till  my  Lord  Keeper  aaured 
me  there  was  no  danger.  Yet  I  have  not  payed 
her,  but  will  in  a  day  or  two  ;  though  I  have  a 
great  mind  to  ftay  all  Ppt.  fends  me  her  opinion, 
becaufe  Ppt.  is  a  great  lawyer.  I  dined  to-day 
with  a  mixture  of  people  at  a  Scotchman's,  who 
made  the  invitation  to  Mr  Lewis  and  me,  aad  has 
fome  ddlgn  upon  us,  which  we  know,  very  weiL 
I  went  attcrw2r««s  to  lee  a  fioioas  moving  picture, 
and  1  never  law  any  thing  lo  pretty.  You  lee  a 
fea  ten  inches  wide,  a  town  at  the  other  end,  aad 
fhips  falling  in  the  lea,  and  diicharging  their  can* 
nan.  You  fee  a  great  ikr,  wkh  moon  and  icirs, 

I  am  a  fool.    . 

28.  I  had  a  mighty  levee  to-day.  I  deny  my- 
feif  to  every  body,  except  about  half  a  dozen,  and 
they  were  ail  here  ;  and  Mr  Addiibn  was  one.  I 
had  chocolate  twice,  which  I  don't  like.  Oar 
rainy  weather  continues.  Coach-hire  goes  deep. 
.  1  with  Ekee,  and  his  Saturday  company,  as 
ufiul,  and  could  not  get  away  till  nine.  .Lord 
Peterborow  was  making  long  harangues,  and 
Eltee  kept  me  in  fpke.  Then  I  west  to  the 
buhop  of  Oabry ,  who  had  engaged  me  in  the 
morning  ;  he  is  gone  to  Ireland.  The  bithop  of 
Killaloe,  and  Tom  Leigh,  were  whh  us.  The  lat- 
ter  had  wholly  changed  his  ftlk,  by  feeing  how 
the  biflbops  behaved  themfelves  ;  and  he  fecmed 
K  k  to. 
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to  think  me  one  of  more  importance  than  I  really 
am.  I  put  the  ill  conduct  of  the  bifhops,  about 
the  firft-fruits,  with  relation  to  Eltee  and  me, 
ftrongly  upon  Killaloe,  and  {hewed  how  it  had 
hindered  me  from  getting  a  better  thing  for  them, 
called,  The  Crown  Rents,  which  the  Queen  had 
promifed.  He  had  nothing  to  fay,  but  was  hum- 
ble ;  and  deilred  my  intereft  in  that,  and  fome 
other  things. 

29.  I  have  be,en  employed  in  endeavouring  to 
fave  one  of  your  junior  fellows  *',  who  came  over 
here  for  a  difpenfation  from  taking  orders,  and, 
in  folicking  it,  has  run  out  his  time ;  and  now  his 
fellowship  is  void,  if  the  college  pleafes,  unlefs 
the  Queen  fufpcnds  the  execution,  and  gives  him 
time  to  take  orders.  I  fpoke  to  all  the  minifters 
yefterday  about  it ;  but  they  fay  the  Queen  is 
angry,  and  thought  it  was  a  trick  to  deceive  her ; 
and  fhe  is  pofitive,  and  fo  the  man  muft  be  ruin- 
ed, for  I  cannot  help  him.  I  never  faw  him  in 
my  life ;  but  the  cafe  was  fo  hard,  that  I  could 
not  forbear  interpofing.  Your  government  re- 
commended him  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and 
he  thought  they  would  grant  it ;  and  by  the  time 
it  was  refufed,  the  fello\v{hip  by  rigour  is  forfeit- 
ed. I  dined  with  Dr  Arbuthqott,  (one  of  my 
brothers)  at  his  lodgings  in  Chelfea,  and  was  there 
at  chapel ;  and  the  altar  put  me  in  mind  of  T  if- 
dal's  outlandifli  mould  at  your  hofpital  for  fol- 
dia-s.  I  was  not  at  Court  to-day,  and  I  hear  the 

Q^cea 
*  Mr  Charles  Grattin 
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Queen  was  not  at  church.    Perhaps  the  gout  has 
feized  her  again.     Terrible  rain  all  day. 

30.  Morning.     I  was  naming  fome  time  ago, 
to  a  certain  perfon,  another  certain  perfon,  that 
was  very  deferring,  and  poor  and  fickly ;  and  the 
other,  that  firft  certain  perfon,  gave  me  tool,  to 
give  the  other,  which  I  have  not  yet  done.     The 
perfon,  who  is  to  have  it,  nevei  law  the  giver, 
nor  expects  one  farthing,  nor  ha?  the  leaft  know- 
ledge or  imagination  of  it ;  fo  I  beliere  it  will  be 
a  very  agreeable  furpriie  ;  for  I  think  it  a  hand- 
fome  prefent  enough. 

At  night  I  dined  in  the  city,  at  Pontac's,  with 
Lord  Dupplin  *,  and  fome  others.  We  were 
treated  by  one  Colonel  Cleland,  who  has  a  mind 
to  be  governor  of  Barbadoes,  and  is  laying  theie 
long  traps  for  me  and  others,  to  engage  our  in- 
tereft  for  him.  He  is  a  true  Scotchman.  I  payed 
the  lool.  this  evening,  and  it  was  a  great  furpriie 
to  the  receiver.  We  reckon  the  peace  is  now 
figned,  and  that  we  (hall  have  it  in  three  days.  I 
believe  it  is  pretty  fure. 

31.  I  thought  to-day  on  Ppt.  when  flie  told 
me,  fhe  fuppofed  I  was  acquainted  with  the  ftew- 
ard,  when  I  was  giving  myfelf  airs  of  being  at 
fome  Lord's  houfe.     Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  in*. 
rited  the  bifhop  of  Gogher  and  me,  and  fome 
others,  to  dine  where  he  did  ;  and  he  carried  us 
to  the  Duke  of  Kent's,  who  was  gone  out  of 
town  ;    but  the  fteward  treated  us  nobly,  and 

fhewed 
*  Then  one  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer. 
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{hewed  us  the  fine  pictures,  See.  This  evening,- 
Lady  Mailiam,  Dr  Arbuthnott,  and  1,  were  con- 
triving a  Ire  for  to-morrow,  that  Mr  Noble  *, 
who  was  hanged  la  ft  Saturday,  was  recovered  by 
his  friends,  and  then  fcizcd  again  by  the  flieriff, 
and  is  now  in  the  meilenger's  hands,  at  the  Black 
Swan  in  Holborn.  We  are  all  to  fend  to  our 
friends,  to  know  whether  they  have  heard  any 
thing  of  it;  and  To  we  hope  it  will  fpread.  How- 
ever, we  (hall  do  our  endeavours  ;  nothing  fhall 
be  wanting  on  our  parts,  and  leave  the  reft  to 
fortune. 

April  i.  We  had  no  fuccefs  in  our  ftory, 
though  I  fent  my  man  to  feveral  houfes,  to  en- 
quire among  the  footmen,  without  letting  him 
into  the  fecret ;  but  I  doubt  my  colleagues  did  not 
contribute  as  they  ought.  Parnell  and  I  dined 
with  Dartineuf  to-day.  You  have  heard  of  Dir- 
tineuf  ?  I  have  told  you  of  him.  After  dinner, 
we  all  went  to  Lord  Bolingbroke's,  who  had  de- 
fired  me  to  dine  with  him  ;  but  I  would  not,  be- 
caufe  I  heard  it  was  to  look  over  a  dull  poem,  of 
one  Parfon  Trap,  upon  the  peace.  The  Swedifh 
envoy  told  me  to-day  at  Court,  that  he  was  in 
great  apprehenfions  about  his  mafter ;  and  indeed 
we  are  afraid  that  Prince  f  is  dead  among  thnfe 
Turkiih  dogs.  I  prevailed  on  Lord  Bolingbroke 

to 

*  '  Richard  Noble,  an  attorney  at  New-Inn,  executed  at 
Kingfton,  for  the  murder  of  John  Saver,  Efq  ;  whofe  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Admiral  Nevill,  he  had  f<xluced  from  her  hufbarsd. 

f  Charles  the  XI  I. 
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to  invite  Mr  Addifon  to  dine  with  him  on  Good 
Friday.  I  fappofe  we  fhail  be  mighty  mannerly. 
Addifon  is  to  have  a  play  on  Friday,  in  Eafter 
week  :  '  Tis  a  Tragedy,  called  Cato :  I  law  it  unfi- 
nilhed  fome  years  ago.  Did  1  tell  you  thai  Steele 
has  begun  a  new  daily  paper,  called  the  Guar- 
dian -j-  ?  they  fay  good  for  nothing.  I  have  not 
fcea  it. 

2.  I  was  this  morning  with  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
and  he  tells  me  a  Spaniih  courier  is  jult  come, 
with  the  news,  that  the  King  of  Spain  has  agreed 
to  every  thing  that  the  Queen  defires ;  and  the 
Duke  Ofiuna  has  left  Paris,  in  order  to  his  jour- 
ney to  Utrecht.  I  was  prevailed  on  to  come 
home  with  Trap,  and  read  his  poem,  and  correct 
it ;  but  it  was  good  for  nothing.  While  I  was 
there  employed,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmef  came  up 
to  my  chamber,  and  baulked  me  of  a  journey  he 
and  I  intended  this  week  to  Lord  Orkney's  at 
ClifiUen ;  but  he  is  not  well,  and  his  phyfician 
will  not  let  him  undertake  fuch  a  journey.  I  in- 
tended to  dine  with  Lord  Treafurer ;  but  going  to 
fee  Colonel  Difney,  who  lives  with  General  Wi- 
thers, I  liked  the  General's  little  dinner  fo  well, 
that  I  ftayed  and  took  lhare  of  it,  and  did  not  go 
to  Lord  Treafurer  till  fix,  where  I  found  Dr 
Sacheverell,  who  told  us,  that  the  bookfeller  had 
given  him  icol.  for  his  *  fermon,  preached  laft 

Sunday, 

f  *  that  paper  began  to  be  pabliiied  on  Thnrfday,  March 
ii,  1711-13.' 

•  '  His  (SachcrerellV)    fcrmon,   preached  at  St  SaTiows- 

churchj 
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Sunday,  and  intended  to  print  30,000  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve he  will  be  confoundedly  bit,  and  will  hard- 
ly fell  above  half.  I  have  fire  ftill,  though  April 
is  begun,  againft  my  old  maxim  •,  but  the  wea- 
ther is  wet  and  cold.  I  never  faw  fuch  a  long  run 
of  ill  weather  in  my  life. 

3.  I  was  at  the  Queen's  chapel  to-day,  but  flic 
was  not  there.  Mr  St  John,  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
brother,  came  this. day  at  noon,  with  an  exprefc 
from  Utrecht,  that  the  peace  is  figned  by  all  the 
miuifters  there,  but  thofe  of  the  Emperor,  who 
will  likcwife  fign  in  a  few  days ;  fo  that  now  the 
great  work  is  in  effect  done  ;  and  I  believe,  will 
appear  a  mod  excellent  peace  for  Europe,  parti- 
cularly for  England.  Adclilbn  and  I,  and  fome 
others,  dined  with  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  fat  with 
him  till  twelve.  We  were  very  civil ;  but  yet  when 
we  grew  warm,  we  talked  in  a  friendly  manner 
of  party.  Addifon  railed  his  objections,  and 
Lord  Bolingbroke  anfwered  them  with  great 
complaifance.  Addifon  began  Lord  Sommers's 
health,  which  went  about ;  but  I  bid  him  not 
name  Lord  Wharton's,  for  I  would  not  pledge 

it; 


church,  in  Scuthvvark,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  clu'p'ains, 
on  Luke  xxiii.  34,  on  occafion  of  the  expiration  of  the  three 
years  fiience  impofed  upon  him  by  the  Houfc  of  .Lords,  in  confc- 
quence  of  his  impeachment  in  i;oo.  ^he  formon  was  pubiiihed 
under  the  title  of  The  Cbrtfti-m  Tr.umffi,  or,  The  Duty  of  fraying 
for  our  eucfu'cs.  In  April  *  ij,  he  uas  presented  by  the  Queen 
to  the  rectory  of  St  Andrew's.  . '  >. .  ,-n,  which  had  been  held 
in  cammendarn  by  Dr  Thomas  Manningham,  with  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Chichefter. 
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it  ;  and  I  told  Lord  Bolingbroke  frankly,  that 
Addifon  loved  Lord  Wharton  as  little  as  I  did  : 
So  we  laughed,  &c.  "Well,  but  you  are  glad  of 
the  peace,  you  Ppt.  the  trimmer,  are  not  you  ? 
As  for  D.  1).  I  don't  doubt  her. 

4.  This  Pailion-week,  people  are  fo  demure, 
eipecially  this  laft  day,  that  I  told  Dilly,  who 
called  here,  that  I  would  dine  with  him,  and  fo 
I  did  ;  and  had  a  fmall  fhoulder  of  mutton,  of 
my  own  befpeaking.  It  rained  all  this  day.  I 
came  home  at  feven,  and  have  never  ftirred  out ; 
but  have  been  reading  Sacheverell's  long  duli 
fermon,  which  he  fent  me.  It  is  the  firft  fer- 
mon  fince  his  fufpenfion  is  expired ;  but  not  a 
word  in  it  upon  the  occaficn,  except  two  or 
three  remote  hints.  The  bi(hop  of  Clogher  has 
been  fadly  bit  by  Tom  Aflie,  who  lent  him  a 
pun,  which  the  bifiiop  had  made,  and  defigned 
to  fend  him,  but  delayed  it ;  and  Lord  Pembroke 
and  I  made  Sir  Andrew  Fbuntaine  write  it  to 
Tom.  I  believe  I  told  you  of  it  in  my  laft ;  it 
fucceeded  right,  and  the  bifliop  was  wondering 
to  Lord  Pembroke,  how  he  and  his  brother  could 
hit  on  the  fame  thing.  Ill  go  to  bed  foon,  for 
I  muft  be  at  church  by  eight  to-morrow,  Eafter- 
day. 

5.  Warburton  wrote  to  me  two  letters  about  a 
living  of  one  Foulkes,  who  is  lately  dead  in  the 
county  of  Meath.  My  anfwer  is,  that  before  I 
received  the  firft  letter,  General  George  had  re- 
commended a  friend  of  his  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 

mond, 
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mond,  which  was  the  firft  time  I  heard  of  its 
vacancy,  and  it  was  the  Provoft  told  me  of  it.  I 
believe  verily  that  Foulkes  was  not  dead,  when 
George  recommended  the  other  ;  for  Warbur- 
ton's  laft  letter  faid,  that  Foulkes  was  dead  the 
day  before  the  date.  This  has  prevented  me 
from  ferving  Warburton,  as  I  would  have  done, 
if  I  had  received  notice  early  enough.  Pray,  fay, 
or  write  this  to  Warburton,  to  juftify  me  to  him. 
I  was  at  church  at  eight  this  morning,  and  fhav- 
ed  and  drefled  after.  I  came  back,  but  was  too 
late  at  Court ;  and  Lord  Abingdon  had  like  to 
have  fnapped  me  for  dinner  ;  and,  I  believe, 
will  fall  out  with  me  for  refufing  him  :  But  I 
hate  dining  with  him,  and  I  dined  with  a  pri- 
vate friend,  and  took  two  or  three  good  walks  ; 
for  it  was  a  very  fine  day,  the  firft  we  have  had 
a  great  while.  Remember,  was  Eafter-day  a  fine 
day  with  you  ?  I  have  fat  with  Lady  Worfley 
till  late. 

6.  I  was  this  morning,  at  ten,  at  the  rehearfal 
of  Mr  Addifon's  play,  called  Cato,  which  is  to 
be  acted  on  Friday.  There  were  not  above  half 
a  fcore  of  us  to  fee  it.  We  ftood  on  the  ftage  j 
and  it  was  foolifti  enough  to  fee  the  actors 
prompted  every  moment,  and  the  poet  directing 
them  5  and  the  drab,  that  acts/Gate's  daughter  *, 
out  in  the  midft  of  a  paflionate  part,  and  then 
calling  out,  what's  next  ?  The  bifhop  of  Clogher 
was  there  too,  but  he  ftood  privately  in  a  gal- 
i  lery. 

*  Mrs  Oldfkld. 
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lery.  I  went  to  dine  with  Lord  Treaiurer,  but 
he  was  gone  to  "Wimbleton,  his  daughter  Caer- 
marthen's  country-feat,  feven  miles  off  ;  fo  I 
went  back,  and  dined  privately,  with  Mr  Addi- 
fon,  whom  I  had  left  to  go  to  Lord  Treafurer. 
I  keep  fire  yet  ;  I  am  very  extravagant.  I  fat 
this  evening  with  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  and 
•we  amufed  ourfelves  with  making  if-puns  for 
Dilly.  It  is  rainy  weather,  never  faw  the  like. 
Pray  tell  Swanton  I  had  his  letter,  but  cannot 
contrive  how  to  ferve  him.  If  a  governor  were 
to  go  over,  I  would  recommend  him  as  far  as 
lay  in  my  power,  but  I  can  do  no  more  ;  and 
you  know  all  employments  in  Ireland,  at  leail 
almoft  all,  are  engaged  in  reverfions.  If  I  were 
on  the  fpot,  and  had  credit  with  a  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, 1  would  very  heartily  recommend  him ; 
but  employments  here,  are  no  more  in  my  power, 
than  the  monarchy  itfelf. 

7.  Morning.  I  have  had  a  vifiter  here,  that 
has  taken  up  my  time.  I  writ  by  this  poft,  to 
the  Dean,  but  it  is  not  above  two  lines,  and  one 
inciofed  to  you  ;  but  that  inciofed  to  you,  is  not 
above  three  lines ;  and  then  one  inciofed  to  the 
Dean,  which  he  muft  not  have,  but  upon  con- 
dition of  burning  it  immediately  after  reading, 
and  that  before  your  eyes  ;  for  there  are  fome 
things  in  it  I  would  not  have  liable  to  accident. 
You  ihall  only  know  in  general,  that  it^is  an  ac- 
count of  what  I  have  done  to  ferve  him  in  his 
pretenfions  on  thefe  vacancies,  Src.  But  he  muft 
not  know  that  you  know  ib  much. 

VOL.  XIV.  LI  LET- 
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'LETTER       CXLIIL 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DINGLET. 

London,  4pril  7,  1713. 

I  DINED  with  Lord  Treafurer  ;  and  though 
the  bufinefs  I  had  with  him  is  fomething 
againft  Thurfday,  when  the  parliament  is  to 
meet,  and  this  is  Tuefday,  yet  he  put  it  off  till 
to-morrow.  I  dare  not  tell  you  what  it  is,  left 
this  letter  fhould  mifcarry,  or  be  opened ;  but  I 
never  faw  his  fellow  for  delays.  The  parliament 
will  now  certainly  fit,  and  every  body's  expecta- 
tions are  ready  to  burft.  At  a  council  to-night, 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Parker  *,  a  Whig,  fpoke 
againft  the  peace  ;  fo  did  Lord  Cholmondeley, 
another  Whig,  who  is  Treafurer  of  the  Houfe- 
hold.  My  Lord-Keeper  was  this  night  made 
Lord  Chancellor.  We  hope  there  will  foon  be 
fome  removes. 

8.  Lord  Cholmondeley  is  this  day  removed 
from  his  employment,  for  his  laft  night's  fpeech  ; 
and  Sir  Richard  Temple,  Lieutenant- General, 
the  greateft  Whig  in  the  army,  is  turned  out ; 
and  Lieutenant-General  Palmer  will  be  obliged 
to  fell  his  regiment.  This  is  the  firft-fruits  of  a 
friendship  I  have  eftablkhed  between  t\vo  great 
men*,  I  dined  with  Lord  Trtalurer,  and  did 
the  bufinefs  I  had  for  him,  to  his  fatisfaftlon.  I 

won't 
*  Afterwards  Earl  cf  Macclesficld. 
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won't  tell  you  what  k  was.  The  parliament  fits 
to-morrow  for  certain.  Here  is  a  letter  printed 
in  Maccartney's  name,  vindicating  himieif  from 
the  murder  of  Duke  Hamilton.  I  mufr 
fome  hints,  to  have  it  anfwered ;  'tis  full  of  lies, 
-ill  give  an  opportunity  of  expofing  that 
party.  To-aiorro.v  will  be  a  very  important 
day.  All  *he  world  will  be  at  YTcftnanfter. 
Lord  Treafurer  is  as  eafy  is  a  lamb.  They  are 
muftering  up  the  proxies  of  the  abfent  Lords  ; 
but  they  are  not  in  any  fear  of -wanting  a  majo- 
rity, which  death  and  accidents  have  increaled. 
this  year. 

9.  I  was  •  this  morning  with  Lord  Treafurer, 
to  prefent  to  him  a  young  fon  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Jerfey,  at  the  dcfire  of  the  widow.     There  I  faw 
the  mace  and  great  coach  ready  for  Lord  Trea- 
furer, who  was  going  to  parliament.     Our  fo- 
jnet   to-day;  but   I   expected   the   Houfes 
would  fit  longer  than  I  cared  to  fait,  ib  I  dined 
with  a  friend,  aad  nerer  enquired  how  makers 
went  till  eight  this  evening,  when  I  went  to  Lord 
Orkney's,  where  I  found  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer. 
The  Queen  delivered  her  fpeech  very  .well,  bu: 
iker  in   her  voice.     The  crowd  was 
order   for  an   addrefs   was   mov^d, 
and  oppofed    by   Lords    Nottingham,    Halifax, 
and  Cowper.     Lord  Treafurer  fpoke  with  great 
fpirit  and  refolution  ;    lx>rd  Peterborow  flirted 
againft  the  Dukfr  of  Marlborough,  (who  is  in 
Germany,  you  know)  ;  but  it  was  in  aufwer  to 
L  1  2  one 
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one  of  Lord  Halifax's  impertinencies.  The  or- 
der for  an  addrefs  pafied  by  a  majority  of  thirty- 
three,  and  the  Houfes  rofe  before  fix.  This  is 
the  account  I  heard  at  Lord  Orkney's.  The 
bifhop  of  Chefter  *,  a  High  Tory,  was  againft 
the  Court.  The  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  fc'nt 
for  him  fome  months  ago,  to  juftify  herfelf  to 
him  in  relation  to  the  Queen;  and  mewed  him 
letters,  and  told  him  flories,  which  the  weak 
man  believed,  and  was  perverted. 

10.  I  dined  with  a  coufin   in  the  city,   and 
poor  Patty  Rolt  was  there.    I  have  got  her  rogue 
of  a  hufband   leave  to  come   to  England  from 
Portmahon.     The  Whigs  are  much  down,  but 
I  reckon   they  have  fome   fcheme   in   agitation. 
This  Parliament-time  hinders  our  Court-meetings 
on  Wednefdays,  Thurfdays,  and  Saturdays.      I 
had  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs  to-night,  which  gave 
me  a  temptation  to   be  idle,  and  I  loft  a  dozeir 
millings  at  ombre  with  Dr  Pratt   and   another; 
It  rains  every  day,  and  yet  we  are  all  over  duft. 
Lady  Mafham's  eldeft  boy  is  very  ill :  I  doubt  he 
will  not  live;  and  me  ftays  at  Kenfington  to  nurfe 
him,  which  vexes  us  all.     She  is  fo  exceffively 
fond,    it  makes    me  mad.        She   fhould   never 
leave  the  Queen, — but  leave  every  thing,  to  ftick 
to  what  is  fo  much  the  intereft  of  tire  public,  as 
well  as  her  own.     This  I  tell  her  ;  but  talk  to 
the  winds. 

11.  I  dined  at  Lord  Treafurer's  with  his  Sa- 
turday company.   We  had  ten  at  table,  all  Lords 

but 
•  Dr  Francis  Gaftrell,  confecrated  to  that  fee,  April  4.  1713. 
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but  myfelf,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Argyle  went  off  at  fix,  and  was  in  very  indiite- 
rent  humour,  as  ufual.  Duke  of  Orzaond  and 
Lord  Boiingbroke  were  abfcnt.  I  ftaid  .till  near 
ten.  Lord  Treafurer  (hewed  us  a  fmall  picture, 
enamelled  work,  and  fct  in  gold,  worth  about 
twenty  pounds;  a  picture,  I  mean,  of  the  Queen, 

which  lhe  gave  to  the  Duchtfs  of  M gh,  fct 

in  diamonds.  -  When  the  Duchefs  was  leaving 
England,  (he  .took  off  all  the.  diamonds,.. and 
gave  the  picture  to  one  Mrs  Higgins,  (an  old  in- 
triguing woman,  whom  every  bod?  knows)  bid- 
ding her  make  the  beft  of  it  {he  could.  Lord 
Treafurer  fent  to  Mrs  Klggins  for  the  picture, 
and  gave  her  one  hundred  pounds  for  it.  Was 
ever  frich  an  ungrateful  bcsll  as  that  Duchefs  ? 
or  did  you  ever  hear  fuch  a  nory  ?  I  fuppofe  the 
Whigs  will  not  believe  "h.  Pray  try  them.  She 
o3"tlie  diamonds,  and  gives  away  the  pic- 
ture to  an  infigniScant  woman,  as  a  thing  of  no 
coniequence  ;  and  gives  it  to  her  to  leli,  like  a. 
piece  of  old-faih:oned  plate. 

12.  I  went  to  Court  to-day,  on  purpofe  to 
prefent  Mr  Berkeley  *,  one  of  your  fellows  of 
Dublin  college,  to  Lord  Berkeley  of  btration. 
That  Mr  Berkeley  is  a  very  ingenious  man,  and 
a  great  philofopher,  and  I  have  mentioned  him 
to  all  the  fniniiters,  and  have  given,  them  ibme 
L  1  3  of 

»  This.Mr  BertekrTO  afterwards  the  cdcbrated  biitop  of, 
Cloyiw.   S 

aad  a -tc. 
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of  his  writings  ;  and  I  will  favour  him  as  much 
as  I  can.  This  I  think  I  am  bound  to,  in  ho- 
nour and  confcience,  to  ufe  all  my  little  credit 
towards  helping  forward  men  of  worth  in  the 
world  *.  The  Queen  was  at  chapel  to-day,  and 
looks  well.  Tdined  at  Lord  Orkney's,  with  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord  Arran,  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas Hanmer.  Mr  St  John,  fecretary  at  Utrecht, 
expefts  every  moment  to  return  there  with  the 
ratification  of  the  peace. 

13.  This  morning  my  friend,  Mr  Lewis,  came 
to  me,  and  (hewed  me  an  order  for  a  warrant 
for  the  three  vacant  deanries  ;  but  none  of  them 
to  me.  This  was  what  I  always  forefaw,  and  re- 
ceived the  notice  of  it  better,  I  believe,  than  he 
expelled.  I  bid  Mrs  Lewis  tell  my  Lord  Trca- 
furer,  that  I  take  nothing  ill  of  him,  but  his  not 
giving  me  timely  notice,  as  he  promifed  to  do, 
if  he  found  the  Queen  would  do  nothing  for  me. 
At  noon,  Lord  Treafurer  hearing  I  was  in  Mr 
Lewis's  office,  came  to  me,  and  faid  many 
things,  too  long  to  repeat.  I  told  him  I  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  go  to  Ireland  immediately  ; 
for  I  could  not,  with  any  reputation,  ftay  longer 
here,  unlefs  I  had  fomething  honourable  imme- 
diately given  to  me.  We  dined  together  at  the 
Duke  of  Ormond's.  He  there  told  me,  he  had 
flopped  the  warrants  for  the  deans,  that  what 
was  done  for  me,  might  be  at  the  fame  time, 

and 

*  Swift  procured  him  to  be  fent  fecrjtary  and  chaj  1 
Sicily,  with  the  Earl  of  Peterborow. 
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and  he  hoped  to  compafs  it  to-night ;  but  I  be- 
lieve him  not.  I  told  the  Duke.of  Ormond  my 
intentions.  He  is  content  Sterne  Lhould  be  a 
bilhop,  and  I  have  St  Patrick's  ;  but,  I  believe, 
nothing  will  come  of  it ;  for  ftay  I  will  not ; 
and  fb  I  believe  you  will  fee  me  in  Dublin  before 
April  ends.  I  am  Ids  out  of  humour  than  you 
would  imagine  ;  and  if  it  were  not  that  imper- 
tinent people  will  condole  with  me,  as  they  ufed 
to  give  me  joy,  I  would  value  it  lefs.  But  I 
will  avoid  company,  and  mufter  up  my  baggage, 
and  fend  them  next  Monday*  by  the  carrier  to 
Chefter,  and  go  fee  my  willows,  againit  the  ex- 
pectation of  all  the  world. 

14.  I  dined  in  the  city  to-day,  and  ordered  a 
lodging  to  be  got  ready  for  me  againft  I  came  to 
pack  up  my  things  ;  for  I  will  leave  this  end  of 
the  town,  as  foon  as  ever  the  warrants  for  the 
deanries  are  out,  which  are  yet  {topped.  Lord 
Treafurer  told  Mr  Lewis,  that  it  InouUi  be  de- 
termined to-night ;  and  fo  he  will  fay  an  hun- 
dred nights  ;  fo  he  faid  yefterday,  but  I  value  it 
not.  My  daily  journals  fhall  be  but  fhort,  till  I 
get  into  the  city,  and  then  I  will  fend  away  this, 
and  follow  it  myfelf ;  and  defign  to  walk  it  all 
the  way  to  Chefter,  my  man  and  I,  by  ten  miles 
a-day.  It  will  do  my  htalth  a  great  deal  of  good. 
I  ihall  do  it  in  fourteen  days. 

i  c.  Lord  Bolingbroke  made  me  dine  with  him 
to-day,  (I  was  as  good  company  as  ever)  and 
told  me  the  Queen  would  determine  fornething 

for 
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for  me  to-night.  The  difpute  is  Wind  for,  or 
St  Patrick's.  1  told  him  I  would  not  ftay  for 
their  difpmes,  and  he  thought  I  was  in  the  right. 
Lord  Mafh-am  told  me,  that  Lady  IVlafham  is 
angry  I  have  not  been  to  fee  her  flnce  this  bufi- 
nefs,  and  defires  I  will  come  to-morrow. 

1 6.  I  was  this  noon  at  Lady  Mafham's,  who 
was  jnft  come  from  Kenfington,  where  her  eldeft 
fon  is  fick.  She  faid  much  to  me  of  what  fhe 
had  talked  to  the  Queen,  and  Lord  Treafurer. 
The  poor  Lady  fell  a  fh.edding  tears  openly. 
She  could  not  bear  to  think  of  my  having  St 
Patrick's,  &c.  I  was  never  more  moved  than  to 
fee  fo  much  friend  (hip.  I  would  not  ftay  with 
her,  but  went  and  dined  with  Dr  Arbuthnott, 
with  Mr  Berkeley,  one  of  your  fellows,  whom  I 
have  recommended  to  the  doctor,  &c.  Mr  Lewis 
tells  me,  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  has  been  to- 
day with  the  Queen  ;  and  fhe  was  content,  that 
Dr  Sterne  fhould  be  bifhop  of  Dromore,  and  I 
vic.tn  of  St  Patrick's  ;  but  then  out  came  Lord 
Treafurer,  and  faid,  he  would  not  be  fitisfied,  but 
that  I  muft  be  a  prebendary  of  Windfor.  Thus 
he  perplexes  things.  I  expect  neither  ;  but  I  cori- 
fefs,  as  much  as  I  love  England,  1  am  fo  angrv 
at  this  treatment,  that,  if  I  had  my  choice,  I 
•would  rather  have  St  Patrick's.  Lady  Maiham 
'fays,  fhe  will  fpeak  to  the  purpofe  to  the  Qticen 
to-morrow. 

17.1  went  to  dine  at  Lady  Mafham's  to-day, 
and  fhe  was  taken  ill  of  a  fore  throat,  and  is 

a-uifh. 
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aguim.  She  fpoke  to  the  Queen  laft  night,  but 
had  not  much  time.  The  Queen  fays,  me  will 
determine  to-morrow  with  Lord  Treafurer.  The 
warrants  for  the  deanries  are  ftill  flopped,  for 
fear  I  mould  be  gone.  Do  you  think  any  thing 
will  be  done  ?  I  don't  care  whether  it  is  or  no. 
In  the  mean  time  I  prepare  for  my  journey,  and 
fee  no  great  people  ;  nor  will  fee  Lord  Treafurer 
any  more,  if  I  go.  Lord  Treafurer  told  Mr 
Lewis,  it  fhould  be  done  to-night ;  fo  he  faid 
five  nights  ag*o. 

1 8.  This  morning  Mr  Lewis  fent  me  word, 
that  Lord  Treafurer  told  him  the  Queen  would 
determine  at  noon.     At  three   Lord  Treafurer 
fe,nt  to  me,  to  come  to  his  lodgings  at  St  James's; 
and  told  me,  the  Queen  was  at  laft  refolved,  that 
Dr  Sterne  mould  be  bifhop  of  Dromore,  and  I 
dean  of  St  Patrick's  ;  and  that  Sterne's  warrant 
mould  be  drawn  immediately.     You  know  the 
deanry  is  in  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  gift;  but  this 
is  concerted  between  the  Queen,  Lord  Treafurer, 
and  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  to  make  room  for 
me.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  yet  be  done  j 
fome  unlucky  accident  may  yet  come.     Neither 
can  I  feel  joy  at  paffing  my  days  in  Ireland.  And, 
I  confefs,  I  thought   the  miniftry  would  not  let 
me  go  ;  but  perhaps  they  can't  help  it. 

19.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  Lord  Treafurer 
forced  me  to  dine  with  him  yefterday,  as  ufual, 
with  his  Saturday  company ;  which  I  did,  after 
frequent  refufals.    To-day  I  dined  with  a  private 
friend,  and  was   not  at  Court.      After  dinner, 

Mr 
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Mr  Lewis  fent  me  worJ,  that  the  Queen  ftayed 
till  (he  knew  whether  the  Duke  of  OrmonJ  ap- 
proved of  Sterne  for  a  bifhop.  Lwent  this  even- 
ing, and  found  the  Duke  of  OrmonJ  at  the 
Cockpit,  and  told  him,  and  defired  he  woiild  go 
to  the  Queen,  and  approve  of  Sterne.  He  made 
objections,  and  defired  I  would  name  any  other 
deanry,  for  he  did  not  like  Sterne  ;  that  Sterne 
never  went  to  fee  him ;  that  he  was  influenced 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  &c.  So  all  is  now 
broken  again.  I  fent  out  for  Lord  Treafurer, 
and  told  him  t-his.  He  fays  all  will  do  well  ;  but 
I  value  not  what  he  fays.  This  fufpencc  vexes  me 
worfe  than  any  thing  elfe. 

20.  I  went  to-day,    by  'appointment,    to   the 
Cockpit,  to  talk  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond.    He 
repeated  the  fame  propofals  qf  any  other  deanry, 
&c.  I  defired  he  would  put  me  out  of  the  cafe, 
and  do  as  he  pleafed.     Then,  with  great  kind- 
nefs,  he  faid  he  would  confent ;  but  would  do  it 
for  no  man  elfe  but  me,  &c.  And  he  will  fpeak 
to  the   Queen  to-day,  or  to-morrow  :  So,  per- 
haps, fomething  will  come  of  it.     I  can't  tell. 

21.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  has  told  the  Queen, 
he  is  fatisfied  that  Sterne  Ihoulcl  be  bifhop,  and 
ihe  confents  I  {hall  be  clean  ;  and  I  fuppofe   the 
warrants  will  be  drawn  in  a  day  or  two.     I  dined 
at  an  ale-houfe  with  Parnell  and  Berkeley  ;  for  I 
am  not  in  humour  to  go  among  the  minifters  ; 
though  Lord  Dartmouth  invited  me  to  dine  with 
him  to-day,  and  Lord  Treafurer  was  to  be  there. 
I  faid  I  would,  if  I  were  out  of  fufpence. 

22.  The 
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22.  The  Queen  fays  warrants  fhall  be  drawn  ; 
but  ilie  will  difpofe  of  all  England  and  Ireland 
at  once,  to  be  teazed  no  more.     This  will  delay- 
it  fome  time  ;  and,  while  it  is  delayed,  I  am  not 
fure  of  the  Queen,  my  enemies  being  bufy.     I 
hate  this  fufpcnce. 

23.  I  dined  yefterday  with   General  Hamilton. 
I  forgot  to  tell  you.     I  write  (hort  journals  now. 
I  hive  eggs  on  the  fpit.     Tfcis  night  the  Queen 
has  figned  all  the  warrants,  among  which  Sterne 
is  bifliop  of    Dromore,    and  the  Duke  of  Of- 
mond  is  to  fend  over  an  order  for  making  me 
dean  of  St  Patrick's.     I  have  no  doubt  of  him  at 
all.     I  think  'tis  now  paft.     But  you  fee  what  a 
condition  I  am  in.     1  thought  I  was   to  pay  but 
fix  hundred  pounds  for  the  houfe,  but  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Clogher    fays   eight  hundred  pounds  ; 
firft-fruits,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
Irifli  ;  and   fo,  with   a  patent,  &c.  a   thoufand 
pounds  in  all ;  fo  that  I  fhall  not  be  the  better 
for  the  deanry  thefe  three  years.      I  hope,  hi 
fome  time,  they  will  be  perfuaded  here,  to  give 
me  fome  money  to  pay  off  thefe  debts.     I  muft 
finiiu  the  book  *  I  aai  writing,  before  I  can  go 
OTer  j  and  they  expect  1  {hall  pafs  next  winter 
here,  and  then  I  will  drive  them  to  give  me  a 
fum  of  money  :  However,  I  hope  to  pafs  four 
or  five  months  with  you.     I  received  your's  to- 
night ;  juft  ten  weeks  fince  I  had  your  laft.     I 
ihall  write  next  poft  to  Bithop  Sterne.     Never 

man 
*  The  Hiflory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht. 
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man  had  fo  many  enemies  of  Ireland,  as  he.  I 
carried  it  with  the  ftrongeft  hand  poffible.  If 
he  does  not  ufe  me  well,  and  gently,  in  what 
dealings  I  fhall  have  with  him,  he  will  be  the 
moft  ungrateful  of  mankind.  The  Archbifhop 
of  York  f,  my  mortal  enemy,  has  fent,  by  the 
third  hand,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  me. 
Shall  I  fee  him,  or  not  ?  I  hope  to  be  over  in  a 
month.  I  fhall  anfwer  your  rattle  foon  ;  but  no 
more  journals.  I  fhall  be  very  bufy.  Short  let- 
ters from  henceforward.  I  fhall  not  part  with 
Laracor.  That  is  all  I  have  to  live  on,  except 
the  deanry  be  worth  more  than  four  hundred 
pounds  a-year.  Is  it  ?  Pray  write  to  me  a  good- 
humoured  letter  immediately,  let  it  be  ever  fo 
fliort.  This  affair  was  carried  with  great  diffi- 
culty, which  vexes  me.  But  they  fay  here,  it 
is  much  to  my  reputation,  that  I  have  made  a 
bifhop,  in  fpite  of  all  the  world,  and  got  the 
beft  deanry  in  Ireland. 

24.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  I  had  Sterne's  letter 
yefterday,  in  anfwer  to  mine.  I  dined  in  the  city 
to-day  with  my  printer,  and  came  home  early; 
and  am  going  to  be  bufy  with  my  work.  I  will 
fend  this  to-morrow,  and  I  fuppofe  the  warrants 
will  go  then.  I  wrote  to  Dr  Coghill,  to  take  care 
of  patting  my  patent  ;  and  to  Parvifol,  to  attend 
him  with  money,  if  he  has  any,  or  to  borrow 
fome  where  he  can. 

i  25.  Morn- 

f  Dr  Sharp,  who,  with  the  Duchefs  of  Somerftt,  prevent- 
ed the  Queen  from  giving  him  a  bifhoprick. 
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25.  Morning.     I  know  not  whether  my  war- 
rant be  got  ready  from  the  Duke  of  Onnond  :   I 
fuppofc  it  will  by  to-night.     I  am  going  abroad, 
and  will  keep  this  unfealed,  till  I  know  whether 
all  be  finifhed. 

I  had  .this  letter  afl  day  in  my  pocket,  waiting 
tifl  I  heard  the  warrants  were  gone  over.  Mr 
Lewis  fent  to  Southwell's  clerk  at  ten  ;  and  he 
iaid,  the  biOiop  of  Killaloe  had  deiired  they  Lhould 
be  (topped  tijl  neit  poft.  He  fent  again,  that  the 
bilhop  of  Killaloe's  *  bufinefs  had  nothing  to  do 
with  our's.  Then  I  went  myfelf,  but  it  was  paft 
eleven,  and  afked  the  reafon.  Killaloe  is  remov- 
ed to  Rapho,  and  he  has  a  mind  to  have  aa  order 
for  the  rents  of  Rapho,  that  have  fallen  due  fince 
the  vacancy,  and  he  would  have  all  itop  till  he 
has  gotten  that.  A  pretty  requeft  !  But  the  clerk, 
at  Mr  Lewis's  mefiage,  fent  the  warrants  for 
Sterne  and  me  ;  but  then  it  was  too  late  to  lend. 
this,  which  frets  me  heartily. 

26.  I  was  at  Court  to-day,  and  a  thoniand  peo- 
ple gave  me  joy  ;  fo  I  ran  out.  I  dined  with  Lady 
Orkney.  Yeiterday  I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer, 
and  his  Saturday  people,  as  ulual  j  and  was  fo 
bedeaned,  &c.     The  ArchbiOiop  of  York  fays, 
he  will  never  more  fpeak  againft  me.     Pray,  fee 
that  Parvifol  ftirs  about  getting  my  patent.     I 
have  given  Tooke  D.  D.'s  note,  to  prove  fhe  is 

VOL.  XIV.  M  m  27.  No- 


Dr 
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27.  Nothing  new  to-day.  I  dined  with  Tom 
Harley,  &c.  I'll  feal  up  this  to-night.  Pray 
write  foon. 


LETTER      CXLIV. 

TO    THE    DUCHESS    OF    ORMOND. 

MADAM,  December^  20,  1712. 

AN  Y  other  perfon,  of  lefs  refinement  and 
prudence  than  myfelf,  would  be  at  a  )ofs 
how  to  thank  your  Grace,  upon  the  furprife  of 
coming  home  laft  night,  and  finding  two  pictures, 
where  only  one  was  demanded."  But  I  under- 
flood  your  Grace's  malice,  and  do  here  affirm 
you  to  be  the  greateft  prude  upon  earth.  You 
will  not  fo  much -as  let  your  picture  be  alone  in  a 
i-oom  with  a  man,  no  not  with  a  clergyman,  and 
a  clergyman  of  five  and  forty  ;  and  therefore  re- 
folved  my  Lord  Duke  fhould  accompany  it,  and 
keep  me  in  awe,  that  I  might  not  prefume  to  look 
too  often  upon  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  begin 
already  to  repent  that  I  ever  begged  your  Grace's 
picture  •,  and  could  almoft  find  in  my  heart  to 
fend  it  you  back  :  For,  although  it  be  the  moil 
beautiful  fight  I  ever  beheld,  except  the  original, 
yet  the  veneration  and  refpect  it  fills  me  with, 
will  always  make  me  think  I  am  in  your  Grace's 
prefence  ;  will  hinder  me  from  faying  and  writ- 
ing twenty  idle  things,  that  ufed  to  divert  me  ; 

will 
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will  fet  me  labouring  upon  majeftic,  fublime  idea?, 
at  which  I  have  no  manner  of  talent ;  and  will 
make  thofe  who  come  to  vifit  me,  think  I  am 
grown,  on  the  fudden,  wonderful  ftately  and  re- 
ferred. But,  in  life,  we  muft  take  the  evil  with 
the  good  ;  and  it  is  one  comfort,  that  I  know 
how  to  be  revenged.  For  the  fight  of  your 
Grace's  refemblance,  will  perpetually  remind  me 
of  paying  my  duty  to  your  perfon ;  which  will 
give  your  Grace  the  torment,  and  me  the  felicity, 
of  a  more  frequent  attendance. 

But,  after  all,  to  deal  plainly  with  your  Grace, 
your  picture  (and  I  muft  fay  the  fame  of  my  Lord 
Duke's)  will  be  of  very  little  ufe,  further  than  to 
let  others  fee  the  honour  you  are  pleafed  to  do 
me.  For  all  the  accomplishments  of  your  mind 
and  perfoa,  are  fo  deeply  printed  in  my  heart, 
and  reprefent  you  fo  lively  to  my  imagination, 
that  I  fliould  take  it  for  a  high  affront,  if  yon  be- 
lieved it  in  the  power  of  colours  to  refreih  my 
memory :  Almoft  as  high  a  one,  as  if  your  Grace 
ihould  deny  me  the  juftice  of  being,  with  the 
moft  profound  refpect  and  gratitude, 

MADAM, 

Your  Grace's,  &c. 


M  m  2  LET- 
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LETTER      CXLV. 

LORD    CHANCELLOR    PHIPPS    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dublin,  Jan.  15,  1713* 

MANY  of  my  letters  from  London,  tell  me 
how  much  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your 
friendly  felicitation  on  my  fon's  behalf,  which 
will  be  always  remembered  by  us  both,  with  the 
fame  gratitude  as  if  it  had  fucceeded.  I  had  con- 
gratulations from  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  my 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  others,  on  account  of  my 
fon's  having  the  place  ',  for  they  fent  me  word  it 
was  actually  done  ;  and  feveral  others  had  letters 
of  it,  and  our  friends  were  extremely  rejoiced  at 
the  well  timing  of  it ;  and  it  was  a  great  addition 
to  the  mortification  of  the  Whigs,  and  the  dif- 
appointment  will  be  a  caufe  of  great  joy  to  them. 
But  in  this,  and  all  other  things,  I  fubmit  to  the 
judgment  of  my  fuperiors,  who  know  beft  what 
is  fit  to  be  done.  As  to  looking  out  for  any 
thing  elfe  for  my  fon,  there  is  nothing  elfc  here 
that  I  know  is  fit  for  him  ;  and  if  any  thing  worth 
his  having  falls  in  England,  it  will  be  difpofed  of 
before  I  can  have  notice  of  it. 

We  are  told  by  every  body,  that  the  reft  of 
our  vacant  bilhopricks  will  be  filled  to  our  fatif- 
faction  :  If  they  are,  you  muft  be  one  of  them, 
But  if  you  are  refolved,  that  you  will  not  yet  epif- 
copari  there,  give  me  leave  to  recommend  to  you 

an 
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an  affair  of  my  Lord  Abercorn's,  which  the  vi- 
cars choral  have  made  with  him  for  renewing  his 
leafe  *.  I  am  informed  there  are  fome  mifunder- 
ftandings  between  you.  It  is  very  unhappy  there 
(hould  be  any  difference  between  two  luch  fure 
and  great  friends  to  the  common  caufe.  1  do  ai- 
fure  you,  we  are  very  much  obliged  to  my  Lord 
Abercorn,  for  his  great  fcrvice  in  thefe  times  of 
difficulty  :  He  is  as  good  a  friend  as  any  in  the 
world,  and  as  bad  an  enemy ;  and  I  am  very  fure, 
if  you  would  make  him  a  compliment,  and  oblige 
him  in  this  matter,  you  would  gain  an  entire  true 
friend  of  him  for  the  future,  and  oblige  a  great 
many  of  your  friends  here,  who  have  all  a  great 
value  and  eiteem  for  him. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  her  Majefty's 
recovery,  and  the  good  efrect  it  has  had  in  unit- 
ing our  friends.  That,  together  with  the  refolu- 
tion  that  is  taken  to  fupport  the  church-intereft, 
will,  without  doubt,  in  a  little  lime,  render  all 
things  eafy  and  quiet  in  both  kingdoms ;  though, 
as  yet,  our  Whigs  here  are  as  obftinate  and  per- 
vert as  ever.  The  Commons  are  refolved,  they 
will  give  no  money-bill,  till  I  am  removed  :  And 
the  Aldermen  will  not  own  my  Lord  Mayor,  nor 
proceed  to  any  election,  notwithftanding  the  opi- 
nion of  all  the  Judges  here,  and  of  the  Attorney- 
M  m  3  General, 

•  This  Jeafe  was  for  the  greateft  part  of  Tork-ftrert,  in  which 
Lord  Abercorn  lived ;  and  by  the  terms  of  thtir  charter,  Jtbe 
vicars  choral  cannot  mafce  kiies,  without  confcnt  of  the  Dean^ 
aad  Chapter- 
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General,   and  all  the  Queen's  Council,  (except 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll),  in  England. 

I  wifh  you  many  happy  New-years,  and  fhould 
be  very  proud  ?o  receive  your  commands  here, 
being,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  and  efteem,  your 
moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

CON.  PHIPPS. 


LETTER      CXLVI. 

TO    THE    DUKE    OF    ARGYLL. 

MY  LORD,  Jan.  20,  1712-13. 

I  WOULD  myfelf  have  delivered  the  anfwer 
I  fent  yefterday  to  your  Grace,  at  Court, 
by  Dr  Arbuthnott,  if  I  had  not  thought  the 
right  of  complaining  to  be  on  my  fide  :  For  I 
think  it  was  my  due,  that  you  fhould  have  im- 
mediately told  me,  whatever  you  had  heard  amifs 
of  my  conduct  to  your  Grace.  When  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  firfl  known  to  thofe  in  the  miniftry, 
I  made  it  an  exprefs  condition,  that  whoever 
did  me  ill  offices,  they  fhould  inform  me  of 
what  was  faid,  and  hear  my  vindication  ;  that  I 
might  not  be  mortified  with  countenances  eftran- 
ged  of  a  fuclden,  and  be  at  a  lofs  for  the  caufe  : 
And,  I  think,-  there  is  no  perfon  alive,  whofe 
favour  or  protection  I  would  purchafe  at  that 
expence.  1  could  not  fpeak  to  the  difadvantage 
of  your  Grace,  without  being  ungrateful,  (which. 
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is  an  ill  word),  fince  you  were  pleafed,  voluntarily, 
to  make  fo  many  profeffions  of  favour  to  me  for 
fome  years  paft  ;  and  your  being  a  Duke,  and  a 
General,  would  have,  fwayed  me  not  at  all  in  my 
refpecl  for  your  perfon,  if  I  had  not  thought 
yon  to  abound  in  qualities,  which  I  wiih  were 
eafier  to  be  found  in  thofe  of  your  rank.  I  have 
indeed  fometimes  heard  what  your  Grace  was  told 
I  reported  ;  but,  as  I  am  a  ftranger  to  coffee- 
houfes,  fo  it  is  a  great  deal  below  me  to  fpread 
coffee-houfe  reports.  This  accufation  is  a  little 
the  harder  upon  me,  becaufe  I  have  always  ap- 
peared fond  of  your  Grace's  character  ;  and 
have,  with  great  induftry,  related  feveral  of  your 
generous  actions,  on  purpole  to  remove  the  im- 
putation of  the  only  real  fault  "(for  I  fay  nothing 
of  common  frailties)  which  I  ever  heard  laid  to 
your  charge.  I  confefs,  I  have  often  thought 
that  Homer's  delcription  of  Achilles  bore  fome 
refemblance  to  your  Grace,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  ever  I  faid  fo.  At  the  fame  time,  I  think 
few  men  were  ever  born  with  nobler  qualities, 
to  fulfil  and  adorn  every  office  of  a  fubject,  a 
friend,  and  a  protector,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CXLVII. 

ROBERT  HUNTER  *,  ESQJ  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW- 
YORK   AND   NEW-JERSEY,    TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Neiu-Torky  March  I,  1712-13. 

I  THINK  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  two  let- 
ters, and  fhould  have  continued  fo,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  apprehenfion  of  your  putting  a 
wrong  conftru&ion  upon  my  neglect.  My  friends 
being  few  in  number,  I  would  not  willingly,  or 
by  any  fault,  negleft  nor  lofc  thofe  I  have.  The 
true  caufe  is  this  :  My  unhappy  circumft.mces 
have  fo  foured  me,  that  whatever  I  write,  muft 
be  vinegar  and  gall  to  a  man  of  your  mirth.  For 
the  better  underflanding  of  which,  be  pleafed  to 
read  them  in  the  words  of  one  of  my  molt  re- 
nowned predecefTors  :  ghiando  penfe  venir  a  ejle 
govierno  a  comer  caliente^  y  a  bever  friot  y  a  recrear 
it  cuerpo  entre  fab  anas  de  Olanday  fo  bre  colchottes  de 
plumd)  he  "uenido  a  hazar  penitencia,  como  fe  fuera 
Ermetanno,  y  coino  no  la  hago  de  me  vclontad,  pen- 
fo  que  al  cabo  al  cabo,  me  ha  de  uevar  el  diablo.  This 
worthy  indeed  was  but  a  type  of  me,  of  wliich  I 
could  fully  convince  you,  by  an*  exa£l  parallel 
between  our  adminiftrations  and  circumftances, 
which  I  fliall  referve  to  another  opportunity. 

The 

•  Brigadier  Hunter,  who  was  afterwards  appointed  Gover- 
nor and  Captain-General  of  Jamaica,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  who  died  there,  July  4tb,  1726. 
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The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this  :  I  am  ufed 
like  a  dog,  after  having  done  all  that  is  in  the 
power  of  man  to  deferve  a  better  treatment,  fo 
that  I  am  now  quite  jaded.  Afa/e  vehi  malt  olio 
-.ante,  quam  tarn  mails  reEloribiu  bene  guber- 
nare. 

The  approaching,  peace  will  give  leifure  to  the 
miniftry,  to  think  of  proper  remedies  for  the 
diltracled  ftate  of  all  the  provinces ;  but  of  this 
more  particularly,  the  importance  of  it,  by  its 
Craation  being  greater,  and  the  danger  of  their 
conduct  more  imminent,  than  that  of  the  reft. 
I  have  done  my  duty,  in  reprefenting  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  warning  them  of  the  confluences  ; 
and  there  I  leave  it.  Neque  tarn  me  .WAT;,-/*  ccnfola- 
tur  ut  antea  quam  a^.z«j»a,  qua  nulla  in  re  tarn  utsr 
quam  in  kac  crclli  et  publica. 

I  have  purchafed  a  feat  for  a  bifhop,  and,  by 
orders  from  the  fociety,  have  given  directions 
to  prepare  it  for  his  reception.  You,  once  upon 
a  day,  gave  me  hopes  of  feeing  you  there.  It 
would  be  to  me  no  fmall  relief,  to  have  fo  good  a 
friend  to  complain  to.  "What  it  would  be  to  you 
to  hear  me,  when  you  could  not  help  me,  I 
know  not.  Cftera  defuntt  for  the  poft  cannot 
Adieu.  I  am,  very  fincerely,  your's, 

R.  HUNTER, 


LET- 
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LETTER      CXLVIII. 

ROBERT    HUNTER,    ESQJ    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

New-Turk,  March  14,  1712-13. 
O  UO NO ROG H  quanisu  dladadega  genercgh- 
^^^jqua  aqucgon  tckitckinagaree  ;  or,  left  you 
fhould  not  have  your  Iroquoife  dictionary  at  hand, 
Brother,  I  honour  you  and  all  your  tribe  ;  tho* 
that  it  is  to  be  taken  cum  grant  falis.  For  one 
of  them  has  done  me  much  harm.  God  reward 
him,  &c.  For  that,  and  what  you  want  to 
know  befides,  relating  to  me,  I  refer  you  to  the 
bearer,  Mr  Sharp,  our  chaplain  ;  a  very  worthy, 
ingenuous,  and  confcientious  clergyman.  I  wrote 
to  you  fome  time  ago  by  a  merchant-fhip,  and 
therein  gave  you  fome  hints  of  my  fufferings, 
which  are  not  diminifhed  fince  that  time.  In 
hopes  of  a  better  fettlement,  I  wilhed  for  your 
company.  Until  that  comes,  I  can  contribute 
to  nothing  but  your  fpleen.  Here  is  the  fined 
air  to  live  upon  in  the  univerfe.  And  if  our 
trees  and  birds  could  fpeak,  and  our  aflembly- 
men  be  filent,  the  fined  converfation  too.  Pert 
omnia  tellitsy  but  not  for  me.  For  you  muft  un- 
derftand,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  our  coun- 
try, the  Sachims  are  of  the  pooreft  of  the  people. 
1  have  got  the  wrong  fide  of  Sir  Polidore's  office  ; 
a  great  deal  to  do,  and  nothing  to  receive.  In 

a 
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a  word,  and  to  be  ferious  at  laft,  I  have  fpent 
three  years  of  life  in  fuch  torment  and  vexation, 
that  nothing  in  life  can  make  me  amends  for  it. 
Tu  interim  [is  Itettts,  et  metnor  no/trum.  Vale. 

R.  HUNTER. 


LETTER      CXLIX. 

MATTHEW  PRIOR  *,    ESQj    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Paris,  AprilK,  1713, 

PRAY  take  this  word,  writ  after  our  pacquets 
clofed,  and  the  meflenger's  flaying  for  it, 
as  an  equivalent  for  your  difpatchcs  at  midnight, 
when  the  writer  was  half  afleep.  Hang  me  if 
I  know  how  to  go  on,  though  I  am  in  a  country 
where  every  body  does  not  only  write  letters,  but 
print  them.  Our  great  affair  goes  on  very  fuc- 
cefsfully.  We  tranfmit  the  Spanifh  treaty,  con- 
cluded at  Madrid,  for  your  approbation  in  Eng- 
land, and  tranfmiffion  to  Utrecht ;  after  which, 
I  think,  pax  fit  will  become  authentic  Latin  :  Af- 
ter which  I  fuppofe  our  fociety  will  flourish, 
and  I  fhall  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  partake  of 
that  univerfal  protection,  which  it  will  receive. 
In  the  mean  time,  pray  give  my  great  refpecls  to 
our  brethren  f  5  and  tell  them,  that  while,  in 

hopes 

*  He  was  plenipotentiary  to  France. 

f  The  Sixteen.       See  note  to  a  letter  frcm  Lord  Karley  to 
Swift,  dated  July  J7,  1714. 
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hopes  of  being  favoured,  they  are  fpending  their 
own  money,  I  am  advancing  my  intereft  in  the 
French  language,  and  forgetting  my  own  mother 
tongue.  But  we  fhall  have  time  enough  to  per- 
fect our  Englifh,  when  we  have  done  with  other 
matters.  I  want  mightily  to  hear  from  Lord 
Treafurer.  Tell  him  fo.  I  owe  brother  Ar- 
buthnott  a  letter.  Excufe  me  not  writing  to  him, 
till  I  know  what  to  fay.  I  cannot  find  Vanhom- 
righ  *,  fince  he  brought  me  your  letter.  I  have  a 
rarity  of  a  book  to  fend  you  by  the  fir  ft  fair  oc- 
cafion.  It  makes  but  little  of  the  Englilh  wit, 
The  Guardian  :  but,  poffibly,  I  do  not  yet  enter 
into  his  defign.  Let  Lord  Bolingbroke  know, 
I  love  him  mightily  ;  and  pray  you  do  as  much 
for  Dick  Skelton.  Adieu,  my  good  friend.  I 
am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  and  faithful  fervant, 

M.  PRIOR. 


L    E    T    T    E    R      CL. 

THE  EARL  OF    POULET,    LORD   STEWARD    OF 
THE    HOUSEHOLD,    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

Sunday  after  noon  >  April       ,   1713. 

I  WAS  called  away,  prefently  after  chappel, 
about   fome   bufinefs,    which   hindered    my 
going  up  flairs  at  St  James's,  and  occafions   Dr 
i  Swift, 

*  One  of  .the  brothers  of  Vanefla.     See  the  note  prefixed  to 
the  Dean's  letters  to  Mils  Efther  Vanhomrigh. 
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Swift  the  trouble  of  this,  to  write  my  excufe,  for 
cot  returning  the  paper  which  I  here  fend  you. 
And  though  it  is  not  in  nay  power  to  ferve  you, 
in  any  proportion  to  my  unfeigned  refpec"b  for 
you ;  yet  I  would  not  be  wanting,  on  my  part, 
in  any  opportunity,  where  I  can,  to  exprefs  my- 
felf,  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

POULET. 


LETTER      CLL 

DR    ATTERBURY,    AFTERWARDS    BISHOP   OF 
ROCHESTER,    TO    DR    SWIFT. 


MR 

MR  ,  f  [^  21,  ,7,3.3 

GIVE  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  there  is  no 
man  in  England  more  pleafed  with  your 
being  preferred,  than  I  am.  I  would  have  told 
you  fo  myfelf  at  your  lodgings,  but  that  my 
waiting  confines  me.  I  had  heard  a  flying  report 
of  it  before ;  but  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  yefter- 
day,  confirmed  the  welcome  news  to  me.  I 
could  not  excuie  myielf,  without  faying  thus 
much ;  and  I  have  not  time  to  fay  more,  but  that 
I  am  your  moft  affectionate  and  faithful  fervant, 

FR.   ATTERBURY. 

VOL.  K  n  LET- 
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LETTER      CLII. 

TO    LORD    CHANCELLOR    HARCOURT. 

MY  LORD,  May  1713. 

I  WONDER  your  Lord  (hip  would  prefume  to 
go  out  of  town,  and  leave  me  in  fear  that 
I  fhould  not  fee  you  before  I  go  to  Ireland, 
which  will  be  in  a  week.  It  is  a  ftrange  thing 
you  fhould  prefer  your  own  health,  and  eafe 
and  convenience,  before  my  fads  faction.  I  want 
your  Lordfhip  for  my  folicitor  :  I  want  your 
letter  to  your  younger  brother  of  Ireland,  to  put 
him  tinder  my  government :  I  want  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  your  Lord  my  humbleft  thanks, 
for  a  hundred  favours  you  have  done  me :  I 
wanted  the  fight  of  your  Lordfhip  this  day  in 
York-buildings  *.  Pray,  my  Lord,  come  to 
town  before  I  leave  it,  and  fupply  all  my  wants. 
My  Lord  Treafurer  ufes  me  barbaroufly ;  ap- 
points to  carry  me  to  Kenfington,  and  makes 
me  walk  four  miles  at  midnight.  He  "laughs 
when  I  mention  a  thoufand  pound,  which  he 
gives  me  ;  though  a  thoufand  pound  is  a  very 
ierious  thing,  £c. 

LET- 

*  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford  then  lived  there. 
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LETTER      CLIIL 

TO     MR     ADDISON. 

S  I  R,  May  13,    1713. 

IW  A  S  told  yefterday,  by  feveral  perfons, 
that  Mr  Steele  had  reflected  upon  me  in  his 
Guardian ;  which  I  could  hardly  believe,  until, 
fending  for  the  paper  of  the  day,  I  found  he 
had,  in  feveral  parts  of  it,  inflnuated,  with  the 
utmoft  malice,  that  I  was  author  of  the  Exami- 
ner ;  and  abufed  me  in  the  grofieft  manner  he 
could  poffibly  invent,  and  fet  his  name  to  what 
he  had  written.  Now,  Sir,  if  I  <im  not  author 
of  the  Examiner,  how  will  Mr  Steele  be  able  to 
defend  himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  the 
higheft  degree  of  bafenefs,  ingratitude,  and  in- 
juftice  ?  Is  he  fo  ignorant  of  my  temper,  and  of 
my  ftyle  ?  Has  he  never  heard,  that  the  author 
of  the  Examiner  (to  whom  I  am  altogether  a 
ftranger  *)  did,  a  month  or  two  Sgo,  vindicate 
me  from  having  any  concern  in  it  ?  Should  not 
Mr  Steele  have  firft  expoftul  ited  with  me,  as  a 
friend  ?  Have  I  deferved  this  ufage  from  Mr 
Steele,  who  knows  very  well  that  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer  has  kept  him  in  his  employment  upon  my 
intreaty  and  interceiuon  ?  My  Lord  Chancellor 
N  n  2  and 

*  The  readrr   will  pfeafe  to  rtccllea,    that  Dr  Swift  never 
writ  any  Examiners  after  th-  -  ..   i-ir.     Be  took  up 

that  paper  at  No.  XIII.  and  laid  it  d  .LIV. 
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and  Lord  Bolingbroke  will  be  witnefies,  how  I 
was  reproached  by  my  Lord  Trcafurer,  upon 
the  ill  returns  Mr  Steele  made  to  his  LordfhipY 
indulgence,  &c. 


LETTER      CLIV. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MRS    DINGLEY. 

London,  May  i<5,  1/13, 

YOUR  new  bifhop  a6ls  very  ungratefully.  I 
cannot. fay  fo  bad  of- him,  as  he  deferves.  I 
begged,  by  the  fame  poft  his  warrant  and  mine 
went  over,  that  he  would  leave  thofe  livings  to 
my  difpofal.  I  fhall  write  this  pofl  to  him,  to  let 
him  know  how  ill  I  take  it.  I  have  letters  to  tell 
me,  that  I  ought  to  think  of  employing  fomebody 
to  fetthe  tythes  of  the  deanry.  I  know  not  what 
to  do  at  this  diftance.  I  cannot  be  in  Ireland' 
under  a  month.  I  will  write  two  orders.;  one  to 

Parvifol,  and.  the  other  to  Parvifol.and ;  a 

blank  for  the  fellow,  whom  the  laft  Dean  em- 
ployed ;  and  I  would  defire  you  to  advife  with 
friends,  which  to  make  ufe  of.  If  the  latter,  let 
the  fellow's  name  be  inferted,  and  both  may  a<fl 
by  commiflion.  If  the  former,  then  fpeak  to  Par- 
vifol, and  know  whether  he  can  undertake  it.  I 
doubt  it  is  hardly  to  be  done  by  a  ftranger  alone, 
•as  Parvifol  is.  He  may  perhaps  venture  at  all,  to 
keep  up  his  intereft  with  me  j  but  that  is  needlefs, 

forr 
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for  I  am  willing  to  do  him  any  good,  that  will  do 
me  no  harm.  Pray  adv'fe  with  Wails  and  Ray- 
mond, and  a  little  with  Bifhop  Sterne,  for  form. 
Tell  Raymond,  I  cannot  iucceed  to  get  him  the 
living  of  Moymed.  It  is  reprefented  here  as  a 
great  fine-cure.  Sereral  chaplains  have  Touched 
for  it ;  and  it  has  vexed  me  fo,  that,  if  I  live,  I  will 
make  it  my  bufinefs  to  ferve  him  better  in  fome- 
thing  elfe.  I  am  heartily  forry  for  his  illnefs.  I 
thank  Mr  Walk  for  his  letter.  Tell  him,  that 
rnuit  ierve  for  an  anfwer,  with  my  fcrvice  to  him 
and  her.  1  ihail  buy  Bifhop  Sterne's  hair,  as 
foon  as  his  houfehold  goods.  I  thall  be  ruined, 
or  at  leaft  fadly  cramped,  unlels  the  Queen  will 
give  me  oae  thouiaad  pounds.  I  am  lure  fhe 
owes  me  a  great  d^al  more.  Lord  Treafurer 
rallies  me  upon  it,  and  I  believe  intends  it ;  but, 
qvand-)  ?  I  am  advifed  to  haften  over  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  fb  I  will,  and  hope  to  fet  out  the 
beginning  of  June.  Take  no  lodging  for  me ; 
1  can  lie  ibmewhere  r.:  >;  not 

where,  nor  how.  Pray  think  immediately,  and. 
give  me  fome  commiiEons,  and  I  will  perform 
them.  You  did  not  write  to  the  Dean,  &c.  and 
I  thick  you  might  have  had  a  Dean  under  your 
girdle  for  the  fubfcriptioo..  I  have  jnft  n*ni£hed 
my  Treatiie  *,  and  mull  be  tea  days  in  correcting 
it. 

N  n  3  LET-- 

•  •-  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht. 
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LETTER      CLV. 

SIR  THOMAS  HANMER,  SPEAKER  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  TO  DR  SWIFT,  AF- 
TER PERUSING  THE  MANUSCRIPT  HI- 
STORY *. 

S  I  R,  Tuefday. 

I  KEEP  only  the  laft  book,  which  I  fliall  have 
gone  through  before  night.  The  reft  I  fend 
you,  with  the  very  few  obfervations  I  made  upon 
them,  which  yet  were  as  many  as  I  could  fee  oc- 
cafion  for  ;  though,  I  do  aflure  you,  1  read  with 
the  fame  ftrictnefs,  and  ill  nature,  as  in  the  for- 
mer part.  I  am  your  moft,  &c. 

THO.    HANMER, 
Indorfed,  Received  about  May  1713. 


LETTER      CLVI. 

PROM    MR    STEELE    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  May  Ip,  1713. 

MR  Addifon  /hewed  me  your  letter,  where- 
in you  mention  me.  They  laugh  at  you, 
if  they  make  you  believe  your  interpofition  has 
kept  me  thus  long  in  my  office.     If  you  have 
fpoken  in  my  behalf  at  any  time,  I  am  glad  I 

have 
*  Of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht. 
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have  always  treated  you  with  refpect ;  though  I 
believe  you  an  accomplice  of  the  Examiners.  In 
the  letter  you  are  angry  at,  you  fee  I  have  no 
reafon  for  being  fo  merciful  to  him,  but  out  of 
regard  to  the  imputation  you  lie  under.  Tou  do 
not,  in  direct  terms,  fay  you  are  not  concerned: 
with  him ;  but  make  it  an  argument  of  your  in- 
nocence, that  the  Examiner  has  declared  you  have 
nothing  to  do  with  hior.  I  believe  I  could  pre- 
vail upon  the  Guardian,  to  fay  there  was  a  mi£- 
take  in  putting  my  name  in  his  paper  :  But  the 
Engliih  would  laugh  at  us,  fhould  we  argue  in  fo 
Irilh  a  manner.  I  am  heartity  glad  of  your  being 
made  Dean  of  St  Patrick's.  I  am, 
SIR,  i  ,/, 

Your  mod  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

RICHARD  STEF.T.F. 


LETTER      CLVIL 

TO     MR     STEELE. 

SIR, 


f  I  may  probably  know  better  when  they  are 
difpofed        *        *         »         *       The  cafe  was 

thus: 

t  It  has  unlock!],-  happened,  that  two  or  thro  lines  Ian  been 
torn  bf  accident  from  the  beginning  of  this  letter;  and,  by  the 

;.-.  •; 
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thus :  I  did,  with  the  utmoft  application,  and  de- 
firing  to  lay  all  ray  credit  upon  it,  defire  Mr  liar- 
ley,  fas  he  then  was  called),  to  fhew  you  mercy. 
He  faicl  he  would,  and  v/holly  upon  my  account : 
That  he  would  appoint  you  a  day  to  fee  him  : 
That  he  would  not  expect  you  fhould  quit  any 
friend  or  principle.  Some  days  after,  he  told  me 
he  had  appointed  you  a  day,  and  you  had  not 
kept  it ;  upon  which  he  reproached  me,  as  en- 
gaging for  more  than  I  could  anfwer  ;  and  ad- 
vifed  me  to  more  caution  another  time.  I  told 
him,  and  defired  my  Lord  Chancellor  *,  and 
Lord  Boilugbroke,  to  be  witnefles,  that  I  would 
never  fpeak  for  or  againft  you  as  long  as  1  lived  ; 
only  I  would,  and  that  it  was  ftill  my  opinion, 
you  fhould  have  mercy  till  you  gave  further  pro- 
vocations. This  is  the  hiftory  of  what  you  think 
fit  to  call,  in  the  fpirit  of  infulting,  Their  laugh- 
ing at  me :  And  you  may  do  it  fecurely  ;  for, 
by  the  moft  inhuman  dealings,  you  have  wholly 
put  it  out  of  my  power,  as  a  Chriftian,  to  do  you 
the  leaft  ill  office.  Next,  I  defire  to  know,  whe- 
ther the  greateft  fervices  ever  done  by  one  man, 
to  another,  may  not  have  the  fame  turn  as  pro- 
perly 

fame  accident,  two  or  three  lines  are  miffing  towards  the  latter 
part,  which  were  written  on  the  back  part  of  the  paper,  which 
was  torn  off.  But  what  remains  of  this  letter,  will,  I  prdume, 
be  very  fatisfaftory  to  the  intelligent  reader,  upon  many  accounts, 
and  especially  becaufe  a  light  into  this  affair  will  juflify  the  pro- 
digious feverity  of  Dr  Swift's  pen  againft  Mi-  Steele,  in  his  Pu- 
blic Spirit  of  the  Whigs. 
*  Lord  HarcLiut.  ' 
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perly  applied  to  them  ?  And,  once  more,  fup- 
pofe  they  did  laugh  at  me,  I  afk,  whether  my  in- 
clinations to  ferve  you,  merit  to  be  rewarded  by 
the  vileft  treatment,  whether  they  fucceeded  or 
no  ?  If  your  interpretation  were  true,  I  was 
laughed  at  only  for  your  fake  ;  which,  I  think,  is 
going  pretty  far  to  ferve  a  friend.  As  to  the  let- 
ter I  complain  of,  I  appeal  to  your  moft  partial 
friends,  whether  you  ought  not  either  to  have 
aflted,  or  written  to  me,  or  defired  to  have  been 
informed  by  a  third  hand,  whether  I  were  any 
way  concerned  in  writing  the  Examiner  ?  And, 
if  i  had  fhuffled,  or  anf\vered  indirectly,  or  af- 
firmed it,  or  faid  I  would  not  give  you  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  you  might  then  have  wreaked  your  re- 
venge with  fbme  colour  of  juftice.  I  have  feveral 
times  afTured  Mr  Addifon,  and  fifty  others,  that 
I  had  not  the  leaft  hand  in  writing  any  of  thofe 
papers  ;  and  that  I  had  never  exchanged  one 
fyllable  with  the  iupp'ofed  author  in  my  life,  that 
I  can  remember  j  nor  even  feeri  him  above  twice, 
and  that  in  mixt  company,  in  a  place  where  he 
came  to  pay  his  attendance.  One  thing  more  I 
muft  obferve  to  you,  that,  a  year  or  two  ago, 
when  lome  printers  ufed  to  bring  me  their  papers 
in  manufcript,  I  abfolutely  forbid  them  to  give 
any  hints  againft  Mr  Addifon,  and  you,  and  fome 
others  ;  and  have  frequently  itruck  out  reflec- 
tions upon  you  in  particular,  and  fhould  (I  be- 
lieve) have  done  it  ftili,  if  I  had  not  wholly  left 
off  troubling  myfelf  about  thofe  kind  of  things. 

I 
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I  proteft  I  never  faw  any  thing  more  liaMe  to 
exception,  than  every  part  is  of  the  letter  you 
were  pleafed  to  write  to  me.  You  plead,  that  I 
do  not,  in  mine  to  Mr  Addifon,  in  direct  terms, 
fay  I  am  not  concerned  with  the  Examiner  : 
And  is  that  an  excufe  for  the  moft  favage  inju- 
ries in  the  world  a  week  before  ?  How  far  you 
can  prevail  with  the  Guardian,  I  fhall  not  trouble 
myfelf  to  enquire  ;  and  am  more  concerned,  how 
you  will  clear  your  own  honour  and  confidence, 
than  my  reputation.  I  {hall  hardly  lofe  one 
friend  by  what  you  -)-*******! 
know  not  any  *  *  *  laugh  at  me  for 

any  ******  abfurJity  of  your's.  There 
are  folecifms  in  morals,  as  well  as  in  languages  ; 
and  to  which  of  the  virtues  you  will  reconcile 
your  conduct  to  me,  is  paft  my  imagination.  Be 
pleafed  only  to  put  thefe  queftions  to  yourfelf.  If 
Dr  Swift  be  entirely  innocent  of  what  I  accufe 
him,  how  fhall  I  be  able  to  make  him  fatisfac- 
tion  ?  And  how  do  I  know  but  he  may  be  entire- 
ly innocent  ?  If  he  was  laughed  at  only  becaufe 
he  folicited  for  me,  is  that  a  fufficitnt  reafon  for 
me  to  fay  the  vileft  things  of  one  in  print  under 
my  hand,  without  any  provocation  ?  And,  how- 
do  I  know  but  he  may  be  in  the  right,  when  he 
fays  I  was  kept  in  my  employment  at  his  interpo- 
fition  ?  If  he  never  once  reflected  on  me  the  leaft 
in  any  paper,  and  hath  hindered  nvmy  others 
from  doing  it ;  how  can  I  jufiify  myfelf,  for  en- 
deavouring, 
•{•  Here  the  manufcript  is  torn. 
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deavouring,  in  mine,  to  ruin  his  credit,  as  a  Chri- 
ftian,  and  a  Clergyman  ?    I  am, 
S  I  R, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
J.  SWIFT. 


LETTER      CLVIII. 

MR    STEELE    TO    DR.    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Blocmjbury,  May  26,   1713. 

I  Have  received  your's,  and  find  it  is  impoflible 
for  a  man  to  judge  in  his  own  caufe.  For  an 
allufion  to  you  as  one  under  the  imputation  of 
helping  the  Examiner,  and  owning  I  was  reftrain- 
ed  out  of  refpect  to  you,  you  tell  Addifon  un- 
der your  hand,  you  think  me  the  vileft  of  man- 
kind, and  bid  him  tell  me  fo.  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  any  kind  things  faid  in  my  behalf  to  the 
Treafurer  ;  and  allure  you,  when  you  were  in 
Ireland,  you  were  the  conflant  fubjecl:  of  my 
talk  to  men  in  power  at  that  time.  As  to  the 
vileft  of  mankind,  it  would  be  a  glorious  world 
if  I  were.  For  I  would  not  conceal  my  thoughts 
in  favour  of  an  injured  man,  though  all  the 
powers  on  earth  gainfaid  it,  to  be  made  the  firft 
man  in  the  nation.  This  pofition,  I  know,  will 
ever  obitruft  my  way  in  the  world  j  and  I  have 
conquered  my  defires  accordingly.  I  have  re- 
Iblved  to  content  myfelf  with  what  I  can  get  by 

my 
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my  own  induftry,  and  the  improvement  of  a 
fmall  eftate,  without  being  anxious  whether  I  am 
ever  in  a  Court  again  or  not.  I  do  affure  you, 
I  do  not  fpeak  this  calmly,  after  the  ill  ufage  in 
your  letter  to  Addifon,  out  of  terror  of  your 
wit,  or  my  Lord  Treafurer's  power,  but  pure 
kindnefs  to  the  agreeable  qualities,  I  once  fo 
paffionately  delighted  in,  in  you.  You  know,  I 
know  no  body,  but  one,  that  talked  after  you, 
could  tell  Addifon  had,,  bridled  me  in  point  of 
party.  This  was  ill  hinted,  both  with  relation 
to  him,  and, 

SIR, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

RICHARD  STEELE. 

I  know  no  party ;  but  the  truth  of  the  que- 
ftion  is  what  I  will  fupport  as  well  as  1  can,  when 
any  man  I  honour  is  attacked. 


LETTER      CLIX. 

TO     MR     STEELE. 

S  I  R,  May  27,    1713. 

THE  reafon  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  this 
reply  to  your  letter,  is  becaufe  I  am  going 
in  a  very  few  days  to  Ireland  ;  and,  although  I 
intend  to  return  towards  Winter,  yet  it  may 
happen,  from  the  common  accidents  of  life,  that 
I- may  never  fee  you  agaia. 

i  In 
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In  your  yefterday's  letter,  you  are  pleafed  to 
take  the  complaining  fide,  and  think  it  hard  I 
ihould  write  to  Mr  Addifon  as  I  did,  only  for 
an  allufion.  This  allufion  was  only  calling  a 
clergyman,  of  fome  little  diftinction,  an  infidel  : 
A  clergyman  who  was  your  friend,  who  always 
loved  you,  who  had  endeavoured  at  lead  to 
ferve  you,  and  who/  whenever  he  did  write  any 
thing,  made  it  facred  to  himfelf  never  to  fling 
out  the  leaft  hint  againft  you. 

One  thing  you  are  pleafed  to  fix  on  me,  as 
what  you  are  fure  of;  that  the  Examiner  had 
talked  after  me,  when  he  faid  Mr  Addifon  had 
bridled  you  in  point  of  party.  I  do  not  read 
one  in  fix  of  thofe  papers,  nor  ever  knew  he  had 
fuch  a  pafTage  ;  and  I  am  fo  ignorant  of  this, 
that  I  cannot  tell  what  it  means, — whether,  that 
Mr  Addifon  kept  you  clofe  to  a  party,  or  that 
he  hindered  you  from  writing  about  party.  I 
never  talkt  or  writ  to  that  author  in  my  life  ; 
fo  that  he  could  not  have  learned  it  from  me. 
And,  in  fiiort,  I  folemnly  affirm,  that  with  rela- 
tion to  every  friend  I  have,  I  am  as  innocent  as 
it  is  pofiible  for  a  human  creature  to  be.  And 
whether  you  believe  me  or  not,  I  think,  with 
fubmiilion,  you  ought  to  act  as  if  you  believed  me, 
till  you  have  demonftration  to  the  contrary.  I 
have  all  the  miniftry  to  be  my  witnefles,  that 
there  is  hardly  a  man  of  wit  of  the  adverfe  party, 
whom  I  have  not  been  fo  bold  as  to  recommend 
often,  and  with  earnefrnefs,  to  them.  For,  I 
VOL.  XIV.  O  o  think, 
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think,  principles  at  prefent  are  quite  out  of  the 
cafe,  and  that  we  difpute  wholly  about  perfons. 
In  thefe  laft  you  and  I  differ :  But,  in  the  other, 
I  think,  we  agree ;  for  I  have,  in  print,  profefled 
myfelf,  in  politics,  to  be  what  we  formerly  called 
a  Whig. 

As  to  the  great  man  *  whofe  defence  you  un- 
dertake; though  I  do  not  think  fo  well  of  him 
as  you  do,  yet  I  have  been  Hie  caufe  of  prevent- 
ing five  hundred  hard  things  to  be  faid  againft 
him. 

I  am  fenfible  I  have  talked  too  much,  when 
myfelf  is  the  fubjecl  •,  therefore  I  conclude  with 
fincere  wiflies  for  your  health  and  profperity, 
and  am, 

S  I  R, 

Your,  &c. 

You  cannot  but  remember,  that,  in  the  only 

,  thing  I  ever  published  with  my  name,  I   took 

care  to  celebrate  you  as  much  as  I  could,  and  in 

as  handfome  a  manner,  though  it  was  in  a  letter 

to  the  prefent  Lord  Treafurer. 

LET- 


Duke  of  Marlbcrough. 
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LETTER       CLX. 

ERASMUS    I.CWIC,    E*<^  *,    TO    DR    SWIFT- 


I  HOPE  this  \rfli  meet  you  at  Chefter,  and 
that  your  paffige  at  fea  will  be  favoured  with 
as  mild  weather,  as  your  journey  by  land  has  been 
thefe  two  firft  days.  The  divifion,  yefterday, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  fifty-four  'againft 
fifty-four.  Proxies  were  called  for,  and  we  had 
feventeen  to  thirteen.  This  is  the  greateft  vic- 
tory we  ever  had.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  and 
the  Scotch,  were  againft  us  to  a  man.  The 
Lords  Weymonth  aad  Carteret  were  with  them. 
It  was  very  comical  to  fee  the  Tories,  who  voted 
with  Lord  Treasurer  againft  the  diflblution  of 
the  union,  under  all  the  perplexities  in  the  world, 
left  they  fhouid  be  victorious;  and  the  Scotch, 
who  voted  tor  a  bill  of  dmbmtion,  under  agonies, 
left  they  themlelves  fhould  carry  die  point  they 
pretended  to  defire.  In  all  the  time  I  have  been 
conireriant  in  bufinefs,  I  never  before  ohferved 
both  flies,  at  the  fame  time,  acting  parts  which. 
they  thought  contrary  to  their  intereits.  Let  us 
hear  from  you  fometimes,  and  believe  there  is 
nobody  with  more  fincerity,  your*s,  than,  &c. 
Oo2'  LET- 

f  Secretary  to  the  L«d  TRzfnrcr,  the  Eari  of  OxfonJ,  and 
for  Lcfhrathid  in  Corsc^l,  in  the  pufiuncat  wkkt 
April  9,   : 
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LETTER      CLXI. 

THE  REVEREND  MR  SHARPE  *TO  DR  SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  London ,  June  4,  1713. 

I  WAS  commanded  by  his  Excellency  Brigadier 
Hunter,  Governor  of  New-York,  to  deliver 
the  inclofed  with  my  own  hand.  Had  1  been 
f'o  happy,  for  his  fervice,  and  my  own  fatisfao 
tion,  as  to  have  feen  you  at  London,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  your  influence  here  might  have  contri- 
buted to  create  a  better  opinion  of  him,  amongfl 
fome  leading  men  in  the  fociety,  for  propagation  of 
the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  who  have  been  much 
impofed  on  by  the  clamorous  memorials  of  fome 
indifcreet  miffionarks  abroad.  He  has  juft  the 
efteem  of  two-thirds  of  the  clergy  in  his  govern- 
ment, and  the  greateft  part  of  the  laity,  who 
have  either  fenfe,  probity,  or  honour  j  but  his 
adverfaries  have  made  the  church's  caufe  a  fa- 
vourable handle  for  their  repeated  complaints, 
which,  with  the  application  of  their  friends  here, 
makes  them  hopeful  of  fuccefs. 

I  have  been  twelve  years  abroad,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  church  in  America  :  The  laft  ten  were  in 
the  ftation  of  chaplain  to  her  .Vajefty's  forces  at 
New- York,  where  I  had  the  opportunity  of  being 
very  near  to  the  feveral  governors ;  and  do  allure 
you,  that,  if  I  had  ever  obferved  in  him  any  incli- 
nation 
*  Chaplain  to  Brigadier  Hunter,  Governor  of  New-York. 
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nation  to  weaken  the  intereft  of  the  church  there, 
I  could  not  in  confcience  offer  to  excufe  him  ; 
but  he  is  better  known  to  you,  than  that  I,  who 
am  altogether  unknown,  Ihould  prefume  to  give 
his  character. 

What  I  beg  leave  to  entreat  of  you,  is  to  re- 
commend me,  in  my  endeavours  for  his  fervice, 
to  the  advice  and  afilftance  of  your  friends. 

The  perplexity  of  all  his  affairs  at  this  time, 
claims  the  good  offices  of  all  that  wilh  him  well. 
If,  in  favour  to  his  Excellency,  you  are  pleafed 
to  honour  me  with  the  pardon  of  this,  and  what 
return  the  inclofed  may  require,  direct  for  me,  to 
the  care  of  Mr  James  Doughs  in  Fen-Court, 
Fenchurch-Street,  London.  1  beg  leave  to  fub- 
fcribe  myfelf,  with  great  refpecl,  Pieverend  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  SHARPE. 


LETTER      CLXII. 

DR    S\VIFT    TO    MRS    DINCLEY. 

Chefler,  June  6.  1713. 

I  A  M  come  here,  after  fix  days.  I  fet  out  on 
Monday  laft,  and  got  here  to-day  about 
eleven  in  the  morning :  A  noble  rider  ! — and  all 
the  fhips  and  people  went  off  yefterday,  with  a 
rare  wind.  This  was  told  me  to  my  comfort,  up- 
on my  arrival.  Having  not  been  ufed  to  riding 

thefe 
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thefe  three  years,  it  m:\de  me  terrible  weary  ;  yet 
I  refolve  on  Monday  to  fet  out  for  Holy  head,  as 
weary  as  I  am  :  ' Tis  good  for  my  health.  I  will 
come  when  God  pleales  ;  perhaps  I  may  be  with 
you  in  a  week. .  I  {hall  be  three  days  going  to 
Holyhead  ;  I  cannot  ride  fafter.  You  will  fay  I 
am  up'on  Stay-behind's  mare.  I  have  the  whole 
inn  to  myfelf.  I  would  fain  efcape  this  Holyhead 
journey  ;  but  I  have  no  profpcct  of  ihips,  and  it 
will  be  almoft  necefTary  I  fhould  be  in  Dublin  be- 
fore the  twenty-fifth  inftant,  to  take  the  oaths  ; 
otherwife  I  muft  wait  to  a  quarter's  feflion.  I  will 
lodge  as  I  can  ;  therefore  take  no  lodgings  for  me, 
to  pay  in  my  abfence.  The  poor  Dean  can't  af- 
ford it.  I  fpoke  again  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
for  Raymond,  and  hope  he  may  have  it ;  for  I 
laid  it  ftrongly  to  the  Duke,  and  gave  him  the 
bifliop  of  Meath's  memorial.  I  will  fpeak  to 
Lord  Treafurer  about  Mrs  South  to-morrow.  — 
Odfo !  I  forgot  j  I  thought  I  had  been  in  Lon- 
don. The  letters  to  Ireland  go  at  fo  uncertain  an 
hour,  that  I  am  forced  to  conclude.  Farewell. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CLXIII. 

DR    SWIFT    TO    MISS    VANHOMRIGH*. 

Laracory  July  8,  1713. 

IS  T  A  Y  E  D  but  a  fortnight  in  Dublin,  very 
fick ;  and  returned  not  one  vifit  of  a  hun- 
dred, that  were  made  me  ;  but  all  to  the  Dean, 
and  none  to  the  Doctor.  I  am  riding  here  for 
life  ;  and  I  think  I  am  fomething  better.  1  hate 
the  thoughts  of  Dublin,  and  prefer  a  field  bed, 
and  an  earthen  floor,  before  the  great  houfe 
there,  which  they  fay  is  mine.  I  had  your  laft 
fplenetic  letter.  I  told  you  when  I  left  England, 
I  would  endeavour  to  forget  every  thing  there, 
ani  would  write  as  feldom  as  I  could.  I  did, 
indeed,  defign  one  general  round  of  letters  to  my 
friends  ;  but  my  health  has  not  yet  fufiered  me. 
I  defign  to  pafs  the  greateft  part  of  the  time  I  ftay 
in  Ireland,  here,  in  the  cabin  where  I  am  now 
writing  :  Neither  will  I  leave  the  kingdom  till  I 
am  fent  for  \  and  if  they  have  no  further  fervice 
for  me,  I  will  never  fee  England  again.  At  my 

firft 

*  This  is  the  Lady,  whom  the  Dean  has  celebrated  by  the 
name  of  Vanefla.  She  was  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Bartholomew 
Vanhomrigh,  firfl  a  inerc!:i.nt  v  "  Arnfterdam,  and  afterwards  of 
Dublin,  who  was  appointed  ccm-nrflary  of  the  ftores  by  King 
William,  upon  his  expedition  into  Ireland.  Her  mother  was 
the  daughter  of  :>Ir  Stone  the  Commifntncr,  and  niece  to  the 
Accountant-General  of  Ireland. 
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firft  coming,  I  thought  I  fhould  have  died  with, 
difcontent  ;  and  was  horribly  melancholy,  while 
they  were  inftalling  me,  but  it  begins  to  wear  off, 
and  change  to  dullnefs.  My  river-walk  is  ex- 
tremely pretty,  and  my  canal  in  great  beauty  ; 
and  I  fee  trouts  playing  in  it.  I  know  not  any 
one  thing  now  in  Dublin.  But  Mr  Ford  is  very 
kind,  and  writes  to  me  conftantly  what  pafles 
among  you.  I  find  you  are  likewife  a  good  poli- 
tician ;  and  I  will  fay  fo  much  to  you,  that  I  ve- 
rily think,  if  the  thing  you  know  of  had  been 
published  juft  upon  the  peace,  the  miniftry  might 
have  avoided  what  had  fince  happened  :  But  I  am 
now  fitter  to  look  after  willows,  and  to  cut  hedges, 
than  meddle  with  affairs  of  ftate.  I  muft  order 
one  of  the  workmen  to  drive  thofe  cows  out  of 
my  ifland,  and  make  up  the  ditch  again  ;  a  work 
much  more  proper  for  a  country  vicar,  than  driv- 
ing out  factions,  and  fencing  againft  them.  I 
muft  go  and  take  my  bitter  draught  to  cure  my 
head,  which  is  fpoiled  by  the  bitter  draughts  the 
public  hath  given  me.  So  go  to  your  Dukes  and 
DuchefTes,  and  leave  me  to  Goodman  Bumford, 
and  Patrick  Dollan,  of  Glanduggan.  Adieu. 


END     OF    VOL.     XIV. 
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